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o the Lot’s Wife office and drop them in, you might
ven meet the mysterious people who stay up all night
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Being at Monash!

‘'m doing work experience here at

Monash for one week, So far I've only
been here for three days. I'm working in
Lot s Wife, so 1 can see that it"s not an easy
task getting the paper out on time. For this
edition, everybody's been running around
pulling their hair out "coz they don't think
the papers going to make it to the printers
on time (7am at Shepparton). So they have
no choice but to stay at Lot's until early
hours of the moming so that the paper will
be there for you (o read. I've learnt a lot
from being here, I didn’t realize how much
work was involved when producing a paper
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— now I know how a paper is produced from
start to finish. And iF: not easy work. After
seeing this I can’t believe that I still want o
be a joumalist. I must be crazy!

Apart from that it's been really great.
Every person that I have met has been real-
ly nice. University is heaps better than high
school; there's no snobs who judge you by
what you're wearing or how much money
you've got. In fact, T haven't met one per-
son who does judge you. Where as at my
school, everybody’s judged in one way or
another. It doesn't matter what you wear,
someone will find something that's wrong
with it. Well, all that I can say is that it's
been the best three days, and I can’t wait
until 1 come 10 university in a few years

time. A
Katie Le Cras
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Academic Staff Stop Work
Meeting, Wednesday May 24

The Staff Association of Monash University has called a stop-work
meeting on Wednesday, 24 May, from 1.30 to 5.30pm to protest at the
attempts of the Association of Australian Vice-Chancellors (AUIA) to
gain sweeping powers to declare academic staff redundant.

Academic staaff have been asked to cancell classes and to take no part in any
official activities such as meetings, graduation ceremonies elc.

We regret any inconvenience caused to students, but at the same time, we ask
that students show their support for staff by staying away from classes and other
activites on the afternoon of Wednesday, 24 May

What it is about, and why you should take part.

The Vice-Chancellors of Australian Universities want to be able to declare that
certain academic positions are ‘surplus to requirements’.
This means that persons holding such positions can be retrenched.

Who is safe from being declared 'surplus to requirements’?

Ask yourself these questions:

» 1. Has there been a decrease in student demand in any course(s) you
teach?

+ 2. Could Monash decide to cease, scale down or vary any course or
activity in which von are involved?

« 3. Is Monash likely to have inadequate funding?

= 4. Is there a possibility that there may be changes in the work methods,
structure, nature, extent or organisation of your department of faculty?

« 5. If your department or faculty is moved from Monash to another
campus of the amalgamated ‘Greater Monash’, would you be unwilling
or unable to relocate?

One ‘Yes’ answer puls you at risk of losing your job.

The Vice-Chancellors’ Demands

The current negotiating position of the Vice-Chancellors’ Industrial Associa-
tion (AULA)isthat *surplus to requirements’ means: any academic position which
becomes surplus to the requirements of a tertiary institution because of:

= (a) an actual decrease in student demand for any course(s);

- (b) adecision by any tertiary institution to cease, scale down or vary any
course or other activity conducted by such institution;

- (c) financial exigency;

- (d) changes in the work methods of such institution, or of any
department, section or other part thereof including changes to the
structure, nature, extent of organisation thereof;

« (&) changes in the location of any function or activity conducted by such
institution where the holder of an academic position(s) is unable or
unwilling to relocate

The Pay-out
If you are made redundant because you are ‘surplus to requirements’, how ade-
quate would you find the redundancy package offered by the Vice-Chancellors?
You would get 13 months salary if you have been at Monash for 20 or more
years, or are over 45 years of age — 7 months salary otherwise.

The Stop-Work

This is the time to make a stand.

Academics around Australia will stop work on May 24 to show their opposi-
tion to their employers’ demands.

InMelboume, a stop-work meeting starting 1.30pm will be held at Trades Hall,
Lygon Street, Carlton.

Transport will be provided, leaving Monash at 12.30pm from outside the
Alexander Theatre for the Trades Hall, returning after the meeting,

Protect your job
Protect your future

It would help the Staff Association of Monash University (SAMU) Committee
if you would indicate your need for transport by putting your name on the list on
the University Club noticeboard, or leaving a message with Patricia Corby,
SAMU Executive Secretary, Faculty of Education, ext 4997, by Tuesday May 23. .



LOCKED OUT!

tudents marched on the Ad-

ministration building only to find
the doors locked for the first time in
eighteen years and admin only will-
ing to let three students in to discuss
student safety at Monash., The
demonstration came out of the Stu-
dent General Meeting held to discuss
the Campign Against Violence.

The frequency of rape at Monash has
been the object of a campaign lo make
Monash a safer place for students. This is
not a new issue at Monash. Since the place
was sel up 26 years ago the University has
constantly been denying that violence oc-
curs on this campus. This year, probably not
for the first time, students have been or-
ganising to make the University admit that
Monash is not a safe place,

The Student General Meeting demanded
that sccurity be made a priority at Monash,
In particular, motions were moved by the
Campaign Against Violence to demand that
the University Council recognise that rape
and other violence occurs at Monash; that
[loodlights be nstalled across the campus;
that the shuttle bus service be improved and
funding increased; that students be given
access to the security log-book and that
security at night be improved so that
security staff can adequately deal with
cases of sexual assault on campus and at
Halls and South East Flats,

These are not excessive demands, they
are common sense. Yet the reaction of
admin was one of basically attempting to
block any demands being met or rationally
discussed by the students. The three stu-
dents who were allowed an audience with
Mal Logan, Bill Cunningham and
P.B.Wade were given the run-around in a
non-violent manner. Access to the security
log-book caused the greatest reaction.
Logan, Cunningham and Wade claimed
that giving access to the log-book would be
an invasion of privacy on the grounds that
there were students’ names, adresses and
D numbersin the book. Even though it was
explained to them that they could edit out
names efc. and only leave the events
recorded in the book for the perusal of stu-
demts they still wouldn't grant our simple

request. They have condescended (o let us
see specific portions of the log-book if we
can provide limes and dates, although they
will probably require some kind of sig-
nificant proof {rom us. Whatare they trying
to hide? If they are so sure that violence
doesn't occur at Monash, as they have
claimed for 26 years and stll do, why won’t
they let us look at an edited copy of the en-
tire log book? )
The issueof lighting is under review, that
is, we've forced them to pay lip-service to
improving the obvious deficiencies in the
lighting on this campus, Wade wanted stu-
dents to provide comprehensive
information on deficient lighting and the
areas that are most used at might, by the end
of the week. When was the last time these
people stayed on campus doing something
productive after dark, we ask? They offered
to provide lighting in one car park, and on

several of the darker paths (bear in mind
that according to Cummingham the path
along the side of the library isn't too bad.
‘What does he do? Walk around with infra
red glasses at night or something?). Mr
Wade used this opportunity 1o raise the sig-
nificant financial considerations that
prevent the provision of adequate lighting,
It seems they don't have enough money to
provide adequate lighting for student
safety, yet they seem 1o be able 1o be afford
new grates to go behind the doors of the
admin building, cars for all the Deans and
Mr Wade himself.

Increasing security numbers is currently
‘under review’. Haven't we heard this
before?; sccurity is apparently always
under review, Mr Cunmingham deigned to
inform us that Monash has ‘one of the best
security records of any campus in
Australia’. Considering the multiude of

reports we have received concerning
violence at Monash one wonders exactly
how bad the other campuses are. Cunnin-
gham also claimed that there are sexul
harrassment officers available 24 hours a
day. Why haven't we been informed of this
belore? Security is clearly not sulTicient wt
Manash and there aren’t enoug
puards patrolling at night, Current sceurity
personnel are doing a good job considening
the lack of lunding and the understalling
they have to put up with,

The security bus service isanother under-

funded and unpublicised service. The trio
of administrators agreed that they would
consider running the security bus service
from 5.30pm till 10.30pm, but don't hold
your breath waiting. Mr Cunningham
pointed out that there are precautions that
women can take, He felt that a good ex-
ample of these 15 women travelling in large
groups, and said he could arrange for the
well Tit car park to be patrolled for Nfteen
minutes every hour during which ume it
would be safe lor people o go Lo their cars,
Cunningham suggested from quarter-10
until the hour. Outside these tmes (like at
a quarler-past the hour when lectures end)
patrols will be maintained at their current,
unsafe, level. However, he did olfer to
negotiale aboul bus stops, if we can figure
oul where the securily bus is now,

Admin’s approach reeked of paternalism.
They are treatingus like kids who they feel
they can satisfy with a few empty
platitudes. It's time we told them we want
1o be safe at Monash, and we're not going
to accept their lip-service. We wanl Lo see
improvements i the sccurity around this
place now,

Other items on the SGM agenda included
uranium, re-cycling and amalgamations.
The uranium motion called on the ALP
policy committee currently reviewing ALP
uranium policy toreject the opening of new
mines, the opening of an ennchment plant
and storing nuclear waste in Australia. The
re-cycling motion called for a comprehen-
sive re-cycling scheme on campus and the
appointment of a re-cycling officer, The
amalgamations motion called for student
representation on decision making bodies
concerned with the amalgamation. All of
these motions were comfortably passed.

1 security

ALP to sell-out on Uranium again?

Melbourne, on an autumn day when the
sun’s hardly been able to pierce through
the smog, is not all that warm and excit-
ing a prospect, when its five o'clock in the
exhibition gardens, and with the fog of
the evening settling in, it can be damn
bleak. However, it all depends on whom
you're standing around with. A good
anti-uranivm demo always warms the
blood, yelling and chanting with joy; al-
most as good as being able to abuse a
mining company rep (this time ALP
politicians and number crunchers).
Given the ALP's appalling ‘pragmatic’
record on peddling the ‘deadliest
industry’ on earth, this could well have
been quite a hot evening.

Alevery tumn recently, ALP heavies have
attempted 10 push uranium mining,
processing and power facilities. Wran
speaking on the greenhouse effect has tried
to suggest that somehow nuclear power
may he preferrable o coal powered genera-
tion whilst ignoring all the problems
inherent in nuclear power. [Lis even argued
that uranium could assist Australia's flag-
ping balance of payments begging the point
that: 1. the world is already oversupplied
with uranium and 2. that the government
should be looking al 11s own economic
policies to solve this problem, Then again
good old job creation arguments are rotted
out, always sitting over inflated figures, but
don’t mention that, or the dangerousness of
those jobs, or the disasterous environmen-
tal and social impacts of such mines.

No, the ones who really are behind the
mining push are the mining companies, in
times of record profits let’s just be that bit
more greedy and let's do it while we have
the mostcompliant political party in power,
yes, the ALP. Remember Roxby
Downs{ALP clectoral fodder), think of
Ruddal River in Western Australia and
don’t forget the slack environmental stand-
ards at Kakadu. Yes for those reasons and
the reality that no matter what the ALP's
stated policy is, the politicians act 1o stay in
the power that is now their great intoxicant.
So, at a demonstration at their current
chronically pro-uranium policy (let alone
the mere thought of opening up the country
1o any more mining), public outrage was
quite on the cards at the exhibition build-
ings. A campaign aimed at the public
forcing the ALP to step in behind. It didn't
happen instead the opposition was co-opted
inlo legitimising the process of the ALP's
further back peddling on the issue.

One would have thought that at least the
environmentalist movement would have
learnt from its own mistakes, letalone those
of others, but no we say and heard very
good submissions by environmentalists
whose committment is not in any way under
question, I's just that the decisions they
were seeking to change were most probab-
ly already made in the bouardrooms and
party rooms of mining and government, the
people hawking uranium have better access
to the ALP - its power structure ensures that
thig is s0. The ALP in government will only
be anti-uranium when its 1o scared not to be.
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IBERALS IN SWIL

onash Law graduates Michael
Kroger and Peter Costello
have both been in the news recently
concerning their positions in the
Liberal Party, with Costello toppling
sitting member Roger Shipton
in Higgins, Tnd Kroger's role in all three
ublic blood lettings being popular copy.
uch has been of these recent chan-
gesin Liberal Party personnel by the media.
As usual the presentation of ‘important
events’ style coverage often masks more
than it reveals, change taking place in a
series of jerks (pardon the pun) and leaps.
The information rarely being placed within
a context of time and change. Where any
“background" has been given it is presented
in the form of interviews with political
cronies who eulogise the ‘golden-haired
boy' of the moment, in terms the
Australian male usually reserves for his car
or football team (in the case of the ‘new-
male’ maybe his pub-brewed beer),

robably more correct than these peaple
rea]:se as it was in these roles that they
came mLEmher to help forge Centre Unity
during their active student days. Now, as
then, they push the public image 1o anyone
gullible enough 1o swallow it that their in-
volvement together is mere co- incidence.

Indeed when Costello first got involved
in Monash politics in 1976 he was, and
remained into 1977, more alligned with the
ALP than the Liberals,(1) Then again, he
was to uranium mining as well.(2)
It wasn't until during 1977 when the Centre
Unity ticket was formed at Monash that any
formal links became apparent between
Kroger and Costello. At this stage Centre
Unity was only a Monash object; later it

ﬁ’m its wings against/into the Australian
of Students (AUS),

Centre Unity was made up of the Evan-
gelical Union (Costello’s power base, he
originally ran for the Public Affairs Com-
mittee of MAS as a Christian candidate.

The presentation of material building their individual public profiles has been
handled quite differently, Kroger; the head kicking numbers grinder and Cos-

tello the messianic political rejuvenator.

The presentation of material bmldmg
their individual public profiles has been
handled quite differently; Kroger the head
kicking numbers grinder and Costello the
messianic political rejuvenator. Some com-
entators have linked Costello’s political
rise with Kroger's footwork. This is
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Some saw the 1976 Easter crucifixtion edi-
tion of Lot's as his political genesis), The
Monash Jewish Society, The Liberal Club
(Michael Kroger's home), the right-wing
sector of the ALP (Andrew Kroger,
Michael's brother’s faction) and the Stu-
dents for Australian Independance - the

Maoists (who were losing a leadership
wersr.m le within AUS to the dominant
ro!skyzs ommunist Party of Australia

leadership, and who, therefore, alligned

themselves with anyone they saw opposing

215 ngup or any group they felt supported
uUs).

These groups in membership and voting
size (EU largest and the Maoists smallest),
formed a formidable bloc of voles (over one
thousand members) at both elections and
Student General Meetings (SGMs), Given
that the coalition of groups (made up of
Anarchists, Communists, Environmen-
talists, Feminists, Gays, Drug
addicts/Small Caf sitters and Socialists)
who opposed them rarely numbered more
than one hundred individual members, it
was indicative of the wide popular o i
tion to the right-wing policies of Centre
Unity that they often were hard pushed 1o
win their campaigns.

While it is quite acceptable for people to
change their minds on an issue (after all
Michael Kroger had moved from vehe-
mently ing Malcolm Fraser in 1975,
tosupporting him by 1978) (3), Costello did

a major change about on the issue of direct:

clections of AUS office bearers when he
propelled himself into national student
politics,

He had, had mixed success al Monash
having defeated the left in electoral terms
and winning an SGM to sack the Lo/’ s Wife
(feminist) cditors, but he had failed to
achieve a paid position for himself in the
MAS structure, and his political opponents
were still as active and as strong as ever (if
not a litlle worn out and shell shocked).

While in 1976 Costello had felt that on
“The question of direct elections of AUS
executive [ am against, because it would
work out blatantly in favour of the wealthy
and organised groups’(4); by 1979 being a
member of an organised group and wanting
an axe (o grind against the AUS leadership,
he was uﬁ for direct elections. Once again
Ct?swllo and Kroger played coy about their
alliance.,

Centre Unity, under Costello’s leader-
ship, characterised themselves as interested
in reform and the Liberals as being union
wreckers or right-wing megalomaniacs:
“To most Australian studenis they [the
right] will appear to be little better than the
r.an representative left who they hope (0]

supplant’(5) Kroger seemingly was
happy to play the bogey man to Cos ln 5
reasoned approach. The Liberals (as the
Australian Liberal Students Federation
[ALSF]) were at the time unleashing a na-
tion-wide attack upon AUS through the
courts.

cll.nsweiy govcmmmt lobbying (the AUS

Women's Department was an obvioos ex-
ception with strong campus and commumly
support). Against this background it was
casy 1o get students to leave AUS (not so
easy o get them to rejoin as was seen later),

By mid-1979 AUS’s financial situation
was 50 bad as (0 prompt a Special Council
to be called to discuss the ‘crisis’. Of the
Monash delegation of nine four were
elected on left-wing pro- Union tickets and
two on a pro-Union ALP ticket. The other
three were Costello and his running mate on
an AUS Reform ticket and Michael Kroger
on a Liberal ticket.(6)

The crisis was the right-wing attacks and
how the union should fight back - well
that’s how some saw it. However, the AUS
leadership thought the best way to stave off
the attacks was to Ifm: in to Centre Unity's
demands, Centre Unity had been part of the
grouping who had been deliberately
destroying the union through the secession
campaigns and more were threatened. It's
hard to make decisions while the assassin
holds a gun to your head, but it seems futile
when they're allowed to pull the trigger as
well, Sill, the concessionist line won and
limited versions of Centre Unity’s demands
were passed. The attacks continued, First
Sydney University, where Centre Unity
said they would support AUS, they didn't
turn up and Sydney Uni voted out of AUS.

On a roll and claiming that the changes
made at AUS Council weren't enough and
that AUS would never change, Costello
returned to home base, Monash, heading
the secession cumpaign. This was to be a
critical vote for AUS as Monash was the
last big fee paying campus still in the union.
However, Costello and Kroger hadn't
heeded the election results under-gs-
timated the strength of the opposition, This
time they were the ones perceived as the
outsiders, the pro-AUS coalition politely
told the AUS leadership to stay away, and
instead of getting bogged down in past
events ook Centre Unity head on in a
lefiynght confrontation, and won; 981 votes
for staying in AUS 10 789 for leaving. The
roombmkadmmcMmashHmel for the
Centre Unity v piss on stayed empt
that night. hll ving crippled AUS,
Costelloleft student politics, his lastadven-
ture a defeat back where it all began.

Costello kept a fairly low profile until in
1981 he resurfaced in Liberal clothing at-
lending his first meeting of the Forest Hills
Branch of the Young Liberals and being
elected branch president. Thatold charisma
again, or had someone done some foot-
work? He then served on the executive of
the Victorian branch of the Young Liberals

It’s hard to make decisions while the assassin holds a gun to your head, but it
seems futile when they’re allowed o pull the trigger as well.

After having had his reforming overtures
rejected at successive AUS Annual Coun-
cils, Costello and Centre Unity launched
their own attacks against AUS through
secession campaigns. These were very suc-
cessful, with a number of campuses voting
lo discontinue their affiliation with AUS.
Al the same time Costello and a person
called Dan Hogan (Melbourne Un:vcmly
SRC PreSidcm) launched their own version
of AUS called The National Association of
Students. This organisation never really got
off the ground, but provided valuable media
exposure for Costello. The fact that this
scab union had no constitution, no elected
office bearers and no membership didn't
seem o perturh the reforming democrat
who insisted upon these things in AUS. The
lack of any policies concerning education
didn’t even rate a mention.

1t is not all that surprising that a number
of campuses left AUS, given that there had
been a major discrediting campaign carried
out by sections of the mass media, the
Liberals, the National Civic Council and
the Australian Jewish Students Society.
The AUS leadership had not helped by
being almost invisible on most campuses,
and having moved AUS’s political action
away from any campus based policies it

may once have had, and to almost ex-

= scoring a picture in the The Age when he
married TanyaColeman, a Liberal who had
been active smashing AUS at the same time
as Costello.

The early eighties were a low public
profile time for Kroger and Costello until
they appeared once again in the new atack
on workers - now characterised as the New
Right (propounding the same policies of
previous decades, it's hard to see what's so
new about them). In the Dollar Sweets case
where the company took a union engaged
in normal industrial action to the civil
courts suing for damages for loss of com-
pany income. Costello and Kroger teamed
their legal skills and won the case against
the union.

Al this time Costello surfaced as one of
the founding members of the H.R. Nicholls
Society, a grouping of New-Righters who
are determined to push back the clock of in-
dustrial relations and working conditions in
Australia. Among its members the HR.
Nicholls Society boasts: Andrew Hay, one-
time staffer for Phillip Lynch and President
of the Melbourne Chamber of Commerce;
John Stone, very dry former Treasury head
and on again off again National Party
frontbencher; Hugh Morgan, Western Min-
in& Executive Director; Charles Copeland,




Peko-Wallsend Chief Exccutive, famous

mostrecently for his auack on working con-

ditions at Robe River mine; Wayne Gilbert,

now famous for his handling of the South
* East Queensland Electricity Board dispute
with the Electrical Trades Union; Dr
Gerard Henderson, one time NCCer and ad-
visor to John Howard.(7)

Costello in an article in Business Review
Weekly quite candidly explained how the
H.R. Nicholls Society sought to influence
the Liberal Party: ‘We are looking to in-
fluence the debate as much as mi‘blc.
There are not many of us, so the ideas keep
coming from the same people. Basically,
we come up with ideas. The Liberals and
others say, "Oh no, this is too radical for us.
We have to get re-elected.” So we put them
oul into the public debate, writing articles
and so on and the new: ish them
and gradually people begin to talk about the
ideas.

Then the Liberals suddenly say, "This
sounds like a good idea. Who can we get to
help us on this" And the natural choice is
one of us, because we've already been talk-
ing about the same thing. Sometimes the
idea has lost a few bits and pieces on Lhe
way, so write more articles and wait

see if it comes around the public debate
again.’(8)

Costello’s move into parliament at the
time of 's stale presidency seems a
fitting culmination of events, It also signals
il will ot Wty tay i s bhagound
tello will not likely stay in
for long; that’s not why he is in politics.
However any moves lowards the leadership
will wait until the numbers are well and
truly there. Costello, at least while he's
been associated with Kroger, has never run
for an election unless the numbers were
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Weare looking to influence the debate as much as possible. There are not many

of us, so the ideas keep coming from the same peo,
with ideas. The Liberals and others say, ''Oh no,

. Basically, we come up
is too radical for us. We

have 1o get re-elected." So we put them out into the public debate, writing ar-
ticles and so on and the newspapers publish them and gradually peaple begin

to talk about the ideas.

sown up, whether in MAS, AUS, or seem-
ingly, the Liberal Party.

Costello’s push for the leadership of the
Liberal Party would at least be in the tradi-
tion of Menzics' anti-communism. Fe also
tricd to have the Communist Party
proscribed, at least within AUS.

Students may look for some solace in the
fact that both and Costello were op-
posed to the reintroduction of tertiary
tuition fees. However, that was in 1979 and
now that students are not the electoral base,
this may no longer be the case. ﬁmay it
would hardly sit comfortably with the H.R.
Nicholls Society policies. It most certainly
does not fit with the Liberal's ‘Back to the
Future’ policy direction.

Clive Rosewarne

(1)Election Leaflets ‘AE. Election Ex-
pose, Dirty Tricks' Auth. Robin Davey
1977. 'Centre Unity- AUS Reform' Auth P
Smith 1979

(2) "A.E. Election Expose, Dirty Tricks'
Auth Robin Davey '197‘?.me 4

(3) Letter The Age 21/3/75

(4) Lot s Wife interview 11/10/76

(5) Lot's Wife 13/3(78 p16.

(6) Lot's Wife 25/6{79

(7) Business Review Weekly 22/8/86
Pp.48-62,

(8) Business Review Weekly 5/12/86
pp.24-25.

WILDERNESS SOCIETY

This is part three of a series of articles outlining the social/environmental groups that exist in Melboume in the hope of
persuading students to join some of them and become active. The Wildemess Society (formerly the Tasmanian Wilder-
ness Society) was formed in 1976 by a group of people concerned with the survival of the unprotected and increasingly
threatened wilderness of SW Tasmania. Afier successfully campaigning to protect the Franklin River in Tasmania, the
Wildemess Society's focus has widened and today the society has an active involvement in the protection of wilderness
areas throughout Australia. The Wildemess Society has steadily gathered strength and support and now has branches
throughout Australia, There are ten branches in Victoria alone,

A Definition of Wilderness
Wilderness is remote and natural land.
With various shades of definition, wilder-
ness areas are large, remote tracts of land,
uninhabited (by humans), essentially unal-
tered by modern human activity and are
ecologically unimpaired. In the 200 years
of white settlement much wilderness has
disappeared. Only small remnants of
- wilderness are left. Today only 3 per cent
of Victoria consists of wildemess., The
Wilderness Society believes we nced to
protect these remaining undamaged arcas
for countless future generations of myriad
species of life.

Alms of the Wilderness Socie
The aim of the Wildemess Society is to
promote wilderness areas of national ssig-
nificance throughout Australia and to
highlight the common elements that link
areas as diverse as the wet wopics and the
arid wilderness of S. Australia. In addition
they aim to:
° promote the concept of wildemess;
°  prevent the destruction of wilderness;
@ secure the future of wilderness;
promote the rights of wilderness.s We
need to protect wilderness because or-
ganisms interact and regulate the
conditions for life. By extinction of species
and destruction of ecosystems we degrade
the capacity of the planet 1o keep on
functioning in ways to support life. We can
preserve wilderness, but we cannot
reconstruct it. If it s .destroyed, it is gone
forever. To achieve these aims it is neces-
sary to direct efforts towards influencing
key politicians, government and industry
officials, as well as developing an aware-
ness of wilderness values within the
community.

. Um—lhujnc-u:l

The Wilderness Society is therefore ac-
tive in political lobbying and campaigning
in addition to performing a role as a source
of information and educational material. In
addition, they try to change government
policies, to stop the destruction of wilder-
ness by means such as publicmeetings,
rallies,films, publications and letter writing
campaigns.

How It Operates
The \ViElﬂmm Society is a non-profit

organisation, funded through membership
subscriptions and sales from the society's
activities. Other methods of fund-raising
include street stalls, filmnights and the
society’s Christmas mail-order catalogue.
The Wildermess Society also receives a
very small Federal Government grant to
help meet its administrative costs like
phone bills. The Wilderness Society has a
small staff of dedicated people who, for a
very modest salary, co-ordinate the
society's activities, Most of the campaign

Threats to Wild Australia

[T ———
mine pallimion dreats n
Kakarhy Tomrinm marmage
et ol Kabadu  Weorkd
]

@l\-m Ve Wim.
el wideiers vm s

el evplunanun s
Neghgitie  grveenmen
romareds

G)H.-.r-l» Treges aml
ey

iy ey damaged by
el
-t

[ e

- o
e it

A] ToNmaL s

tamn prpesale Proges
managrment ol world
hermage wihlemess will i
iy s otsan| vagllesce

natseal vegeianan and
abutan

Sasional eutame Invests
Dougles Apaley, Gres)
Wassern Tiors, Joukeys
Marsh. Lemondvyme anil
Suthern forests thies
irned Mussior sxpart
anh i iesry Bk
g Tusthisma's fopesin

%

Rargy wmeass il primme. =il

Tawmanisn  rainforesis
Cirongrtne: 790 d all Autse
[IT—

and g e
e

success is due 10 the voluntary work done
by the society's members and supporiers.

Ca.mpa\{fn Success

The Wilderness Society has successful-
ly campaigned for the Franklin River in
Western Tasmania, Kakadu Siage 2, the
Wilderness Act in NSW, and the nomina-
tion and acceplance of the Daintree
Rainforests for World Heritage Listing.

Current Campaigns

1989 is a very imponant year for wilder-
ness. Major decisions are to be made on the
future of Tasmania's forests, Kakadu Na-
tional Park, the SE forests of NSW and the
semi-arid Mallee wildemess in Victoria,
With the passibility of a Federal election at
the end of the year, 1989 will, in many
ways, decide the future of significant areas
of wilderness throughout Australia.

Meetings

Peninsula Branch Meeting: St Pauls
School, Woodleigh, Golf Links Road, Bax-
ter. 8pm on the 1st Wednesday of the
month. Comact Bewe Miwchell on 787
2351.Diamond Valley Branch Meeting: 23
Dudley St Eltham (The Eltham Community
Health Centre - on the lower level), 8pm on
the 13th of June. Contact Peter Homan on
439 1489 (H))Maroondah Branch Meeting:

| 68 Hereford Rd, Mt Evelyn, 8pm on the 3rd
Wednesday of the month. Phone 736
2146, Wilderness Society Action Meetings
at 7,30 pm, 59 Hardware St. Melbourne.

Membership

Members receive a monthly newsletter,
‘Wilderness News' with information on
wilderness campaigns around the country,
forthcoming campaigns and social events
like film nights, a copy of your local branch
newsletter, and a membership card which
entitles you to a five per cent discount at
Wilderness Shops.

For general information on the Wilder-
ness Society, ring Michael Fegarty on 670
5229.
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What’s On

Volunteers required for
Youth Group

‘Interchange’ is an organisation which
caters for the needs of families with a dis-
abled child by providing respite care, They
have found that the best form of respite for
disabled teenager's families is a youth
group, where members can explore new ex-
periences, make new friends and, most im-
portanily, have a good time,

The group is held on altemate Saturdays
during the school term, and it is based at the
Camberwell Community Centre. The
program is intergraied, so social and recrea-
tional opportunities for teenagers, with and
without disabilities, is provided. At the mo-
ment, there are seventeen participants aged
between 13 and 18.

As they are funded to be integrated, it is

essential to ensure the participation of
leenagers without disabilities. There are
two main strategies toachieve this, The first
is 10 provide activities which are exciting,
fun and challenging; for example, water-
skiing, Nordic skiing, horse riding and ab-
seiling. The second is 1o ensure that they do
nol feel obliged to help with, or feel respon-
sible for, the teenagers with disabilities.
This is achieved by having plenty of volun-
teers for every session, There are three staff
members and they aim at having five or six
volunteers,
. There are many benefits 1o be had from
volunteering with this youth group. Integra-
tion is happening at schools and in the com-
munity - 10 have some experience with
people with disabilities is a real advantage,
and community service looks great on your
curriculum vitae! But apart from these
points, being a volunteer with Interchange
is satislying, fun and free. You will incur no
axpenses as a result of your involvement,
nor do you have 1o come along to every
group. If you can only make it once a
month, that's fine.

Inner East Interchange services Kew,
Hawthorn, Camberwell, Box Hill, Waver-
ley, Doncaster and Templestowe. Another
group has just started in Interchange
Southern region, which services Mordial-
loc, Moorabbin, Sandringham, Brighton,
QOakleigh, Malvern and Caulfield. This
group also needs volunteers. If you would
like to help, please contact:

Southern Region: Lyn Kelly - 532 0155

Inner East Region: Kathy Moynihan—836
9811

Bharatam Dance Company

An Indian Classical Temple Dance ac-
companicd by live music ina setting of bril-
liant colour will be seen in June at the
Victorian Arts Centre. The Bharatam
Dance Company, Australia's only fully
professional cross cultural dance ensemble
will premiere its first major production for
1989, The Dance of Shiva at The Studio,
Victorian Arts Centre from June 7 to 10

Chorcographer and Artistic Director,
Chandrabhanu, says it will be an elucidat-
ing expression of the symbols and myths of
the human psyche.

The Bharatam Dance Company re-affirms
its policy of heritage preservation with this
season, which will also be presented in
Perth in July. The company is also working
to foster greater understanding of different
cultures amongst young peaple through its
extensive dance-in-education programs,
They expect to present at least 65 perfor-
mances in schools in 1989,

For further information and tickets, con- E

tact Tina Young, Bhatatam Dance Com-
pany on 428 4395. Tickets: $21.40,
concessions for students, pensioners and
groups at $16.40 (no concessions Saturday
night).

German Government
Scholarships

The German Academic Exchange Service
is offering about fourteen scholarships for
post-graduate study at universities, techni-
cal universities and academies of art and
music in the Federal Republic of Germany.
Applicanis must have a Bachelor's Degree
and be Australian citizens between 18 and
32 years of age.

Scholarships are awarded to students from
any academic field, if study or research
places are available. Students must pass an
advanced German language examination
before gaining final admiuance to a Ger-
man institution,

The scholarships privide a monthly al-,
lowance of about DM900 10 DM 1490, and *
a further allowance is made if the student is
accompanied by a spouse. Travel expenses
to and from the Federal Republic of Ger- '
many for the scholar are covered by the
scholarships, and there are allowances for
books as well as health and accident in-
surance.

The usual academic year is from April 1
1990 to March 31 1991, or from October 1
1990 w September 30 1991, However, the
academic year for candidates in art or music
is from October 1 1990 to September 30
1991 only, Scholarships may be extended
under certain conditions.

Further information and application forms
are available from:

The Secretary, Department of Employ-
ment, Education and Training (German
Government Scholarships) PO Box 826,
Woden ACT 2606

Telephone enquiries: Mr Gordon
Shellsear (062) 83 7678. Applications close
June 23 1989,

Autumn Concert

The Oriana Madrigal Choir and the
Oriana Chamber Orchestra presents an
Autumn Concert on Friday May 26 at 8pm,
Motets by Allergi, Byrd, Gibbons, Bruck-
ner, Bach's Brandenburg Concerto No 2 in
F, Schubert’s Rosamunde Music and The
Shepherd on the Rock Mass No 2 in G.
Directed by Kingsley Sutton, with guest ar-
Lists.

The concert will be held at All Saints
Church, corner Dandenong Road and
Chapel Street, East St Kilda. Admission is
$12 (Concession $8) including supper.

Centre of Southeast Asian
Studies

Three new Working papers will be avail-
able soon from the publications office -
now located in $526. The price of each will
be 53. The titles and authors are as follows:

No53The armedforces of the Phillipines:
its perceptions on governing and the
prospects for the future by Viberto
Selochan,

No 54 The emergence of the modern
Malayan economy: the impact of foreign
trade in the nineteenth century by John
Drabble.

No 55 NGOs in Indonesia: popular move-
ment or arm of government? by Phillip
Eldridge.

Seminars take place on Thursdays at
11.15am in Room 515, Menzies Building,
Maonash University.

May 25 — Ms Cholthira Satyawadhana,
Department of Anthropology. *Millenarian
Movements of the Non-Khemer Speaking
Groups.”

Hear ye all singers!

The Australian Youth Choir requires new
voices, especially tenors and basses. If you
are 17 to 25, social and interested in build-
ing the ‘premier Oz group® then don’t
delay! Phone Helen on 232 5073 or Emmie-
Clare on 882 5850, or just come along 10
rehersal at Nunawading Civic Centre,
Sunday's 7pm to 10pm.

The choir is available for concerts, wed-
dings, private celebrations, conference
entertainment and Christmas functions.

Robert Blackwood Hall

Friday June 2, 7.45pm - Kodalay Music
Institute of Australia, Victorian branch
presents eleven children’s choirs in a non-
competitive festival. Admission: Adults 85,
Concession §2, family (2 adults, 2
children).

Saturday June 3, 8pm — Melbourne Welsh
Male Choir present their annual “Night of
Song’, singing traditional Welsh Choral
Musi¢, Conducted by Bill Mead, and

<{'

June 1 - Dr lan Mabbeit, History Depart-
ment. ‘Religion in Early Southeast Asia:
Writing for the Cambridge History."

June 8 — Dr Tony Reid, Department of
Pacific and Southeast Asian History. 'Is-
lamisation and Christianisation in
Southeast Asia: The Critical Phase, 1550 -
1650."

Gay Workshop

Gay and Lesbian Campus Coalition are
holding a workshop on Gay Sex on Satur-
day, May 20. The day starts with breakfast
at9.30amat La Trobe University. The guest
speaker for Workshop One is the editor of
‘Outrage’. Workshop 2 is entitled
‘Womyn’s Works’, by Megan and Julie,
followed by lunch (1-3pm), and finally
another workshop discussing ‘Pride Week®
and 'Gay Studies,’ discussion of Gay issues
on campuses (guest speaker is (0 be con-
firmed).

For further details, contact Student Gay
Line, phone 565 4195 (or ext 4195).

featuring guest artist, Kenith Collins, well
known Australian Operatic Tenor.

Admission: Adults $16, Concession §12.
Tickets available at Robert Blackwood Hall
Box Office on 544 5448. For further infor-
mation please contact 801 1292,

Tuesday June 6, 8pm — Avila College
present “The Performance of the Creative
Arts’ featuring Music, Drama and Art. Ad-
mission $6, Concession $3, Family $15.
For further information and tickets, please
contact 807 6677.

Friday June 30, 8pm - The world's most
beloved choir, the magnificent Vienna Boys
Choir. Admission: Adults $29.90, Conces-
sion $16.90. Bookings of twenty or more,
$24.90.

The What's On column is compiled by
Sandy Guy, phone 565 3183

| GREEN WEEK IS COMING
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There is no difference between being
raped and being pushed down a flight
of cement steps . . . except that the
wounds also bleed inside.

There is nodifference between being
raped and being run over by a truck . . .
except that afterwards menask if you
enjoyed it.

There is nodifference between being
raped and losing a hand in a mowing
machine . . .except that doctorsdon’t
want to get involved, the police wear
a knowing smirk, and in small towns
you become a veteran whore.

There is no dilference between being
raped and going head first through a
windshicld . . . except that afterwards
you are afraid not of cars but of half
the human race.

Rape is about power not sex

The business of images

A businessworman is agressive A businessman is dynamic

A businesswoman is picky A businessman is good on details
A businesswoman is bitchy A businessman loses his temper
A businesswoman is pushy A businessman is a go—getler

When she's moody
it must be her time of the month

When he’s depressed,

everyone tiptocs past his office
She doesn't know when Lo quit He follows through
She’s stuck-up He's confident
She's hard as nails He stands firm
She’s stubborn He has the courage of his convictions
She’s been around He's a man of the world
She's a lush He can handle his liquor
She's mouthy He isn’t afraid to say what he thinks
She's emotional He’s human
She’s power mad He exercises authority diligently
She’s secretive He is closed-mouthed
She’s implusive He can make quick decisions

She's hard to work [or He's a stern taskmaster

Blaming the victim

Was he asKing for it?

'Mr Smith, you were held up at gunpoint on the corner of First and Main?’
‘Yes.!

'Did you struggle with the robber?”

‘No.

‘Why not?”

‘He was armed.”

‘Then you made a conscious decision to comply with his demands rather than resist?’
Yes.*

‘Did you scream? Cry out?’

‘No. I was afraid.”

‘I see. Have you ever been held up before?’

‘No.’

‘Have you ever given money away?’

‘Yes, of course.”

‘And you did so willingly?"

"What are you getting a1?’

“Well, let’s put it like this, Mr. Smith. You've given money away in the past. In fact you
have quite a reputation for philanthropy. How can you be sure you weren't contriving
to have your money taken by force?’

‘Listen, if I wanted...'

‘Never mind, What time did this holdup take place?”
‘About 11.00pm.’

“You were out on the street at 11,00pm? Doing what?*
‘Just walking.’

‘Just walking? You know that it’s dangerous being out on the street that late at night,
Weren't you aware that you could have been held up?’

‘I hadn't thought about it.”

“What were you wearing?"

‘Let’s see — a suit. Yes, a suit.’

‘An expensive suit?’

‘Well . . . yes. I'm a successful lawyer, you know."

‘In other words, Mr Smith, you were walking around the streets late at night in a suit
that practically advertised the fact that you might be a good target for some easy money,
isn’t that so? I mean, if we didn’t know better, Mr Smith, we might cven think that you
were asking for this to happen, mightn’ty | v wife Wednesday May 17 1989 Page 7



El Salvador - after the elections

Alfredo Christiani - a wealthy
coffee plantation owner and can-
didate of the extreme right
Nationalist Republican Party

(ARENA) - has emerged as the | £
new president of El Salvador after ff

elections held on March 19.

Christiani received 53 per cent of the
vote compared 1o 37 per cent for his nearest
rival, Fidel Chavez Mena of the Christian
Democrats. But according tothe rebel news
service Radio Venceremos only 900,000
people voted out of 2.3 million who are on
the rolls (39 per cent). ARENA received the
support of less than 7 per cent of Salvadoran
citizens.

The Farabundo Marti National Libera-
tion Front (FMLN) had called for a boycott
of the elections after both ARENA and the
Christian Democrats rejected FMLN
proposals for negotiations 0 ensure [air
elections.

The army was mobilised, pnru'cular]y
for election day; their indiscriminate shoot-
ing led to the deaths of three journalists.
Two journalists were shot in the back after
being ‘mistaken for terrorists.” A Duich
television reporter, Cornel LeGrouw, was
shot afler his car passed through a check-
point without being waved down,

FMLN boycott

The FMLN boycott showed how liule
support the US-backed Salvadorean regime
has, Christiani received the support of just
19 per cent of eligible voters, while the
governing party of the last five years, the
Christian Democrats, could musteronly 11
per cent.

The swing from the Christian Democrats
to ARENA was no surprise, With the civil
war continuing out of control the economy
has been strerched 1o breaking point and the
government had been forced to impose un-
populor taxes. It lost the support of the
peasantry when it failed 1o deliver on
promised land reform and has used the
army against striking workers.

The economy would be in a much worse
state if not for US military and economic
aid, which has been running at around $2
million a day.

ARENA’s dominance of the political
apparatus marks the demise of US policy
aimed al propping up a creditable
‘moderate force.” Inclaiming that it was not
preparcd to support the ‘extremism of either
the left or the rluﬂzt‘ the US had envisaged
a long reign of the Christian Democrats.

ARENA’s National Assembly leader,

| Sigfredo Ochoa Perez, called it a ‘Marxist-

Leninist trap to see whether the army or the
government will fall first.' Duarte said it
could not be becausea ne-
ment of the elections would violale
provisions of the constittion.

While the FMLN called for a boycott of
the poll, a candidate representing a coali-
tion of several parties that have been closely
lassociated with the rebel forces par-
ticipated. Guillermo Ungo of the National
Revolutionary Movement (MNR) stood on
a ticket called Democratic Convergence
which included MNR, the Social
Democratic Party (PSD) and the Popular
Social Christian Movement (MPSC).

While the official results put the vote for

_Ipemocratic Convergence at only 3.7 per
g dcent, Ungo claimed that many ballots cast

. - for him were subsequently spoiled by elec-

When he was elected president five
years ago, Christian Democrats leader
Napoleon Duarte promised land reform and
a crack-down on violations of human
rights. ARENA, on the other hand, has been
described as ‘the party of the death squads.'

ARENA's founder and president, Major
Roberto D’ Aubuisson, has frequently been
named as responsible for the 1980 murder
of the outspoken archbishop of San Sal-
vador, Oscar Romero.

Dan Quayle flew in

Immediately after being sworn in as US
vice-president, Dan Quayle flew down o El
Salvador for meetings with political and
military leaders. In public he repeated the
warning that US aid to El Salvador after the
elections would depend on respect for
human rights. In private, he cleared the way
for an immediate US recognition of an
ARENA victory.

US State Deparunenwkespemon‘
Charles Redman, said the rofals ob-
server team had described the elections as
‘free and fair.

With this seal of approval, Christiani set
out to fulfil his side of the bargain by trying
1o clean uﬁ ARENA's i . He promised
to respect umnnrighlsan:;saidhls OVern-
ment would work ‘to help people who need
itmosL.”

But ARENA’s new moderate image is
primarily designed for international con-
sumption and has little credibility in El
Salvador, *

ARENA and the Christian Democrats
conspired to dismiss proposals from the
FMLN that may have cleared the way fora
mare peaceful resolution of the civil war.

The FMLN's 12-point plan was
delivered to incumbent president Duarte in
January by Archbishop Arturo Rivera y
Damas, acting as mediator. 1t involved sig-
nificant concessions on the part of the rebel
forces who said they were also prepared (o
consider any serious counter-proposals.

The FM{.N proposed a new electoral
;glmmnglssim‘wilit:w rleuﬁ{nesenmﬁvwmogaan

g those w ve
snpponm FMLN. It suggested the
postponement of the elections to enable this
commission to reach agreement on proce-
dures and promised a five day truce leading
up 1o the elections in order to guarantee a
non-intimidatory atmosphere.

Above all it stated that the FMLN would
be willing to accept the outcome of the elec-
tions provided it had been convinced they

had been conducted fairly.

While organisations like National Unity
of Salvadorian Workers (UNTS) ed
enthusiastically o the plan, both Christian

Democrats and ARENA dismissed it out of
hand.

El Salvador in crisis

El Salvador has been in the state of
crisis for the last nine years - the last
five of which have been dominated by
the right wing Christian Democrats,
led by Napolean Duarte and backed
by the United States.

When elected five years ago, Duarte .

promised land reform and a crack down on
violations of human rights. These promises
were never brought to fruition.

US foreign policy in the whole of central
and Latin America has been eroded over
recent years, as more people become aware
of and oppose the role being played by the
US in its aggressive actions. The overnt ag-
gression towards Nicaragua has come
under increasing criticism as the Sandinis-
tas expose the lies of the US when it claims
that the Nicaraguans are not democratical-
ly elected. Similarly, the policy in El
Salvador, aimed at propping up a regime
that has inflicted repression on the people,
has become more marginalised.

In January this year, the FMLN
(Farubundo Marti Mational Liberation
Front) put forward a series of proposals in
an attempt to solve the country’s political
crisis. The FMLN have widespread support
in both urban and rural areas, with many of
the districts under their control. People of
El Salvador have been subjected to horren-
dous attacks by ‘death squads', just for
being known activists opposed to the op-
pression. Trade union offices have been
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fircbombed and union leaders have been
tortured, disappeared or been murdered.
Even US supporters of the FMLN have dis-
appered.

The FMLN justifiably believe that if free
and fair elections were held, they would
gain victory,

Al the time of FMLN forwarding their
proposals, El Salvador was gearing up for
an election in March. It looked certain to
Tetnm the extreme right wing group, Arena,
led by death squad leader, Robert d'-
Aubusson.

The FMLN proposals were designed to
convert the elections into a basis for a
negotiated settlement. They were
developed on the basis that the last five
elections in the country had resolved none
of the country's problems and that the
majority of the population doubted the
credibility of the election process.

In an auempt o achieve peace, the
FMLN proposed that
o glections be delayed until September

o the government immedialely and as-
sasinations, Lorture and repression

e thearmy, police and paramilitary for-
ces be confined to barracks on elec-
tions

¢ the Democratic Convergance be in-
tegrated into the central electoral
council and the electoral code be
based on consensus

o Salvadorans outside the country be

entitled to vote the

o US remain outside the electoral

process and not support any party &
ceasefire be implemented.

As a symbol of good faith, the FMLN
agreed (o accept any outcome of elections
held under these circumstances.

These proposals were rejected by Arena
and the Christian Democrats although the
major trade union body in El Salvador wel-
comed the proposal.

The FMLN therefore called for aboycott
of the clections and the mere conduct of the
elections became a test of strength.

One week prior to the elections of
FMLN called a transport strike which was
98 per cent effective and also left 80 per
cent of El Salvador without electricity.

In about 10 per cent of the elegtoral dis-
tricts, the elections were totally abandoned.

The right wing were forced to mobilise
the army and indiscriminate shooting took
place. This resulted in the death of three
foreign journalists.

The FMLN boycott showed that the US-
backed regime has little support among the
people of El Salvador. Less than 900,000
people of the 2.3 million population voted,
39 per cent.

Alfrede Christiani, a wealthy coffee
plantation owner running for Arena
emerged as the new President, receiving 53
per cent of the vote. His nearest rival, the
Christian Democrats, gained 37 per cent.

al officials. The governing parties were
1o ensure that the right-wing National
‘valition Party (PCN) ran third so that it,
and not Democratic Convergence, would
win a position on the Electoral Commis-
sion.

Ungo’s role

_The fact that Ungo stood, even after the
rejection of the FMLN proposal, has led to
speculation of arift between the FMLN and
the Revolutionary Democratic Front
(FDR}), led by Ungo.

results were announced, Ungo is
reported as saying: ‘Fear and the FMLN
boycott hurt us badly.

However, before the elections, Ungo
had said that while the FMLN had not sup-
ported the decision to participate, it had
‘accepted and respected” it. Had the FMLN

been accepted the rebel forces
could have then come behind the campaign
of Democratic Convergence.

Ungo had also said that he was not con-
testing the elections in order to win but to
highlight the need for a political solution to
the civil war. The low voter turnout, the
violence of election day, and the ARENA
victory have certainly made it clear that this
election will resolve nothing.

An FMLN stalement released afier the
elections described the success of the
boycott as ‘a popular triumph, a combative
repudiation of the elections, carried out
after the blocking of the FMLN
proposal and the defeat of the Reagan
Administration's stralegy in El Salvador.’

The swing of Arena was no surprise ata
time when the internal war is continuing
and the economy is streiched to breaking
point. The departing government has been
forced to impose unpopular taxes. It had
also lost the support of the peasants because
it had failed to implement the promised land
reform and had used the army against strik-
ing workers.

Arenaand the Christian Democrats com-
pete for the support of the 14 wealthy
families who have dominated El Salvador
for over 100 years. Arena have gained in-
creasing support over the last five elections.
Last year Arena gained control of the con-
gress when two-thirds of the mayors
became Arena members. Most, however,
have been forced to govern from exile and
26 subsequently forced to resign in regions
under FMLN influence.

Christiani has attempted to clean up
Arena's image but this is more for interna-
fional consumption than the benefit of
Salvadorans.

Democratic Convergence candidate
Gullermo Ungo claims that many of the bal-
lots supporting him were destroyed by
electoral officials. Ungo said he wasn't
contesting the elections to win but to high-
light the need for a political solution to the
war, Low voter participation and victory (o
the right wing make it clear the election will
solve nothing he said.

The FMLN declared the boycott a sug-
cess ‘a popular triumph, a combative
jation of the elections, carried out
after the blocking of the FMLN peace
proposal and the defeat of the Reagan
Administration's stralegy in El Salvador.’



Namibia

Independence and Bey_ond

Report of a conference held in Mel-
bourne on May 6 and 7, 1989.

This conference was very well auended
with representatives from the United Na-
lions, Zambia, India, Japan, various
liberation movements around the world,
and from anti-apartheid groups from all
around Australia,

The opcm'n§ address gave a run down on
the historical context of the Namibian
‘problem’ and how South Africa has con-
tunued to exploit Namibia's mincral
resources in blatant contravention of UN
resolutions. Also, how foreign companies
help to exploit this wealth and the extent 1o
which South African companies have as-
sets all around the world. In particular, the
way the South African companies De Beers
(Anglo Saxon headed by the Oppen-
Reimer family) have been able to
monopolise the diamond trade and how

{1

they have been able 1o get control of
Australia's diamond industry,

The most surprising aspect 1o come oul
of this conference was the way South Africa
has been able to exploit the process of inde-
pendance for Namibia Lo suil its own needs.
The clashes that occured in early April be-
tween South African forces and SWAPO

‘guerillas’ were well documented in our
media with the blame puton the *terrorists’,
What was not said was that the accord was
extremely vague on Lthe movements of
SWAPO guenllas inside Namibia, that the
UN forces were noteven in the region to su-
pervise any alleged breaches and that the
kommondant of the UN forces, Mr Ah-
tisaani, accepled at face value reports of the
South African's without seeking inde-
pendent conformation, for instance local
church gmurs.

So, not only did the UN forces bow to the
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treachery of the SA and so lose all
credibility with Namibians, but there seems
o be evidence that this incidence was a cal-
culated affair 10 show that South African
strength was still omnipresentand that inall
probabilitys many civilians were also
killed. This deviousness by SA is part of a
grander plan which will be outlined later
on.

Unfortunately for the Namibians, an
eventual retarn to Namibia is only going to
be the start of their trouble, First, once they
reach the so-called assembly points, they
will only be given seven days of pocket
money’, some food, a blanket and expected
1o retum 10 their homes. Considening there
is food shortages in some parts of the
country, minimal internal transportation
and no jobs for them, it"sa wonder how they
are supposed 10 “integraie’ back into their
villages. The eventual fate of up to 6000 or-
phans with no families to go o is not even
considered.

tion, Considering that all the media
is in SA hands, the dissemination of
propaganda will not be difficult and thus it
1s probable that SWAPO will not achieve
the two-thirds necessary for a majority, In
this case, constitutional crisis would
develop as the country would not have
either a constitution or a legal parliament,
leading 1o social unrestand probable SA in-
tervention to ‘restore order” until necessary
~the le continues.

3. If all else fails, then there is the tried
method of fostering a civil war by starting
your own guerilla force, a-la Angola and
Mozambique. It seems that a sizable num-
ber of Namibians have crossed the border
1o seck the ‘protection’ of South Africa.

There they have been materially looked
after, recognised as refugees and been
trained. Once SWAPO wins, these people
will then be held up as victims of the god-
less, communist regime 10 the north, and as
upholders of liberty, freedom and
democracy - and the struggle continues.

Rk sfrna2,

PICURN OW LIPT I3 DEFINTYELY PisSE
AND HAS OUTLIVID USHFULNESS. TWE Wmw
THAGE POR PULLING OUY OF NATS T3 whm
TIOUSE ON THE RIGNY, WARKN? RESRARCE
PROVES THAT THN GULLTELE VOTER WILD
RRACY POSTYIVELY %0 THIS TNAGH aND
PORGYT (NEEFLOTNENY, TROCRFETESCE,
HNOLING 4D 4 YORSINTNO BOOWORT. TRE
FRINE NINTSTER EIPRCTS OUR PULL 00-g <

Contrary to the UN's ineptness at prepar-
ing a smooth transition to independence,
SA knows very well what it's doing, and
basically it can be summarised under three
main points.

L. It will try to stop the elections. This will
be done by staging ‘incidents’ like that in
early Apnl and creating a climate of in-
stability and warfare throughout the
country. It will then be able 1o proclaim that
the atmosphere isnotconducive 1o free and
fair’ elecuons and so will postpone them —
the struggle continues.

2. To draw upanew constitution, the win-
ning party will need a two-thirds majority
to pass these regulations. In order to prevent
SWAPO from achieving this, SA will
create confusion in the country, for instance
ina ‘country’ where no elections have ever
been held it scems that 40 parties have
registered by fostering cthnic division, ig-

norance and sheer intimidation within the *

If one needed further proof of SA inter-
vention it is probably useful to note that in
the interim period until the elections on
September 1, Namibia is administered by a
South African appointed Governer
General. He will have at his disposal, if one
forgets the role of the regular SA defence -
forces, the local Namibian police who were
expanded recently by the conclusion of
3000 ex Koevelr members, The Koevel is
the counter insurgency force that was wide-
Iy used in the 70"sand 80's in ‘neutralising’
SWAPO members and was accused b
human rights(?), aid agencies and church(?

of perpetuating atrocilies on the civilian
population, w';gup-ead terrorising and the
torture of prisoners.

In hope,
Piergiorgio Moro
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more than just a conservation issue

s the twentieth century draws to a close, the last of the world's rainforests are in danger of being
evably lost along with the few remaining hunter-gatherer communities living beneath their
threatened eaves. The destruction of these beautiful forests, abundant in life and resources invalu-
able to humanity, is being carried out in the name of ‘development’ in countries where many people
remain trapped in circles of poverty, oppression and inequality which the desecration of rainforests

will not end.

In response to the problems of environmental
destruction, poverty and human rights abuse, a large number
of people in western nations and Japan have
conservation, foreign development and human rights
organisations which have achieved considerable successes
in their struggle for a clean and beautiful world free from
oppression. For example, environmentalists have gained
victories such as the declaration of national parks and the
introduction of pollution-control regulations. Over 10,000
prisoners of conscience adopled by Amnesty International
since 1974 have been released, many of them activists
against human rights abuse and poverty, Organisations such
as Community Aid Abroard have supported numerous
development projects that help the poor and oppressed to
gain some control over the means of survival and achieve
better living standards.

However, much more needs to be done. In order for
further campaigns w be won it would be a great advantage
il environmentalists, human rights supporters and foreign
development activists formed closer ties of communication
atd co-operation over particular issues. Two current
controversies strongly suggest the need for united'
campaigns around issues of closely inter-relaled concerns:
the destruction of Amazonian rainforests in Brazil and
logging in the rainforests of Sarawak,

Tropical Rainforests

Almost half of the world's tropical forests have been lost
since 1945. In the 1970s the US Natonal Academy of
Sciences estimated that 200,000 square kilometres of
rainforest were being destroyed or seriously degraded every
year. Since that time the level of destruction has risen. And
‘with the disappearance of more and more forest every day,
countless numbers of plant and animal species are gone
forever,

Tropical rainforests are far too precious to lose. They
have provided the raw materials for up toa third of all drugs.
used in western nations, as well as genetic materials gk
from wild relatives of commercial cmps 10 improve

numerous rainforest plants, such as thé
that may join the list of mose.wmchha
materials used to fight cance
provide materials to hel
Tropical rainforest
resource of food and 5
evu)}day commaoditics suchy
‘Tice, lim:s WaAKE *

erials, including
tea, sugar, bananas,
\ jals for plastics and soaps.
tifitd many other potential food
fat could be developed from

BVery square kilometre of rainforest
ed, more and mare sources of material
1are lostalong with the many jobs they could

rainforest can have destructive ramifications for the forest
ecology. Every time the forest shrinks in size or species
number and diversity, its ability to survive is weakened.
Even the degradation of a few square kilometres can leave
many species extinet because of the intense crowding of life
forms into specific arcas. This is shown by the fact that the
tiny country of Panama has about as many plant species as
Europe, while the Amazon forest holds one fifth of all the
birds on canh.

Rainlorests provide very important environmental
services. They regulate the flow of water to farms,
reservoirs, irrigation sysiems and rivers, which means that
de-forestation can result in (looding, as has happened in
India. The destruction of rainforests may also result in
droughts and reduce the ecosystem's ability o process
carbon dioxide, which is released into the atmosphere by the
burning of tropical forests being cleared, thereby
contributing to the greenhouse effect.

Yet the devastation of these invaluable forests goes on
every day.

Genocide in Malaysia and Brazil

In the East Malaysian state of Sarawak, on the island of
Borneo, some of the last nomadic hunter-gatherer peoples
are struggling against the devestation of their rainforest
homelands by logging companies. For more than a year,
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these people, known as the Penan, Ilaveauempl.edlo
maintain road blockades against logging companies while
they appeal to the Sarawak state and Malaysian federal
governments to protect their ancestral lands, However, the
heads of government, some of whom have obtained
personal imber interests, have refused to enter into dialogue
with the Penan. In a country where serious opposition to the
Mabhathir regime is disallowed, the only hope for the Penan
and their forests is action by people in other countries to
pressure companics (such as the Australian company John
Holland Holdings) to withdraw investments, and for
g_;ov:;nmem action against the importing of Malaysian
tmber.

Last year an area of Brazilian rainforest about the size of
Belgium was burnt o clear land for cattle grazing. The
destruction is increasing at such a rate that in ten years only
one tenth of the present rainforest in Brazil is likely to
remain. The forests are also threatened by mining and timber,
industries as well as by roads, especially the Acre to
highway currently under construction. With the de
o!' the rainforests, the last of the AmazoniafIng

Without the rainforests these hunter-gathererpe
no longer practise their traditional wa ﬂ]. e,
cultural identities will be lost. With th

cultures and world views
just as valuable as, our

ke outsiders. There are also reports that
ins have begn murdered at the instigation of ranchers or
@. id_mining invaders in their conflicts with the
A70nins over the land and forest.
gicase of Chico Mendes highlights human righis

s abuses against those who atiempt (o save Brazilian

ainforests, Mendes was a rubber tapper who lead an
alliance of Indians, rural people and tappers against the
destruction of the forest. They set up blockades against
timber companies and ranchers clearing the forest. Just
before Christmas, Mendes was assassinated by two
unknown gunmen.

The situation is Sarawak isn’tany better. Under the 1987
Malaysian Internal Security Act, environmentalists, civil
righis activists and Penan have been arrested. Although
most have now been released, there were reports of police
brutality against the Penan. However, opponents of the
government have no access to the media, which is censored,
and their political actions are restricted by the constant
threat of state repression.

‘Development’ for whom?

The destruction of rainforests is justified by the wealthy
and powerful inierests responsible on the grounds that it is
necessary for economic development. Yet the economic
gains are likely to be very limited and they will only benefit
a small part of the populations of Brazil and Malaysia.

Much of the profit from logging in Sarawak will go 1o
foreign companics and thus leave the country. Most of the
remaining profit will be taken by Malaysian business people
and state officials, such as James Wong, the Minister for the
Environment in the Sarawak State Government. Wong has
a personal financial stake in the local timber industry. Little
or no economic benefits will accrue o the peasants and
workers of West Malaysia or even the town workers in
Bomeo.

In Brazil, big business and large landowners are major
beneficiaries of the desecration of the Amazon forests, but
a considerable amount of deforestation is also caused by
gold prospectors and landless peasants who have lost their
old lands to more powerful interests. In allowing peasants
into this region, the government hopes to alleviate some of
the poverty and unemployment that plagues Brazil, but

clearing the rainforests will provide no real solution to the -

plight of the poor.

This is because of the ecological nature of rainforests,
which grow in very poor soil. The reason why they are so
abundant in plant life is because of the continual fall of
leaves and other organic material to the forest floor, where

it soon decays in the humidity and thus provides a very
fertile bed in which the forest can flourish, However, once
the trees are 1aken away this cycle is destroyed. The forest
floor becomes exposed to rain, wind and sun and the soil
quickly erodes, especially if other planis have been cleared
for farming. At best the soil can provide for one agricultural
harvest, after which it is likely 1o become barren or only
capable of supporting scrub, as has occured in parts of
Indonesia, This is a major rcason why the clearing of
rainforests in Brazil is so rapid. Landholders must
continually move on and clear more forest 1o plant more
crops. In allowing lhmwmnnnmuwgnvmmns hoping
to avoid the much better solution ‘smbunng the

Ases ﬂuussucl of environmental
human rights and the

i understanding of the complexity and ramifications of
particular issues. For example, environmental groups need
10 examine alternative strategies for economic development
losolvc]xublcmsmch as poverty if their conservation
campaigns are (0 be truly worthwhile. People concerned
about human rights should be fully aware about why some
people are being oppressed and seek the support for human
rights campaigns of other people and organisations
concerned with related issues. In ways such as these we
might have a greater chance of achieving the victories that
we are fighting for.

What Can You Do?

If the rainforests and their inhabitants are to be saved and
alternative development strategies found, much help will be
needed from western countries. Already some gaing have
been made with the recent dismissal of charges against a
number of Borneans involved in road blockades and a
European Parliament ban on the importing of rainforest
timbers from Sarawak. Some Australian environmental
groups are already involved in the struggle to save the
rainforests and hunter-gatherer communities of Malaysia
and Brazil. You can join these organisations and become
actively involved in their campaigns:

Rainforest Information Centre PO Box 368, Lismore
NSW 2480

Rainforest Action Group PO Box 214, Healesville 3777

There «is also an intermational organisation trying (o
protect hunter-gatherer societies:

Survival International 310 Edgeware Road London W2
IDY United Kingdom

If you are concerned about human rights then it is well
worthwhile joining Amnesty Iniemational. Amnesty is a
worldwide organisation with great respect and surprising
success in securing the release of prisoners of conscience in
many countries. A group concerned with human rights in
Malaysia and Singapore has also recently been formed in
Australia.

Amnesty International Hak Hak PO Box 118 Ormond
3204

The best Australian organisation dealing with foreign aid
and development is Community Aid Abroad. CAA goes
beyond charity by trying to bring about self-sustaining
change in the situation of the poor in Asia, Africa, Latin
America and Australian Aboriginal communities,
especially through supporting economic projects which
involve people in developing and managing schemes to
improve their living standards. CAA is sensitive to
environmental issues snd in 1987 held a conference at
Melbourne University about the relationship between
development and the environment.

Community Aid Abroad 156 George Street Fitzroy 3065
Ph.419 7111

References 1. Michagl Kennedy, “The Struggle For The
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Nation Bent On Self-Destruction,’ The Age 25/3/89 3.
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Rainforest pamphlet, Friends Of The Earth. 6. “World's
Tropical Rainforests: An International Crisis,” Wilderness
News, The Wilderness Society. 7. World Rainforest Report,
Nos.10 & 11, Rainforest Information Centre,
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Pope Tex seen at Cask Castle

othing happens at Monash — nothing happens in Melbourne. Your Pope pontificated on this as
Nhe attempted to glean inspiration for the much maligned Skinhead Bowling experience. Oh there
was some news. A cretin-cull extravaganza in Canberra and a victory for careerist greenies in Tas-
sie. KB’s boys notched up their third win — he’s getting those youngsters in shape.

Arriving at Cask Castle, slab in hand, we bid "Hello” to
Princess Bong. She was not impressed with the interruption.
Once inside, Lord Cone immediately began a long diatribe
about post-post office structuralism. The good Princess
responded, embittered with misanthropic venom. She
proclaimed that we all talked o much and that she’d had
it. Cookie, needless to say, had no quick.

A clanking of bottles outside the the drawbridge signified
two possibilitics. It was either Stewy or the blond Adonis.
[t urned out to be both, The blond Adonis, resplendent with
green flourescent fiddle rabbitied on about nothing while
the Mudmen emblazoned student teacher threw a loose
typewriter al the cave dweller's quarters,

So on we droned, non-entity 10 non-entity in a gossip of
unceasing vitirol.

‘Did you go to the Gothic gig?' intoned His Majesty
Bong. 'If you didn’t, piss off and NOW."

‘What Gothic gig?', someone in the fog of cigaretie
inspired pollution intoned.

*You know. Old Greek Theatre. Tired receptionist who

hates smokers. Creek Greek withanose you see firstcoming |

round a comner. Slanted floors. Skulls. Black corsets. And
no one in the andience. Most cool indeed.’

No. No one present had been aware of this fashion
manifestation and protested much more interesting
activities on said night.

‘But it was THE gig', screamed a voice which, years
hefore, [ would have recognised as being that owned by
King Bong. Now however, cones of a magnitude known
only to the simple inhabitants of Krackatoa had done their
worst, and the voice was merely a feeble croak, dressed up
as usual in fur, lamé and a general air of ennui.

And then the band started playing. Abbott and Costello
on vocals, His cousin Mitch Miller played guitar and Annie
Ouakley, Liule Joe and Stevie learnt bongos as they wenl.
Over o Monterey City,

Then Garry played silver paper and sold them. One for
oo fucking much anyway. Talent, that is.

Kali Kali creamed their Yabbas and Bob Marivy invested
in a Box Set every gig he went to. 1t was the sinash hit — it

changed the face of Thaichers everywhere.

The alter the band they all went to the most over there
rainforest and cut down some bark to draw and write with.

As I cleared off the last remnanis of rotten lomatoes,
yobbo spit, yuppie spit, children's spit, skinhead's vomit,
grandmother’s spit and finally wiped clean the dog piss off
my municipal grey coloured uniform, T ruminated about my
bookings. The midgets with callipers on her blue stumpied
legs who fell out of her wheelchair and concussed herself
for a half an hour. Fortunately, by the ime she came to, her
meter had expired. I was polite and courteous as | offered
my hand to her, but unfortunately she misinterpreted my
gesture as one of benevolence — as in giving her a hand to
get in her wheelchair — she did not respond in a civilised
manner when I placed the ticket in her left calliper and
booked her wheelchair for double parking.

She started yelling at me for help. [ said, politely, I can't
give you help because | wear a grey uniform. Men in blue
uniforms give you help, I'm here to keep the streets honest,
I patted her on the hump and with two bookings on the board
a day was Lo be had!

I stood there in my underpants staring into the mirror,
staring atmy skinny legs, my pathetic pale belly, my jowlish
face, and my ‘not just there' ginger moustache,

What to do tonight? Shall T go and see Kali Kali Green
and learn to play the bongos? Will I go 1o the Gothic gig?
No, no one will be there. Will I go to cone castle? No, I think
1"l find a hospital and book a few cars just for fun, you know
the ones that park in no standing zones due to an emergency,
Now before you think what a bastard, if you just lost your
wife and four children in a car accident, wouldn’l you want
something to take your mind off things! Something trivial!
I'doaservice for the community. I remember when 1 booked
my first pedal car at kindergarten! [ used to write tickets and
stick them on the toilet door when grandpa with the plastic
arsehole coming out of his tummy stayed in there 100 long.

After the stressful unkarma like happenings at Cask
Castle, Lady Hawke and I hit the taxi trail, Gazza, the driver,
was a manic reformed junkie who had discovered God and
Genet. Lady ‘Hawke got 1o sit in the front seat with the

L o

reformed God fearing Gazza. Lady Hawke, alicr indulging
in certain substances not redily available o the general
public, replied politely o Gazza's insistent probing about
out good night out. Gazza then eased into a stress-laden epic
concerning his girlfriend (I'm calling her Cheryl because
she sounded like a full-on Cheryl) who had left im. Lady
Hawke soothed Gazza by stating coherently that the young
lassic would be powering back in no time at all to rejoice in
his new-found redemption, given by the great Space
Admiral in the sky. Unfortunately, young Cheryl had pissed
off for 18 months on her own caper and was having none of
that from bodgy Gaz.

Lady Hawke ignored the foam-drenched gibberish and
perused the sleet neat street. A pily Gazza the work
experience Christian cabbie didn’t have a bit of a gander at
the road. He raved on ad inflinitum about making a real
woman out of Cheryl. This transformation involved cuting
down to a wheelbarow of smack per week and having
children. *I"'m thirty now’, he leered, hyperventilating over

"his archaic packet of Ardath,

We finally ditched the stigmata’d test case and proceeded
back to the rainforest. Unfortunately it had become littered
with pines during the interim. This was a mite disturbing, so
we thought a bit of logic limitation was necessary. We went
in search of mushrooms. Bul for that fascimating tale we
must wail 1ill next issue. In the meanume your good natured
Tex will leave you with this advice, Try to avoid cating
orange-coloured toadstools with imposing red dots.

See you later rend setters and remember as Persk says,
‘Don’t commit any fashion crimes”.
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Nuclear Power

There‘s been a lot of talk lately about the green-
house effect and how the global warming
associated with it will lead to environmentally
catastrophic results for life on earth. Associated
with this has been the suggestion that nuclear
power is the panacea for the greenhouse effect.
Those suggesting that nuclear power is the answer
have by and large been from the nuclear industry,
which has been rubbing its hands at the oppor-
tunity to sell its unpopular and unsafe product in
the light of the greenhouse effect.

The greenhouse effect

The greenhouse effect is the result of over-use of energy
by humans. It is caused by the release of gases, primarily
carbon dioxide (the other offending gases being
Chloroflourocarbons, or CFCs, and methane), which occurs
as fossil fuels are burnt. Oil and gas fired power stations,
cars and factories are the main burners of the fossil (uels that
lead 1o six billion tonnes of greenhouse causing gases o be
pumped into our atmosphere every year, Meanwhile, the
forests of the world are bemg dﬁlroyed atan ever increasing
rale, reducing the ea dissipate the gases
which cause - )

of land. The ¢
Bangladesh where fac Ag€ompounding the
problems this poor country Iy sul'fcrs from. Warming,
combined v ith the massive destruction of trees, will mean
a spread of desertification which means less productive land
for food production and the loss of fertile ecosystems. These
are only acouple of the effects of greenhouse. It is a problem
we must avoid, but not at all costs.

Nuclear power

Nuclear power does not create any greenhouse causing
gases. So, the argument goes, we can solve the greenhouse
effect by replacing fossil fueled power generators with
nuclear powered generators. This is an opportunistic
argument put foward by the nuclear industry. It is an
argument which leaves out, deliberately, the effects of
nuclear power, and ignores the facts about the viability of
nuclear power, Many people have been arguing against
nuclear power on the basis of economics, however, the
question of the safety of nuclear power has been glossed
over. It’s ime we took another look at the safety problems
of nuclear power in detail, for nuclear power is the most
dangerous way humans have ever thought of to boil water.

Nuclear power is dangerous at every step of its
production, From mining to power generation Lhere are
safety hazards, and there are a lot of steps in the nuclear
power cycle (see atached diagram).

The mining of uranium is a dangerous occupation, Aside
from the usual dangers of mining there are a few extras when
uranium is mined. Radon is released into the water supply
and into the atmosphere at a greater rate than occurs
naturally. Miners are exposed o radon gas, which is
radioactive and there is a related high rate of lung cancer for
wranium miners. Protection for miners reflects the dangers
_involved; propased shiclding for miners has included lead

sheeting for trucks and clothing, air conditioned excavator
cabins to prevent inhalation of dangerous dust and the like.
One wonders whether these procedures are being followed.
If not, it has been estimated that it is safe for miners to be in
the mines for only one hour per week.

The ore mined in a uranium mine cantains very little
uranium. For a tonne of ore there will only be around two
kilograms of uranium, The milling process, which separates
the uranium from the ore, produces tailings which are
radioactive. These tailings have contaminated drinking
water and been used to construct buildings.

After the extraction of unranium from the ore it must be
enriched. The most common reactor, the light water reactor,
requires enriched uranium, which is 3 to 4 per cent U-235,
However, mined uranium contains only 0.7 per cent U-235,
the rest being U-238. These two isolopes are chemically
identical and thus very elaborate equipment is needed to
separale the isolopes. This expensive process has the side
effect of producing weapons grade material. Thus, any
organisation which can enrich uranium can produce nuclear
bombs.

NUCLEAR FUEL CYCLE
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After enrichment the uranium is shaped into fuel rods
which are used in nuclear reactors. Nuclear reactors produce
electricity in the same way that other power generators do;
they boil water to tumn turbines which produce electricity.
In doing so they produce plutonium 239 (which remains
radioactive for 250,000 years and is used for making nuclear
bombs), strontium 90, iodine 131, krypton 85 and cesium
137, all'of which are highly radioactive. Krypion is released
from tall chimneys into the atmosphere.

The main waste {rom nuclear power stations consists of
uranium, plutonium, strontium and other highly radioactive
substances. There is no known way to safely dispose of
these radioactive wastes. They remain radioactive and
chemically poisonous for millions of years. Spent nuclear
fuel can be reprocessed, however, there is a huge backlog
of spent fuel to reprocess, and while it is waiting
reprocessing it must be stored,

There is no known way 10 convert radioaclive wasle into
non- radioactive substances. As such it must be kept stored
for hundreds of thousands of years. There are various ways

this is done. One of the most common methods is to dump
the waste in the sea. This is widespread and often consists
of literally dumping waste, in 44 gallon drums, straight into
the oceans. These drums do not last hundreds of thousands
of years, in fact they last little more than a few years.
Dumping of waste in the oceans damages marine life and
causes radioactive waste to enter the food chain, Wasie can
be buried in the ground. Due to the necessity o keep
radioactive waste away from water sall mines are used.
However, even salt mines aren’t completely dry and the
waste cannisters corrode and waste leaks oul. There is a
theory that waste can be glassified. However, no onc knows
how, or if, the glass can withstand the incredible heat and
radioactivity for long enough or where 1o store the glass. In
short no one knows how to store the waste created by nuclear
power plants and we are leaving a terrible legacy for the next
10,000 generations.

The above safety problems only refer o a nuclear power
station which is operating perfectly. The fact is that no
technology is perfect, but nuclear power stations need to be.
angerous. This can be

Nuclear accidents are
seen in the most reg

: e¢ nuclear power
plants at Indian Pomt New York Ifamelidown occured the

20 million people who live within a forty mile radius of the

plants would have to be evacuated within a few hours.
Furthermaore, the radioactive cloud formed by a melidown
can go literally anywhere and poison people. So far there
have only been a few accidents, that we know about, on
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More dangerous than
the greenhouse effect?

nuclear powered shipsor submarines (the Russians have lost
two subs). If (when?) these happen there will be further
waste leaked into the sea and if an accident occurs in a port
(such as Melbourne) the whole surrounding city will need
to be evacuated immediately. Nuclear power plants aren’t
perfect, neither are the people who operate them. Accidents
will happen and when they do thousands of people will lose
their lives. .
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Once nuclear power was thought to be clean and safe.
This opinion can no longer be maintained. Nuclear power
is very unsafe, and the effects of the by-products produced,
and of accidents, are deadly.

Nuclear power and the state

By its very nature nuclear power requires a totalitarian
state. After the enrichment process the fissile materials
produced are of bomb grade, that is, you can make bombs
out of them. Add to this the plutonium produced by
commercial reactors, which can also be used 1o make
bombs, and you have a large security problem.,

Enriched uranium is made at separate enrichment plants
(there is a rumour that the Australian government is
considering building an enrichment plant in Australia) and
must then be transported to the nuclear reactor. The
plutonium waste, which is highly radioactive, has to be
disposed of. Thus the transport of enriched uranium and
plutonium has to be done with perfect security.

Obviously the opportunity exists for terrorists to
intercept the nuclear fuel cycle at any point and steal
weapons grade uranium. From this point the manufacture of
bombs is not difficult. The information on how to produce
nuclear bombs is not difficult to find. In the US a television
station commissioned an undergraduate MIT swdent to
design a nuclear bomb. It took him only five weeks to come
up with a workable design, and his design was based on
publicly available information and all the parts to make the
bomb could be bought from mail-order catalogues.

Since the effects of a nuclear reactor accident are so
severe there is enormous potential for sabotage. If a terrorist
group were (0 sabotage a nuclear reactor and cause a
meltdown there is enough radioactive iodine in the average
light water reactor to ce inate the atmosphere of the
lower 48 states of the US, and contaminate all the streams
and rivers in the US. More dangerous are the storage areas
where spent reactor fuel cores are stored waiting to be

reprocessed, and the reprocessing plants which contain
around 150 timesas much radioactive strontium as areactor.
The effects of a terrorist altack on any of these facilities
would be catastrophic.

Sabotaging a nuclear power station, Or reprocessing plant
is not difficult. There have been cases of airplane hijackers
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threatening to fly the plane into a nuclear reactor. A West
German parliamentarian joined a tour of the 1200 megawatt
Bilbis-A reaclor ~ at the time the largest in the world -
carrying a 2 foot bazooka under his arm. He passed all the
securily checks in the place and eventually presented the
bazooka to the plant’s director at the end of the tour, In short,
a well organised terrorist group could easily kill millions of
people by sabotaging a nuclear power station.

Widespread use of nuclear power requires conditions of .
absolute stability, not only internally but also
internationally. Widespread survsillance and police
infiltration of all dissident organisations will become
imperative, as will paramilitary forces (o protect every stage |
in the nuclear fuel cycle, including transport of fissile -
malerials and waste storage.

To take the nuclear option now means subjecting
humanity to a police state for the next 250,000 years, or 100
times longer than all recorded history. Nothing short of a
police stale can ensure that fissile material won't fall into
the wrong hands; that is, if it hasn't already.

Nuclear economics

Nuclear power is prohibitively expensive. As a solution
to the greenhouse effect it isn't viable. A recent US report

by Bill Keepin and Gregory Kats of the Rocky Mountain

Institute in Colorado shows how nuclear power can't solve
our energy problems,

Assuming a modest forecast increase in energy use there
would need to be an cighteen fold increase in nuclear power
generation over the next forty years just toreplace the power
generated by coal fired power stations. This scenario also -
means that much of our electricity requirements will still
need o be met by oil and gas fired power stations. To
develop this sort of increase in nuclear power would involve
an outlay of $5300 billion, and the building of a nuclcar
reactor every 2.5 days.

It is implausable 1o suggest that allluent westemn
countries can afford this sort of outlay. To begin with the
construction costs of nuclear reactors have been rising, they
are taking longer to build and orders are being cancelled
everywhere except France and the Soviet Union, For third
world coutries the situation is even worse. Less developed
countries would have to increase their nuclear power
generaling capacitics 155 times (o substitute nuclear power
for coal. This would cost 564 billion a year. The only way
less developed countries could afford this is through forcign
loans. Less developed countries would have to double their
foreign debis just 1o build the nuclear power stations, (o buy
the uranium and operate the power stations would cause
their foreign debis to treble.

Nuclear power is not only dangerous it is unaffordable.

Alternatives

On top of all the problems that nuclear power causes it
doesn't solve the warming effect of the greenhouse effect.
Nuclear power only generates electricity. While industry
may be able to partially substitute electricity for the fossil
fuels it presently uses there would still be signifigant use of
fossil fuels in industry. There are also the multitude of ather
engines, like cars, which don’t run on electricity. What is
needed is an alternative which will solve the greenhouse
effect. This means radically altering our energy demands.

Substituting nuclear power for other forms of power
generation assumes that the way we use energy is the right
way. We can’t afford to keep consuming energy at the
present rate. Thus the first step is o reduce our power
demands. Energy conservation has already produced the
most effective stralegies to combat the greenhouse effect,
and it costs a lot less. Using less energy does mean changing
our lives, but not radically. By designing elficient houses
we can cul energy demand enormously. Passive solar
heating can be used almost anywhere in the world and has
the potential to cut heating bills by 100%. Some Scotish
schools are heated using passive solar only and this has
meant no-cost heating. This is only one example of many
ways we can cul our energy demands.

In conjunction with cutting energy demands we also need
1o use alternative means of generating eleciricity. Solar,
wind, tidal and wave power generation are possible with
today’s technology. If a fraction of the money invested 1n
nuclear power were diverted into researching these options
they could become more efficient and able to more than
make up for not using nuclear power. What is needed is the
will to explore these options. The technology is there to be
used.

Nuclear power will not solve the problem of the
greenhouse effect. It is extremely dangerous, requires
enormous and draconian security measures, is very
expensive and doesn't solve the energy problems we have
anyway. We can only prevent the greenhouse effect by
treating the cause, that is, our over-consumption of energy,
and by vsing safe altemnatives 1o coal fired electricity
generation.

David Strover
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Overseas Students

- An Introduction

Glddi | Or, more appropriately,
Apa Khabar!, Ciao!, Ciak par bo!,
Hola!, Shalom!, Bonjour! Chances are
that there is someone at Monash,

holding this v aper in their
hands, who urﬁrs s at least one
of the above salutations. Those greet-
ings do no more than nt a few

of the various overseas students who
are studying at any one given
Australian institution today,
However, the history of overseas
education here in Australia over the
past two decades has been one of in-
tense turmoil and controversy. It is a
story which I believe is well worth
telling. Hopefully, by the end of this
article, the reader (meaning you!) will
have an inkling of the current over-
seas student situation, and its

of the current overseas student situa-
tion, and its history.

Originally, Australia wasa participant in
the Colombo Plan, which allowed for the
education of students from fellow Com-
monwealth nations, Full scholarships were
offered to students from developing
countries who would otherwise have not
had the opportunity to pursue their careers.
Thle plan operated m; principle of go:id-
will and equality, and was largel te
successful. ty "

All things mustcometoanend, and
the Colombo plan was no exception. Upon.
its expiry the Australian government
operated on a policy of laissez-fair. Over-
seas students were most welcome to sm
in Australia, provided that ]
own living expenses and thehlelze?;{ndml
visas were an unheard of notion. The scene
gradually began to worsen from this point
onwards,

It was in 1979 that the govenment intro-
duced overseas student visa charges. This
was the to the subsidised over-
seas student scheme. Any student who now
wished to study in Australia was obliged to
pay a charge of $1,500 to be allowed entry
into The Lucky Country’. Although there
was marked concern at this change of
policy, from the overseas student popula-
tion; there was no concerted egzrt to

rotest, The simple reason for this was the
that there was no cohesive and unified

for students as a

whole, f:
While still ing within the context of
this article, | would to fora mo-

_ment and make two rather arguable
observations. The first concerns the fact that

Free Education -

the government persisted in classifying the
subsidised scheme as foreign allgl,newn
thoughoverseas students were now forking
out an extra 51,500 a year. How can this be
‘aid’? Secondly, there seems to me to be a
direct analogy between the overseas stu-
dent charge and the HECS (Tertiary Tax).
All | am saying is that we empathise with
the students’ F%:;:gﬂmt the Tertiary Tax;
we could be fighting a common war!

Back to the history lecture! There was a
gradual increase in the overseas student
charge over the next five years. However, a
very signifigant development occured in
late 1984. This was the publication, within
three weeks of each , of the Jackson
Report and the Holding Report. [ will com-
ment on these in a later article, The
A 1i

4 er in their infinit

wisdom, decided to adapt the proposals
mentioned intheJackson 'Fhislnd to
an tointroduce full fees for overseas

students who wished to study in Australia
gsngas.Thesedevelupmmmamem
the foundation of student or-
ganisations in A ia.Suchorganisations
were founded in order to represent the
views of the overseas student community.
One such organisation was OSCAFF.
OSCAFF in 1985 stood for the Overseas
Student Campaign Against Full Fees. It was
an active response towards the
overnment’s poroposal to implement full
‘ees, a schemeof visa entry which would see
the overseas student paying 100% of
his/her tuition fees at the institute s /he was
studying at; tuition fees then ranged from
sa,mmgznmu. This was a rather dramatic
(for want of a stronger word!) change in
comparison to the minimal overseas stu-
dent charge. OSCAFF, supported by the
Student Associations at the , WETE SLic-
cessful in obtaining a freeze on the
subsidised scheme, whereby the OSC
would rise yearly only in line with the rise

e Y
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in Australia
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d Fave been shown the

in inflation. Five years after the impl

tation of the freeze, the overseas student
charge has risen to about 55 per cent of the
full fee cost for that course on average. At
this point, we may emerge from the history
mocf;o and enter a more topical frame of
mind!

The current scenario for overseas stu-
dents studying in Australia is, on the outset
at least, rather bleak. The government is
planning to do away with the subsidised
student scheme altogether. It is to be

laced with the full fees system and the
ﬁgrll and Equity scholarship scheme. 1
hope to pick up on these in a later article.
The long and short of it, as | see t, is that the

shorter end of the stick. We have, in other
words, been a rough deal. With the
National Liason Committee For Overseas
Students providing representation for the
viewsofo dents ata federal level,
and OSCAFF, (which nowadays stands for

+ the Overseas Student Council of Victoria),

lending a helping hand, something may be
done to alleviate this distressing situation.
On an m%m I hope that I have
provided you a strong enough back-
ground on the situation with regard to
overseas students and their history in
Australia. | have tried to leave some scope

for expansion in future articles. Above all,
et et

however, | do not in any way make claim to
being the be all and end all as far as over-
seas students’ welfare issues go. Critisism
for this and following articles is expected, if
not invited (at the very least it shows that
someone out there is reading this). If any-
thing, 1'd like to encourage discussion on
this subject, if only because constructive
dialogue will be quite helirful, both interms
of raising awareness and coming up with
some form of solution.
Rudolph Lopes
Student Welfare Commitee
Chairperson
Overseas Students’ Council of Victoria

A thing of the Past?

In Britain, tertiary education is free. This is about to change with a fee/bank loans
scheme in the planning. Previously, a grant was provided but now students will

be expected to pay for their education.

Thatcher's rationale for this is that
universities are used by the privileged and
that these peo) Iulmu.l’:! y their way and
not bludge off the rest o . Only two

urr;\t of b:hildm fa:m blue collar w?arkA
ng-class Cks]ﬁl.lﬂ 5 on to tert
sh%dyLnBritain,\-\rl\llehmagzlt}ty-eight];aemell:l];r
from professional backgrounds do so. But

1S

What has been the strategy of the student
movement?
PS

Well, the NUS leadership have had a
stra based almost entirely around re-
specta ili_gy,_lohb}g::g rf overnment

s In

u_'bglomldtemewillwm_..

sities more elitist, effectively barring those

smdendls from lower sociu-economl% back-
unds.

The Tories have also introduced ‘selec-
tivity exercises’, where colleges and
departments now have to com for
fu:\dnmthpbumh:ﬂhei:ﬂwg?t SUCCESS
n gettin A uanti academic
Klarpjnpugh ished andqtheamtzmoimlde

ing received, This is des to tie the
tertiary séctor to the needs of corporations,
a':he g h.fm&:ﬁw&nﬂ?‘ d inthe
‘interests of the nation’ and at the
of access by disadvan| Ps.e:rpense

But students in Britain are fighting back,
as leading member of the British Interna-
tional Socialists (IS), Pat Stack (PS),
explains, He shows that the a nts in
the Australian students’ c ainst

fri places in
d

the Labour opposition and gaﬁ-ﬂng public
opinion. At the same time they have called
anumber of demonstrations. At least one of
those demonstrations resulted in forms of
action completely different from those they
really wanted.

18
Could you outline what the differences are
;r;mg the layers of student activists?

The student union bureauc iti
oS o Sl o o s e
main are n t

sk ‘argn g e r mass

A demonstration called in London last
(northern) autumn attracted between
,000 and 75,000. That demonstration was

Dawkins’ graduate tax have emerged in the
British campaign against the loans scheme;
the need for mass, militant action; the
obstructionism of the (British) National
Union of Students; the need to see the at-
tacks on education as part of a wider
economic philosophy that we must attack.
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within two miles of Parliament. When the
NUSleadership tried to turn the demonstra-
tion away from Westminster Bridge, the
activists ‘argued they should cross the
bridge and took the majority of students
with them.

This involved them in a violent confron-
tation with the police, who were caught
somewhat off guard. Students made fairly
good Pl\ s across the bridge before the
B:."S the

time to get any reinforcements.
police had reinforcements they
}rsmy violently attacked the demonstration.

What was the response of the NUS?

Now coming out uftl}at, it wl:u clear that
a very large number o were very
angry over what the e | ad done and
were determined to have a second
demonstration of a similar nature. The
leadership gave an assurance that there
would be another demonstration and it
would be on a weekday. They didn't say it
would march to Westminster, In fact, w]
they did was to call a demonstration on a
nd on a route nowhere near central
London at all. The problem was that
weekend demonstrations are always
ller with students, Parli was shut
and thirdly, the demonstration wasn't lead-
ing to any f:ma.lpulnt. nothing.
itwasa b!%%monmatbn again, there
were probably 25,000, 30,000 people on it,
but there was a degree of anger over what
had happened. There was again a motion
gassed. at the most recent NUS conference,
g.mandinga weekday march,
I
Whydo you think they've been able to get such

p dly going to consist ofa ber of
feeder mgs?:l%m different parts of Lon-
don Tﬂmg together and not planning to
march anywhere in particular.A large
grcup of the activists aag'ued that the

emonstration should be directed against
Parliament (at Westminster). This is illegal.
There’s a law that says you can’t march

lurge bers out?
PS

It affects every student in the country. |
suspect that thiscampaign could, intheend,
draw put students wellah?ond the left ac-
tivist layer. It can probably even draw in
people who are traditionally hostile to such

things, people who would even consider
}]gen%:'dvm as Tories.

So, you think the students can win?

It's possible for the students to win. The
more militant the students are, the more
determined they are to show they don't
want it, the more that creates the student
loans issue as a controversy in British
politics. The more that happens, the more
vulnerable the Tories can be.

There was an attempt to get student loans
through Parliament about three years ago.
It failed actually because of a revolt of Tory
backbenchers who were worried their own
voters might turn away from them because
all their Kids were suddenly losing their
rants, The government has enough dif-
culties as it is. And to be honest, if the
student campaign is militant enffugh then
they may be forced to look at the loans issue
again. .
So they wouldn't need to spread the action
among workers?
P? Id be ood if

t wou very ifthey spread their
action among wori , and certainly that
would guarantee a victory. | should think,
ifany significant group of workers came out
unW rihk:,dthen that mulgn br?hc ?‘nd of it,

e to argue very with sections

of the British left who insist that students
can’t win anyihinf unless workers are on-
side with them. It's simply an historical
fact-the events in France in 1986 say it isn't
true. And it becomes a cop-out. It becomes,
‘well the workers aren't doing anything, so
therefore you can’t win, so therefore why do

(o
Anyway, the best way to get workers in-
volved is to step up the | of militancy.

The more militant and determined you are
to fight for yourself, the more other people
are likely to fight for you,

Kate Slaney and Alison Orell-
International Socialist Club



Marx: The debate continues
Not Marxism — But Democratic Socialism

Recently in Lot’s Wife several articles
have appeared concerning the merits
of Marxism and its derivatives, the
true apostles of these theories and
Marx's solution to the capitalist sys-
tem in which we presently find
ourselves, Most of these articles have
examined Marxism, either positively
or negatively, and come to a con-
clusion about its suitability. They
have not gone into the non-Marxist al-
ternatives, with the exception of a
brief mention. Marxism or a Marxist
based derivative (ie: Marxist-
Ler;[nism) the only solution to
capitalis

Of the non-Marxist progressive
programs the most realistic and suitable in
the Australian context would have to be
democratic socialism. What mctlr is
democratic socialism? Foster/Tsiolkas
mention it at the end of their article ‘What's
Left? but don't define it and Martin Kress
mentions social democracy in his article, ‘Is
Marxism Dead?, which although a close
relative is different. Social democracy at-
tempts to make capitalism more humane
and less harsh through a welfare state
which avoids major structural change,
while democratic socialism seeks to change
the structure.(1) [t involves nationalisation,
not just ulation of major industries.
These are similar in that they both can be
achieved through a parliamentry system. A
parliamentary system. Neither democratic
socialism nor social democracy represent
dogmas, though they overlap in many
areas, An example of soclal democracy is
the present Swedish system. Democratic
soclalism being distinguished as further left
of the two theories. Sanderock summed up
democratic soclalism very well with the
statement that it is an allernative to
socialism which avoids the pitfalls — the im-
mobility of revolution and the
non-transformationary character of social
democratic reform.(2)

Democratic socialism embodies a
ticular set of values. These include a
commitment to direct democracy, liberty,
equality, co-operation and state planni

- -5

Directdemocracy in this context refers to in-
dustrial democracy in the workplace. On a
micro level, industrial democracy involves
the workers in a particular industry, plant
or office having the major input into the
direction of that enterprise. In this context
state planning is not bureaucrats simply as-
suming the managerial positions of the
capitalists, as was tl%e situation until recent-
ly in some ‘socialist’ countries, ie: the Soviet
Union. State planni:ﬁhls carried out by the
state apparatus, which should remain in
place, but be restructured to be responsible
to all of society. This responsibility must
beensured by a truly democratic process at
all levels of decision making,. The
state itself is not a problem or threat. Its
policies, actions and structure are mercly a
manifestation of the beliefs of the p
which controls it. State planning should be
a tool in restructuring the economy so that
it serves the interests of all through the con-
struction of a more durable structure which
is not at the mercy of market forces or capi-
tal controlled by a small minority. The new
restructured economy mustalsoensurethat
all enjoy the fruits of production,

The next question must be what is re-
quired to implement such a change in this
country? An advanced industrial liberal
democracy moving towards a post-in-
dustrial most importantly needs a
mass party worklngthwughthe parliamen-
tary process, but utilising extra
parliamentary activity. The mass party
must use existing liberal democratic institu-
tions like parliament to further its
progressive policies. This is often described
as a revisionist or reformist program.

Any successful social requires
mass support as it secks to change all of
society, and in keeping with democratic
socialist principles the party and its
program must have a majority of support in
society. This mass support lessens social
upheaval which cannot be avoided but
must be minimal. It is lessened because
basicaly all within this society understand
the aim and the methods and most impor-
tantly have an input. It is also lessened ifthe
transformation is ata pace which the society
can handle. This is determined by its
present structure, culture and existing
values, etc. No chanﬁ:n beachieved over-

night, and thorou, s should never be
sacrificed for spaai

This leads onto my next point — educa-
tion. For the majority to understand what is
involved, extra parliamentary activity must

activists from the mass
within thelabour movement. Thiscan

a prime mover in social change, ial-
ly if it has a complementary structure, je:

_for rapis

industry based unionism, the community in
community groups, in social issues such as
the peace movement, women's issues, land
rights etc and the bureaucracy to ensure it
is a tool for change and not a hinderance.

This program is the ideal outline. While
not losing sight of its ultimate goal, any
program must take into account political
realities and conditions and be flexible
enough to adapt. Theory is important but

. youmust be able to put it into practice. This

is the ultimate aim and the only way you
will change society and the economy to
benefitall.

Existing organisations
The existing organisations which claim
to follow a democratic socialist program, its

" elements or have a democratic socialist

tradition are those affiliated to the Socialist
International and include the Australian,
New Zealand and British Labour Parties as
well as the German SPD and the Scan-
dinavian Social Democratic Parties. The
Australian Labor Party could not be
described as democratic socialist. Its
economic and social policies are a combina-
tion of liberal economics and a social

" democratic program. While the changes to

the economy and society have occured in
the right direction ly in social jus-
tice, it has not gone far enough and has not
encompassed all it should. This is largely
due to control of the party by the right, who
loosely follow a democratic tradi-
tion(3). Probably the party which followsa
democratic socialist m most closely
at this time is th British Labour Party, it
having lost it's social democratic elements
in the split which resulted in the formation
of the Social Democrats at the beginning of

. the eighties.
a reply to previous articles

Jeremy Smith, in his article ‘Nothing's
Left!, refered to the serious revolutiona
left. No left group in Australia can call itself
serious if it proposes a revolufionary trans-
formation as the most appropriate method
of change. Revolution was a viable method
of change in the Soviet experience of 1917,

ﬁe Chinese ce of 1949 and the
feuraguan experienceof1979. Ther
for this lie in the presence of a repressive

regime in all three countries at the time of
the revolution which limited lm‘:h‘dn:a] op-
tions open to the left. In addition all three
societies had levels of poverty, home-
lessness as well as a whole host of other
social pmblans affecting a majority of the
society or a large proportion. The intensity
ofthese gmblemsalsn gave rise to the need

change, the resulting social tur-

moil being insignifigant compared to tne
existing problems. T'E;e pmcgaﬁdilions do
not existin Australia. As a result a different
method is needed. Australian history has
generated neither a violent nora revolution-
ary political tradition. Neither has society
divided along class lines, dueto a higher de-
gree of social mobility than other
industrialised societies. With all this in
mind a Marxist solution to Australia’s
capitalist system and its inh t ine-
qualitiesisirrelevantasit fails toadapt itself
to prevailing political conditions.

Alsoon thequestion of the Socialist Party
of Australia’s revolutionary credentials
(producers of the Guardian) 1 seriously

oubt if they exist, considering their ad-
herence to a Stalinist party line and their
opposition to * troika’, the most con-

structive move towards the realisation of
socialism sincetheactual revolutionof 1917,

Their fellow travellers the Socialist
Worker's Party were once one of those
‘bizarre Trotskyist sects’, though more and
more they seem to be moving towards a
pro-Soviet line. This is hardly an improve-
ment.

Conclusion
The most important thing to remember
while setting out to change a society is to

' have a program which should borrow

methods an Is from socialist traditions
but hasadapted them toexisting conditions.
History shows that successtul socialist

ts have foll d this course. An
Australian road to socialism must be
sought. This is, 1 believe, democratic
socialism, *

Geoff Drechsler
Labor Students

This was my first May Day marchand it was
pretty much as | expected, lots of red flags,
chanting and paper selling. Not really a
surprise, The march st at Trades Hall
on a rather sunny winter afternoon. The
march and all the related activities had to be
held on the following Sunday due to the
lack of a public holiday. The march then
wound its way th m:gh thecity, along Rus-

the Depression through to the newer politi-

cal groupings like the International

Socialists who lack an industrial base and

have a much younger membership in-

volved more in social movements. All these

ﬂoupu claim to be the true apostles of Karl
arx.

There was a noticeable absence of a large

sell Street and ended up along S
street, after which it headed down Batman
Avenue and finished on the banks of the
Yarra. It must have been quite a sight with
theunionand party banners as well as those
of some migrant communities surrounded
by a myraid of miscellaneous red flags. All
this in a march easily the length of several
city blocks. The reaction of the bystanders
was Inberesting. By and large it was pretty
much a sea of bemused faces who failed to
understand why this bloke called Lenin
deserved so much attention and what all
these people were chanting about. Bit of a
pity.

While this show of strength may be im-
pressive, it is worth noting that at least eight
different political parties were represented,
if not more - even with the move to form
larger, broader ‘new’ left parties. A reflec-
tion of the old saying that the left is never
happy unless it's split, particularly the
revolutionary left. The groups ranged from
the tlue collar ‘old diggers’ of the Com-
munist Party of Australia, many of whom
were political and trade union activists in

ofunionb probablya reflec-
tion of the extent of the revolutionary left's
influence in the union movement.

At the end of the march there were the
obliﬁamry speakers on various issues of
both national and international sig-
nificance. Many of the parties, pressure
qups and migrant groups had tables with
iterature and food, which reminded me
very much of the Peace Rally earlicr in the
year,

The expericnce which sticks in my mind
is the encounter with this good natured,
middle aged woman behind the People for
Nuclear ?)isarmarnem stand, who after a
short, general discussion claimed to be
David Strover’s mother. But since she had
neither long hair nor bare feet | find this
hard to belive.

Geoff Drechsler
Labor Students

May Day 1989

It's good 1o see the ALP marching with the BLF a1 Mayday, well, in NSW at least!
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—I-i.app‘lness and security are things that

most people strive after, How do you

find or obtain these things for your-
self? What does our present da
socie
what is being promoted really the way
to happiness, security and success?
The world around us says that there are
many ways in which happiness, security or
success can be obtained, but we will look at

only a few of them: wealth, good looksand N

the gratification of pleasure.
e are told that happiness and success
are assured if we are one of the ‘beautiful

have to say about this? And is P

Happiness, the world’s way

——— S:J
people’, having good looks, wearing tiie
right clothes, goin% to the right pLaceg and
being with the riFh people,

But is this really the case? In trying to be
art of the ‘in’ group, is it really you? Or is
it only an image or facade that you are
presenting to the world, one that you are
afraid people will see through? There you
are, feeling insecure, so you maintain the
facade at all costs so people don't see the
‘real’ you, and happiness goes out the door.
ow you are less secure and no happier
than you were in the first place.

Wealth, it is said, is the way to happiness
and security. | mean, money can buy any-

i

thingi,cun‘tit? Some people actually believe
this, but money only provides answers to
some problems, like where your next meal
is ch‘;mmg{!‘rum, o e
any times e have said that t

would gchn pp)ziﬁgey had so much munct;-):
orsuch and such athing. And yet when they
have obtained it, then they say they must
have somelhin§ else as woll betore they can
be happy. So it goes on and on, always
wanting more and more,

As for security, have you noticed how as
4 person becomes richer, the fences around
their house grow higherand larger, inanef-
fort to stop people seeing or taking their
wealth? They have become insecure about
their wealth.

Some ﬁeuple do find happiness and
security through wealth or their image, but
thisisat besttemporary. Itonly takes a small
incident to destroy this, for example,
ageing, or an accident ruining your image,
or a stock market crash destroying your
wealth. Where does this leave you? 2

5.0

—

o

The instant gratification of our desires is
also a way to happiness according to the
world, so partaking in things such as sex,
drinking alcohol or taking drugs will bring
us happiness. Society may be right; you may
be happy while you are doing these things,
but what happens when you stop? Your
problems are still there,

So some would say, ‘If | drink and take
drugs constantly, I don’t have to come back
to the real world; | can be hapﬁy all the
time!” That may be true in the short term,
but in the end you are worseoff than before;
your body wrecked, unable to handle any
more, perhaps your memo ne because
of all the alcohol consumed. What happi-
ness is found in waking up witha hangover
anyway?

Coming back to sex, it may be good while
it lasts, but if there isn’t any commitment to
your partner it's all just for fun, The ¢onse-
quences could be devasting. I'm not just
talking about things like A but about
the aborting of an unwanted baby, an ex-
perience which can be traumatic.

Do things like loss of memory, ruined
health and abortions really bring happiness
to those who suffer these thin %

Society says that looks, wealth and thein-
stant gratification of desire is the way to be
happy and secure. You can believe it, but
many people see it for what it is - a huge
hoax.

Student Lifeis showinga filmon Wednes-
day 24 May and talking about issues like
those | have mentioned. The film is entitled
They Lied to Us'.

Andrew Waterfall Science 111

- Tod e
A ;
i

WITH JOE GEIA

“They sing with the smouldering promise of a
volcano about to erupt.” THE INDEPENDANT

ONE SHOW ONLY

DALLAS BROOKS HALL
SATURDAY 17 JUNE
BASS: PH. 11500

Presented by 3CR & Discurio il
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Poor Man’s ‘New Age

The current rise of the 'New Age
Religion’, and its paraphenalia- ranging
from floatation tanks to crystals — points to
the problems in sclf-searching in the ‘80s
sl?']e. It's a case of buy your way to self ful-
filment. Introspection is all well and good,
but it must have the attendant ‘goodies’ for
the overstocked upper-middle class couple
to actually go for it.

Dalai-lamas, monks and buddhists areall
very nice and quaint, but to actually go and
live in isolation makes it very difficultio dis-
cuss the pros and cons of an orange-hued
crystal at the Ipcal spa party. You see, demi-
God Maclaine has given the well-heeled a
E.erfectn portunity to assaugethat mgpir:]s

eeling of emptiness that comes from blind-
ly pursuing possessions; the icons of
‘success’, After qcﬂing all the trinkets of the
household, Shirley is providing them with
accessories for the wu?.

The well fed, tastefully housed ‘New
Agers’ feel compelled to ‘get in touch with
their innerselves’ as I'm sure generation
before them have. However, with the ad-
vent of the plastic card, inner peace is as
closeas your nearest ‘soul’su arket. Ms
McClaine and her minions have got the
product, whilethe New Agers’ have gnlthe
money. Surely a match made in
heaven...sorry nirvana.

All that has occured in the life of the ‘New
Ager’ isthat one life of purchasing has been
replaced by another, only the product has
been changed. This quasi-religious move-
ment ap as an archetypal “80s event.
Having the right gear is all that really mat-
ters; instant gratification over honcst
self-exploitation. If the ‘New Age’ move-
ment has provided any positive
contribution to today’s society it is that it

further illustrates the emptiness of secking
fulfilment by possession. The irony is that
in attempting to escape a self-imposed
spiritual vacuum, those who turn to the
‘New Age Religion” merely replace it with
another "buy-buy’ ethos.
Michael Ives




Two recent films, The Accused and
Working Girl, take a surprisingly honest
look at the prejudices and stereotypes
which keep women oppressed in this
society.

They deal with quite different aspects
of women’s oppression — The Accused takes
up the question of rape and Working Girl
looks at discrimination at work. But they
both deal with the inter-relationship be-
tween gender and class,

Tess McGill, in Working Girl, is smart
and determined to move out of the
secretarial pool into the yuppie world of
New York's brokerage industry. She soon
finds that in this male-dominated world,
her sex is not her only problem.,

Her hair isn‘t right, her accent reveals
her wurking class background, and she’s
not one of the upper-class club, In spite of
her very accurate feel for the markets and
her qualifications painstakingly acquired
at night school, the lecherous brokerage
bosses will not take her serfously. E

Sarah Tobias in The Accused finds the
same class barriers when she tries to get jus-
tice after she's been subjected to an ugly
gang rape, She's not regarded ar a 'strong
witness’ because, as she herself puts it, she’s
a ‘low class bimbo’, while one of her attack-
ers is a college boy ‘with a future ahead of
him’,

Both films have a certain optimism
about them, making the point that we don't
have to succumb to sexism and snobbery.
Tess proves her ability and gets a plum job
with a brokerage firm.

Sarah refuses tobe simply terrorised by
one of the men from the night of the raﬁc.
when he accosts her. Instead, she rams his
truck with her car - an incident which con-
vinces her yuppie lawyer, Katheryn
Murphy, she was wrong to drop the charge
of rape for ‘reckless endangerment’ as she
did. And it leads her to prosecute the men
who urged the rapists on,
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Problem

The problem with both films s that they rely
onindividual solutions, and a certainaccep-
tance of the stercotypes they attack.

Tess changes her hairstyleand borrows
her absent bosses clothes to begin her climb
to the top. She has an encounter with Jack
Trainor, the man she forges a business
partnership with, so that he is crazy about
her before he knows anything about her
business deal. Thereforeit is left ambiguous
whether she could in fact have made it
alone.

Sarah is believed by the jury because
she is small and vulnerable looking. And
her lawyer is a very acceptable, respectable
women,

Sarah and Tess were lucky. They hap-
pened to be supported by someone more
respectable than themselves.

Both films draw out the complexity of
both class and sex oppression. The middle-
class women do notescape society’s sexism.
Katherine Parker, Tess's boss on Working
Girl, relies heavily on flirtation and an artifi-
cial charm which no man in her position
would think necessary.

In The Accused, Sarah’s lawyer is told by
a male colleague that if she tries to pursue
the prosecution, she can’t win. ‘If you lose,
you'll be seen to be incompetent. [f you win
you'll be a vengeful bitch.

And they show that women's oppres-
sion does not uniteall women, making them
natural allies. In Working Girl, at first it looks
as though Tess's female boss will be much
better to work for. At least she doesn’t ex-
pect to be able to put her hands on her all
the time.

Katherine promises a mutually co-
operative working rc]ationshiﬁ. But when
Tess fills in for Katherine who has a broken
leg, she finds her boss has been secretly
working onan idea Tess had come up with
which she had dismissed.

Ruthless

When the showdown between them comes,
Katherine is as ruthless and dishonest as
any member of her class when their prestige
is threatened.

In The Accused, the women who were at
the bar the night of the rape do not rush to
help Sarah. At some level they accept that
Sarah asked for it. Wasn't she drinking and
smoking dope, being loud and provocative
with a room full of men? Women's oppres-
sion and sexist ideas are so pervasive that it
is not only men who accept and help
propogate them

It's actually a young man who testifies
in her defence, and who is prepared to state
categorically that Sarah did not ask to be
ra .
Yet the film's optimism in the final
scenes is partly false.

The film poses the legal question in
termsof theattitude of Sarah's lawyer. Once
she decides to prosecute, everything goes
her way. The fact is that in real life things
are much different.

The courts are notorious for their as-
sumption that the woman is to blame
(which is not surprising when you consider
that the courts are there to uphold the law
of this violent, sexist society),

The man’s defence has the whole array
of sexist prejudices to play on in order to in-
fluence the jury.

Lots of women who suffer sexual abuse
never report it because of their dread of
dealing with sexist cops and hostile courts.
In any case, successful legal actions may
give female victims revenge, but they do not
stop the incidence of rape, a fact we're
reminded of by a note on the screen telling
asa rapeis reported every six minutesin the

S,

A staggering one in three American
women experience rape or attempted rape
at some time. But it would be mistaken if a

ONE DAY; PEACE

WwILL CEASE TO BE A DREAM

IN EL SALVADOR.

SALVADORAN CULTURAL WSHOP
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film like The Accused was taken to reinforce
the myth that most of these rapes areattacks
from strangers. The fact is between 70 and
80 per cent are ‘acquaintances’ or ‘date
rapes’ or members of the family.

Nevertheless, the film takes an honest
look at the attitude that women ‘ask’ to be
raped whenthey'reonly having a good time
like many males, and shows the class snob-
bery which feeds and defends these
attitudes.

And Working Girl, while it plays on the
fantasy that working class kids can make
good if only they will strive hard enough,
doesn’t totally fall for the idea. Tess's
friends cheer her in her new job. But there is
no suggestion they think they will follow in
her footsteps.

Reality

The reality is of course that even today,
when women make up almost half the
workforce, they are under-represented in
skilled, professional or managerial posi-
tions. Most women are condemned to the
secretarial pool or to low-paid factory jobs.
Even where they are skilled and trained
such as in nursing, their wages are
notoriously low by male standards.

Both films gloss over the fact that as in-
dimiduals, working class people are weak
and vulnerable.

It will take a mass, collective struggle to
fundamentally change this society which
perpetuates sexist ideas about women and
condemns all workers to unsatisfactory
jobs, with women at the bottom of the pile.

In the meantime, any film which chal-
lenges this sexism and class discrimination,
even if ambiguously, is preferable to those
which glorify them.

Sandra Bloodworth
International Socialists Club
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Double  Storeys/
Double Stories
Union Theatre

Plots (Playwrights on the Skids) is a
Monash Student Theatre award for an
original play by a student. The 1988
Plots winner was MarFaret Mappin’s
Double Stories. Double Stories, her
second play, is most impressive on the
ge and should be as imlgg:ssive on
Fr:e stage if the calibre of the actors is
ng logobr. g

ble Storeys looks at the lives of the
three individuals who have all in some
ways rejected expectations of be-
ile they all live alone, their
lives show that to be alone is not neces-
sarily to be lcnelf. The unseen
influénce on the play is the family who
live next door to these three characters.
Their fights and conflicts interrupts but
finally notdisrui)t thelivesof Miss
Radley, Harold and lda, who to them

are outsiders— mere odds and ends.
The central role of the Sﬂdeﬂ{ EME;

Radley is superbly brought to life
chlr?]eﬁries. wzo Mc;_nash Theatre

rs may recognize from, amon
gﬁi‘r piay);, hewglgvolvtm\cnt in la.§t
year’s very succesful production of
Cloud Nine. Debra has certainly been
keeping abreast of the theatrical scene
since appearing in the Trojan Women:
last year. Other veteran actors include
Tom Bradley as Harold Robertson.
Tom’s experience in Shakespearian
production and, indeed, such modern
works as Waihf fu; Godot, cu'alteans he is
bringing a wealth of theatrical expertise
to !l;gn::r:%le. His bi, claim topglt'rlre,
haps, is that he is vaguely related to
k Jacobi.

Similarly, Fiona Blair has vast ex-
perience in both acting and directing
lays, ranging from an early role as in-
gantlle King David (a kindergarten
production?tu her most recent and
recognisable role as Beatrice in Much

an

Ado About Nothing.
Behind the scenes, the enraged voices
of Rosemary Tomselli and Martin

Hourigan invade the sereni}t{l of the
communal back yard, Simon Hill plays
the sincere, encouraging voice of thees-
tate agent. These three actors have
between them theatrical experience
ranging from nalivil% plays to
Sl re to last year’s PLOTS win-

ner.
All in all, a brilliantly crafted play
rformed by an enthusiastic and
ented cast - its success is ensured.
Evenings: 8pm May 23, 24, 27, 30, 31,
une 1, 2 Matinees: 1pm May 25, 26, 31
June 1
Students $3, others $5

Superb acting
deserves Much Ado

Of all Shahesgaare’s comedies, Much
Ado About Nothing must be seen as one
of the more delicate to stage, direct or
rform. The Monash espeare
ociety’s most recent staging of Much
Ado is surely the most successful
production by this Frou& for some
ears. Led by Fiona Blair (Director and
ead as Beatrice), and Tom Bradley
(Pmdus:rm and lemfi" {15 Benedick) t:;
production successfully countered a
exploited most of the n!{ajor difficulties
and intricies in this play, ‘Doing in the
ﬁqures of lambs, the feats of lions.’

n her direction of the play, Fiona
Blair overcame many of the lems
of staging. From the workable gender
swit |l'|g$gl';i s?‘me cilhaeracters from the
origina pt, to tightness and
b_algu_!of the mvermnts%:s , the
direction showed insight into staging -
Shlalkespeare. 5 .of

nlike many other of Shakespeare’s
plays, this text will not an ordi-
nary director or actors, because the
comedy is so dependent on the unity of
the group. Direction was lacking in
some scenes, but it s fair to suggest that
Blair's own acting performance may
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have denied her a more objective ap-
raisal.

The casting of Tom Bradley was a
success. Bradley and Blair comple-
mented one another with almost
uncanny case and certainty. Tom
Bradley’s Benedick used Shakespeare’s
language as his own. With both actors,
the comic use of expressions reroved
the language bar that often reduces in-
Le?mtatjon for modern audiences.

lair and Bradley exhibited tremen-
dous sensitivity for the text in their
roles. Of particular note is the scene
where the two foes of wit declare their
emotions and Benedick vows to
revenge Beatrice’s cousin. Not only
was {l al:tirig in this scene excellent,
but the problems encountered by the
RSC (l!ig) in their presentation of this
discourse were non-existent in this
portrayal.

The cast, as a whole, was without
weakness. Julian Beckedahl offered us
amost delightfully pathetic, love struck
Claudio, while o ite was a perfect-
H}ecast, very well played naive

naissance maiden hero (Sandra
Kanis). Debra Jeffries (Donna Duessa)
had suitable marked con forallas
she led her malcontents (Ken McAlpine
and George Panagopoulos) to foil
Claudio’s love for Hero. Ken Mc-
Alpine, however, obviously preferred
his other role as Balthazar, tormentin
appreciative audiences with his vocal
‘arran ts' - ‘had he been a dog
that should have howled thus, they
would have hanged him .. ./

Matthew Harve{: portrayal of
Leanoto (Hero's father) was a clever
role that genuinely captured the elder
statesman. He pla well off Don
Pedro (Shane Lucasjand his ‘sister’ An-
tonia (Barb Calton) with great reserve
and control, Shane Lucas as the Prince
of Arrogan(ce) dealt comfortably with
the important role of linking other
players throughout the acts.

Indeed the whole cast contributed to
the stagin[g of this production. The
humour of the play was optimised and
unusually well controlled. However,
the farce of some scenes was over-
g‘l’ayed. and that is my major criticism.

me scenes were too farcical, The sub-
lety of visual humour in the garden
scenes (tempting of Beatrice and
Benedick) was sometimes lost to
slapstick. Likewise, the ‘watch scenes’
were funny but did not use the script,
lete‘lm'_ngl iﬂn:tead toward visual and

ical slapstick.

p'lylfe costuming and set (Victoria
Bradley) were superb; incredibl

detailed and consistent throughout.
Thus, on entering the theatre, the
audience was immediately drawn into
the atmosphere of the play. Withan ex-
cellent production of fragi-comedy
Shakespeare, they were not disap-

in the play either. -
PoThe S‘ilyakesp e:.re Society’s next
roduction is t' to be directed
y Blair,

Choral Event a Major
Success - Monash
Society planning
September Concert.

After months of preparation, rehears-
aland anticipation, Friday 28 A pril saw
the nce of David Fanshawe’s-
African Sanctus, by the combined choirs
of Monash University, Melbourne
University and MCAE at Robert Black-
wood Hall. Since the ning of the
first semester, the individual choirs
worked under their own conductors
and combined for a camp of intense
reheasal and ‘social exercise’ before the

erformance, conducted by Faye

umont. ;!'he l&rmik featufe est
soprano soloist Merlyn Quaife and was
received with great ey:thushsmw the
near capacity audience of over 1,150
people. By all standards, the event was
a magnificent success, Earlier in the
evening, the individual choirs per-
fomed items on their own - with
MONIﬁd UNC?d (unggbmﬁd skilled and dedi-
ca re ros) triumphin
with four Slovak folk songs by Bfrlolg
the dramatically haunting Transyl-

vanian Lament, by Kordaly and the
dynamic and exciting Tambur arranged
by Lajos Bardos. Congratulations must
g0 to all those 205 singers involved,
conductors and organisers and to Ms
Katie Purvis, the convenor of the 1989
African Sanctus committee.

next major performance of the
Monash University Choral Society will
take place in September at the Robert
glackvl:so;:d Hsal 2 l;eatur;efd Pwm‘oru arg

travi 's 0 Ims an

Mozart's ySa.'m%sgrs When Sym-
phongeaf Psalms agpearcd in 1930, yet
another facet of Stravinsky's art was
revealed: taul, sincere, creating an ef-
fectof austere granduer and “profound
religious conviction’ the work must be
considered one of Stravinsky’s finest
creations. Solemn Vespers by Mozartisa
sacred work for soprano, alto, tenor
and bass, chorus, organ and orchestra
com in 1780. It was the last work
composed by Mozart for the
Archbishop of Salzburg before his final
break and departure to Vienna.

Such works require large numbers
and therefore positions are available in
all parts(especially tenor and bass).
MonUCS rehearse on Tuesday even-
ings on the eighth floor of the Menzies
Building in the auditorium, from 7pm
to 930 pm and lifts home can be ar-
ranged. With this concert approaching
and plenty of social activity planned for
the rest of the year all newcomers are
most welcome. No auditions are re-
quired. Don’t just enjoy fine music -

help create it!
Andrew Wailes

Monash University
Orchestra Autumn
Concert.

The Autumn concert given by Monash
University Orchestra on Friday eve-
ning, May 5, in the Religious Centre,
could only be described as a triumph
for this young amateur group and its
musical directors, The players brought
maturity and musical understanding to
the well balanced program, which

wvided the aTecnaﬂve audience of

50 witha stimulating variety of works,
and the orchestra with challenges of
technique and interpretation. MUO
certainly took up these challenges on
Friday night, resulting in a perfor-
mance of vitality, precision and
admirable depth.

The cor opened with the Hebrides
Overture (‘Fingal’s Cave’), a perfor-
mance which right from the opening
bar successfully evoke
Mendelssohn’s ‘romantic vision’, and
highli the particular talent of con-
ductor David Adams : sensitive control
of timbre, phrasing and d ics, as
for example in the delicate chordal
screening of the main theme when it
rea‘ppnars (the ‘melody out of the mist’
effect). This work in particular
demonstrated the outstanding im-
provement of MUO's string section,
which handled the considerable
demands of the program with skill and
dedication to playing as an ensemble -
lending power and conviction to the
whole performance as only a well-
rehearsed string section can.

The flute choir then performed a
short, refreshing program of Quantz,
Bartok and Haydn, Well-balanced
voices, a pleasing fullness of tone and
good ensemble playing were combined
with lively i tation to resultin a
strong and lnterestinﬁ rformance
that was not merely a 'light break’ for
the audience from the demands of the
orchestral works. The orchestra then
returned to play Sibelius’ Finlandia,
directed by Richard , whose dis-
tinf:tie\rrzll vigorous style ﬁzxgted this

work. Its drama ics
I=.‘M\‘n’e‘t‘e exploited to full withoutymbeoow
ing wooden; considerable shifts in
tempo were skilfully handled without
anything ‘dragging’ or sounding
rushed. Transitions in mood were
smooth and subtle, carryinﬁethe
audience along vulnerable to the ap-
pearance of moving main theme
which, honestly performed, had the
reviewer and seéveral others in tears. It
was an emotional performance; the
conductor showed an ability to enter

fully into the spirit of the work,
manipulating orchestral effects ap-
propriately while still imparting a
sense of freshness and immediacy to
the performance. In this he was sup-
ported by the highly competant
ﬁmranisl renden Russel, an Iesl:se—
cially by some excellent playing in the
brass section.

After theinterval, the performance of
Mozart's Pragie 5; ny had a slight-
ly shaky starl : an additional rehearsal
beforehand would have polished it up
well. Nevertheless, it was a satisfyin
and thoughtful performance; Davi
Adams’ interpretation was steadily
compelling, commanding attention
from beginning to end. , O at-
tempt was made to abandon the
orchestra’s usual robustapproach fora
more authentic, delicate style : themes
and their elaboration were given

ENETOUS, even expansive treatment. A
clear highlight was the fine playing in
the woodwind section, mlarly
solos fromCathy Ewarton nand
Christina Scott-Branagan on flutes,
and also good work from the choir of
french horns.

Overall, this was a fineand enjoyable
performance. Some quiet string
sages lacked substance, soun ing
‘thin’, and occasionally a touch more
refinement and finish would have im-
proved the result. On the positive side,
sound production was generally rich
and strong, solos were characterful and
well-articulated, and perhaps most
ﬁlmeasingly, the balance of orchestral

bres was consistently good. Lovers

of orchestral music can certainly look

forward to more good work from MUO
this year.

Lesley Sutherland.

Pieces in Search of
Bits - Performed and
Written by Micheal
Freeland, Universal
Theatre until May 28th

Micheal Freeland could not help but be
deflated after audience reaction to the
opening performance of ‘Pieces in
Search of Bits'. The show, devised by
Freeland, consisted of a series of skits
which attempted to convey his ex-
periences attained through life and
wordly travel. Unfortunately, instead
of providing memorable or amusin
moments, the audience endure
sketches containing some very crass
humour whose su matter ranged
from the explicitly sexual to racist and
religious.

Promotions for that show had
warned audiences of offensive material
and Freeland definitely succeeded in
offending most of his audience. They
slowly drifted out of the theatre after
skits. A mass walkout occurred afteran
Evangelist sketch where Freeland
portrayed a Jimmy Swaggart like
char who defamed religions other
than Christianity, was e to resist
sexual tation and Christianity it-
self is mocked was an exploitive faith.
So severe was the walkout thatan inter-
mission took place by circumstance
rather than plan.

On a nigit when even the props
refused to co-operate, there were
nevertheless some witlier instances; a
sketch about a fire-eater came off quite
nicely and clever use was n"tad& ?:“a‘
Frenchman ona bicycle.
wise, the skili’: m forggl?ble,nmixﬂy
because they lacked true innovation,
Freeland even gained audience par-
ticipation by ‘encouraging’(in a rather
i ating manner!) members onto
the stage. It may be that Freeland was
making a genuine attempt to show the
wrongs and stupidity of social bias
through laughter, but the communica-
tion was devoid of the force and
ingenuity needed to be successful.

m remaining audience heartily ap-
plauded Frecland’s efforts, but sadly it
was a disappointing show - that disap-

ointment so vividly reflected on
Ereeland’sfaoe during his closing bow.

Darothy
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o Kennedy and Nigue Needles on the road to nowhere in Tender Hooks

L

Tender Hooks o Worldc Happy Mondays
sight ﬁﬁ] and sharp one liners. But Kirsty MacColl Bummed
: beneath this lurking comic exterior the | Virgin Fact
Tender Hooks is a film about addiction~  film makes some poignant social com- actory

addiction to people you love, to your
mates, to a way of life, and about
coping with this addiction. It's about
outsiders on the fringes of big city life.

The plot is primarily conce with
Mitch, played by Jo Kennedy
(*Starstruck’, %an World’, Pack of
Women') whoisrebelling from her nice
suburban background and works inan
inner-city hair salon. She is sensitive,
warm and nobody’s fool. That is, until
she meets Rex.

Rex, played by Nigue Needles
(‘Bliss’, in Space’, "As Time Goes
By), isa small time crim, streetwise and

ood hearted but too loyal to his mates.
Elc- is charmin? incorrigible, and
sweeps Mitch off her fect but unfor-
tunately his talents are no protection

inst the law. The film examines the
relationship between Rex and Mitch
and the conflict between theirattitudes.
Rex, always on the move, has no real
idea of love and can only express him-
self with stolen presents and comic
book sentiments. Mitch, however, is
looking for something more.

ments. One example of the film’s irony
is where Rex, having saved his money
and bought Mitch some prawns, is
notably pissed off when he learns
Mitch does not like them.

‘I thought everybody liked prawns,’
says Rex "they’re so fuckin’ expensive.’
Meanwhile, there is an advertisement
being made with a cliched muscle-
bound model trying to sell a hopeless
product.

Again, when Rex is in prison, he
scratches Mitch’s name in his arm and
when she comes to visit him he
sheepishly explains: “There’s nothin,
much elsé to do here.” This is typical o
the film‘s understated buteffective way
of hiéhlighting social issues, rather
than labouring the point.

This Australian production is enjoy-
able; the acting convincing, the scriptis
witty and perceptive, examini ow
one can escape the Tender Huncis’ of
addiction. Provided one is prepared to
enter at the level of the characters and
not stand in back moralising and jus-
tifying, then thisfilm should ge enjoyed

The film is very funny, with clever by almost everyone.
Make No Mistake Mayor of Simpleton
Keith Richards XTC
Taken from the entertaining Talk is Virgin

cheap album, this number sounds like
an out-take froma ‘Black and Blue’ ses-
sion that Jagger got too chopless to turn
up to. Richards” ‘minimal’ vocalsdidn't
transfer well to falsetto in this funked-
out, guitar-sparse piece with gratuitous
horns. Listen to Beggars’ Banguet in-
stead.

It is rather suprising that XTC are one
of theonly bands to survive the late "70s
early ‘80s techo-guitar pop capers.
Anyway, this song is no great innova-
tion. Featuring lyrics along the lines of
‘love me, 1 didn’t go to uni’, it sounds a
bit like The Smiths to me.

Kirsty MacColl sounds a lot like The
Smiths with an accomplished vocalist
and no pathos. Might as well listen to
The Queen is Dead.

This is Your Land

Simple Minds

Dreary, atmospheric ‘walk down back
to the rail road track’ number which,
for some reason, has Jim Kerr doing a
duet with Uncle Lon. It is on par with
this band’s cover of Street Hassle. Have
a listen to New York instead.

Techno-pop with a bit of flair and style.
Impeccably well crafted synths and
guitars combine with angst-lust lyrics
to make the music appear not as bad as
it sounds. This band, while reminiscent
of, say, Simple Minds and New Order
manage to avoid some of the vacuous-
ness of the former and much of the
dirge of the latter. But why do all these
late "80s pommie guitarists sound like
John Marr?
Brendan Rea

Tall man, single, dark, has asthms, bad breath, Secks imperialist with
fetiah for black body armour, view to 'force’ful lasting relationship,
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Seventeen men on an aeroplane !!

‘Personally, I have always looked
upon cricket as organised loafing.”
William Temple, Archbishop of
Canterbury, 1925.

Every four years a group of Australian
men climb aboard an aeroplane, drink it
dry, and then parade their wares on the
cricket grounds of England. Back home in
Australia, thousands of people tote up
monstrous power bills as the televisions
and/or radios purr gently into the wee
small hours following the various trialsand
tribulations of these men from the An-
tipodes. Clearly this is no loafing matter,
whatever the good Archbishop might think.

The time has come, once again, for
Australia and England to don the creams
and contest another Ashes Series. The In-
somniacs, like all cricket fans, justcan’t wait.

When the aeroplane touched down, our
seventeen man touring party was greeted
by the usual tabloid cries of being the worst
to ever leave our shores. How soon they
have forgotten our truly awful, trouble-rid-
den 1985 side.

The rebels return

The proof of this_'z:mrﬁcular pudding
comes in the form of Terry Alderman and
Carl Rackemann. Four years ago they were
partoftherebel tour which split the Aussies
in two. Now the rebels are back and team
harmony couldn’t be batter.

Alderman and Rackemann, along with
New South Wales speedster Geoff Lawson,
will bear the brunt of our bowling attack.
These are the men who must bowl England
out. Merv Huihes may have a heart as big
as his moustache, but heisas likely tobe our
leading wicket-taker as [ am.

Merv's job will be to entertain the crowd
and plug away on a good length. Alderman
is the king-pin - the man who must take
wickets. Somebody told us that Greg
Campbell is a Tasmanian. He's about as
well-known as The Bert Newton Show. Per-
haps he'll be the new Bob Massie.
PerhapsLaurie Levy will have duck for din-
ner tonight.

Tim May and Trevor Hohns both ended
up on the flight to Heathrow, which isa lit-
tle bemusing given that none of the six Test
Matches have been scheduled for the Syd-
ney Cricket Ground. That venerable home
of New South Wales cricket seems to be the
only spinning wicket this side of the sub-
continent.

Given this, Hohns' spot probably should
have gone to someone younger, like
Victoria's Paul Jackson, for whom such a
tour would have been invaluble. Stll, as

t fans of the near-extinct art of spin—
E::ting, The Insomniacs wish both men
well.

Tim Zoeher has made enouglh Sheild
runsto warrantan Australian recall, but un-
less he does a kneecap job on the more
accomplished lIan Healy, he won't be seeing
very much Test action.

Our battling batsmen

In 1981, Australia’s batting was as brittle
as a Keating . They promised a lot,
but delivered very little. Unlike with Keat-
ing, the media were quick to put the knives
in. [t is up to our current crop of batsmen to
make sure that this does not happen again.

Mark Taylor, for all his sublime ability,
reminds us of run-out kings Rick Darling

and Greame Wood. Hopefully the selectors #
will stop the rot and keep Marsh and Boon | *°

mﬁelhnr throughout the series, It was sheer
folly to split up their successful openin
partnership. Theirs is the base upon whi

a commanding total shall be built.

Dean Jones must bat at number three.
Slower English wickets and slower English
bowlers willenable thedashing Victorian to

leave behind his horrific form of last sum-  ,

mer. [t is time for Mr Jones to re-establish il-‘

himself in the test arena. His only dan%u is
hen &

that Botham might ‘do a Hadlee’.

again, Botham might simply ‘do a Botham”, %

Young Stephen Waugh will show
everyone just what he is good foras he com-
piles run after run in England —a moral cert

to aggregate over 500 runs for the Test %&“‘

Yes I, Crazy ‘Flying Jackhammer’
Greg, have returned with the com-
mencement of the new WWF series. At
last all the thrills and spills of severe
violence and all out fun has begun
screening, And guess what, the event
that we have been waiting for, the
televising of the Summer Slam!

Dave Wagner v The Rock’ Don Muraco

Look, just because you have stubble on
your head and an ugly bushy beard doesn't
mean that you can stand up to The Rock’, a
wrestler of super star status. [ mean they
must pay losers good money to step into the
ring, So slaughter time began. After pul-
venising Dave Wagner, Don Muraco then
executed a beautiful slingshot sending
Wagner head first into the buckle, As Wag-
ner slowly sunk to the canvas Muraco
climbed the ropes and performed an im-
maculate flying knee drop. But Muraco
ruined his brilliant Kerl'an‘nanm by finish-
ing off Wagner with a pitiful excuse for a
pile driver.

Hart Foundation v Tom Stone and Chris
Curtis

Now this was a good match, not because
the teams were evenly matched. The reason
it was admirable is due to the fact that the
Hart Foundation are one of the leading tag
(teams in existence! The mere sight of "The

Crazy!

Anvil’ screaming ‘Get Up, Get Up!” toa pul-

course the end of the match. After severely
ujverlsiuf his opponent ‘The Anvil®
e Rimaant sdmimsters » perfee it
e Hitman’ ers a il
cl(':;hcﬁs line. Sheer Ty in motion.

The Snake” Roberts v Harley Man- %

son

Jake ‘Phallic Substitute’ Roberts just ha
penstobea
sake why the phallic symbolism? | mean
couldn’t they find a better gimmick?
Anyway, Harley Manson (of any relation to
Pope Tex Manson?) put up a pathetic dis-
play and inevitably was I?u out of his
miscrbe_T_mow:thatJake nldsm‘pyﬂght
to, the DDT. Oh yes a smattering of tomato
sauce was addec{ during the match just to
give ita tinge of ‘realism’,

Did anyone catch the special on
Australia’s contribution to the wrestlin
and pizza making scene, the wonderfu
Mario Milano? Yea [ bet you didn’t know
about that, it was shown on Nine's Wide
World of Sport and I only caught it by
chance whilst lounging around consuming
nicotine and lager. Not to worry, you can
catch Mario Milano in his pizza place at
Clayton. Anyway, till the next edition may
the figure four leg lock be with you.

Crazy ‘Hack Slaughter’ Greg signing off.

it
verised Curtis lying on the canvas was of é

ks &
the canvas, and holds him while %

great wrestler, but for Christ’s

Series. Another bonus is that, coming from
Sydney, he‘ll be well used to the wet
weather,

Tom Moody and Mike Velleta made so
many runs on the batsmen’s paradise out
west that just couldn’t be overlooked.
Mark Waugh must be wondering how
many times the selectors are going to give
Veletta a whirl. While the talented brother
of Stephen is displaying his wares in coun-
ty cricket, the lucky West Australian has
been given yetanother chanceto prove him-
self at the highest level,

Moody seems a far more worthwhile
selection. His polished Shield perfomances

had baggy green cap written all over them
last summer. We hope that it fits.

Last, but certainly not least, we reach the
modern day king of Australian cricket, the
bearded wonder, Alan Border. On this, his
final tour of England, Border would like
nothing better than to win back those infer-
nal Ashes. You can bet that he will give
everyting he has got to achieve that goal.

The tour starts in earnest when the first
Test Match begins at Headingley on June 8.
Channel Nine provides the pictures, ABC
Radio provides the words,

" presenls a review of

1150 years of dance

gred

UNIO

MAY 8,10,12,15,18and 19

ALEXANDER THEATRE

1.10pm

GALA PERIFORMANCE

MAY 19and 20
-ALL STUDENT THEATRE
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MONASH MOTOR SCHOOL DELUXE DR|V|NG
~ SERVING MONASH SC HOO L
SINCE 1961 l L Patient &Experienced
1_ Male & Female Instructors

= Expert & Friendly Tuition

$2 DISCOUNT PER LESSON

FOR STUDENTS AND STAFF
AUTOMATIC AND MANUAL CARS *$10.00 per. Lesson - First 4
PATIENT LADY AND GENT INSTRUCTORS Lessons Only*
TAKE LESSONS FROM UNI OR HOME i
OVER 30,000 SATISFIED CUSTOMERS for total beginners
2 el g *Also Student Discount*
PHONE: 233 6184 or 233 6179 969 9647 anytime

it .04 BURVALE HOTEL

DRIVING SCHOOL

Crn. Springvale rd. & Burwood rd. -

EVERY THURSDAY IS $2 NIGHT

$2 ENTRY
$2 DRINKS

* FOR TOTAL BEGINNERS ONLY

Just mention this advert. when you book then
advert 0 instrucior on lesson
Y. Otherwise normal fees will be charged.

D.J. Albert Sabila

House Music

WEI WAH ##7is

Chinese Restaurant (AN ST LTI E Y — T
& s We cater for ' E ! Yours
Take-away Service Cantonese & 'S
BY.O ,l Malaysian dishes :
= £ We offer a lunch

time special menu
for all students
We also offer 10%

discount on all other

’ dishes for all
studepts provided
that student | D be

shown upon

E request 8
N e N
299 CuﬂOgNHOAD WEEKLY SPECIALS Vel AR NS
CLAYT
D CTRONIC
Phone: 544 0881 Sy TRY: A GAME:-OF .. ELECTRON
5 00—9.00 p.m SQUASH, oR EVEN A LEMON
LUNCH 5To‘f:lai1tgggwfn SQUASH DOWN THE NOTT
12.00—2.30 p.m. Friday & s'atufday @ -
Tuesday to Sunday 5.00—11.00 p.m
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Rort

Dear Eds;
| recenlly received a newslefter from the
Mature Age and Part Time Students (MAPS)

ofganisation.
Inside and all of the way through | found
MAPS sugrﬂn@ a candidate in the
They are a
department o the Union and 50 used the  Societies, Sports and Recraation, Student
rﬂonoy of all sluddnls lo support lhls Theatre, 3MU elc are those that do not

g benefil all studens, all students
mhm%mwﬂm are lorced 1o pay o them. Why should Ibe
MAPS suppurllng this di

lorced lo sub else's
(Raymond Scotf) is especially bad. MAS membership in the Health Club called
doesn'l do it, why should we let MAPS? Sports and Recreation? Why, by paying the
MAPSusodwhendwaamma amenities fes, should | or anyone else
depariment funded by all of us, They should subsidise the piss ups of a small group who
not support candidates in elections the way happen to have acoess fo Clubs and
clubs do because some (probably a lot of) Societies funding? Isn't it far cheaper for o take away.
people would not support Raymond Scolt. | each student to choose for himhersell  On a separale issue, Alicia Steers of
certainly would not support Mr Scoll. whether or ot to buy a can of bear, than to  Amnesty International in her letier (p21)
| think MAPS waste our money on their pay a lee of $282 in order 1o gel acouple ol  states ‘nor does the death penally serve as
newsletter and never do anything for cans (perhaps) every term. Anyway, when adelerent.’ il does. Nobody who has ever
part-time students anyway. They may look dd!ﬂrdyouhstgda?mbwhnih been execuled has ever commitied another
after their own inlerests but never look after Union? As for Student Thealre, toattendany crime. And that is a fact for which | can
sludents who are just part-time and not costs enough already. Why produce empirical evidence. If she wanis lo
malure age. If anyone doubis this, ask them should we pay for the production of the saythal there are still murderers despite the
how many of their committea members are  performance? In the real world, we ara nol death in the USA, why not abolish
under 25. The answer |s nona! induced lo sponsor the arts automatically the prisons? There are still burglars in

Julie Smith mentions in her letter ‘Get
Your Facts Right' (p21) that South Africa has
flegally occupied Namibia lor 70 years. Is
Ihis a joke? Could she please tell me which
70 years, and when South Africa, and when
South Africia who were given Namibia under
mandale by the League of Nations, were
Informed by the League Ihat they were
ilegally occupying Namibia? The League of
Nations gave, so the League of Nations has

LETTER

I'd put the question to part-time students:  and compulsorlly Australia despite the prison system. Don't

‘What has MAPS ever done for you?' mmm;mmnug'm,mu

Answer: Not a bloody thingVl ‘em up and throw the key away.

G i
reig Rl ihnaﬁ\? Justin Corfield

Reporting
Dear Editors, 3

The book i out and the Insomniacs have Dont’ blame me!!
noted a reportabla offence by Julian Collins, My Dearest Lot's,
‘Cliche Coach’, Mr Collins will front the | write in response 1o the lelter from
tribunal on the charge of unduly rough letter ~ The uch an economic comrades Smith and Dimopalous which is
wiiting. In an action packed start to the argument, but a moral argument. | entitled ‘Political Bias', and seeks 1o

season, the Insomniacs, with more issues
mu'nitmlrdslhmhcldmrsnlnu
eithemirmﬂagwhnmgngm but under
extreme pressure from the delence, the
was bundied out of bounds and

lost in the crowd. The siren sounded and for
the Insomniacs it was loo late 1o kick that
winning fourteenth goal, As the Insomniacs
disconsolately from the field, the

il

mh'darr
student unionism. Mot only, by doing so, are

besmirch my characler,

The letter came about as a resull of a
group ol studentstrying and lafling to affiliate
aclub named ‘Resistance’.

Good comrades Smith and Dimopolous
seem lo think thal my one vole on the
Executive of Clubs and Societies changed
thair fate. in fact tha issue was brought up
by other members of Clubs and Societies
Executive and | stated thal | believed

trudged

cliche coach maved in with a powerful hip -
and-:hwber!hﬂhﬂﬂ:slmlangu
out on the VFL turl. We make and ask for no

apologies — we play the game hard and take
1he rough with the smooth. So good luck to
Richmend Football Club in the quest 1o be
more than a week lo week
to upsel more highly fancied finals
contenders in the charge towards the

Septamber action.
R T

Scab

Dear Editors, :

It is with soma concern that | wrile to you,
conceming the comments of my protege,
Pater Vitale, on voluntary student unionism,
In his recen! letier (Lot's 10/5) lo your
esleemed paper. | loel thal Peter has
misinterpreted the definition of voluntary
student unionism and has misunderstood
Mr Howard's position on this vital issue.
Hence | leel morally bound to clarify the real
position ol the Liberal Parly (as per iis
current education policy) on voluntary
student unionism,

Contrary lo whal Peler claimed in his Namibian
letter, that VSU would only apply lo the
politically-based portion of the union and
that students would be lavied regardless o
malntain union facilities. | would like o point
out that this is incomect. The Liberal Party
Education Policy clearly slates thal all
student unions would be libarated, not just
the political portions, from compulsory
membership. John Howard himsell has
made his position an absolutely voluntary
membership of sludenl unions explict on
olher occasions,

Regardiess ol what some on the left
would argue, to voluntarise membership of
the Monash University would not be the
greal disaster that has been predicted. The

services thal we are paying
lo maintain are those which either are
acanomically viable or those which should
operale on -a user-pays basis, as lew
students use them. | regard it as not just a
waste of my money, bul also as immoral that
| am lorced to pay on re-enrolment for
services that | never use, Whilst only a fool
would argue that the cals are subsided (they
make a huge profit each year) those
senvices thal are subsidised, e.g, Clubs and

proposition and  civifised and

I ‘Yours In wluwnm

Bullshit

Dear Lot's Wite,

Firslly my comments on your arlicle, Cry
Freedom and SWAPO. Whal a load ol
rubbishl Your anonymous writer doesn't
appear 1o know what is happening, but that
Isn'l unusual.

As for your line about SWAPQ not being
a ‘renegade band of commando types', not
only have they constantly violated the UN
Peace Accords In Namibia, but aksothey are
an ‘underground guerilla fighting force’ -
they admit it so why can't you? And lo be |
‘convinced' because the Unitad Nations

regards them as the official voice of the
Namibian people is adead horse,
The UN has recognised such ‘pecple’ as

death for cannibalism), Baby Doc, and
Anastasio Somoza as official voices for their
people. It even today still regards Thiounn
Prasith of the Khmer Rouge as the official
vaice of the Cambodian people, desple his
gang kiling over a milion people. What
about darling Winnie ‘Necklace' Mandela,
and the support the UN has given her? The
maney that she didnt spend on houses and
dresses, she seems 10 have spent on her
football team.

OK SWAPO are given literacy manuals.
So they can spend all their money on guns
and ry to con us into spending our money
on their books. | even have heard Herman
Toivo, aleader of SWAPO, who agpears to
have his christian name by deed poll,
explaining why Mrs Thatcher and the Jews
are responsible lor Namibia's problems.

| would support a campaign of increasing
literacy in Namibia, but through its
democratically elecled govermenl, nol a
load of bandits, whose only claim to fame is
that they can sit down with Pol Pot at the UN
as equals.

decided 1o only regist
they been there the situation may have been

vasily ditferent, They could have pul paid to
stiggestions that ‘Resistance’ is a vickent
organisation ; they are nol in my opinion ;
and may have become lull affiliales.

| can hardly be held personally
responsible for the actions of Clubs and
Societies, and the non-actions of
‘Resistance’ members, and | resent the
implication that | am.

Naturally | am sorry that the comrades
leel hard done by, but that is hardly my lault,
and cerfainly not something | am singularly
responsible for

Furthm'mura | do ol believe that anyona
seas "Fesistance’ as a threal but rather they
are seen as a group of comrades who
support free education, unions and
progressive ¥ just as | do.

| hope this helps the members of
‘Resistance’, and trust that they will cease
venting their spleens against me.

Tim Woods Law lll

Democratise
Education

Dear Eds,

It was with a pleasant sense of surprise |
discovered in the last edition of Lof's the
article byfon Joel Kohn (Chairperson of the
Anthropology and of Sociology). I was nbot
anly bacause it Is one of the few limes that
a Monash academic has made the efiort lo
coniribute lo the student paper, but also for
his refreshing ideas about what studying is
all about,

In thasa times of ‘economic rationalism’,
‘aificiency’ and ‘academic relevance’ il is
goed to see an academic having the
couragetostand up and be counted for what
he is and what he thinks. Having been at
University for for a few years now, |
immediately fet empathy with his views on
the ‘sectarianism’ of many subjects, their
‘alociness’ from today's problems and the
need to ba more responsive 1o students,
needs.

Procedures and counsellers in each tacully.
| don't know whether the MAPS
representative lo Union Board has told you
ye!, but at the last Board meeting students
also got $7500 to run a Campaign Against
\ﬁem It you slil aren't sure what's
on campus you could ask one ol
| think that it is about lime a stand was Ihazzot!smdummswndlhupeﬂumm
madeagainstpowpuliumhnlheﬂwﬁoilhe , or maybe you
‘academic ivory lowers’ and a process of could have altended the last Student
begin by not only General Mesting, which culminated with
making courses more challenging, three students meeling with the University
stimulating and holistic, but also by being Comptroller, Peter Wade, and the
respansivetostudent input. Prolessor Kahn  Vice-Chancellor, Mal Logan, to discuss the
is probably a lone voice, but it is uptous as Inadequacy of campus security.
students, and any like-minded academics, 1t was MAS representalives who
lo organise and p for changes that d ded the provision of a Child
will tum this university into a real island of Co-Ordinator who, a! the direction of the
leaming".

Co-Ordinator, Ms Bernadette Muir,
"By this | nnﬂmn %?ﬁ

established a Childcare Holiday Program
Educaion is thera 1o serve the masses and
vice-versa.

at yet ancther SGM last year, students
demanded that the University buy more
housing in Beddoa Avenue for the purpose
of providing exira space lor childcare, |
would hardly describe these aclions as
ignoring’ the issue.

On the question ol student
accommodation, MAS (through Student

'used mainly by mature age studenis!) and
nol

Too good to be

true Wellare) provides access to emergancy
accommodation for students who need it.

Dear Edilors, MAS has also liaised with Residenls
{ s — IMIMCmnmi!mhunHalsunmypmbhms

tasad by stiid
. Al Ihavsm time, it should be
recogmsod that the Union's Student
Office was set up al the behest of
student representatives.

No one could deny thal any of the above
issues have been complelely deall with. But
1o suggest that student representatives and
many other students, have ‘ignored' these
issues s ridiculous, and nonsensical.

On behall of all these students, | ask you
hsﬁﬁaﬁmmm of admit

In other words MAPS Commitiee and

gm'ﬁ&'ii Raymond Scotf, put up or shut up.

cartoon (7?) Monash Daze, sublitied
Eduwhg‘[m.lam&uyw!wﬁudem
who owns a Laser. These are just two of the
many similarities between this alleged
cartoon character and mysell. | find it
somewhat suspicious thal this character so
closely resembles mysell. Is this mere
, of @ twisted and malicious
nlegiity?

& :‘wwid remind you that uewm"m

ustralia are nolariously rigorous.

resemblance confinues, | will be forced to
take logal action,

Another Rort

Dear Lal's, 3%

As lhe immediale ex-Chairperson of
MAS, and a student who has been involved L
in campuss affairs for the past four years, | £
write to refute claims by University Council 22
candidale Raymand Scolt, that issues such
as campus securily, childcare and student
accommodation ‘have been |argely ignored &
by studen! representatives in the past.

As Raymond is endorsed by the Mature
Age and Pan-Time Students Committes, |

PSJusImmahaﬂhouﬁl.mv

can only assume that his views are likewise \aps Commitiee as an executive of a
nd by this | Union Deg endorse a candidale for
the 1o all Yniversity Counci? Were MAPS members

consulted before the decision was made?

The Issue of campus security has been Who paid for Mr Scolf's agvertisement inthe
.0l obvious concemn lo MAS for years, MAPS letter(the MAPS equivalent of
Perhaps this is why students wmmaned Lot's Wife)? Ware other Council candidates
for betier lighting of the campus at nighl, for given this privelaga? Finally, what price a
atree nightbus servicoaround campus, and plutocracy representing Mature Age and
for Sexual Harassmen! Grievance Pag.Timers?
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» Creative

John Farnham

#%

You sing of ‘two strong hearts’
Stuck like 'honey to the bee’
Well how is that for fucking stupid

Bourgeois imagery?

You're nothing but a product

Of an endless indus

That's made and sold then played
On ‘double-fucking-T

Sweating on the factory floor
Being played your joyous shit
You're and instrument of owners
Keeping workers in their pit.

Well before the Coke ads

It was plain to see

You're a lackey of the ruling class
‘Cause you sang for LRB,

e

- A Class Act

You think that You're the Voice' N
For this, our 'Age of Reason’
But Johnny you're a prostitute
Singing songs of treason,

Yes this is a case of class,

Of us versus them
Because your fucking manager
Owns all of ‘triple M.

So if I ever met you

My famous ‘Whispering Jack’
I'd take my fist for every worker
And shove it up your crack.

&

Clinton Porteous

Daze of our Lives

ast week saw our male

protagonist left in a stage
of agonising deliberation. Yet,
unbeknown to him, some-
thing of an equally
problematic nature was occur-
ing just an infinitesimal
distance away.

The object of his, as yet, ex-
perimental yearnings was also
plagued by thoughts of a transcen-
dental nature. Unaware of the
positive force directed towards her
unbearable luminosity of being, she
too was pondering with an Iintensity
which was definilely not of an in-
substantial nature.

Could a union with purel
spiritual context be a plausible
problem to consider, or would the
practicalities inexplicably involved
in a matter of feminine thought
decree it to be too time consuming
and fantastical even to be postu-
lated?

As the beat of her mind ticking
over such probabilities reached its
crescendo, she placed a hand to her
throbing temple, completely over-
whelmed by (and anticipatin,
exhaustion from) the ordeal ahea
of her.

Should she submit to the lure of
his spiritual forces, or would his
aura prove to consist of purely
negative lons, Eleermn% his mag-
netic field impenetrable’

Such mental torture gave rise
once again to the Inherent prac-
ticalities of her nature. He was
bee an obsession, occupylnﬁ
the totality of her limited time an

energy.

Should she forgo revolutionary
thoughts of inner spiritual contact,
such as those she had been ad-
dressing, or would her weaknesses
override, resulling in a dramatic
climax?

Such spine-tingling questions
can only be answered through ac-
quiring the knowledge contained in
next week's unequivocal episode.

Shaie Paterson
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Ritenuto

A footprint in the sand

Was left by a moment’s grace
Vanishing in the sea

Of yesterday's embrace,

Like a balloon drifting from reach,
It escaped my forgetting hand
Floating away from touch

Far from where [ stand.

(Don't give me innocence

That is naivety when I'm aged
Or the simplicity of joy

That is but the turn of a page.)

With a dying Countence

I curse the timeless words

In dead books: dead men's thoughts
Saying nothing I haven't heard.

(Don't grant me wisdom

That I'll forfeit when I die

Or your money making me become
One more pig in the sty.)

The days now become foul

I'm sickened by their slow decay
Rotting like wasted youth

That once was children’s play.

(Don’t give me love

That is gone when I am

That I must live up to and transcend
“Till I'm a shadow of a man.)

1 sift these grains of thought

In the sigh of an afternoon

Coming to an agreement

With the Earth and Stars and Moon.

A point between Infinities

Is all [ ask: a Moment's Grace
Like the last look af Orpheus
Upon Eurydice's face.
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Plan ahead for your taxation return

Keep receipts for all educational and
employment related expenses,

Use your diary

Record travel undertaken (whether
by public transportor by car) in relation
to your course and record miscel-
laneous expenditure incurred in
relation to your course.

Develop the habit - obtain and retain

Wﬁen you incur an expenditure of
$10 or more on goods/ services relating
to your course, firmly insist on obtain-
ing a receipt. Note on the receipt the
date, nature of the expense and the
supplier's name, then retain the receipt
in this envelope.

When you incur expenditure of less
than $10, if possible, obtain a receipt.
Alternatively where it is impossible to
obtain a recet}:t (eg copytex cards)
record in your diary the date, nature of
and the supplier's name.
Each entry should be signed.

You should keep the diary as proof
should you be asked for it, it is sug-
gested you send a summary of the
items with your tax return.

What may I claim as a tax deduction?
Deductions arise from spending re-

- lated to earning income. If you receve

Austudy then you are in the ‘business’
of being a student, thus study related
expenses may be claimed, eg:books,
stationary, calculator, teaching aids, lab
coats, enrolment fees (not reimbursed
by Austudy), student union fees, costs
incurred in taking field trips, photocop-
ing, subscriptions related to field or
study, telephone, etc.

If you don’t receive Austudy then
the only way you can claim self-educa-
tion expenses is if you are doifig a
course that has sufficient connection
with your current source of income or
you arereceiving a taxable scholarship.

Deductions relating to part-time
employment could include; uniform,
work tools and equipment, travel be-
tween part-time job and place of study
etc, telephone calls in relation to your
job and union fees.

For details of free taxation advice in
JulylAugust — see campus community
services. The above information is correct
as of October 1988.
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