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STUDENTS

WIN GAINS
IN LIBRARY

PROTESTS

MAJOR concessions on the issues of library
hours, services availability, staffing and book
purchasing were won by students during a
week of protest over library cuts proposals.
The week of protest included a march on and
occupation of the Administration Building, and
a sit-in during a meeting of the University

Coungcil.

Al the conclusion of the pro-
tests, the Administration — via
an impromptu address to pro-
testing students by the Vice
Chancellor Ray Martin -
agreed:

1. that the main library would
remain open on Saturdays
albeit at reduced hours

2. that there would be no prema-
ture sacking of part-time staff
3. that services for disabled
students would be maintained
4. that book-buying would con-
tinue at current levels until a
committee of inquiry brings
down its findings on the issue
5. that the committee of inquiry
- the McDonell Committee —
will have student representation
6. that the findings of the
McDonell Committee will be
available for student perusal
and comment

7. that the Vice Chancellor and
some others of the Administra-
tion would attend a general
meeting of students on the issue
in two weeks time,

Professor Martin's address to
students assembled outside

Council chambers diffused a
tense situation. Prior to the
address, students attempted to
barricade Councillors in the
chamber until they decided to
agree to all student demands
unequivocally.

Students  attempted  this
barricade by lying down in front
of the chamber’s main exit, thus
preventing Councillors from
leaving the room. Some coun-
cillors did attempt to leave by
stepping on and around bodies,
and some minor scuffles took
place. Most councillors returned
to the sanctuary of the Cham-
bers where, during Professor
Martin's talk with protestors,
they were led from the cham-
bers via a secret back exit.

During Professor Martin's
address— which took the form of
aquestion and answer session—
students obtained confirmation
ofthe concessions won on open-
ing hours and book buying, and
also on gaining representation
to the McDonell Committee.

AE Chairperson, Mr. Steve
Wettenhall, is to be the student

representative on this commit-
tee of inquiry,

It was also during this session
that Professor Martin gave an
undertaking that he would
attend a General Meeting of
Students to answer questions on
this issue.

Steve Wettenhall, talking of
the protestactions later on in the
week with this paper, described
them as “an outstanding suc-
cess”. He pointed out that not
only were student demands on
library hours and service main-
tenance conceded by the
Administration, but that stu-

dents had also won important
concessions on the issues of rep-
resentation to the committee of
inquiry. The McDonell Com-
mittee had, prior to Monday's
meeting, not provided for a stu-
dent representative. Mr. Wet-
tenhall also expressed delight at
the fact that student protests had
forced the library issue onto
Council’s agenda.

Up until the McDonell Com-
mittee hands down its findings,
the Monash Association of
Students intends to hold more
selective protests and to
organise student-staff boycotts

of lectures and tutorials. Some
factions are also planning to
protest to the ALP and the
government. MAS also intends
researching a submission to be
put before the McDonell
Committee.

“The past couple of days,”
Mr. Wettenhall concluded,
“have demonstrated to critics of
direct action that fears of lack of
student support is unfounded”.
(The Library SGM and both
occupations were extremely
well attended). “Further, it
shows how effective such action
is in forcing the Administration
to address important issues™.
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MAS Chairperson, Steve Wettenhall, was correct
in saying last week that the protests held over lib-
rary cuts were an outstanding success. In short, all
student demands were met. Further, the state of
the Library has been forced to the fop of the
Administration’s agenda. All students who par-
ticipated deserve congratulations on these signifi-
cant achievements.

Steve Wettenhall deserves special mention for
his performance last week (although, of course, he
would be the first to deny apportioning of praise).
Steve managed to hold a potentially divisive and
divided show together, dealing on one hand with
demands for storming the council chambers, and
negotiating with the Administration on the
other.

This paper singles Mr, Wettenhall out for praise
because we believe credit should be given where it
is due. We have been critical of the performance of
the A.E. Chair in the past, but this time we believe
he provided very good value for the money
students pay to keep him.

There were many other people who also made
extremely valuable contributions in all facets of
the protests. They came from all of the political
factions on campus and, it must be said, that
although there were serious disagreements be-
tween people over tactics and principles, all people
who participated in the protests deserve praise.

The protests achieved a great deal. It also pro-
ved how erroneous are the ideas of those people
who dismiss the effectiveness of direct protest
action in achieving ends.

Student politicians should not fall into the trap
of thinking that all aims will be achieved in this
way, however. Now that the issue has been raised
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the time has come for research to be done to
explore ways in which the primary objectives o’
maintaining and even improving library services
can be achieved. Well argued and researched sub-
missions can be just as effective as a well organised
demonstration.

Furthermore, students should be aware that this
library issue will increasingly shape up as partof a
larger problem. Students should not forget the link
between services provided for Universities and
governmental funding. With the spectre of severe
public sector austerity looming on the horizon,
students had better steel themselves to the pros-
pect of more campaigns such as this to protect their
interests.

Finally, the vast number of students at this
university who just couldn’t be bothered to par-
ticipate in the last week’s protests owe a massive
debt of gratitude to those students who were active.
Those students who live by apathy ought to con-
sider their selfishness as they sit in the library and
study for their exams over the weekend.

ALSO..

Last week the State Opposition Leader, Mr Jeff
Kennett, emerged from what has obviously been a
self-imposed period of silence to let his rested jaw

have free reign once again. The topic that he chose
to address was the decision by the Federal Labor
government to deport a South African diplomat

who beat a woman protestor with a stick after she
had entered the South Africanembassy compound
and had begun smashing windows with a mallet.
Mr Kennett, who is famed for the way in which he
speaks before his brain is engaged, said that the
diplomat was justified in beating the demonstrator
and that handing out such punishments b¥ proper-
ty owners whose possessions were being attacked
was justified.

Now, even if you leave aside the ideological ques-
tions of the morality of property and so on,there is
great cause for alarm at Mr Kennett's feelings on
another level. For surely the leader,in saying these
things,is arguing a justification for the use of vigilan-
tism as a means of maintaining law and order.
Surely any conservative would find this a rep-
rehensible approach,arguing instead that matters
involving the violation of property or of the law
should be dealt with by the appropriate authorities
- the police.

One can only wonder at this latest Kennett out-
burst. Was it a poorly thought out attempted swipe
at the Federal government’s indisputably correct
decision to expel the South African diplomat in
question? Or is there a far darker,sinister dimen-
sion to the Opposition leader, festering in vengeful,
vigilante violence that,if it should ever be tran-
slated into governmental policy,would hand the
administration of law and order to gun totting
strongmen rather like those that currently roam the
streets of South Africa claiming to be protecting
white interests but revealing instead an amazing
thirst for blood and violence?

THE TRAPS
DROPPING BUCKETS

Well, last week was a good one
for AE Chairperson, Mr. Steve
Wettenhall. As a nominal head
(in the eyes of the Administra-
tion at any rate) of last week's
student protests over mooted
library service cuts, Mr. Wet-
tenhall's star looked par-
ticularly bright in the aftermath
of the Administration's back-
pedalling over the whole issue.
Not that Wettsie is claiming any
of the credit mind you. In true
diplomatic style, he has sought
to put praise on the greater body

R e

of students, Yet, as anyone who
was there will tell you, Mr. Wet-

tenhall did put in an ex y

Committee minutes that 1 send
you Steve. Or, don't you read
the d nts [ send you.”

impressive performance, and
deserves the praise he has been
getting in various quarters.

In amongst all of this fine per-
formance came one little
embarrassing moment, though.
It occurred just after the
occupation had got underway in
the Admin. building. Facing the
angry crowds was Deputy Vice-
Chancellor Westfold, a grizzly
old Admin. hack who seemed
quite put out that a bunch of
students had made them-
selves at home in the Univer-
sity’s administrative nerve
centre.

Westfold commenced to
stonewall on all sorts of ques-
tions, being a little angry here, a
little reticent there. . . Then, all
of a sudden, the issue of the Lib-
rary User's Committee came
up. “To answer that question
you ought to ask the Chairper-
son of the Library Users’ Com-
mittee,” said the DVC in
answer 1o a question.

Then, up piped Chairperson
Wettenhall who was standing at
Westfold's shoulder, “Who is
that?"”

Westfold’s eyes lit up with
delight at the prospect of drop-
ping the proverbial bucket on
the high-rolling AE Chair. “The
Chairperson’s name is on the
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Laughter and red faces to be
sure! Still, it was only a minor
bucket, rather like the one
dropped on students by VC
Martin on Monday, when he
noted that despite the large
numbers of extremely vocal
people who were present in the
building on that day to talk
about libraries, not one under-
graduate student had bothered
to nominate for the position set
aside for students on the
Users’ Committee.

One can only wonder who
will in time snap that little
vacancy up.

MORE CREDIT WHERE
IT'S DUE

And still on the subject of lib-
raries, it was indeed interesting
to hear various studenis com-
paring Melbourne University’s
Baillieu Library favourably
with the Monash Main Library.
Indeed, there was some sugges-
tion that they do things a little
better over there than they do
here.

All of which made those of us
who have had experience with
the Baillicu chuckle quietly to
ourselves. One could only won-
der at people who would praise
an organisation that hasn'thad a

of its collection since
the 1950s and so has no idea of
what books it actually has as
fine administrators. And if you
are still not convinced about the
Baillieu’s problems, consider
this piece of folklore. Students
who take librarianship courses
are regularly sent to study the
Baillieu. The purpose is to
instruct the librarians of
tomorrow on how NOT to run a
library. The Baillieu, in the eyes
of those who train librarians, is
seen as the classic antithesis of
what a library should be.

WE DONT DO THAT
OVER HERE

A very big week for demon-
strators and demonstrations.
With the 10th anniversary of
the Soweto riots and conse-
quent South African armed for-
ces slaughter of innocent
people, a number of demon-
strations were held around the
country.

In Canberra, one demon-
strator earned herself a bit of
fame by leaping over the fence
of the South African embassy
and turfing a mallet through
some of the embassy’s win-
dows. Television watchers were
treated to this spectacle, and an
equally extraordinary sight of a
South African embassy official
running out from behind a

closed door, and belting the
infiltrator with what appeared to
be a large stick. (Later reports
confirmed a sawn-off broom
handle.) It seemed as if a little
bit of Johannesburg had come to
Canberra. 3

Well, they can do it over
there, but they can't do it over
here. That was the official word
from acting Foreign Affairs
Minister, Senator Gareth Evans
on the Tuesday following the
incident. The Federal Police
had apparently reported the
incident along with their view
that the force used was “‘un-
necessary”' to Foreign Affairs,
who immediately told the South
African embassy that the offi-
cial responsible for the act had
better start packing his bags and
get out of Canberra within ten
days.

“They might do that sort of
thing in theirown country,” said
the Honorable Senator, “*but it
is totally unacceptable be-
haviour here.” (Joh Bjelke-
Petersen please take note.) And
sothe neighbourhood is going to
be improved enormously with
the removal of one apologist for
that disgraceful regime in Pre-
toria from the immediate area.
Those demonstrating at the
embassy were in agreement that
whilst it was a good start, the
removal of one was by nomeans
enough.
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MYSTERIOUS McDONELL
COMMITTEE TO DETERMINE
LIBRARY FATE

by Nic Economou

A HITHERTO unmentioned committee of inquiry—
the McDonell Committee — will hold the key to
University Administration policy towards library

funding and management.

This committee’s existence was revealed for the first
time to students demonstrating against cuts to library
services and funding last week. The committee’s mem-
bership and terms of reference remain shrouded in

mystery.

The student demonstration,
which took the form of a march
upon and a 30 hour occupation
of the Administration Building,
managed to win guarantees
from the University Adminis-
tration that the Main Library
would open on Saturdays albeit
at reduced hours, and that ser-
vices for disabled students,
where they had been under
threat, would be restored and
protected.

The proposal that part-time
library staff would be re-
trenched before their employ-
ment contracts expired was
dropped at the behest of the
General Staff Association.

The Administration would
not give answers to student
demands that funds for new
book and periodical purchases
be maintained at current levels.
Instead, the Administration
said that this issue in addition to
the question of late fines would
pe studied by the McDonell
Committee.

The position of the Adminis-
tration was delivered to a spe-
cial delegation of students

selected from that body of
students who occupied the
Administration Building during
most of Thursday and Friday of

last week. The convening of this
special meeting that lasted for
almost four hours brought about
the end of an occupation that
most organisers agreed was a
successful protest event,

The student protest began on
Thursday with a well attended
General Meeting of Studenis
agreeing to motions calling for
maintaining Library funding,
and agreeing to march on the
Administration Building to
press this issue. The decision to
march on the Administration
was made in preference to a sug-
gestion to occupy the main lib-
rary over the weekend.

Upon the meeting’s conclu-
sion, the consequent march to
the building discovered that the
main doors of the building were
open, thus allowing the demonstra-
tion to occupy the two floors of
the entrance foyer.

During the course of the after-
noon's occupation, the student
body was addressed by the
Deputy Vice Chancellor, Pro-
fessor Westfold, and the head of
the library, Mr. Southwell.

It was during these question
and answer sessions, par-
ticularly those involving Pro-
fessor Westfold, that the
existence of this McDonell
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Committee was revealed.
Another important dimension
to the issue was revealed when
Professor Westfold intimated
on several occasions that, as the
libarary administration was res-
ponsible for its own affairs, the
presentdifficulties being experi-
enced were the fault of library
administration.

Professor Westfold preferred
stonewalling as a tactic to deal
with the large crowd. Ques-
tioned repeatedly om the
implications of this McDonell
Committee, his preferred res-
ponse was: “We will justhave to
wait and see”. He avoided ques-
tions pertaining to the library
administration’s claim that
devaluations in the Australian
dollar were the rool cause of
many financial problems.

Far more impressive in his
performance before the meeting
was the Chief Librarian, T. B.
Southwell. Prefacing his remarks
with the statement that the lib-
rary’s plight “hurts me as much
asithurts you", he began tofend
a number of questions and
comments.

In his answers, he denied that
his administration was inade-
guate or inept. He claimed that
the root cause of the problem
was a failure of the General Lib-
rary Committee to provide the
funds that the library had been
expecting to cover it for the
coming half-year.

Whilst Mr. Southwell said
that he did not think these dif-
ficulties would be permanent,
he was clear on where the
solutions to the current pro-
blems lay, “More money will
have to come from the Adminis-
tration to maintain services,” he
said.

The occupying students then
organised for an overnight stay
in the Admin Building foyer.
The nature of the overnight
effort took on many characters,

Students occupy the Administration Building over library cuts.

at times resembling a tense
political meeting as various fac-
tions debated the tactics to be
taken. When not locked in
caucus, the occupation took on
a party atmosphere with music
and beer provided.

A lengthy evening meeting
decided that the occupying
students would instigate a lock
out of the building at 9.00 a.m.
The meeting chose this in pref-
erence to establishing a picket-
line in front of the building,
requesting administration staff
not to cross it.

The lock-out was effected
next moming. Some essential
staff were permitted to enter the
building. The remainder waited
until University security men
broke the locks, or entered the
building via a back door.

Security personnel inside the
building said that they were
happy with the way the students
behaved during the occupation,
and that students had them-
selves cleaned up the mess left
after the evening’s occupation,
By 4.00 p.m., the students had
moved to the ground floor and
were awaiting a return by the
delegation that had been meet-
ing with the Administration to
return.,

The delegation comprised
three men and three women
students, and met with a com-
mittee comprising the Vice
Chancellor (Ray Martin) Pro-
fessor Westfold, the Com-
ptroller, the Registrar, the
Chairperson of the Library
Users’ Committee, and the
Head Librarian.

The results of the meeting
included:
1. that the Library would be
open on Saturdays from 1 p.m.
to 5 p.m., and on Sundays from
10 a.m. to 5§ p.m. Prior to the
examination period, the 10 a.m.
— 5 p.m. hours would apply.
2. that services for disabled

students would not be con-
tracted.

3. that the issue of fines would
be left to the McDonell Com-
mittee, but that there would be
no increase in fines in the
interim period.

4. that staffing issues would be
dealt with by the McDonell
Committee, but that there
would be no retrenchments in
the interim.

5. that the Vice Chancellor
refused to talk about the alleged
availability of funds in the Vice
Chancellor's Contingency Fund.
6. that the McDonell Commit-
tee will investigate the issue of
who sits on the Library
Management Committee (stu-
dents demanded that generally
elected student representatives
and a staff rep be permitted to sit
on this committee).

7. the issue of book purchase
funds would be left to the
McDonell Committee,

8. that the Vice Chancellor
fudged on whether ornot the lib-
rary issue would be discussed
at the forthcoming University
Council meeting, as per the stu-
dent demand.

The report of the delegation
preceded heated discussion
about tactics to be taken in the
future. The occupation finally
ended at around 5.30 p.m. on

f"riday.
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U.L.P. FRAUD!

Andrew D. Clarke
THE has

public been

deceived by the introduction

of unleaded petrol (ULP).
We have been fed blatant lies
and have not been given all
the facts. Also, there was not
sufficient research into the
fuel by the Government.

It is now history that the
NSW government buckled
under the pressure from conser-
vationists, who insisted on the
introduction of ULP as quickly
as possible. As from the first
day of January 1986 all cars
manufactured for sale in Aus-
tralia must be capable of run-
ning on a low octane ULP.

I am not fully opposed to
ULP. What I do object to is the
way in which the change over
was done. My objections are:

i) it was introduced too hast-
ily. Because of this haste the full
consequences were not known
because there was not enough
investigation. Overseas inves-
tigations would have shown all
the problems of this fuel and that
US authorities have shown that
their has been no reduction in
airbome pollutants from cars,
just a change and not neces-
sarily for the better.

The most notable new major
pollutant from cars is the lethal
H:S gas. This gas is formed in
the catalytic converter, a new
‘box’ added to the exhaust sys-
tem. Frequently this gas gets
into the car, where it can do
most harm. There have been
many reports of minor H:S
poisoning (nausea, headaches
and grumpiness) and I am one to
have suffered 2 of these
symptoms. Major poisoning
could lead to death, it was H:S
poisoning that killed the sailors
in Darwin last year;

ii) the public were told blatant
lies by the NSW government
(ULP’s instigator). We were
told that ULP would give us bet-
ter performance, improvements
in fuel economy and cleaner air.
None of these are true as
figures show:

PERFORMANCE - engine
power outputs are down due to a

number of factors. The engines
have to fight with more back
pressure (thanks to the catalytic
converter) and run on
octane petrol,

low

ECONOMY - there have not
been any official figures pro-
duced yet, but my experience
has shown a drop of around 5-
10% in economy.

CLEANER AIR - this is not
true. Both German authorities
and American authorities have
not been able to show that the
airborne pollutant content of
exhaust fumes frcm ULP carsis
lower than that of leaded-petrol
cars. In fact, the US report
shows the opposite.

We were also lied to by not
being given the full facts. Not
only are our engines now less
efficient, but they have pro-
blems on ULP. We need to use
upper engine lubricants (just
another addition to our mount-
ing bills — consider that the cost
of a catalytic converteris $1000
for the simplest, this bill has
already been added to the price

told that our fuel injectors will
get clogged more easily on
ULP. In some cases this has
necessitated expensive repairs
just so that the car will run,

Now that the full facts are
known and the various people
within the motor industry are
being listened to, the public are
outraged, as they should be. The
whole affair was carried out
with vote-winning haste and
lies. It has taken less than 4
years to complete the legal
change-over.

It is only now, 6 months after
its introduction, that the petrol
companies have a decent fuel to
offer us, not a perfect fuel, justa
better one.

The costs 10 be met by the
average buyer of a new car are
massive, A combination ULP
and Keating's new tax laws
have put the car industry into a
massive slump. This slump will
cost jobs, many thousands of
jobs. Whilst the costs of ULP
are huge, the benefits, if any, at
the moment are negligible.

POWER OUTPUT
Pre-ULP (kw) Post-ULP (kw) % drop
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The controversy over the ‘Hail
Mary' film highlights the
importance attached to Mary
in Christian symbolism. So
far as 1 can gather, the film
does not suggest Mary was not
the virgin mother of God.
What people are objecting to
was that she was shown
swearing in some scenes and
naked in others. One demon-
strator said words to the effect
that Mary was “the only pure
girl and now she has been
defamed.”

It appears that the objec-
tion to the film was that Mary
was shown as a normal girl
with  normal habits and
desires, and not portrayed as
*saintly’ and ‘pure’. There are
two implications from this,
Firstly, Mary is thus not
venerated, at least entirely,
because she was supposed to
be the mother of God, but
rather that she was/is the
embodiment of purity and
chastity. In a strange way this
image of Mary has combined
both traits that are seen to be
respected by  patriarchal
society motherhood and
virginity. It is not surprising
then that she is put up on such
a pedestal, nor that Christian
women find it so hard to live
up to this image.

The second point this raises
is the whole ethos of virginity,
that belief that a virgin is not
just someone who has not had
sex, but is also the possessor
of almost mystical qualities,
and an almost visible aura of
purity. This in turn, of course,
stems from the idea that sex is

MADELEINE
LAICHETT

dirty and any woman who
indulges in it is somehow
slightly soiled, if not defiled.
(Men, of course, are dif
ferent.) Mary's supposed
purity is the standard by
which women are judged in
the eyes of the religious, so if
they are called to consider the
fact that Mary might have
been a normal young woman
with sexual desires and bad
habits, they may have to
accept that these things are
0.K. for contemporary young
women as well.

 ® * 3 3

Meanwhile, the fight over
woman priests continues. Itis
fascinating to see the logical
knots people seem to be tying
themselves into in trying to
defend their positions. Father
Keith Brasington, in defend-
ing moves to stop women
becoming deacons of the
Anglican Church was quoted
as saying “Just as | cannot
give birth to a child so this
church grant holy orders to
the female sex.” (Age 16/6/86
p.3) Now, I cansee thata man
is limited by his physical
make-up as to what he can
physically do, but 1 Fail (o see
how this relates to a *church’
which is hardly bound by
physiogomy. It sounds more
like petulance to me: *Well,
we can’t have babies so we
have to have something to
make us feel important.™ It
may be vindictive of me, but 1
really enjoy seeing old men
squirm when they see women
encroaching on their ermitory.
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VSTA To Minister: Resign!

President of the Victorian
Secondary Teachers’ Ass-
ociation (VSTA), Mr. Brian
Henderson, has called for the
removal of State Education
Minister, Ian Cathie, Mr.
Henderson made this state-
ment in the Association
newspaper, ‘'VSTA NEWS’
last week, following pro-
posals by the Ministry to
|introduce self-government in
State Schools.

Mr. Cathie's paper entitled
“Taking Schools into the

1990's” has received much
media attention in recent weeks.
If adopted, the plan would force
schools to:

® recruit and select their own
teaching staff

@ decide how many teachers
to employ, and the seniority of
their appointment

® receive a single grant to
cover teaching and ancillary
staff salaries, equipment, main-
tenance, and other resources
@ approve leave for teachers
and arrange transfers

@ employ and pay emergency

teachers
@ be “‘accountable” for ach-
ievement of educational objec-
tives through “assessment of
performance against agreed
goals".

In addition to these changes,
school Principals may be
removed from the teaching ser-
vice. The Teachers’ Federation
of Victoria, in its bulletin dated
June 12, expressed total opposi-
tion to this proposal, claiming
that it would threaten working
relationships within schools and
between schools and the com-

munities they serve. If Prin-
cipals allowed themselves to be
led by the Ministry they would
“rue the day.”

All of the teacher unions and
many parent groups are con-
cerned that the plan 1o make
schools self-governing  will
seriously disadvantage schools
in low-income and isolated
areas, and give teachers less job
security and worsened con-
ditions.

By tumning State Schools into
pseudo-private schools any
notion of equality of educat-
ional opportunities for all Vic-

Im Catme
torian children would be lost.
Mr. Cathie, already an

unpopular figure with teacher
unions, is going to have a fight
on his hands if he tries to imple-
ment these changes.

Mark Loveday

S. AFRICAN

Luke Williams.

In the weeks leading up to the
Soweto anniversary, fighting
between opposing groups in the
sprawling Crossroads shanty
town located on the ¢ irts of

the security arm of apartheid, or

it does not. To suggest that the

security forces should assist the

anti-apartheid movement in
in ci tances impli

Cape Town dominated black
politics in South Africa. Con-
servative “vigilantes™ who sup-
port the continuation of the
traditional political infrastruc-
ture of the township have been
seeking to oust young radical
“comrades” from the town-
ships. In turn the “comrades”
have been trying to undermine
the conservative fathers’ power,
viewing it as little more than a
supporting institution of apart-
heid. Although outnumbered,
the ‘‘vigilantes” have suc-
ceeded in driving the “‘com
rades” and their supporters
from the township.

Eyewitness accounts of the
fighting indicate that South
African security forces played
an active part in assisting the
conservative fathers achieve
their aim. Complaints from

opponents of the “ vigilantes™ to

the effect that those same
security forces also refused to
try and stop the fighting and

that those forces can act as neut-
ral agents in enforcing law and
order a ridiculous assertion
when that same **law and order™
is derived from the apartheid
system,

Bishop Desmond Tutu also
achieved headlines last week
after his surprise meeting of
minety minutes with President
P.W. Botha. Both men suc-

ceeded only in agreeing to dis- -g

agree, with Tutu repeating his
fears that civil war in the coun-
try is imminent unless the
Nationalist government indic-
ates quickly a willingness to dis-
mantle apartheid and allow
black majority rule, not just
power sharing between Blacks,
Whites and Coloureds.

Bishop Tutu has long been
portrayed by the West=rn press
as one of the most influential
figures in South African
politics. His high profile in the
international arena, however,
belies the lack of respect most

SITUATION WORSE

4 Hr a national rr:’k;i:o commemorate Soweto,
South African blacks are back at work this week.

him. His political grandstand-
ing is regarded more as an
attempt on his part to con-
solidate for himself a position of
leadership and influence when
apartheid is finally destroyed,
than a sincere effort to fight the
apartheid system. Not that Tutu
is alone in this respect. The
attempts by African National

Congress leaders to portray
their organisation as the
vanguard force in the anti-
apartheid struggle, along with
Gatha Buthelezi's machina-
tions in suppressing dissent to
the rule of Inkatha within the
Kwazulu homeland, also sug-
gest those persons are more
interested in cementing a secure

TYPING and WORD PROCESSING
THESES, ASSIGNMENTS, DOCUMENTS, MAIL LISTS,
also Photocopying. All student typing needs catered for at

place as leaders in a post-
apartheid South Africa than
with allowing a revolutionary
situation to bring forth pro-
gressive leaders. Bishop Tutu is
just the most irritating example
of how so-called radical black
leaders in South Africa see
themselves as more important
than they really are.

‘Tutu is correct in one respect,
however. Civil War appears
ever more likely as the violence
in the townships continues to
escalate, and pro-apartheid
White Afrikaaners arm them-
selves in anticipation of attacks
from radical blacks. Although
agitation on the part of blacks is
shaking the foundations of the
apartheid system, the ultimate
determinant of the South
African future will be the
behaviour of the security forces
there. They are the key to
whether apartheid will be des-
troyed or not, and to whether
democracy can be brought to
the country after apartheid has

disappeared.
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FROM THE GUTTER

with Dr Oliver Machettihead

There will be no Late Late
Column during the World
Cup.

EPITAPH FOR A
POLITICIAN'S
POLITICIAN

Nifty has gone! And, as the
ABC's Four Corners anchor-
creature, Andrew Olle, said
last week, The King is Dead!
Long Live the King! Neville
K. Wran, Premier of New
South Wales, and a real
politician’s politician, is to
stand down from the pre-
miership and will retire back
to the law from whence he
came. Now is the time for
political junkies — those who
get high on good old fashioned
political skills such as surviv-
ing during times of crisis and
kicking opponents’ heads
whenever they should appear
- to mourn.

For what will politics be
like in the aftermath of Wran?
Who will be able to repeat
such breathtaking performan-
ces as the day Nifty strode out
to an impromptu press con-
ference the day that Justice
Lionel Murphy was acquitted
of charges of perverting the
course of justice, and declared
that, in effect, he was going to
have the head of Chief Magis-

trate, Clarric Briese. Briese
had committed the cardinal
sin of speaking against a
Wran mate, and, according to
the Wran view of politics, the
only response to such be-
haviour was political retalia-
tion. As Nifty himself was

Party leaders. These people
accused Wran of larrikinism
in politics, of reducing the
decorum and effectiveness of
parliament as an institution.
Well, as my wise old father
used to say of his days as a
decidedly unpopular player-

fond of saying: “You can
forgive in politics, but you can
never forget.”

What other politician would
emerge from his home the day
after he was exonerated from
an inquiry into allegations
that the Premier had tampered
with the workings of the law to
clear a rugby league identity
charged with fraud, and
answer in response to a press
question as to what he would
do in this his first day back
that he was going to parlia-
ment to kick heads?

In the televised construc-
tion of an epitaph for the
departing premier, the ABC
(towards whom Wran had a
special antipathy) requested
reactions from friends and
foes alike, Whilst the responses
of the friends were predictable
enough, the things Wran’s
enemies had to say were notable
for their particular bitterness
and noticeable veh
Wran had many scalps on his
mantlepiece during his ten
years as Premier, including
two Liberal and one National

coach in Hobart's basketball
league, “*Son, the day the
opposition stands up to
applaud you when you take
the court, is the day you
retire.” This basketballing
metaphor is not lost on the
MN.S.W. situation. Neville
Wran had nothing but con-
tempt for his Liberal-National
Party opponents. Indeed, the
ruthless Wran style of street-
brawler politics manifested
itself most cruelly on the
opposition. In recent times,
however, the Wran monolith
has been steadily eroding
under a constant under-
current of innuendo and
allegations stemming from
the festering organised crime
phenomenon in N.S.W. Wran
was a constant target for
media - particularly the
A.B.C and the Fairfax owned
media attention over these
issues. Some in the A.L.P.
desribed itas deliberate smear
tactics.

Wran had become the per-
sonalised target of a Liberal-
N.C.P. campaign against

organised crime that con-
tributed to two major develop-
ments. Firstly, it led to a
resurgence in the coalition’s
electoral stocks to the point
where they nearly won govern-
ment in the 1985 state elec-
tion. And secondly, it contributed
to a further erosion of the
power of Wran as the all-
conquering individual.

People speculate as to why
Wran is going now, The
answer, I feel, lies somewhere
within the point I make above.
Wran's contempt for the
opposition meant that to be
defeated by them would be a
massive, personal blow. So,
with the writing on the wall
that his government’s hold on
office remains tenuous for as
long as the organised crime
and police corruption alleg-
ations fester, Wran has
decided that the time has
come. He will get out now, the
unconquered giant of N.S.W.
politics, heralded as the man
who ran N.S.W. uncom-
promisingly and who stemmed
the anti-A.L.P. tide in the
wake of Whitlam when he was
elected Premier in 1976.

The problems involving
organised crime and allegations
of corruption will now fallinto

there is a striking similarity in
the way the Wran dynasty is
ending to the way another
Labor institution - the rule of
South Aaustralia by Don
Dunstan - terminated. In that
instance, the reins of power
were handed to an equally
urbane man called Des Cor-
coran who was to be bundled
out of power at a subsequent
state election. The change
prompted literary notable,
Max Harris, to write in The
Financial Review that in
changing from Dunstan to
Corcoran South Australia
had gone from chablis and
moussaka to beer and steak. A
similar situation has occurred
in New South Wales.

1 don't think Mr. Unsworth
is going to survive long as Pre-
mier of the premier (sic) state.
The shitrain that will develop
as the Murphy allegations
continue, and the organised
crime issu¢ continuing to boil,’
will result in the government
of the day being bundled out
of office. The Liberals will
return under Nick Greiner,
but will be so inept as to last
only four years. Then the
A.L.P. right-wing junta will
be back. As for Wran, well,
now he can concentrate on his

fessed in life:

the lap of the Wran repl
ment, the urbane Mr. Barrie
Unsworth, In many ways,

“Jilly, whiting fillets, and a
bottle of cold white wine™.

Bailly

Tuesday 1st. July
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news —

SL Loses Young Labor To Right

From: The National Affairs Desk.

Incompetence! Arrogance!
Stalinist! A massive joke!
These were just some of the
phrases used by observers
of last week’s Young Labor
Conference to describe the
proceedings of what be-
came a festival of factional
fighting. In the final
analysis, it appears that the
right-wing Labor Unity
faction scored a decisive
victory over its Socialist
Left rival for a number of
key committee positions.
Whilst most people of the
Socialist Left, independents,

and people from the grown up

section of the party have played
down last weekend's con-
ference results by claiming that
Young Labor doesn’t mean any-
thing to anyone anyway, some
sources have pointed out that
the national Young Labor does
elect a delegate with voting
rights to the National Con-
ference of the ALP.

The result of last week’s fac-
tional brawling in YL, which
saw the Socialist Left lose con-
trol of Victorian YL for the first
time could mean that, unlike
previous years, the Australian

Young Labor movement could
send a right-wing factional
delegate to the Hobart Con-
ference, due to start in July
this year.

The national daily press has
heralded the weekend’s results
as a major victory for the Labor
Unity faction. Sources informed
this paper however that the
result where the Socialist Left
lost control of vital policy and
administrative committees was
due more to the ineptitude and
arrogance of those Socialist
Left personnel who dominated
the Conference’s proceedings.

It has been pointed out that
whilst numbers were tight (a
number of motions were
defeated on the basis of tied
votes) the SL. managed to win a
number of important policy
positions, whilst at the same
time defeating Labor Unity
motions of the ilk of those that
supported increased govern-
ment funding of private schools,
and abolition of compulsory
trade unionism.

It was at the level of electing
people to committees that the
Socialist Left suffered its
humiliating defeats. Basically,
the dominant group within the

A gaggle of Fabians,the campus power base of the
Young Labor right wing Labor Unity faction.

SL which, incidentally, has its
power base at Melbourne
University and is known around
the traps as the “Parkville
Mafia” made a terrible hash of
its numbers, and made a couple
of tactical errors that veteran
observers of the way the SL
used to conduct its affairs des-
cribed as uncharacteristic.

It appears that many non-
aligned and independent del-
egates thought the SL leadership
to be far too arrogant in its
approach. They were par-
ticularly upset by the way in

which the Melbourne Uni SL
had drawn up a ticket without
consulting independent and
non-aligned delegates, and
which read like a who's who of
the Melbourne Uni ALP Club.
In the final analysis, the SL lost
the support of the independents
and non-aligneds who either
failed to vote the complete SL
ticket (thus preventing the flow-
onof preferences), or who didn’t
vote at all. Still others were
wooed by the Labor Unity
machine which one delegate
described as extremely efficient

and far better presented.

The Labor Unity machine
included ex and current Mon-
ash University identities such
as Bill Shorten, Michael
Borowick and one Anthony
Rodbard-Bean. Sources claimed
that Mr. Rodbard-Bean has in
his possession photocopies of
informal ballot papers adorned
with mini essays written by
some delegates as to why they
would not vote the SL approved
ticket.

The weekend's events, in-
volving examples of typical bit-
ter student politics where
people indulged in spiteful
screaming matches with their
opponents rather than reasoned
debate of issues, may well be
nothing more than a storm in a
teacup. yet it is interesting to
consider just how much ground
the young SL, who tend to orbit
around the Melbourne Univer-
sity sphere, have lost in recent
years. As one anonymous
observer said: “These people des-
troyed AUS (the Australian
Union of Students), CALPS,
they lost the SRC elections at
Melbourne University, and now
they have destroyed Young
Labor.”

The Vice-Chancellor must be
sacked! His spineless dip-
lomacy toward the student
radicals during the ‘spoilt brat
library fiasco’, is an outrage to
those of us who hold our self-
respect higher than the gutter
level. Ray Martin and I have
been through a lot together,
we once even shared the same

_object of nocturnal delight
one evening after a long ses-
SiOI‘I'_"' at the Melb
Club: but I now feel that I am
ashamed to be a member of
the same club as you!

Ray, Ray, Ray, why didn't
you put a stop to the orgy of
Marxist-Leninism in  the
Administration building? Why
did you not have the police
remove the vermin and allow
them to beat them up for their
vagrant act of trespass on
Thursday, Friday and Mon-
day? Why were you pussy-

footing with the Socialist
time-bomb?

One can only stretch their
minds to the most perverse
extremes to comprehend what
must have happened at the
Left-Wing slumber party.

Flaccid penises awash in a
sea of vaginal juices, like
matchsticks flowing through
a stormwater drain. Remem-
ber what that type got up to at
Woodstock! They perverted
the sanctity of the Administra-
tion building by converting it
into a free-for-all Love-in.

But once again those
saronged girlies of the left
would have missed out on get-
ting their bit of self-import-
ance. Because the other side of
the .coin of Feminist accep-
tance on these “males” behalf
is their necessary inability to
deliver the god given goods.

These- poor deluded vic-

’ ?3l .a!.!

tims, on the one hand unable
to keep their mind off dis-
assembling the rational order
of society long enough to
ensure the fulfiliment of the
masculine task; and on the
other hand, through their
bowing down to feminist
ideology with its disastrous
conseq as ing them
as equals; there arises an
inability to serve them up the
sizzling sausage they so much
long for. And without being
served up their raise en tres,
the psychic shock leads
dialectically to the condition
of ‘twisted sister’. And the
dilemma for the flaccid left is
one of treating them as equals.

For this is tantamount to -
treating them as mates, and
such abberations cannot be
conceived of. (I cannot even
consider what it would be like
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to throw my leg over my close
friend and Warden of the
Union, Graham Sweeney.)

This of course, explains the
link between Socialism and
its illegitimate offsprings Les-
biansim and Homosexuality,
and how they come to become
the members of leftist org-
anisations.

For just like the Moonies,
the Socialists tried to attract
misguided students into the
administration building in an
attempt to interfere with their
normal reasoning and libid-
inal powers, to pervert them to
Marxist ideology. I've seen
their type before; they try to
lure young innocents in by

offers of free sexual gratifica-
tion, once lured, before they
can say karma sutra they are
chanting Das Capitall Wall-
to-wall vaginas yawning open
to snap up the unsuspecting
like venus fly traps; once the
fly is in the ointment - there is
no escape!l They die in the
enshrouding sap of Marxist-
Leninism.

We must stop the insane
drives of these wayward
vaginas! Ray martin must be
poleaxed! The Administra-
tion Building carpet must be
immediately steam cleaned!
The library must be razed to
the ground!

Cheery pip for now

ABC.ABC. ABC. ABC. ABC. ABC. ABC. ABC. ABC. P
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DO NOT GO TO JAIL!

Recent changes to the sentencing provisions in Victorian
Courts will see fewer offenders sent to prison. Judges and
magistrates now have greater say in the choice of !
penalties that offenders may receive, and can direct
offenders to carry out community work and personal
development courses, rather than send offenders to jail.

The Victorian Atltorney
General, Mr. Kennan, intro-
duced the new legislation,
which should reduce over-
crowding in prisons, and
allow magistrates and judges
to tailor the punishment to
the particular crime and the
needs of each person con-
victed.

Lot’s Wife spoke to Mr. Den-
bigh Richards, an Office of Cor-
rections director, who saw the
new legislation as a “rat-
ionalisation of existing legisla-
tion” which was divided into
three separate areas. The old
legislation evolved over the past
thirty years, in response to the
needs as they arose, but there
was some confusion as to when
non-custodial punishment was
applicable. The new legislation
spells out clearly the role of
judges and magistrates, and
gives more discretion to them in
the role of sentencing

Mr. Richards does not
believe that the new legislation
is simply a way of “'solving the
jails overcrowding problems,”
as it doesn’t require that a
magistrate release offenders on

the Community work option,
but merely provides that option
if the magistrate thinks it
appropriate. “Presently, im-
prisonment is viewed as a
punishment of last resort — this
legislation merely clarifies this
view,” said Mr. Richards.

Before being allowed to par-
ticipate in the Community work
option, the offender must agree
to meet six core requirements,
which include:

% The offender must not com-
mit the offence again.

% The offender must reporttoa
specified centre within two days
of release and that the offender
must report any change of
occupation or address.

Mr. Richards said that as well
as the community work, per-
sonal development courses
could be suggested which could
be of value Lo the offender after
the duration of the punishment,
These could include literacy
and numeracy courses, stress
and anger management, spori-
ing activities designed to foster
team spirit, alcohol manage
ment courses, etc, Before any of
these would be undertaken,
however, the offender must

¥
'.h) Y . ( 9
agree to them, and at any time
during the period of punish-
ment, the offender can ask to
have his or her case reviewed by
the magistrate, who may sug
gest alternative arrangements,
According to Mr. Richards,
the areas that Community ser-
vice would cover are almost
endless, with particular emph-
asis placed on utilizing people’s
existing talents. Tradespeople
will be encouraged to continue
with their trade, and community
work orders will focus on pro-
viding such employment. When
asked if he could see any union
opposition for such a program-

4 -é‘_,'\.

me, that of using people to per
form tasks that could otherwise
be performed by unionised
labour, he said that the only
tasks that would be performed
were those that would not other-
wise be done. Most of the work
will focus on community and
voluntary organisations, which
are essentially non-profit,

He stressed that the pro-
gramme has been operating for
many years already, without
such a backlash, which he
helieved was avoided because
of the level of community input
into such programmes. A com-
mittee comprising represen-

tatives of local groups such as
the police, T.A.F.E. colleges,
C.Y.5.5. pgroups, drug and
alcohol support groups, etc.,
meets occasionally to discuss
the work options, and in this
way provide accountability to
the general public,

Mr. Richards did not foresee
abacklog forming in the Courts,
because of the extra time
needed o implement the
changes. He believes that most
cases would only
possibly one hour extra to dis-
cuss the relevant work options,
and during this time, the magis-
trate could defer the case and
continue with other work. The
required staff are already pre-
sent at the court, and, if
necessary, can provide extra
information if the court should
so require. Either way, the
option is always open Lo defer
the case for several days if
necessary while more informa-
tion is gathered.

involve

When asked if the com
munity would ohject to people
convicted of crimes being

allowed to continue in the com
munity, and risk hurting others,
he replied that it was unlikely
that people convicted of violent
crimes would be given the com
munity work option. Essentially
the programme is directed
against those who commit prop
erty offences rather than those
directed against people.

Peter Nugent

SsssssseseeseRe

SEVERAL years ago [ got
into a stand up brawl with a
Jehova's Witless over the
Anti-Christ, and its signifi-
cance to the Christian faith.
He seemed convinced by films
such as Damien, The Omen,
etc., that we are on our last
legs on earth, and that the
devil or whatever his name
happens to be, will come
down and torment the likes of
me. He may be right, in one
|respect. Lunatics such as
Ronald Reagan and the like,
who take such crap seriously,
may in fact ensure that they
blow up the world to defend
Christianity from the Anti-
Christ (Communist?) menace,
but they will not be fulfilling
y prophecy contained in the
pocalypse or the Book of
evelation. The Anti-Christ,
iwhose name is represented by
the number 666, was never
intended to be a prophecy
bout the present time, and
e sooner that people believe
t, the safer the world will be
rom a nuclear holocaust.
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Most of the following is
blatantly plagiarised from a
book by Mark Mason called

the Christian Holocaust,
though I don’t think that he’ll
really mind.

The Book of Revelation
describes the “Scarlet Lady™,
the “Great Whore”, who is the
beast, and whose number is
666. According to Mason,
Scarlet Lady refers to the
Emperor Nero, because of his
effeminate habits, and the
scarlet robe that he often
wore. Revelation speaks
about the seven heads of the
beast, which are seven moun-
tains on which the woman
sits. The “Scarlet Woman”
and “Great Whore" refer to
Rome, which was built upon
seven hills, and was hated
because of its loose living.

John, the author, tells us
that the beast with the seven
heads rises and “one of its
heads as it were wounded as to
death, and his deadly wound
is healed.” This, too, is a
reference to Nero, and is

S0 SDIOOBSRBERS

666: The Number
Of The Beast.

% Greek

explained as follows: Revela-
tion speaksofthe seven kings
that must come before the
Anti-Christ. First there was
Augustus Caesar, then Tiberius,
then Caligula, followed by
Claudius and after him Nero,
who was the fifth. Although he
committed suicide, it was
believed that he had escaped
during the fire and would
return to become the eighth
king (the beast that was and is
not, even he is the eighth). The
sixth and seventh kings were
General Galba and Ortho.
Historically this shows that
Revelation must have been
written at the time of the sixth
king (*“five are fallen and one
is"") which was the time of the’
great Jewish revolution in
Palestine. This would support
Mason’s view that the pam-
phlet was produced primarily
to stir up the religious zeal of

the people against their
rulers.
What about the number

6667 The Jews developed a
secret code, not unusual dur-

ing periods of civil strife,
which was later incorporated
into their Kabbala (hello
MonlSS). In the code each
Hebrew letter was assigned a
number, enabling words to be
expressed as numerals, so
only those knowing the code
could interpret the message.
666 is made up of the letters
which spell Nron Ksr. The

-~ coins minted in that part of the

spelling is Neron
Kaisar, which was shown on

Empire during Nero's reign.

Onearlier prints of the bible
the number of the beast was
spelled out as 666 or 616. 616
rendered the name of Nero
into Hebrew, but the reference
to 616 has been removed from
many up to date versions of
the Good Book.

Essentially, then, the Book
of Revelation was never inten-
ded to prophesy about the
future, but to try and stir up
the Jewish people against
their Roman oppressors at the
time of the great revolt in 68
A.D. The sooner that Chris-
tians realised this, and
stopped looking for the Anti-
Christ (in places such as com-
puter terminals, Bankecard,
etc) and admitted that they
were wrong, the safer the
world will become.

(See Mark Mason for
further reading).

Peter Nugent
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__Features

Ten YearsOn

JUNE 16, 1976 is a day which black South Africans will remember
forever as the day when schoolchildren marched through the streets of
Soweto to protest against inequalities in education, and were met by a

hail of police bullets.

That day marked the beginning of a wave of unrest that lasted

Over a year.

The student revolt of 1976 began in
May when the government decided that
students in black schools would be
taught half of their lessons in Afrikaans,
and half in English, the language they
were used to. The decision brought pro-
tests from parents and teachers con-
cerned that the standard of education
would slip further behind white stan-
dards as a result. The government paid
no attention to the protests and began to
introduce the 50-50 system into
Soweto schools,

Al this point students decided to take
matters into their own hands, Students at
two schools went on strike, students at
others refused to sit for their exams. On
June 16, the South African Students
Movement (SASM) organised a protest
march through the streets of Soweto to
the township’s largest football stadium,
They never got there.

Shortly after the beginning of the
march the 20,000 children were stopped
by police who attempted to take away
placards. The precise order of events is
unclear, but tear gas cannisters were
thrown into the crowd who retaliated
with stones. Without either an order to
disperse, or a warning shot, the police
fired at the crowd, killing one and injur-
ing several.

Unrest continued in Soweto for the
rest of June, and the death toll reached
170. The police were now holding
children in custody with neither charge
nor trial. The release of these prisoners
now became the focus of protest. On
August 4, the students decided 1o take
the protest to Johannesburg where they
planned a rally outside the headquarters
of the South African police. When the
10,000 strong crowd attempted to break
through police lines, they were shot at, and
at least 3 were killed. The students suc-
cessfully persuaded over 60% of
Soweto’s workers to strike. They again
brought workers into the protest on
August 23 when 75% of workers in
Johannesburg failed to arrive for work.

Throughout June, July and most of
August, the students appeared to have
the support of more blacks. The Black
Parents Association had negotiated on
their behalf for the release of prisoners,
and the relaxing of the language rulings
for black schools. When the schools
were officially reopened for part of July,
principals pleaded for the removal of
police and armoured personnel carriers
from the schools. In August, the
students, and those workers who suppor-
ted faced the first black opposition to
their actions.

The uprising proved that even without the leadership of
the A.N.C. the people of South Africa would resist

apartheid.

The shooting sparked off a riot in which
the children attacked schools, police
stations and vehicles and the officers of
the Blinta Officers Administration
Board, where two whites were killed.

The rioting lasted all day, with police
apparently powerless to contain the
attacks. When workers returned that
night, they too joined the children in
the streets.

Riots continued throughout the next
two days, and in several other cities,
crowds protested in sympathy for the
Soweto victims. Police action ensured
that these protests quickly turned into
riots. Black universities were closed, and
did not reopen for the remainder of the
year.

Meanwhile, the SASM and the Black
Parents Association were attempting to
have the ruling on Afrikaans changed
and issued a series of demands aimed at
getting a better deal for black students,
Their appeals were not listened to.

Instead, the government turned 1o the
puppet Urban Bantu Council of Soweto
to try and reach a solution. The coun-
cillors congratulated the police for their
actions and were later to recommend
that children who tried to prevent
workers from going to work “should be
killed.”

On the 24th of August, Zulus from the
men's hostels in Soweto went on the ram-
page against students and strikes. They
attacked with spears, machetes, chains
and any other weapon they could find.
They broke into houses and attacked
people in their beds; they attacked peo-
ple in the streets. For the whole time they
were watched, some might say super-
vised, by the police. For six days they
rioted and at the end of it all 40 were
dead.

The unseen leader of the rioters was
Chief Gatsha Buthelezi the leader of the
Kwa Zulu homeland and of the Zulu
cultural movement Inkatha.

This Buthelezi is the same man the
Democratic Students Association put
forward as a worthy recipient of an hon-
orary degree from Monash, at the
S5.G.M. on April 10 this year.

Inkatha enjoyed the privileged posi-
tion of an organisation that co-operated
with the Pretoria government, It was not
banned, it could hold meetings and now it
seemed that its members were immune
from the law as far as killing students and
strikers were concemed. Inkatha and
other similar vigilante groups negotiated
with Kruger, the Minister for the Interior,
for legal recognition by the police.
Buthelezi has consistently denied any

leadership role in the attacks, but he said
in the Johannesburg Star on August 28th
that “Inkatha had been a force for peace
in Natal.” Throughout the disturbances,
and since, Buthelezi has remained the
only black leader of any consequence
who is not in jail or hasn’t been jailed at
some stage.

After August, the protest died down in
schools and universities were gradually
reopened. The language issue had been
resolved on July 1 with schools given a
choice between languages. There were
sporadic riots during the remaining
months of the year and large numbers of
students refused to retun to school.
Almost 100% of students refused to sit
their matric. papers in November,

By the end of 1976, 172 blacks had
been killed in Soweto by police, and
1439 injured. 122 had been killed in
other incidents,

Most of the victims had been killed in
the first two months. Of the 229 people
killed in the Johannesburg region be-
tween 16 June — 16 August, two-thirds
had been killed by gunshot wounds, 68
had been shot from behind. One was
aged less than 10; 88 were younger
than 20.

The events of 1976-77 changed the
face of anti-apartheid protest. Soweto

was spontaneous but developed into an
ongoing campaign. The movement
spread to the rest of the country and built
links between blacks and coloureds.

The uprising proved that even without
the leadership of the A.N.C. the people
of South Africa would resist apartheid.

Ten years after Soweto, the in-
equalities which caused the uprising
remain. The white child still has almost
five times as much government money
spent on his education as the black child.
The white schools have better facilities
and are less crowded. There are not
enough places in schools for every child
to be able to attend.

For the past 12 months the townships
of South Africa have again been in the
grip of unrest. 1600 are dead, three times
as many as in 1976-77. With the
anniversary of Soweto approaching, the
S.A. government has toughened its riot
control laws and banned all marches and
commemorative services. The South
African government knows that ban will
not stop marches, nor will the inevitable
police bullets; the government wants and
will get a confrontation that
will make Soweto look mild by
comparison.

Catherine Rosenbrook
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Next month the Australian Labor Party will gather in Hobart
for the holding of its 1986 Federal Conference. Two years pre-
viously at the Canberra Lakeside Motel Conference the left of
the party was brutally savaged by an alliance between the
ALP’s right and centre ‘left’ factions. Memories of the 1984
proceeding still conjure up images of left-wing delegates burn-
ing their party membership cards after the conference voted to
abandon Labor’s hard-line anti-uranium policy.

The disastros 1984 Federal Conference ushered in two years of defeat,
stultification, dissension and demoralization within the left's ranks. The
Federal Parliamentary Party, which since the election of December 1984 has
been dominated by the ruthless, Machiavellian and right-leaning Paul Keat-
ing, has been the scene of constant left-wing humiliation. With the odd excep-
tion, such as when it helped to undermine the Treasurer's consumption tax
plan, the left’s arguments have been dismissed with virtual contempt.

The examples are many. They include
the continuing de-regulation of the finan-
cial sector via the floating of the dollar;
the entry of foreign banks and the
removal of the ceiling on housing loan
interest rates; the abandonment of
national land rights legislation; the
unwavering strangely pro-U.S. foreign
policy stance and the successful passing
of the LD. Card proposal through
caucus.

The left’s problems over the past two
years have also gone deeper than the fre-
quent failure to muster the numbers
within caucus. There has been a growing
belief that the left has become intellec-
tually moribund. It has as one of its mem-
bers, Senator Ruth Coleman of Western
Australia, wrote recently, lost its “...
traditional role at the centre of pro-
gressive politics”. Quite simply the left
has been so comprehensively outflanked
by Keating and his cohorts that they have
been reduced to the role of impotent pro-
testors rather than policy initiators. So
dramatic has been the right's assault on
what the left presumed to be sacred, such
as financial policy, that they have been
found wanting when credible and per-
suasive alternative ideas were required.
They have shown themselves to be
intellectually ill-prepared to cope wiht
the rigours and demands created by their
party being in government. This failing
has allowed Keating to portray himself
as the innovator with the new ideas and
reforming zeal. He has been able to get
away with proclaiming himself as a radi-
cal and labelling the left as conservatives.

Another development which has
threatened the ideological infl of
the left has been the emergence within
Australian society of what is termed as
the New Right. Led by the likes of John
Stone, Hugh Morgan, John Leard,
Katherine West, Ian McLachlan and
Andrew Hay the New Right possesses
the type of influence and es that

Australia to that between on the one side,
the middle-ground, “sound economic
managers”, pragmatists exemplified by
the Hawke-Keating government and on
the other, the small government (ie:
lower taxes and scuttled welfare sys-
tem), smash the unions, all hail private
enterprise zealots represented by the
New Right. The left is in peril of being
forced to the periphery of any such
debate and hence becoming largely
irrelevant.

A final further problem which has
afflicted the Labor left during the recent
period is that itself has been undergoing a
phase of flux and re-alignment. This has
been most evident within Victoria, the
left's stronghold, where an old and new
guard of the faction have emerged. The
former is led by ex-state President
George Crawford, Tom Ryan of the
Food Preservers Union, and the now
expelled Bill Hartley. The new guard is
headed by the present state ALP Presi-
dent Gerry Hand, state secretary Peter
Batchelor and the Minister for Com-
munity Services Caroline Hogg. The
split between these two groups which
came to the forefront over the issue of the
re-affiliation of four right wing unions
early last year has, understandably, been
adebilitating process for the left. The rift
has deepened this year over matters
including the de-registering of the BLF,
continued support for the Prices and
Income Accord and Hartley’s expulsion.

Given that the left is in substantial
crisis then, it must be asked by what
means are its current problems to be
resolved? The most obvious solution to
the left’s troubles is the need for an
intellectual invigoration and period of
self-analysis. It desperately requires a
re-assessment of its attitude, or in some
cases absence of viewpoint, on several
key policy areas. It must define in more
specific terms what its long term political

0

objectives are and decide on a suitable

has already seen its visibility increase
rapidly over the past two years. Full page
newspaper advertisements, mainstream
media access and in particular magazines
like Quadrant and News Weekly are all
helping to disseminate the New Right
credo. Recently formed organizations
such as the National Farmers Federa-
tion and the Australian Federation of
Employers and the think-tanks known as
the Centre for Independent Studies and
the Institute of Public Affairs are further
examples of the resurgent ideological
right. The danger for the left in this
development is that it may be transform-
ing the major political debate within

strategy by which to achieve these
aims.

The most fundamental aspect of this
process of re-evaluation the left must
confront is the issue of whether it is to
continue to operate within the auspices
of the Australian Labor Party and so
regard Labor governments as the major
potential vehicle of social change in
Australia.

It is this very issue which seems to be
at the heart of the socialist-left re-
alignment crisis now being played out in
Victoria. The New Guard and the group
with which it is becoming closely
associated, Socialist Forum (this
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organization is comprised mainly of ex-
Communist Party of Australia (CPA)
members who resigned en masse from
the CPA just over two years ago) whilst
certainly not uncritical of Labor
governments are careful not to destroy
the party’s electoral viability. They are
more willing to negotiate and com-
promise with other ALP factions in their
struggle to achieve reform.

On the other hand the Old Guard and
those groups it seems to be leaning
toward, the Socialist Party of Australia
and the Socialist Workers Party, take a
much more disparaging view of Labor
federal and state governments. Though
many of their criticisms are justifiable it
does seem at times that the Old Guard is
content to remain in opposition espous-
ing policies rather than face up to those
problems that practical application of
power through government brings. Little
it seems has changed since the late 1960s
when Gough Whitlam attacked many of
those who now make up the Old Guard
as *, . . finding in defeat a form of jus-
tification and proof of the purity of our
principles.” “Certainly the impotent are
pure,” Whitlam castigated them.

If the new left line prevails, as I think
common-sense dictates it must, the fac-
tion must then arrive at a complementary
strategy to win reforms when Labor is in
government. The left must ensure, and so
concentrate its efforts to this end, that
when it has access to power it performs.
1t should target priority areas of reform
and guarantee that it has persuasive,
credible and presentable policies and
arguments in order to secure them.
Encouragingly key left figures such as
Brian Howe and Gerry Hand have
signalled recently that they realize the
necessity for this type of strategy. They
have both stated that the left must focus
its attention upon economic and indus-
trial policy, rather than flamboyant

One of the old guard: Tom Uren

foreign policy issues. Howe went as far
to describe some foreign policy matters
as a “wank”. While I may not endorse
this view I would concede that the left
can probably exert its most potential
influence within areas of domestic
economic and social concern. Hence this
category of policy should be at the front
of their political agenda.

In accordance with the need to
enhance its effectiveness when Labor is
in office, the left should also place
greater emphasis upon selling its policies
to the naturally conservative communi-
ty. The left has tended to be an insular
beast, using all its resources to lobby
internally within the party. However, it
can no longer ignore the fact that the
mainstream media access enjoyed by the
middle and right of Australian politics
works against the left’s cause. An exam-
ple is the current debate over the nation’s
economic difficulties. The newspapers,
TV and radio are being dominated by the
highly questionable contention being
pushed by Hawke and Keating, the
treasury officials, the Liberal Party, and
the business sector that the only solution
to our problems is to cut public spending
and reduce wage levels, The more cred-
ible left arguments that we should re-
regulate the economy, place less
emphasis on cutting the deficit, gain a tri-
partite government, business and union
strategy for the restructuring of our
industrial sector and institute corporate
tax reform, have virtually never reached
the public. Of course, given that the
mainstream media is concentrated in the
hands of those opposed to the left it may
have to find other forums through which
to communicate with the general society.
Regardless of the difficulties posed
though, it is an essential task, and so as
Senator Coleman wrote recently: “The
Jeft must confront this issue of educating
the public. ..” asa*. .. main priority.”
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A final area which the left could
scrutinize in an effort to lift its perfor-
mance, is the quality of its own leading
members, In recent months it has been
stated by a number of political analysts
that the left is bereft of any charismatic
leader. This is probably true. Undeniably
Brian Howe, who is now assumed to be
the left’s principal national political
figure, is no Jim Cairns. More impor-
tantly it is not only in terms of charisma
but also political adroitness, intellectual
capacity and administrative ability that
the left appears to be lacking. It has some
competent performers and thinkers like
Howe and Gerry Hand. Yet its more
intellectual members such as Andrew

Theophanous seem to be short on com-
municative skills. Many of the ministers
it puts up are at best ordinary performers.
Federal Housing Minister Stuart West
and State Ministers Bunna Walsh and
Jim Simmonds are examples. The left
simply has no match for the array of
talent produced by other Labor factions
including Keating, Kim Beazley and
Peter Walsh at federal level and Steve
Crabb, Jim Kennan and David White at
state level. Surely as a faction it could
harness more of the intellectual capacity
and skill of those on the political left
within Australia.

The next few months will be of great
significance for the left. Its performance
during the pre-budget debate, the Hobart
Federal Conference and the ongoing re-
assessment of economic direction will
indicate whether it is beginning lo
emerge from the decline it has suffered
over the past few years. On a longer time
scale with the Hawke Government
increasingly obsessed with spending re-
straint and perhaps facing the real pros-
pect of defeat at the next election, the left
may have already run out of time to have
considerable reform instituted in the life
of this government. If so it must learn
from the mistakes it has made and ensure
that it does not fall into the trap of
wallowing in self-delusion and self-
righteousness when out of office. Instead
it must do the hard work necessary (o see
that its key policies have a real chance to
be implemented next time Labour wins
government. Moreover, if the Hawke
Government falls the left will have an
obligation to guarantee that its voice
becomes more relevant, powerful and
effective to balance against the New
Right philosophy which by then may
have tightened its grip on the Liberal-
National Party coalition and Australian
society.

Paul Strangio

Andrew Theophanous: short on communication skills.

PEACE STUDIES
CRITICS FIGHT

LOSING

IAN CATHIE, Victorian Minis-
ter for Education, recently cir-
culated a paper to schools and
parents outlining his support for
peace studies. This has been
viewed by many as tacit approval
by the State Government for a
greater component of peace
education in schools.

Media attention so far devoted to the
issue of peace education might suggest
that this is a controversial and radically
progressive move. However, the cynical
attitude of Mr. Cathie towards negotia-
tions with teachers over a log of claims in
1985 (which led to several full day stop-
pages by teachers) and rumblings con-
cerning a draft report advocating greater
power for school principals and school
councils over past weeks raise questions
about the progressive nature of the
Ministry. Furthermore, the controversy
surrounding peace education may be
largely attributed to right-wing critics
who have access to the various aims of
the media. If one looks deeper than this,
they do not seem to have a broad base
of support.

In his discussion paper, Mr. Cathie
felt compelled to reject claims that peace
studies could be used to “indoctrinate
students™; used presumably by ideologic-
ally biased teachers who cannot be trus-
ted to present peace issues objectively
and responsibly. At least this is how the
arguments used by the opponents of
peace studies run.

Michael Barnard, for example, com-
mented in The Age earlier this year that
radical teachers are “‘pushing ‘peace’
studies as part of a larger objective in
social engineering”., Extraordinary
statements like this give a clear indica-
tion of the concerns of Barnard and
others. For them it is not peace studies
alone which is the threat but peace
studies as part of a wider network of con-
cerns, related in no small way to their
own pro-American/anti-Soviet biases.
This draws the entire issue into the arena
of world politics, precisely where the
right-wing would like it. By concentrat-
ing on disarmament they can convenien-
tly ignore the fact that peace education is
also concerned with human rights, social
justice and injustice, poverty, various
forms of alienation and environmental
damage. It then becomes easy to portray
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hers and others pushing for peace
education as left-wing subversives
whose overwhelming desire is to under-
mine the US/Australian alliance by,
amongst other things, indoctrinating the
school children of the nation.
According to Gerry Tickle, Deputy
Chairperson of the State Board of
Education, the critics pay a high price for
running the line that teachers are corrupt.
They stand to lose a lot of credibility with
the community if they expect people to
believe that. After all, you could live in a

BATTLE

Gerry Tickle

society where the plumbers were incom-
petent or the surgeons a bit untrustworthy,
but a society which hands over its
children to corrupt, incompetent, wicked
adults would be a society that nightmares
are made of. Thus the community at
large prefers not to believe what the
critics say.

A much more straightforward criticism

levelled against peace studies by the
likes of B. A. Santa Maria of the
MNational Civic Council, is that peace isa
complexissue and that it is simply too
difficult for students to tackle and too
controversial for schools to handle
impartially. However, this is hardly an
argument at all. Little effort is required to
recognize that abstract mathematics is
complex and that many subjects includ-
ing English, History, Geography, Sex
Education, Religious Education and
Environmental Science deal with con-
troversial material.
" Opponents of peace studies point to
left-wing politics creeping in. They see
reds under every school desk. But by
arguing against it they run the risk of
appearing hypocritical. After all, who
wishes to be seen to be resisting peace?
Or, for that matter, admitting that we
have a stake in war?

If the right is challenged to include
peace on its agenda, then perhaps we will
witness the spectacle of people question-
ing whether or not they hold enough con-
viction in their philosophies to be able to
preach peace in the framework of their
own ideology.

Given his record, Ian Cathie would
not have displayed such open support for
peace education in schools unless there
was already broad based approval within
schools themselves and the general
community.

Mark Loveday

In further articles, the historical basis
of “peace paranoia” and proposals to es-
tablish a Centre for Peace and World
Order Studies at Monash University will
be examined.
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SIDDONS- GHIPP OF THE DLDBLOGK

In a recent interview with Lot’s Wife, Australian Democrat Senator, Mr John
Siddons, revealed all - and there was not much to reveal. During our probing
interview, we found out that he was going to challenge for the number one posi-
tion in the party, had recently withdrawn all business connections with South

Africa, and much, much, more.

Lo the Democrats favor the present
approach to the economy taken by the
Hawke government, i.e. @ more or less
laissez faire, private enterprise economy,
or do you advocate a more Keynsian
interventionist approach?

We favor the second, and believe that the
government has delegated its respon-
sibility for managing the economy of this
country. There has to be creative govern-
ment interference in the way that the
economy is run. Presently we are lying
back abjectly and saying to international
financiers not to bring the value of the
Australian dollar down, whereas, with the
right government policies, we could
direct and encourage resources into pro-
ductive areas of the economy. We have
to produce the goods that will be saleable
around the world. It will involve
governments “‘picking winners”, for if
we don’t pick winners, and encourage
their development, then nobody else is
going to do it for us. Winners being those
areas that have export potential.

Does the central philosophy of the
Democrats support the capitalist sys-
tem, and do you believe that capitalism
can cure its own ills?

We believe in private enterprise - we are
not a socialist party. Nevertheless, we
believe that private enterprise needs to
be guided by government, therefore we
believe in long term indicative planning
where the government can set priorities,
and encourage the economy to move
towards its long term objectives. Both the
Labor and Liberal parties have a laissez
faire approach to economic manage-
ment. Hawke's policies represent the
extreme right wing of economics, as do
Howard’s. We absolutely reject that
approach. We believe that the govern-
ment has a responsibility to manage the
economy - to interfere where necessary,
and husband our scarce reserves of
foreign exchange. All the Hawke govern-
ment has done is to plead with the inter-
national creditors not to sell the
Australian dollar down. He hasn’t given
us a new approach at all.

Do you see yourself as more lefi-wing
than the Labor Government.

Yes. That's absolutely the position,
although it depends what you call leftand
right wing. We certainly stand for co-
operation between industry and govern-
ments and certainly government direction
as to the direction that the economy
should move.

What is the Democrat's policy concern-
ing American bases, and Australia’s
defence policy, in the light of the recent
Dibb report?

The Democrats are opposed to the
American bases. We would say, though,
that we should look at our own defenses,
and that does require that we should have
a greater emphasis on self sufficiency.
Once again, rather than simply buying
American or overseas hardware, we
should direct our efforts to building up
ourdefence hardware by making it in this
country. Where this is not possible, we
should make arrangements with over-
seas manufacturers so that we can

manufacture sophisticated equipment
under licence from them.

We believe that it is in Australia’s
interests to be non-aligned, and if we
were in government, we would be mov-
ing towards that.

The Dibb report actually says what the
Democrats have been saying for over
three years. Senator Colin Mason, our
defence spokesperson, gave a copy of our
defence policy to the Federal Minister
for Defence, Mr Kim Beazley, who was
very impressed with it. Much of the Dibb
report is actually the Democrat policy.
With regard to the maintenance of the
American alliance, the Dibb report does
not go as far as the Democrats would
wish to go.

What impact have groups such as the
N.D.P, and other “green" groups had on
Democrats’ support?

The N.D.P, did enormous damage to the
Democrats in the last election. All they
succeeded in doing was weakening the
position of the Democrats. The media
saw it as an opportunity toensure that the
Democrat vote was split. In the last few
weeks of the election, the N.D.P started
getting full page spreads on everything
that they said, while our support was run-
ning at around 15% in Victoria. That
support was almost cut in half, due to
Jean Melzer's enormous support in the
media.

Why did you only recently withdraw
your company’s interests in South
Afvica, despite apartheid being a part of
that country for many years?

We simply felt that we could no longer
trade with a country whose attitude to
apartheid was so abhorrent to the direc-
tors of Siddons Industries. We started
trading with South Africa back in 1956,
but by trade we were selling Australian
made goods to South Africa at a time
when the Australian government was
encouraging us todo that. It'sbeen a very
small part of Siddons Industries, and
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represents less than 1% of our activity.
When they declared astate of emergency
about twelve months ago we felt that the
only way to combat that in Australia was
to bring down sanctions, and we still say
that. We haven't traded with South
Africa for nearly twelve months.

How do you reconcile that fact that the
Democrats were formed from “disgrun-
tled Liberals", but now you are claim-
ing ro be the most left-wing of the
political parties in Austrlian parlia-
ment today?

The Democrats were formed from the
Australia Party, which was essentially
an anti-Vietnam party, and to that degree
was left leaning. I was national convenor
of the party for a couple of years, and
Senator Colin Mason was convenor
after me. I don’t believe that it is fair to
say that we grew out of disgruntled

Liberals, for many of us had not
belonged to any other party. We were
embracing, essentially, the principle of
participatory democracy. When Don
Chipp came and contacted us, and said
that he might be willing to resign from the
Liberal party, he asked if I could
organise Australia Party support for
him, which I replied that I thought that I
could.

Those who hold key positions within the
party, even today, are often old Australia
Party members. We stood for par
ticipatory democracy, and still do.

With Chipp hinting at retiring from the
leadership of the Democrats, do you see
Senator Janine Hains as the new
leader ‘elect’?

She is presently the deputy leader, and
the person who Don Chipp favours, but
I'll be standing for the position, and
others probably will too. It would be
absolutely inconceivable for an election
to take place without the members hav-
ing a choice. The leadership of the party
is not to be handed on from one leader to
another. The whole basis of the Democ-
rats is that the members have the say.
The members will be electing the new
leader; it will be entirely in their hands,
not in Chippy's or anybody else’s.

Anton Hermann has recently left the
Democrats, and accused you of having
changed your policies. Have the
Democrats changed, or do you see
Anton’s resignation as an expression of
his changing views?

I think that the latter is true. [ was very
disappointed that Anton did very
publicly and noisily leave the Democ-
rats. He is obviously a man with a lot of
political ability, he is good on his feet and
answers questions well. I had various
discussions with him, and believed that
he was right behind us and what the
Democrats stand for, I understand that
he got a little frustrated, that he wanted to
move further and faster than the Democ-
rats were allowing him to go.

The so called split between the left and
the right in the Democrats is overstated.
We did have a very small group in the
Democrats who were agitating and com-
plaining who were led by a deputy junior
Vice President of the Victorian division,
Mr Cockell, who used that position to
become very critical of the party. When
it came to the crunch, we debated his
complaints for & whole day at the State
Council meeting, where he had virtually
no support. He resigned from the party
just before the next elections for office
when he undoubtedly would have been
voted down. There have been these pro-
blems, though they haven't been major,
and the organisational structure of the
party has been able to handle it very well.

What is the Democrat's policy concern-
ing the reintroduction of tertiary fees?

There will be no reintroduction of ter-
tiary fees while the Democrats hold the
balance of power in the Senate. We've
gone to the barracades twice on that
already. We went to the barricades in
1982, and in fact that was one of the
reasons for the double dissolution, and
we went to the barricades again during
the last six months, when Walsh was
agitating for the reintroduction of fees.
When he realised that it wouldn’t get
through the Senate, he gave up.

What is the Democrats’ view of the pro-

posal of the Hawke government to make
community service a pre requisile lo
receiving unemployment benefits?

The Demaocrats have a policy of trying to
maintain pensions and unemployment
benefits to at least the level of the poverty
line. The suggestion that people should
now work for nothing for their pension is
putting us right back to the days when
children were sent down to work in the
coal mines. In our last “alternative”
budget, we allocated $1.5 billion to go
into increasing social welfare payments
generally, which is what the Brotherhood
of St Laurence were advocating as the
money necessary to lift all Australians
up to the poverty line, and we showed
how that could have been financed in the
budget at that time.

Will you oppose the Bill when it reaches
the Senate?

We can't answer that until we see exactly
what Hawke's got in mind. He hasn't
answered that question yet himself,
about what he is going to do sa it would
be impossible for us to say at this stage
that we will totally oppose it.



Libraries &
Revolution

'he only 1ssue to come out clearly from the occupation of the Adminis-
tration Building, was that the Revolutionary Left will seize any oppor-
tunity to try and push their revolutionary wheelbarrows. Few would
disagree with the International Socialists being allowed to express a par-
ticular view, but most people strongly objected to the way in which they
used the portest to try and push for structural change, jumping on the lib-
rary bandwagon to further their own ends. Essentially, most of the pro-
testers did not give a stuff about the greater social implications; the
question of who gets what and at what cost, but were solely concerned
with the restoration of what was perceived as an infringement on their

rights, namely access to the library and its facilities.

The revolutionary left are fundamen-
tally wrong in their interpretation of stu-
dent unrest, and also fundamentally
wrong in the direction in which they
sought to channel it.

On the first point, the assumption of
the left is that each University student is
a potential Marxist, especially those
who attend Monash because of its his-
tory of student protest, and they believe
that by tapping into this dormant Marxist
sympathy they will be able to recruit
active members once again. The student
demonstrations were not a part of a rising
consciousness, but a response to the hip
pocket issue of access to privileges. Visa
Fees for Overseas Students, and even
the reintroduction of tertiary fees, scar-
cely made an impact on most students’
lives, because, at the bottom line,
Mummy and Daddy can always pay the
fees, however high they may be.

lenmes, h , discri
evenly, and though the rich can still buy
many of the required texts, even the
wealthiest of students cannot purchase
texts which are no longer in print. What
students turned out en masse to try and
prevent was a cut Lo their privileges. This
is the first issue for many years that has
really made any impact on the average
student’s life, and job prospects for those
in career oriented courses, so they turned
out in droves.

It may be objected that students are not
really privileged, but this is to ignore our
role in society. The working class, as a
rule, detest the opportunity that students
have, and view us as parasitical upon the

taxation system. Arts students, of which
I'am one, produce no saleable quantity at
the end of their degree, and most students
who graduate from the Arts faculty
either do something quite unrelated to
their course, or perpetuate the system,
and teach others their disciplines, ad
infinitum. Within the capitalistic
framework, we are parasites, who pre
duce nothing for the money that is spent
on us, mostly from taxes paid by the
working class, Few, if any, working class
Australians value education for educa-
tion’s sake, and we are viewed as receiv-
ing an armchair ride at their expense.

On the second point, the direction that
the Revolutionary Left sought to direct
the protest, they are wrong also. What
most revolutionaries seek to do is to try
and point out unfair or uneamed
privileges, and remove them, giving them
to the more deserving. There is a fun-
damental dichotomy in utilizing a stu-
dent protest, designed to restore an

unfair privilege, fighting for the overthrow
of unfair privilege. To fight to maintain
one's privileges, and try to use that as a

basis for the destruction of that same
group's privileges, is necessarily self-
defeating. In essence, what the
revolutionaries are seeking to do is to
give to those who are already rich, so that
they can join their ranks and take it all
away apain.

This mentality of the revolutionaries,
giving to the rich so that they will turn
against themselves, filters down and is
also shown in their attitudes to the work-
ing class. The writings of the revolution-
aries show that they have spent little, if
any time, in any of their fathers' fac-
tories, have no knowledge of how
ordinary workers think and feel, both
about their own social desires, and what
workers’ views on students are.

Revolutions are the ambit of the
bourgeoisie. The working class have
neither the time, nor the inclination for
revolutions. Having spent over six years
working full time in various factories in
blue collar jobs, and three months each
year over the Christmas breaks, I speak
from a fair deal of personal experience.
Most workers want colour televisions
and video recorders, not revolutions.
One must accept that Australia is not a
revolutionary State, and to argue that
workers have been conditioned to a false
consciousness is to miss the point. In a
structuralist sense, there is no doubt that
most workers do not have the oppor-
tunity and this in tarn predisposes them
towards certain points of view. What
will, or at least possibly will raise their
consciousness, is the opportunity for a

better education, but at the present time, .

they are not in the slightest bit interested.
In fact, in Australia there is a reaction
against education, with many people
asking, “‘Isn’t a factory job good enough
for you™? Education is a precursor to any
revolution, and presently, the revolu-
tionaries elect, i.e. the working class, are
the most bitter opponents of education.

Any revolution which relies on work-
ing class support, in this country at least,
is doomed to failure. Workers, through
the various trade unions, are seeking to
increase and perpetuate what gains have
been made for themselves, Structural
change is never debated, and isn't even
on the political agenda, The working
class, like those who participated in the
occupation of the Administration Build-
ing are solely interested in perpetuating
what gains they have made. The working
class are like those who were present
during the occupation on Thursday
night. When the International Socialists
pleaded with those present ** Aren't you
interested in the greater questions such
as the control of the State™ the answer
was an almost deafening “No™".

VIEWS FROM THE FOY ER

Democracy
Lesson

THE Vice Chancellor, Ray Martin,
was compulsorily enrolled last week
in what, for him, was a totally new
subject — student participatory
democracy. They say you are never
too old to learn and the next few
weeks will determine whether the VC
has learnt anything from his crash
course in dealing with the opinions
and desires of real life students.

Students have made some big gains in
the past week or so by taking matters into
their own hands and resisting library cuts
initiated by an out-of-touch Administra-
tion. There is still a long way to go, but
students are in a much better position
now by taking the militant action that
they did: the Administration has
received a deserved kick in the pants and
they now realise that students are not
going to allow themselves to be treated
with contempt and walked over.

Where do students go from here?

Obviously the Administration is not -

going to make any major decisions on
issues like buying new books and
periodicals until the result of their
McDonell Committee’s deliberations in

six weeks time, The pressure needs to be
maintained on both the Administration
and the McDonell Committee during
this period. Importantly though, both
these bodies now know that their actions
are under close student scrutiny. There is
a strong student suspicion that some-
where along the line there has been
serious financial mismanagement within
the university and the McDonell Com-
mittee was set up to shift the blame on to
scapegoats and away from the Adminis-
tration. Many students also believe that
the Committee is just going to provide
the Administration with the convenient
Jjustification it needs for further cuts in
library services.

Recent actions by students and staff
have sabotaged the Administration's
strategy to some extent. Nevertheless,
this elitist little coterie of men cannot be
trusted not to continue their attempts to
cut library services. Therefore students
and staff must be prepared to take further
appropriate action as required by the cir-
cumstances. Our library services will
only be reduced or destroyed if we lie
down and accept it.

Robert Domm
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by Nic Economou

—————
“WOW!" someone said to me as we marched from
the Union Building to the Administration Building.

Y OF A

the subsequent march were meetings held between

personnel that could be loosely categorized as

*“politicians” and **activists” ostensibly to make

organisational plans. The “activists” tended to be
bers of the various radical or hardline left

"I guess this was what it was like during Langer's
time”.

The ghost of Albert Langer and the whole
mythology of Monash University being the hotbed of
radicalism was definitely present on this day of
protest over proposed cuts to library services. As the
march reached the Admin Building, it was
discovered that somebody inside had forgotten to
lock the building's doors, and with scarcely
concealed delight those who saw themselves as the
inheritors of the Langer mantle of recicalism led the
masses through the doors aua into the entrance foyer.
The Admin Building Occupation had begun,

Preceding the extremely well attended SGM and

———m——

e —

groups such as Resistance (the Socialist Workers
Party youth group), Socialist Action, and the
International Socialists.

The “politicians” tended to be Australian Labor
Party Club members on the student union, and
sympathisers. The first organisational meeting spent
three hours debating tactics and ideology. This was a
prelude to the meetings that would be held
throughout the campaign.

The days of protest proceeded thus:

Thursday, 2.15 p.m. Shouting “No Library
Cuts” and “*Bugger Off Our Books™, the students
invade the Admin Building and occupy two floors.

3.00 p.m. and the crowd debates what it will do

now that it has invaded the building. Someone
suggests telling some jokes. An administration
official -~ Professor Westfold - is produced. He
fends questions dourly, humourlessly. Much more
accomplished is Chief Librarian Southwell whose
disarming style drains the tension in the crowd
generated by Westfold's stonewalling. Southwell
even manages to raise his fist that clenches a
megaphone he uses to address the crowd in a salute]
of defiance. An International Socialist demands to
know how we can be **polite” to these people. Somd
students begin to leave.

5.00 p.m. and the demonstration debates tactics
It is long and tortured, with the usual active people
making all the comments. Somebody has produced
case of beer, and some heavy drinking goes on. Th
security men who are lefl to supervise seem
unperturbed.

7.00 p.m. and the meeting is over. There will be|




'T PROT

lock-out tomorrow, and the occupiers now
concentrate on drinking. Sleeping bags and
maltresses are appearing. People bring ghetto-
blasters. The scene takes on the character of a large
party.

Friday, 3.00 a.m. and the scene is one of a party
in its death throes. There are people trying to sleep in
amongst revellers. Three different stereo systems are
blaring out different types of music. Some women are
dancing on the stairwell landing. Many people are
playing cards. On the ground floor, one particularly
drunk Lot's Wife staffer is making an awful din, his
yelling waking up the people sleeping there. Amidst
the drunken revelry, there are small groups represent-
ing the various factions, discussing the day’s events
and what may transpire in the morning.

8.30 a.m. and there is another caucus, Again, the
radical left and the ALP dominate discussion of the
day’s tactics. The mainstream media — particularly

e LIBRARY CUTS
REQTO Ri
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the all important television news — is due any
moment. The lock-out is about to take effect. It is
successful for as long as the doors are chained. The
appearance of security men with boltcutters ends the
lockout.

12.00 noon. A delegation to meet the Vice Chan-
ccllor and others is convened and dispatched. Four
hours of waiting follows, People are coming in and
out all the time, although, in true Monash tradition,
the coming of Friday afternoon heralds a definite
reduction in the crowd. Once again it seems as if the
committed few are carrying the issue on behalf of the
apathetic majority.

4.30 p.m. The delegation returns and reports.
Boos and hisses greet examples of Administration
antipathy towards student demands. Applause greets
the victorious concessions, and to congratulate the
people who made up the negotiating party.

As it gets progressively darker outside, a heated

debate about Monday's tactics ensues. The delega-
tion conveys a warning from the Admin that
antagonising the Council on Monday will harm the
library's cause. Some present argue for moderation
in the mooted demonstration. Others call for more
decisive action. For the first time bitterness rises to
the surface as a student becomes agitated by pro-
ceedings. He points at a particularly vocal member
of the International Socialists, and, questioning the
man’s bona fides as a student, comments “I'm sick of
hearing this fuckwit's voice™.

The sudden emergence of nastiness, so noticeably
absent from the two days of occupation, leads some
organisers to wind up proceedings quickly. There is
no symbolic motion moved from the floor to end this
occupation, There are no closing ceremonies. Tired
protestors turn on their heels and head for home,
much to the undisguised relief of the Admin
building's security men.

ALL SERV
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On campus medical students are notorious for the disdain with which they
regard other students. Clad in white laboratory coats they can be seen during
lunch break plying the footpath between the medical buildings and the Unionin
search of lunch, oblivious to the affairs preoccupying the rest of the Univer-
sity’s undergraduates. In return, other students find medical students revolting.
They like nothing more than to pass snide remarks at the pretentious workers,
casting caustic comments on their obvious mental failings.

One of the more worrying features of
medical students is their smell, When 1
first attended Monash as an innocent
fresher 1 was warned by those in the
know about the strange smell of medical
students, but it was some weeks before 1
actually experienced the horrible nasal
sensation induced by whiffing their
stench. At first I thought there must be a
germ in the medical buildings which
causes diarrhoeal farting, or something
to that effect. But after a few more
encounters with medical studenis and
the accompanying odour, I noticed that it
was different from a fart; distinctly
pungent, if you get the drift. Wandering
down by the microbiology building one
day 1 soon noticed that the distinct smell
was manifest in the environs, concluding
that the environment medical students
work in must infest them with a foul smell
which they unfortunately carry around
with them for the full term of their
undergraduate course. No wonder the

been borrowed previously. During six
years of undergraduate study medical
students are simply not exposed to what
is without question the most important
feature of medicine — the morality of
what is being practiced.

Monash University possesses a recen-
tly established Centre of Bio-ethics
Studies, but medical students remain as
ignorant of the work carried out there as
they do of what happens within the Arts
faculty. In the Faculty of Medicine,
students are taught to assume that their
work of medical practitioners is beyond
reproach. All doctors have to do is carry
out the tasks expected of them by the
public. To be a physician one cannot be a
fool - it is too difficult for that - but it is
increasingly the case that medical
students are being trained to be
technicians, not philosophers, at a time
when to think about what one is doing is
so important if the negative aspects of
modern medicine are to be curtailed by

poor sods hide th Ives away g
the medical buildings, daring to venture
out amongst other students only when
hunger forces them to do so. How
humiliated they must feel.

On a more serious note, though, it is
about time that the role of the Faculty of
Medicine within the University and
society at large came under review.
When federal government spending on
universities is being constricted we need
to ask the worth of what the medical
faculty is doing; questioning in the pro-
cess its right to the enormous slice of the
University budget it currently receives.

Atpresent the Faculty of Medicine pro-
duces doctors trained in the practice of
medicine. Indoing so, it has abrogated its
responsibility to educate the students
who pass through it. Instead of educating
graduates versed in the art of thinking

Malignant? The
Daoctor said il was
herbivorous.

and critical judgement the faculty churns
out zombies whose understanding of
ethics in medicine is non-existent. | am
constantly amazed at how the books on
medical philosophy and ethics I borrow
from the Bio-medical library have rarely

ry restraints.

The implications of this failure on the
part of the Faculty of Medicine to educate
its students are evident in the realm of
public health. At the same time as doc-
tors are curing sickness, so they are pos-
ing a threat to the health of society. This
dichotomy is evident in the prescription
of drugs. Doctors have become ungques-
tioning advocates of a vast array of lethal
drugs because they have not been
encouraged as undergraduate medical
students to question the value of many
drugs on the market. Every time I have
walked into a doctor’s surgery I have left
there with a prescription in hand, and an
assurance from the doctor that such and
such pills taken three times a day will
make me recover from whatever it is that
ails me. 1 guarantee that if [ walked into
that doctor’s room as healthy as can be, [

would be prescribed some drug anyway
because it is the doctor's custom to
make prescriptions.

Doctors are totally naive in their belief
that drugs only cure. Beguiled by the
mass of literature they receive from drug
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MEDICIN
Sticking The Knife

companies, they prescribe drugs with a

reckless and worrisome abandon,
unaware that few drugs on the market are
without damaging side-effects. Anti-
biotics are sold in massive quantities
daily yet they are useless in bringing to
an end a cold or ‘flu. All they can do is
bring temporary relief from the
symptoms of infection, but only at the
expense of the body being damaged
through side-effects. It is incomprehens-
ible that doctors prescribe in such vast
quantities drugs like valium and serapax
since they can also only harm the body.
The problem is that medical prac-
titioners are simply not taught the morals
of drug use in society, legal or not. Mod-
ern medicine in their eyes is infallible.
General practitioners are not the only
ones at fault Surgeons, radiologists,
anaesthetists, etc., all threaten public
health in their own little way. In a bid 1o
ensure a continued flow of cash into their
profession surgeons have deceived the
public into believing that all operations
performed in hospitals are necessary.
This is nonsense. No fewer than forty per
cent of all operations carried out in
Melbourne's hospitals are unwarranted
in terms of physical health of the patient.
Patients accept too easily the “wisdom"
of the surgeon in deciding whether an
operation is necessary or not. Moreover,
they are uninformed by those respons-
ible about the dangers attending any one
who dares step inside a hospital. I have
lost count of the number of times [ have
been exposed to radiation waves as a
result of having X-rays taken, assuming

in my innocence that X-ray machines
can only do good. Little did I realise the
damage X-ray shots do to one’s body, a
fact never explained to patients by the
medical personnel responsible. An
understanding of ethical responsibilities
is simply not understood by the person-
nel because they have an all-embracing
faith in the machinery they use and the
positive effects of their work on the
patients concerned.

The Monash University Faculty of
Medicine is a major villain in these
crimes perpetrated by doctors on the
good citizens of Victoria. For too long it
has been churning out graduates who
lack the capacity to adequately fulfil
their role as medical practitioners. This
has resulted in the pollution of the health
profession by doctors skilled in the
technique of medical practice, but lack-
ing in nous. To rectify this state of affairs
a reassessment of priorities in what is
being taught to undergraduates within
the medical faculty is required. Further-
more, consideration must be given to the
legitimacy of the faculty being allowed to
spend exorbitant sums of money on
technology which is often of dubious use,
If need be, funds should be channelled
away from the faculty and into the lib-
raries in order to avert a crisis in what are
the most important institutions.

Only with major changes in teaching
methods and spending programmes can
the Faculty of Medicine claim to be an
academic centre of higher learning.

Luke Williams.



COUNCILS TO

POLEAXE

Nic Economou
Any HSC Politics student will tell you that in addition to Federal and
State governments, Australians, by constitutional “right” are governed
by a third tier of government. Thisis local government which, in Victoria
at least, has only recently been opened up to that peculiarly Australian
approach to democracy where anyone can vote irrespective of what
possessions they own, just as long as they do vote or risk prosecution

under the law.

It was the Cain government that
brought in compulsory universal suf-
frage in council elections as part of
their reform of local government.
Now they are in the throes of
introducing their second stage of
reform. Under the auspices of the
Morris Commission of Inquiry, the
State government intends to reduce
the number of metropolitan and rural
municipalities. It is the first major
overhaul of local government since
the last century. It is also a political

minefield from which the Cain
government might not emerge
unscathed.

Todate, the Local Government Com-

whilst Oakleigh is a Labor Unity
stronghold. There are strong connec-
tions between Labor branches, the domi-
nant factions, and the local members
who eventually end up in Spring Street.
The SL has Bunna Walshin Albert Park,
Labor Unity has Race Mathews in
Oakleigh.

Local government is where politics is
carried out at its most basic, grass roots
level. This is where the old political
adage of “Give them a bus shelter and
you've got their vote™ or, more
euphemistically, the time-honoured tac-
tic of “*pork barrelling” takes place. For
Labor councils, this is where the Party is
atits most active in providing things such
as welfare, pre-schooling, health

mission has released a general principl
paper, and proposals effecting rural Vic-
toria, and the Bayside and Eastern
regions of the metropolitan area. The
reaction to the reports have been
overwhelmingly hostile. In the case of
the rural recommendations, the old tac-
tic of inciting rural parochialism and
paranoia about “the city” has been tied
into a general antipathy for the Aus-
tralian Labor Party being whipped up by
various right-wing rural political organ-
isations,

It has been the recommendations of
the Commission relating to that area of
Melbourne described as *“Bayside™ that
has caused the greatest furore and has
had its effect in internal Labor politics. In
this section, the Morris Commission has
wielded the bureaucratic knife most
ruthlessly, aiming to reduce the number
of inner city and south-eastern munici-
palities from 17 to 9. In its six options,
stalwart Labor councils such as Rich-
mond, Collingwood, Fitzroy, Port
Melbourne and Oakleigh face virtual
extinction. Itis not a prospect that many
rank and file ALP members active at the
local level find particularly endearing.

In many cases, traditional Labor
councils will be merged into two
municipalities - Hobson's Bay for South
and Port Melbourne, and Hoddle/
Carringbush for the other inner city
municipalities. Oakleigh is a particularly
inleresting case, for in three of the four
options dealing with the greater South
East, Oakleigh would cease to exist. It
would instead be carved up amongst the
four municipalities that surround it. And
this is despite the fact that Qakleigh
currently satisfies 16 ofthe 17 criteria set
down by the commission to determine
the viability of a municipality. In this
light, there has been innuendo that politi-
cal motivation lies behind the Oakleigh
case — that a potentially embarrassing or
difficult municipality is to be dismantled.

F actional politics plays a major role in
the way the councils dominated by the
ALP. run. Socialist left personnel
dominate the Port Melbourne council,

h and so forth, In one recent local
meeting, supporters of the local
municipality were told of the way in
which a marauding neighbour was eye-
ing that city’s swimming pools.

The point is that, to the vast majority
of people, the local government issue
appears to be a storm in a teacup. In a
situation where a massive number of
people failed to tum up to two sets of
local elections where voting was com-
pulsory, local government appears to
exist as a means by which local identities
can find ego self-agrandizement by
operating in their municipal fifedoms.
Claims about “unique, historical charac-
teristics” don't wash with this type of
voter.

To the politically active people at the
grass roots level, this is not the case. This
is particularly so in those older working
class municipalities dominated by the
various ALP factions to such an extent
that they are often seen by outsiders as
virtual political mafias. The term
“mafia” may be a little libelous to those
who fit the description of being active.
The attack on these fifedoms, however,
is fought with the tenacity and bitterness
of any mafia brawl. And it is the ALP
who stands to suffer the worst conse-
quences. For in those municipalities
were support for the Liberal party is
strongest, there is a higher incidence of
councillors calling themselves “inde-
pendent”’. In Labor dominated councils
however, all the characteristics of rough-
house Labor politics are there, including
faction fighting and binding caucuses,

The Morris Commission and the
government's determination to do some-
thing about local government may lead it
into trouble. It could exacerbate bitter
factional in-fighting, and alienate
traditional support. It could do much
towards damaging the party at the local
level. Certainly, itis providing an avenue
for an outpouring of irrational, emotive
talk about these municipalities whose
boundaries were drawn up at the turn of
the century (since then the telephone and
motor car have been introduced to Aus-

|

tralia) and which are in reality cities
comprising odd shopping centres and
hinterlands of suburban housing dif
ferentiated by the average income of the
owners and renters.

Every councillor and politician you
talk to about this issue comments that

LABOR?

sure, they agree in principle that there
should be rationalisation of local govern-
ment and that some councils should go.
Just as long, they add, as it is not their
coungil.

Next week: The Troubles With
Oakleigh.

TRE ALTERNATIVE WAVE

SWELLS THROUGH THE SUBURBS

Tues. 24th June.

Tim Finn

Tues. 8th July.
I’m Talking

Tues. 15th July.

Machinations

Tickets for all concerts
now on sale.

SANDOWN PARK HOTEL

Cnr. Corrigan Rd.
& Princes H'way.,

Noble Park.

ph. 546 5755
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Every graduate who

joinsuswillgoa

During your first year

with Arthur Andersen & Co’s

management information
consultancy division you gl
spend at least 3 weeks in the
US.A. learning to become
one of the best management
consultants in the world.

division of the world’s
largest professional services
organisation offers ambitious
graduates the opportunity

to learn, then shine in an
exciting and challenging
career.
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Our consultants advise
clients who expect to receive
profitable counsel on all
aspects of their businesses.
They solve a myriad of
business problems, improve

ing methods and
production lines, establish
financial controls and have
the initiative to realise oppor-
tunities when they occur.

Do you enjoy finding
creative solutions to chal-
lenging problems? Do you
enjoy working closely with
other people? Then, 1f you’re
graduating in Accounting,

long way.

Economics, Law, Computer

Science or Engineering,

the career you seek could be

in Arthur Andersen & Co’s

ent Information

Consulting Division.
Contact our Director

of Personnel, Keith Ryall

on 658 0658.

ARTHUR
ANDERSEN

&CO

Business advisers to the nation.




UNDER 18 PRIORITY NONE

THE REALITY is that young
people in Australia have few
rights and are deprived of
power by their adult ‘care-
takers’,

Power is controlled largely
by adults who readily ignore
the legitimate needs and
demands of young people or
refuse to acknowledge their
opinions. When a young per-
son expresses a point of view,
adults doubt its legitimacy on
the basis of “inexperience” or
youthfulness. This then pro-
vides older people with an
environment in which they
attempt to impose their own
values on young people.

Examples of this domina-
tion are easy to find. SRC’s at
schools, school curriculum,
employment  programmes,
trade union policy and, sur-
prise, surprise, Priority One
are frequently adult inspired
and implemented schemes.
Young people are rarely con-
sulted at the initial stage to
gauge if there is a real need for
the programme or how it
should be established.

John Finlayson, a youth
worker who recently spoke at
Monash, is acutely aware of
this inequality having spent
many years working with
young people.

When he originally became
involved with the Fitzroy
Legal Service, he campaigned
for Qutreach Law Program-
mes to reach young people in
the suburbs; that is in their
own environment. The major
reason for mobilising this pro-
gramme was the realization
that very few young people
were using the mainstream

SEC

AT LAST - M.A.S. hears
from the Parliamentary reps
on University Council,

Monday, June 16 was in
some respects, a historic day
for Monash Association of
Students. For that was the day
we finally got to hear from
parliament’s three represen-
tatives on Monash Council,

Present were James Guest
(Liberal); Eddie Hann (Natio-
nal) and Gerard Vaughan
(ALP). They met with Nicky
Kepet, Dimitri Serghis, Rus-
sell Bancroft, David Moody,
and Steve Wettenhall from the
A.E., Ian MacDonald (MAS
researcher) and Marianna
Serghi. Several topics were
discussed.

SOUTH AFRICA

The meeting discussed the
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Persistent
Offender

Legal Services (about 7%)
whereas over 50% of ‘crimes’
are committed by young
people.

These sessions were very
successful, operating out of
places where young people
spent time; for example, youth
unemployment centres, high
rise estates and pubs.

But clearly, a case work
orientation i.e. resolving a
person’s individual problem
in that specific instance, is
reactive and crisis based
rather than initiating and
action based. John, and other
people, sensed there was a cry-
ing need for legal education/
rights justice projects through
which young people could
learn their rights and con-
tribute to decision-making
processes: simply, to be able
to exercise some power.

Having managed to organize
their resources, Fitzroy Legal
Service was able to run legal
education/Rights Justice pro-
grammes at high schools,
unemployment centres and
community houses. Also, they
managed to gain entrance to
Turana which met with far
less opposition from the
authorities than expected.
John thinks any prejudice the
authorities may have had
against them, was tempered
because they entered under

the seemingly innocuous label
of ‘education’,

The emphasis at these
sessions was on education
that was practical and rele-
vant to young people. By ask-
ing questions like “what are
your rights?” instead of the
“sit down and listen, these are
your rights” mentality, a con-
structive two way process of
communication and learning
evolved. As well as being a
more effective way for young
people to retain knowledge of
their rights than a lecture-at-
you style (see any parallels
here folks), it encouraged the
acquisition of effective direct
communication skills, A spin
off from this is that young peo-
ple are better equipped to deal
with authority figures - be

people dispense verdicts on
young people on the basis of
rules created and enforced by
older people. What type of jus-
tice is this?

The operation of these pro-
grammes out of the Legal Ser-
vice (a largely adult run and
orientated service) however,
didn’t seem to be sufficient for
an effective, ongoing project.
From John Finlayson's over-
seas research into Youth
Advocacy and the help of a
very active man, the late
Albert Van Moorst, they for-
mulated clear guidelines for a
Youth Advocacy Centre and

they parents, teachers, police
- and take some control in a
power situation.

Also, these sessions involved
short role plays where young
people would either be them-
selves or an authority figure so
as to increase their level of
awareness and understanding
of these specific power
situations. An important dis-
cussion topic at these sessions
was the possible alternatives
to the current court/legal sys-
tem, It is presently unrespon-
sive to the values and needs of
young people; that is, older

lobbied the government for
funds. After some battle, they
managed to win a grant from
the Victorian Government to
establish a Youth Advocacy
Centre, in Fitzroy, this year.
John argues it fills an
important gap between crisis
intervention services and
policy analysis and develop-
ment programmes. Its aims
are to view youth issues from a
rights, rather than a welfare
perspective and establish pro-
grammes, including the ones
already described, on a long
term basis. The paramount

‘Ive been +tald when |reach
I7 | will be 9iren Seme .--ral..}_,f

objective is to empower young
people to assert their rights
and take responsibility in
decision-making processes.

The specific emphasis at
this stage (as a result partly of
their funding guidelines) is on
education, employment and
legal issues. As well as the
programmes mentioned, it is
hoped the Centre will run test
cases to strengthen the legal
rights of young people; have
meetings in local areas be-
tween the authorities (teachers,
principals, trade unions,
employers and, maybe, police)
and young people as a forum
to exchange opinions and
resolve problems; and not
look at broad policy issues,
like the de-institutionalisation
of young people in detention

John is very inspired about
the program and cites exam-
ples of successful group
action taken by young people
who knew their rights and
managed to influence the
decision-making process.

For more information,
please contact: John Finlayson
on 419 3977.

Alicia Johnson
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University's investments in
South Africa. There was some
dispute as to what constituted
“investments” with the stu-
dents taking the wider view
that investment could be
defined as investing in com-
panies which themselves
investin South Africa, suchas
TNT. Guest and Hann adop-
ted the narrower view that
investment meant direct invest-
ment in South Africa (for
example, the purchase of
Krugger Rands).

A further point of conten-
tion was the actions of James
McNeill, chair of the Council
Finance Committee. As you
will recall, the S.G.M. last
week called on McNeill to
resign. Guest and Hann felt
that if McNeill's definition of
“investment" was the same as

theirs (that is, different from
the students), he had not

misled Council. The meeting
argued that we should explain
ourdefinition of investment to
McNeill, and ask that total
disinvestment be carried out
as soon as possible.

LIBRARIES

The question was asked, are
the libraries a purely aca-
demic matter, and if so, is this
why Council have been relue-
tant to interfere in their
affairs. On the other hand,
should the libraries be con-
sidered a general matter,
affecting staff equally as
students. At present, the Lib-
rary Committee is a Pro-
fessional Board committee,
not a Council committee.

V.P.S.E.C. - Review of
University’s Councils

At present, the Councils of
all her Victorian University
Councils are under review, as
far as their structure, power
and accountability go. All
present agreed that they are
currently not accountable to
the rest of the community.
Gerard Vaughan mooted the
possibility of making Council
meetings public,

It was generally felt that
there should be more com-
munity and student, and less
academic representation on
the Councils. Some members
presentalsofelt that the size of
Councils should be reduced.

There was also a call for af-
firmative action to operate

RETARY’S REPORT

on Councils.

In general, the meeting was

a great success, and more

meetings will be held in the
future.

Russell Bancroft

M.A.S. Secretary
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Singer, songwriter and guitarist Matt Moffitt is
best known as the creative nucleus and voice of
“Sydney’s Matt Finish, a band who attracted a fier-
cely loyal following. Their 1981 debut album
“Short Note"” went gold, the title track instantly
being proclaimed a classic. Two E.P.’s, the live
“Fade Away” and “Out On Those Moments,”
followed. Lack of recognition and internal dif-
ferences after 1984"s “Word of Mouth” prompted
Moffitt to leave the band. 1985 saw Moffitt in
London with his manager Chris Plimmer, organ-
izing and recording his first solo album “As Little
As A Look.” Whilst in Melbourne recently, Matt
Moffitt spoke to Mark Burgess.

In your early music, there was strong evidence of
Jazz and blues influences. Who did you listen to
when you were younger”

Well, it’s not only the earlier material. I's still theag
a little bit. When you think of songs like “B.B.’s"
and “Fever Pitch” on the album, that sort of strain
has still lasted.

Yeah, especially with the guitar solo on “B.B.'s."
Yeah.
That's your playing isn't it?

Yeah. I guess a song like “B.B.'s", with that kind of
influence and that kind of nebulous sort of playing, is
one of the songs on the record that pays a little bit of
homage to that fairly spontaneous *off the tap of your
head' type playing.

You're almost scarting vocals over the top of the
solo at one stage.

Well, I guess I could say that the record marks & lot
of new directions for me. But I guess I felt when we
were first doing “As Little As A Look™ that it
wouldn't be a complete Matt Moffitt album if it
didn’t have a bit of a nod in that direction.

With your parents both being journalists, do you
think their careers influenced you in becoming a
songwriter, even {f it was only to avoid journalism?

(Laughing) That's a good question. I guess if there
was an influence there, I don't know if it was such a
song influence apart from journos tend to be people
who interview and talk to other people and who are
quite trained listeners. But all I could say about that
is that when I wanted to do something, I never really
had anyone stand in my way to do it. I guess the
other thing was that it's kind of a thankless gig, and
it's long hours and a fairly lonely sort of thing.
never really thought about it, but that might have
influenced me. Having seen how much work goes
into writing and sitting down by yourself — and of
course there's a lot of that in this — I guess it helped
maybe make up my mind to want to get in front of an
audience.

What did you learn from your time with Matt
Finish? Obviously there were mistakes made. What
did you learn from those mistakes that you're put-
ting into practice now?

Well, I think the biggest difference would be that

with Matt Finish it was always the situation of hav-
ing the lineup there, and writing songs for a lineup
that I knew. I knew everybody's playing style, As
was the only writer in that band, I guess the biggest
difference between Matt and this stuff is that I'm
collaborating with another writer, which I think has
made an album that communicates a little bit more.

Did you find it hard, having always written by your-
self, to sit down and work with someone else?

Not really, because it was part of the frustration
before. I think in getting better at what you do, and
having that desire to communicate (o people,
anything that adds to that is part of the gig I guess.
But also as a singer/guitar player 1 saw that as a bit
of a freedom, because in a few songs on the record I
concentrated on my vocals whereas before perhaps it
was juggling five or six things. That's probably one of
the differences, although I do kinda think I've played
some of my best guitar on this record.

There are high expectations for this album from a
lot of people, including C.B.S. who've invested big
bueks (about $175,000). It must put a lot of pre-
SSUre on You.

1 think that the presence of the touring around and
the playing and putting all of yourself into what you
do is somethmg that in & praving ground like Aus-
tralia is one of the first things you encounter. I must
say that budgetwise for an album, as far as I know,
it has not been & very expensive album compared to
Australian albums and compared to overseas. | can
only put that down 1o the team effort and everybody
getting in there and just writing, putting the songs and
the music first. When we actually got into the studio,
one of the best things is that having written a few of
the songs on this album myself, as well as co-writing
a few, the musicians in the studio felt that they could
put into that and that they could have something to
contribute, That’s been one of the more successful
aspects of it for me.

Did you have many arrangements written before
you went in, or did you leave it totally up to those
musicians once you got into the studio?

No. I think we spent all-up about three weeks in the
studio with players, which is not a super-long time
compared to what some people use. | think
arrangement-wise, I had a chance to get involved in
the arrangement and to work on the arrangement
generally in my music. Nicky (Graham, who pro-
duced the album) had a mixed background. He had
been a musician (keyboardist with David Bowie's
Spikers From Mars) as well as an arranger. That
whole aspect of my music - of sitting down and writ-
ing a song and having the song before the lineup and
then working on the arrangement outside — I think it
was a chance for me 1o improve and learn.

It must have been very reassuring for you to have
someone so openly believing in you right from the
start as Chris Plimmer (Moffitt’s manager) has
been,

Very much. I found that support invaluable.
For him to uproot and come with you (to England)

in the first place — and bring his family — it was a
big step to take.

Yeah. 1 guess Chris and I now have worked together
on one level or another for quite a while, starting out
as my agent through the hectic touring schedule that
we kept up before (with Matt Finish) and then even-
tually as my manager. And yes, his input has been a
very valuable one, I think it's probably given me a
little but of time to concentrate on my music whereas
before, with the touring commitments and my res-
ponsibilities in the band and being the only writer -
although I'm happy to report at this point that John
(Prior, Matt Finish's drummer) who played on the
album has now gat a repertoire of his own and is put-
ting together a live lineup — so I guess those of us

“who [elt like going on and continuing our education a

little bit and keeping moving have done so. I feel a
bit of an obligation, especially having a past where
there’s been that loyal support from crowds. I think
anybody that's heard my music in the past would
expect movement and change, and without sort of
blowing my own horn too much, I think that what
has happened between “Short Note™ 1o **Word Of
Mouth' 10 this is that willingness to experiment and
to change and keep moving. I think that's very impar-
tant. I feel I owe those audiences who supported my
songwriting as well us the live performances that
much at least.

Did you initially want a producer for the album, or
was it part of the contract?

Well, I guess when you talk about contracts, one
thing that runs over into this Mart Moffitt album and
what Chris and 1 are doing is that there has always
been an interest in finding out what goes on and
being involved. I guess that's because somewhere
down the line I'd like to produce myself. It would be
a big step.

When you say that you wani to produce yourself, do
you mean other people or just your own music?

1 think it would be very interesting for me as a writer
to make a contribution at some point down the line to
somebody else. 1 guess part of working with an
arranger and having some time to write — and a lot of
the writing being under the microscope for a while -
has maybe made me think that somewhere down the
line yes, it would be interesting to produce somebody
else, I guess I'm 50 busy on my own stuff at the
moment that I haven't really got time, but it is some-
thing that I think I could learn from and I think I
could probably leamn something from somebody else.

Was it very important that Nicky Graham was also
collaborating in a direct musical sense on the
album?

I think from & personality point of view it was
important that Nick contributed, apart from his role
as a producer. [ think when you're working with a
producer, if they've got first-hand knowledge of what
sort of pressures and problems musicians face, that
gave us a very good atmosphere in the team of
musicians that was used.

What are your favourite tracks on the album?

Well, 'm happy to say that it's very difficult for me
to pick out a single favourite track. I've listened to it
for a while now, and I sort of get off on a lot of the

album actually. Talking to you now, I think B.B.'s is

CONTINUED ON PAGE 21...
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Matr Moffitt - Faring und huiry ormis contribute to that faid-back look
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a bit of an achievement because, with all the change
and differences in the music, that's one song that
keeps something that I feel has been a bit of a
trademark in my music in the pasi. That's one, It's
really hard for me to single out a song that is better
than any other song on the album because 1 kinda
like them all. I guess what’s successful about it to me
is that they’re very varied songs, as opposed to
maybe an album where you have a single and then
you have nine or ten other tracks that sound exactly
like the single. I think that this one takes a few more
chances than that, and it’s a lot more varied. I guess
it presents different sides of me and different sides of
us. The us part of it has to do with Nicky being able
to put in as a writer, as well as my collaboration with
Pete (Glenister, the guitarist who co-wrote seven of
the album's eleven tracks with Moffitt). On the ones
I did myself, the arrangement thing and his player
experience really helped me to work on my approach
to my music. One of the biggest things, that’s been
good for me I think, has been coming out of a fairly
close lineup before. I've had a chance to see how I
go with another one, and Pm pleased that the songs
that I have contributed have been successful in the
eyes of the musicians as well.

You were talking about the different sides of your
nature. Do you think that the album on the balance
reveals more of your darker or lighter side?

I think there are some songs that allude to the darker
side a little bit, but I think that the wone of the record
is pretty positive. 1 like that balance, I think it

doesn't ignore the darker side and the darker side of

your motivation, maybe gven going as far as trepida-
tion, that sort of feeling, that change coming on. I
think generally speaking over the whole album
there’s a positivity and a feeling of change, T guess
that's why I find it hard to single out one track,
because although each song is pretty individual - or I
tried to write them that way for my contribution - it
still does work as an album.

Do you feel that songwriting is becoming easier as
fime goes by?

It's hard to say. I think some aspects of my songwrit-
ing are getting easier, but I've never really found it an
easy thing. | guess I'd even suspect if [ got a track
down or wrote one and it was just really easy, I guess
I'd question a bit in myself whether it had the quali-
ty. So I can’t really tell you that it’s getting very
easy. It’s always been a bit of a painstaking thing
with me, but I think maybe the confidence of record-
ing some tracks that you feel are the best stuff you've
done does make the job a bit easier.

Peter Glenister made quite a major contribution on
this album. Will he be involved in future projects?

It's really hard to say at the moment. I must admit,
because I've been back in Australia and because I've
been making myself available here to talk to people
and tell people what I've been doing since Matt
Finish, [ haven't had a lot of time 1o think about that.
I think it's a possibility that Pete and I will do some
stuff in the future, but a little bit like Matt Finish,
one of the successful things for me about that lineup
was that although we did do a lot of touring and we
had our breaks, no-one really took anybody else for

granted. They just expected they'd be out there. 1
guess that gave us a little bit of mutual respect, and
helped us make it under pressure.

Do you find it necessary to take risks and live on
the edge to fuel your creative fire?

1 think living on the edge means different things to
different people. I think one of the biggest risks that
both of us took was leaving Australia in 1984 and
not really knowing whether or not we'd be able o
make an album, but having a bit of blind faith that it
would work and that it could be the best thing so far.
1 think that was a big risk both for Chris and myself,
and in different ways [ fel like that risk has been
met. Living on the edge — I guess when you're flying
into a world with as much turmoil as at the moment —
that’s kind of living on the edge. It does make driving
to a gig somewnere seem a little bit safer!

Do you think you've mellowed?

1 don’t know about mellowed, I don't know that
that's such a bad thing. I have ambivalent feelings
wwards mellowed. I think the more you do, the more
anybody does of anything, the more confidence you
get if you're pleased with your efforts, I can say that
much, 1'm very plcased with it all, but it was one of
the toughest times that I've had in trying to change
my writing environment. Maybe some nebulous bot-
tle of booze in the rehearsal room situation, or
actually sitting down and honing my craft a bit. All
of that came from 1984, of just thinking OK, there's
dissatisfaction in this lineup and people want to
grow, so [ made my step. It was a pretty risky thing »
to do, but I guess when you have that kind of blind
faith in what you're doing, and you have that kind of
help and support that ['ve had then — it’s a lot of
work and 1 think whatever risk’s involved in that,
now that the record is finished and I'm back in Aus-
tralia talking to people about it — I guess I feel a bit
relieved and a bit more confident.

When is the Australian tour going to begin?

I had thought it'd be in July or August, but with one
thing and another - I've been co-producing a filmelip
(for Miss This Tonight) which is a,first for me - it
will be laterin the year. T guess I've been out there
learning a little bit about some of the other aspects of
what I do, as opposed to saying OK you do it and I'll
do my thing. I am interested in finding out.

Have you finalised a lineup for the tour?

I can’t tell you in all honesty at the moment that T
have, although I do think that it will be the best band
that I've taken out. Again it gets back to that
relationship with a crowd and their expectations, I
can tell you too, | don’t think there’ll be anybody
from Matt Finish in that lineup. I think it will be a
very different sort of thing to what people would
expect so far, but I think it will also be the best that
has gone on the road. It will definitely be this year.

Will you be playing some Matt Finish songs?

Well, I don't plan to straight away. I plan to do new
stuff, I guess it's part of the risk 1aking. 1 know there
are some songs there that have very gratifyingly
managed to stay around in people's minds and
hearts, but I haven't any plans for them at this stage.
1I'd like to do a new set. I guess if there’s a demand
there it will definitely be thought about, but at this
stage it's all new material.

To many musicians a solo album is the ultimate
achievement. What future goals do you now
possess?

My future goals are that my enthusiasm remains, my
interest in finding out the behind the scenes aspects
of what I do, and that I can put into other people.
That I can get involved with other people, and put
into their career as well.

Do you foresee another solo album in a year or
two?

Definitely.

LOT'S WIFE, Monday.23 June 1986 - 21

4—




To convert any book into a live
play is always a difficult task,
but to convert a series of diary
entries, based on the life of a
thirteen year old and all the
troubles that he encounters,
would seem almost impossible.
The production at the Ath-
eneum, however, manages 1o
distill the central ideas of Sue
Townsend’s book, and presents
a lively and humorous account
of Adrian's experiences of life.

The stage setting was mag-
nificent, with a rotational, three
sided stage which was used to
the fullest. Stage hands were
unobtrusive, and blended in
with the set, providing little if
any distraction from the actors
in the centre.

Lighting, too, was excellent,
with David Cohen, the lighting
designer, producing stunning
effects with colour and varying
the intensity of indirect lighting.

On the technical side,
however, the prize must go to
Red Symons. (Yea Skyhooks),
responsible for the musical side
of the production. The music

was necessary to break up what
could have been an otherwise
dry performance, and helped fill
in the gaps which could only
have been filled with more of
Adrian’s reading from his diary
otherwise. As a technigue to tell
the story in more detail, enter-
tain, and amuse, it was very
successful.

The acting, though, is what
makes the show. Maggie Blinco

plays the dual role of Queenie, - .

the not so geriatric old woman,
and Adrian’s grandma, a pom-
pous old woman who believes
her son, Adrian’s father, has
been hard done by. David Cot-
ter plays the parts of Nigel,

Adrian’s ‘cool’ friend, and
Barry Kent, the local tough
Cotter's agility and balance is
superb in many of his more
athletic moments, and the
choreographer, Jenny Hope,
should be congratulated for
inspiring a lively performance in
all of the dance numbers.

If one person stood out more
than the others, it must be Miles
Buchanan, who played Adrian.
Miles has been in several televi-
sion productions, including
“Skyways,” “The Sullivans”
and “Cop Shop.” Fortunately,
his performance was nothing
like that in those revolting TV
shows which any self respecting
person wouldn’t watch more
than once. (He's even appeared
in “Sons and Daughters.”
YUK) Miles portrayed the
young Adrian, and the audience
lived through his experiences:
first love, being bullied at
school, joining the revolution,
having his mother become
liberated and leave home, and
life's more pressing issues, such
as developing spots on his face,
and phone calls to his loved one
in foreign countries.

Overall, it is a very entertain-
ing show, but with one proviso.
Read the book first. The play
presupposes some knowledge of
the book, and, while this does
not prevent those ‘uninitiated’
from enjoying themselves, they
will not be able to fully unders-
tand many of the more subtle
jokes and stage props.

Where are you going? Where have you been ?

IT IS refreshing to see a film like
‘Smooth Talk’ (Longford)
deliberately avoiding the cliches,
exploitation and crass self-
indulgence which have charac-
terised American ‘teen flicks’ of
recent years.

The story revolves around.
15-year-old Connie and her
attempts to come to terms with
her burgeoning sexuality. Laura
Dern conveys with great skill
and insight the emotional see-
saw of adolescence — the allure
sex holds, and fear of crossing
that threshold - undergoing with
her friend Laura the narcissistic
rituals of American adoles-
cence at the suburban mall
hang-out and the hamburger
joint cum meat market. The
temptation and terror merge in
the scene with the smart-arse
beefcake, Amold Friend, who,
as the older, experienced man,
holds a malevolent charm for

Connie. He comes across to the
rest of us as the manipulative,
self-seeking male he blatantly
15.
Allthisis played out againsta
backdrop of family turmoil; the
film concentrating especially on
the pivotal mother/daughter
relationship. Mary-Kay Place
plays the astute mother attempt-

ing to come to terms with her.

daughter and dealing less than
tactfully with her. All the while
the. "'model’ elder daughter is
held up as a yardstick for the
‘wayward’ Connie. An oafish
father lurks in the background,
blissfully ignorant of the
emotional upheaval in his
midst.

All in all, a thoughtful,
worthwhile film dealing hones-
tly with adolescence - one
which holds a wider audience
appeal. Don't be deterred by
its predecessors.

Lisa Gow
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the ARTS

ILLUMINATI

The Church Street, Theatre

500 Burwood Road, Hawthorn.

June 24-July 20.

Special Price of $3.00 on Monday 23rd and
Tuesday 24th.

SOMETHING special is happening at the
Church Theatre. Old stained glass windows have been
miraculously resurrected, light plays in strange
patterns and seductive sounds linger.
Illuminations, a new Australian Play, is respon-
sible. The cast is small: Arpad Mihaly (Acting),
Colin Mann (Lighting) and Wayne Park (Music).
Together under Russell Walsh’s direction each of
them will interpret as action develops. Two mobile
platforms will be the nearest thing to a conven-
tional stage. Each will be positioned according to
where the audience decides to sit. Hence in a uni-
que way lighting, acting and music must
improvise to the nightly changing theatrical
terrain,
Just another trendy gimmick or avant garde
trick you say? Hardly — Illuminations is a project

that excites interest for a number of reasons. Its
writer Peter Murphy is gaining increasing praise
for short stories, play writing, poetry and
photography. His second book of stories, The
Moving Shadow Problem, has just been released
by the Uni of Queensland Press. Interest exists
also in the play’s aim, which the director
explained to me was “To show us the face of a
man we thought we knew. A little grey man, who
sits in a corner of a museum. A conforming man
with a boring nine-to-five job, yet who wants more
out of life. A man who might have been trapped in
the sixties drug scene, at heart a drifter and a
loner. What goes on in his head is more alive than
anything in the museum. He is liberated by
visions. We have hoped that the play will have a
liberating effect on the audience, It is not televi-
sion type theatre. The audience will make choices
which will effect how they share a man’s
experience of escape™.

Certainly different and ambitious theatre, the
set itsell has to be seen to be experienced fully. I
won't be staying home in the dark.

Peter Cattapan
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Sumptuous Dining at Egypt House

It was with great delight that three of us from Lot’s
Wife took up an offer to eat at Egypt House from
our kind host and owner of the establishment,
Tawfik.

Situated in Lygon Street, Carlton, it provides a
much needed alternative to the overpriced
spaghetti and pizza restaurants that abound the
area.

Egypt House offers an extensive range of Mid-
dle Eastern food to all of our reckoning was tasty,
fresh and cheaply priced.

The restaurant is divided into two floors; the
lower being set up as a conventional restaurant

but, upon venturing upstairs, there are three rooms
set aside for group bookings. These are sumptuous
in the middle-eastern style of cusions ringing the
rooms and tapestried rugs adoming the walls and
floors. These provide an excellent venue for par-
ties that want to have a special night out.

Soup and bread can be bought for as little as
$1.90. Rich, strong aromatic Egyptian coffee is as
little as 90¢ per cup. Desserts are from $2.40 to
$2.90, and a mixed plate special which overflows
with grilled meats/felafels; salads, dips and
vegetables, is as low as $6.80!

We all opted for the set special for $14. This

enabled us to soup; an entree plate of five dips with
bread, including taboulli; then a main course of
vegetables of the day, grills felafels, salads, etc.,
etc., etc. Dessert follows as either pastries or fresh
fruits which can also come with coffee. The price
also includes corkage!

Believe it or not the above can all be yours as a
party booking (in one of the upstairs rooms) for as
little as $12 per head with the group leader being
provided for free! Why, because the owner is
favourably disposed towards university students.
So, if you've got a party coming up give Tawfik a
ring on 347-3620 and make a booking.
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Foul
Is Foul

IN THE last edition of Lot’s
Wife, M. S. Holsworth explained
the theory behind his produc-
tion of Romeo and Juliet. His
view of the relevancy of drama
in general, and Shakespearean
drama, in particular, seems to
me to be peculiarly narrow. He
seems to imply that a play is
only relevant in so far as it deals
with issues that are currently the
‘flavour of the month’, to use a
recently cliched expression. He
writes: “Some things about
Romeo and Juliet are very
applicable today, The adoles-
cent suicide rate is a major
cause of death of people under
21" (sic) (I will not comment on
how a ‘rate’ can be a major
cause of death, but there it is),
With this attitude it is not sur-
prising that he is *... not
entirely confident that there is a
place for the theatre in the
19805 and that he suggests
that “. .. maybe it should be
abandoned™. This is, to say the
least, an extraordinary attitude
for the director of a play to have
but it is more understandable
once one has seen his play.

I have no problem with the
director’s expressed aim of
creating a new play out of
‘Romeo and Juliet’ but the play
that he creates is internally
inconsistent and the perfor-
mance of it is embarrassingly,
seat-squirmingly bad.

The changes to the play seem
to have been made with little, if
any consideration for the crea-
tion of an artistic whole. I can-
not, for instance, understand the

reason for the narrator’s dance
at the beginning or for the inclu-
sion of the punk-clown. The
play was an unhappy com-
promise and mixture of tradi-
tional *Romeo and Juliet’ and of
rather superficial innovations.
One of the more regrettable
traditions that it keeps is that of
an infuriatingly wimpy Romeo.
The acting is almost uni-
formly bad, although Fiona
Gt as the prince and the
narrator survives unscathed.
Some of the others have poten-
tial but in this production they
suffered from bad direction. At
times it seemed as if the actors
did not know where to go next.
Sometimes the direction
made it almost impossible for
the audience to be serious when
it was supposed to be serious.
This was particularly so in the
bedroom scene between the two
star-crossed lovers. For some
reason the two were placed
under a duvet (the only prop
used in the play). Because there
were no pillows it was imposs-
ible, from where I was sitting, to
see Romeo's head — his immor-
tal words seemed to emanate
from the bed linen. Suddenly,
presumably feeling that the
audience should at least see part
of Romeo the actor’s head and
forearm emerged from the duvet
in a periscope-like manner and
proceeded to make gestures
supposedly appropriate to the
speech. Tear welled up in my
eyes as I tried to stifle my
laughter.
Wayne Howell

Oh really! Juliet!

T ETOY IR R AL L Bi.i
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NOT much to write about this
week. The ABC’s outstanding
series of classical music pro-
grams continues, with the
second last episode of Wagner's
Ring on Sunday night, and the
final Australian Concert Hall
on Wednesday. On Wednes-
day July 2nd the “*Music and
Heritage™ series of programs
starts, featuring chamber and
ensemble musie, performed in
historical buildings around
Sydney. Pity they don't fea-
ture any ensembles from
Melbourne, or Adelaide, or
Perth...

Don't forget the next con-
cert of the Monash University
Choral Society, on Saturday
July 5th at Robert Blackwood
Hall. The choir will present
Haydn’s mighty oratorio, The
Creation, in conjunction with
the Zelman Memorial Sym-
phony Orchestra and five
soloists. Tickets are $5 for
students ($9 for others) and
are available at the Hall.

P.S. If anyone is going to
the concert on at the Robert
Blackwood Hall on Monday,
June 23rd at 8.00 p.m., please
write us a review ...

WHAT’S ON

- Discantus - male vocal ensemble
directed by Geoffrey Cox.
FREE

Suwurday 28 June

ﬁl o s

Wednesduy 25 June

10.30 n.on.

St John's Hall,

552 Burke Road, Camberwell

Piutere - vocal group with guitar.
Programme of madrigals, part-

University
“Conversition m"*m Faye
Dumont Singers with the Peter
Clineh Saxophone Quartet.
$12, 810

Smrday 23 Jsm
8,00 p

Sunday 29 June

12 Noon

Kooyang Road Uniting Church,
Armadale
Acord -

Margaret  Arnold,

Richard Excell, Carol Williams -
with Susan Tweg, reader. " A rose
by snother nnme" —the Romande
1a Rose ou de Guillzume de Dole,
. romance by Jean Renart
Medieval music and readings.
57,83

smng June
smdymcm-,

Sandringham

T.O0.P. (Team of Oumnﬂinl
Pinnists) directed by Maxwell
Cooke. Anne Bortolussi, Erie
Raymond, Jacob Baker,

$6, 84

On ABC television:

Wednesday 25 June

Austealinn Concert Hauli - Peter
Franki (piano) with the Tas-
manian Symphony Orchestra.
‘Mozart- Piano Concerto no. 18 in

- Bflat K456,

Friday 27 June
10.25 p.m.

. Daniel Barenboim plays Beet

hoven's piano sonaias nos. 18,19
and 20,

Sunday 29 June

920 pm. -

Wagner's Ring. Twilight of the
Gods Act Two.




LETTE

ADMIN PLOT

Dear Lot's,

Right from the moment the
Monash Administration an-
nounced the drastic cuts in
library services, it was obvious
that they realised, and were
hoping for, the strong student
opinion ( | don’t think | over-
estimate their intelligence).
Actions such as the occupa-
tion of the Administration
Building must have been fully
expected, and of course, the
students protesting in such a
manner is a far more effective
way of publicising Monash
University Libraries’ financial
troubles than any action
Administration could embark
upon. | am not condemning
the sit in, on the contrary, |
strongly support it, however |
feel that this is the reaction
that was wanted. The sit-in will
fulfil its purpose, to make the
government and the public
aware of the cuts, but | also
feel it will show the Adminis-
tration that no amount of stu-
dent manipulation (for what
else could such sudden and
dramatic cuts be) can squeeze
any extra money out of the
government. To rely on stu-
dent activity to preserve the
functions of the libraries
merely underlines the eco-
nomic and managerial in-
ability of Administration.

Obviously gauging the uni-
versal student strong objec-
tion to these cuts, something
must be done. Equally obvi-
ously the Administration seems
unable or unwilling to help.
This leaves only the students.
Aswell as the sit-in, every one
of us should think and discuss
what can be done.

Is it practically possible to
redirect some funds from
other areas to alleviate the
reductions?

Can students run part of the
library on a management or
volunteer basis? (perhaps
allowing those who volunteer
extended loans on books or
some other token as an
incentive).

There are students at Mon-
ash skilled at organisation
and fund-raising for various
clubs, societies and political/
social causes. Can't we “pool
together" and raise money
through films/concerts/activi-
ties? The amount raised may
not be enough, but every bit
must surely help!

Monash, you have shown
your feelings about these
cuts, but please DON'T STOP
THERE!

Adam Burns, Sci Il

=

RADICAL COWS

Dear Editors,
The discrepancy between the
attitudes and actions of peo-
ple were further highlighted
by the student takeover of the
administration building on the
12/6/86. | lost count of the
number of students who were
“with me in spirit,” and who,
apari from this expression of
support, were not prepared to
contribute to the fight against
library cutbacks. Many of
these people reached new
heights in hypocrisy by wear-
ing “Save The Library” badges,
urging others to take the
action that they themselves
were unprepared to under-
take. One can only speculate
on the difference between
these people and a certain
four legged, milk producing
animal. I've come up with two.
The cow says"MOO," and has
more initiative.
Hakan Yaman.

PS. NO IFS, NO BUTS, MORE
BOOKS, NO CUTS.

BIG MAC

Dear Editors,
As we should all know by now,
the University's four libraries
have had their services threat-
ened, However, the proposed
cutbacks have been fore-
shadowed until the findings of
an inquiry into the financial
status of the libraries, the
McDonell Report. This was
due to a commendable effort
by staff and students who put
great pressure on the Univer-
sity Administration. This pre-
ssure must continue.
Students can help in the
campaign against library cuts
in a variety of ways. You can
attend the ongoing meetings
of students and staff. You can
also help in publicising the
developments between the
University administrators, the
General Library Committee
and the students. Most impor-
tantly, students can sign the
M.A.S. petition for a full res-
toration of library services, or
write letters to University
Council and committee mem-
bers and even local members
of parliament Judging by
recent stories in the news-
papers all students must
realise thatgeneral education
funding cuts could be a real
possibility in the near future.
So let's do something about
itt
Dimitri Serghis
A.E. Publicity Officer.

SELF ABUSE

Dear Lot's,

| write to voice my disgust with
the conduct of the SGM held
on the 12th June, purportedly
for the purpose of discussing
the proposed cuts to the lib-
rary operations, (at least that's
what all the posters pro-
claimed the SGM was for). |
state at the outset that | atten-
ded the SGM to support the
campaign against library cut-
backs. | was therefore disgus-
ted that those conducting the
meeting attempted to capital-
ize on the presence of a
quorum to try and push
through motions on issues
unrelated to the library cut-
backs. The motivation for this
was obviously that quorums
are difficult to obtain at
SGM's; the AE were out to
push their own barrow on
issues that would not have
attracted a quorum in their
own right. The present SGM
was advertised as being to
discuss the library cutbacks,
and, for my part, debate on
other issues was most un-
welcome. This was par-

LIBRARY
SHUFFLE

Dear Lot's,

As the library network is a
faculty that is crucial to every
member of this university, the
current crisis in library fund-
ing has precipitated direct
student action. However, it
must be appreciated that of
recent years cuis in funding
have affected all faculties of
this university and the present
library predicament is merely
symptomatic of this trend.

Whilst it is imperative to
confront the university coun-
cil over this library crisis, our
concern as students and staft
of Monash should not rest
here.

A mere re-shuffle of funds
within the university is not suf-
ficient, indeed it may be det-
rimental to the functioning of
the university as a whole.
Firstly, it may initiate grounds
for possible friction between
different faculties, and secon-
dly, whilst the libraries may be
the centre of information, they
cannot be effective without
the optimum functioning of
h and tutoring facilities.

ticularly the case considering
that the meeting did not then
have the time to consider all
the motions related to the lib-
raries (e.g. motions 9 and
10).

One motion unrelated tothe
libraries issue was of par-
ticular concern. This was an
attempt to change the MAS
constitutionin orderto reduce
the quorum required for Stu-
dent General Meetings. This
was a blatant attempt to take
advantage of the quorum
obtained over the libraries
issue, to make a change tothe
MAS constitution that seems
to have been long coveted by
some within MAS. This attempt
to change the constitution
was an inexcusable abuse of
the libraries SGM, because,
not only was the issue foreign
to the advertised purpose of
the SGM, but the same motion
had already been put unsuc-
cesfully to a referendum dur-
ing the elections held this
year. Consider that, for the
referendum the voter turnout
was 10% of the student pop-
ulation and the amendment
failed, yet those running
(abusing?) the libraries SGM
attempted to pass the same
amendment on a quorum of
only 5% which had been
attracted foranother purpose,
and which was certainly less
representative of the student
population than the 10% vot-
ing in the referendum held
during the elections.

Yours with abhorrence
at the abuse of SGM’s,
Geoff Hugo.

Ultimately we need to be
concerned with the total area
of funding, and our actions
should be directed accordingly.

A two-fold approach is
required. Firstly, it is necess-
ary to make the university
council answerable for its
actions as well as those res-
ponsible for the spending of
funds. It is hoped that the
McDonell report will provide
some insight into this area.
Secondly, and more importan-
tly, we must demonstrate to
the Federal Government that
we cannot, and will not, accept
cut-backs in Commonwealth
funding to tertiary institutions.

We urge all students and
staff to actively show their
concernand demand from the
Hawke Government a real
increase in funding, not just to
ensure the services of our lib-
raries but also to continue and
expand the research stan-
dards of this university,

Livia Erhardt (ARTS)

Kelvyn Holland (SCIENCE)

Lisa Parkinson (ARTS)
Greg Metha (SCIENCE)

USELESS

Dear Lot's Wife,

It has been widely sugges-
ted that CRAC. is bloody
useless.

We therefore suggest that,
asweare here togetadegree,
the money allocated to C.RA.C.
be re-allocated to the Lib-
raries. At least some of our
union fee would be usefully

It the truth be known |/we
believe that most of our union
fee is wasted and various
other funds could be diverted,
e.g. student theatre, 3MU,
health foods, Lot's Wife and
M.A.S. (whatever that is).

Andrew Yen
Engineering 11l
Representing Third Year
Engineers and probably
87% of all Monash

WET & STUPID

Dear Lot's,

| am disappointed. Very dis-
appointed that a useful paper
like Lot's Wite can allow a
deranged, psychotic weirdo
like Peter Nugent mutilate its
good name.

Mo offence, but his article
Every Mum's a Prostitute
sounds like it was written by
an engie, whose brain is con-
trolled by a twitchy sphincter
muscle, and who missed out
on the evolution as well.

To have written what he did
about everyone's mum being
a pro, he must have had an
overdose of X-rays the last
time he visited his regular
vet.

Maybe we should call
him ‘goidfish’, instead of
MNEUGENT, because it is
stupid and always under-
water, just like him.

Andrew Bailey

16th row, Comp Sci 2

P.S. Next time you write some-

thing, Pete, make sure your

OTHER hand is not under the

table again, even though we

heard youcan dotwo things at
the same time.

HURD CHEESE

Steven Hurd,

So you are the Part-timers
Union Board rep? Very inter-
esting. You haven't belonged
to the Pari-timers Association
for at least the last three
years. How about you show
yoursell to us? We are having
a Wine and Cheese on June
25th at 1.00pm. BE THERE.
You will also be invited to our
Committee meetings. If you
pay the $3 membership fee,
you can use the lounge and
have a cup of coffee.

Yours Cynically,

oops - Sincerely,

Jacky Mc.

(Part-timers Assoc.)

Lot's Wife apologises to Anton
Hermann and any other per-
son who may have been offen-
ded by the inappropriate use
of swastikas in recent editions
of this paper.

The Editors

spent.
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TRAVELLING
- SOON?

Check all prices then call us

Jatline Travel

Ask for
Faye or Sean

7932992
794 9688
67 5143

DRIVING SCHOOL

578 9009 |

ONLY $8.00

per lesson for your

FIRST 4 LESSONS

OR Student Discount

Mention this advert when you book

FREE mast for grous Insder

EGYPT
HOUSE

FELFELA RESTAVURANT BYo0.

149 LYGON STREET, CARLTON 347 3620

= Prices afs quite ressonable

i and have an suthantic * Private rooms svsilable for groug
Eqvptian dinner, reclinemg on [—
* We sl have supert vegetarian
* Beily dancer svailsble on request take-swny dithes
j :‘.‘."..’:’.a-......n.....:"..".“. * Student discount.
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25th USELESS

Dear Editors,

I'd like to once again express
my total disgust at the
attempted rort being currently
instigated by the University
Administration. It is the issue
of the libraries. Because of an
obvious budgetary shortsight-
edness in previous years, the
Monash University libraries
are under a serious threat.

They are short of almost
$760,000 and the options
proposed for meeting this
shortfall inevitably entail a
direct attack on the library's
services, staff and ALL students.
It is outrageous that the
Administration should spend
money on a new building and
extravagant 25th birthday
celebrations - whilst the lib-
rary resources get slashed.
Celebrating 25 years of
academic excellence is necess-
ary and extremely worthwhile;
butitis veryironicthatthe pur-
suit of knowledge at Monash,
the most important role of
ANY university, is being direc-
fly threatened. Books and
subsequent resources should
surely be protected before
any other commodity at
Monash,

We must campaign against
this threat to our education.
Let's make Monash library
services the best in the State
again. No library cuts, and no
more late fees!

Dimitri Serghis

INTER-
NATIONAL
WANKERS

Dear Lot's,

Having been active par-
ticipants in the recent and
ongoing campaign against lib-
rary cuts, we feel compelled to
register our extreme concern
that the library issue is being
used by some interest groups
to pursue their own blatantly

- e R e e e o e e e R e e e e e e e e e e e

ideological ends. We are not
referring to the politically

. active STUDENTS on campus

but we deeply resent the
majority of students being
subject to attempted man-
ipulation by outside interests.

The sole purpose of the
occupation of the administra-
tion building was to restore
library services. The so called
International Socialists (1.5)
whilst purportedly seeking to
further the students' legit-
imate interests were in fact
merely using OUR library
crisis to provoke unwarranted
confrontationalist action in
order o further their own
questionable ends.

“We are providing lead-
ership!” proclaimed one of the
prominent LS. lackeys to a
stunned student body. LEAD-
ERSHIP? This claim was
made while the student body
was pressing to have their
(1.8.) banner removed. Where
exactly did they intend to lead
us? From the 1.5. cadres wan-
dering about during the
Thursday night occupation,
urging students to join THEIR
revolution, we can deduce
that their misguided agenda
went far beyond that of
library cuts.

How can we avoid a repeti-
tion of this reprehensible
situation? One possible solu-
tion is for each speaker to
identify themselves, their
faculty, or their interest group
before addressing any stu-
dent forum. It would be regret-
table that a campus, such as
Monash, which has finally
been spurred back into politi-
cal action should fall victim to
the facile opportunism of the
International Socialists.
Andrew Laird - Arts Law 3
Dominic Lay - Politics 3
Hayden Legro - Psychology 3
Lisa Anderson - Politics 3
Jenni Christian - Medicine 2
Darren Koch - Politics Science 3
Kate Moody - Arts Law 3
Kelly Lacco - Arts 2

BORINGLY
FAMILIAR

Dear Lot's,

A couple of days ago | atten-
ded the English Departmental
Meeting.

Upon enquiry, we were told,
with disinterest, that $1,600
has been paid to a 'prof-
essional troupe' to perform
poetryatour“Open Day.” This
surprised many present mainly
because we hadn't been told
that it was on. A debate
followed as to whether the
department could afford to
continue its subscription to
Australian periodicals. (e.g.
‘Scripsi’ at $25 per annum),

If- this sounds boringly
familiar, it's just another
example of the influence of
irrational priorities at this
university.

Joanna Sender
Arts 2.

OCCASIONALLY?

Dear Lot's,

The perceived overuse of the
swastika has aroused much
displeasure amongst some
sections of the Monash com-
munity. Whilst having sym-
pathy for those offended, | did
not myself, despite my Jewish
heritage, take exception to
this. | believe that more impor-
tant than the symbol itself is
the ideas behind the symbol.
Hence, efforts are better
directed inopposing the ideas
than in opposing the swastika,

For example, 1) There are
allegedly a number of former
Nazis in the NSW branch of
the Liberal Party, including a
parliamentary group known
as the “Uglies”, and 2) The
Federal government, with the
support of a well-known
“christian” student politician,
are planning to introduce their
own version of the yellow star
of David; the L.D. card.

Let concerned citizens
everywhere vent their wrath
against these people, not just
against some Lot's Wife
editors who occasionally go
off the rails.

Peter Taft
Chem, Eng. 3.

DUTCH
COURAGE

Dear Lot's,

While hesitating to dismiss
the importance of upholding
democracy, | do feel that the
space devoted to Cornelius
Romein's article on the Dutch
election results could have
been put to better use if left
blank. Am looking torward
avidly tonextissue'sarticleon
politics in the Canary Islands.

Yours in relevance,
Rastus T. Watermelon

FARCED
COUNTING

Dear Lot's,

| am amazed at the blatant
biased stand taken by our
MAS chairman with regard to
certain issues brought for-
ward at the SGM on 12/6.

When a motion was moved
to lower the SGM quorum to
3% of the student body there
was large opposition indi-
cated by students at the meet-
ing. A vote on the motion was
taken and without a count of
hands the chairman claimed
that the motion had been
“carried clearly”. To this a loud
chorus of “count” was forth-
coming from the meeting. This
was granted as those present
voted again.

The count was a farce and
although the chairman claimed
that the motion had been car-
ried by a narrow margin, 4
votes | think, the counters
were still counting the “against”
votes!

| dread the day when the
quorum is lowered it thisis the
type of democracy that will
prevail when the required
numbers of students are at
the meeting. If there is an
important issue that students
feel strongly about the set
quorum at the moment will be
reached. This is proven by the
number of people turning up
to support the motion against
library cuts. Bully if it means
more work for the MAS execu-
tive, this is what they are elec-
ted for!

Andrew Lewis
1st year Science

CHAIRPERSON’S REPORT

THERE is no doubt that the
campaign of protest, occupa-
tion and negotiation begin-
ning with last Thursday’s
5.G.M. is a significant victory
to the students and staff of this
university.

Library services and pur-
chases have been restored and
charges and fines have been
pegged.

Whilst some participants in
the protests became watery-
eyed about the last occupation
of “Admin”, back in 1974, the
majority saw it as an effective
tactic to force the University
to reconsider its hasty and ill-
conceived measures. And so it
‘Was.

The campaign, over three
short days, brought students
of all persuasions together for
a common purpose. The suc-
cess of the campaign villifies

the old and well-worn slogan
“Unity is strength”.

The campaign shows that
when we are determined and
united, we can take matters
into our own hands - and
win.

But the real test is to come.
The Vice-Chancellor has set
up a committee (chaired by J.
McDonnell) to investigate
financial and “other” prob-
lems of the Libraries to report
in 4 to 6 weeks. In the interim,
the pressure must be main-
tained so that the McDonnell
committee will recognise the
pivotal nature of our Lib-
raries, and recommend that
they be funded accordingly.

There is little doubt the
money is there. The Vice-
Chancellor has consistently
refused to disclose how much
is in his “contingency” fund.
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To quote the Vice-Chancellor
- *to find out what is in that
fund, I'd have to go to the
Finance Branch and say (to
them) what is its income, what
expenditures have been made
(from it), and what is the par-
ticular balance today?"

The campaign to date has
highlighted 2 university admin-
istration which is out of touch,
divided and incompetent.
Some administrators are
teetering on the edge of sen-
ility. Financial control is in a
mess. (For example, the
University’s Finance com-
puter is incompatible with the
Main Library’s).

The two student represen-

ives on Uni. Ci il (Mr.
Peter Clarke, Liberal Club),
and Mr. Tony Holmes (Clubs
and Societies Council Execu-
tive) deserve some criticism.

We may never know how they
acted inside the Council
chamber because no obser-
vers are allowed inside, but
they certainly showed their
true colours outside.

Clarke grabbed a mega-
phone after forcing his way
through protestors and con-
demned the protest as “ridicu-
lous”. Holmes slipped outofa
back door with others who
refused to speak with the
students.It's obvious we can’t
rely on out student reps. for
support!

As for the parliamentary

representatives to C s

LASHING OUT

Dear Lot's,

| am writing to support all
those people who have so far
adequately and convincingly
shat all over the puerile
ravings of that playschool
philosopher, Peter Nugent

What irritates me most is
when Nugent seizes upon an
idea which feminists have
been exploring for years and
not only treats it as a sudden
new revelation but also
manages to screw it up entire-
ly. He obviously enjoys these
little raves - excitement at his
own brilliance is barely con-
cealed at times - however
many women have discussed
these issues before, reached
more sound conclusions and
experienced little neurologi-
cal discomfort in the process.

If Nugent is so concerned
with being known as a great
thinker he'd be better off to
have himself bronzed and
stuck outside the main library
ina suitable pose. Atleastthat
would give birds something to
shit on. Failing this, next time
his brain begins to hurt,
administer aspirin, sledge
hammaer, or whiskey but for
Christ's sake do us all a favour
and keep him out of print.

Madame Lash

* Due to space limitations,
shorter letters will be given
preference. So if you write a
3000 word rave, don't com-
plain if it doesn't get in.

* Letters should have your
name and student number on
them so we believe you are a
student and not some nut off
the street. Names can be
withheld if you're scared.

* It you want to reply to an
article in Lot's for the next edi-
tion, we suggest you get it in
the same day if possible. Let-
ters have to be typeset, proof-
read and laid out like everything
else, sodon't expect too much
if you come in on Thursday
wanting it in for Monday's edi-
tion. We try to accommodate
as much as possible, but let's
lace i, letters shouldn't take a
week to write anyway.

remoteness and probable

incomp of the Univer-

Eddie Hann (Nationals), left
early in the debate as did Ger-
ard Vaughan (Right-wing
ALP). They all deserve our
resounding criticism.

In the year so far, 1 have
commented before on the

sity administrators. Now they
have been brought down to
earth with a thud.
We have won the battle, but
the war has just begun.
Steve Wettenhall
A.E. Chairperson, M.A.S.
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ANIMAL

Are you aware of any animal
aexperiments which you believe
are cruel and/or unnecessary?
If s0, we would like to hear
from you.
Animal Rights is currently
preparing a8 comprehensive
submission to the Senate
Select Inquiry into Animal
Wellare in Australia. The
Inquiry, which was established
in late 1984, has already con-
demned the Ilive sheep
export trade and the use of
cetacea in captivity, The
Committee is currently inves-
tigating the slaughter of
kangaroos and will soon
address the question of
animal experiments.
This Assoclation is seeking
information from anyone who
is aware of any abuses and/

RIGHTS

or cruelty to animals on
university campuses, par-
ticularly laboratory animals.
All information will be in con-
fidence and should you wish
your identity to remain
anonymous you may ring
848-3751 and leave a recor-
ded message.
This request for information
should not be viewed as a
“witch-hunt" of researchers,
however we believe stalt and
students on campus may well
be aware of animal abuses I
they are accurring.
QOur postal address Is:
ANIMAL RIGHTS
P.O. BOX 1435M
G.P.O. MELBOURNE
VIC. 3001
PH: 632875

MonJ.S.5 Speaker on

Nazis in Australia

On Wednesday 25th June, at
1.00pm in R3, Mon.J.5.5. will
be hosting a talk by Jeremy
Jones, the Executive Direc-

Second World War in an
attempt to avoid criminal
prosecution.

A number of groups includ-

tor of the Executive C il
of Australian Jewry on the
topic of “Nazis in Australia."
The issue of Nazi War
criminals residing in Aus-
tralia has recently come to
the forefront of public atten-
tion. The recent ABC radio
series produced by Mark
Aarons as well as a Four Cor-
ners documantary has ser-
ved to stimulate wide ranging
media comment as well as
debate in Federal Parli
and the calling of an inter-
departmental inquiry by Immig-
gration Minister, Chris Hurford.
The ABC radio series claimed
that anything up to 150 Nazi
War Criminals entered Aus-
tralia in the aftermath of the

ing org rapresant-
ing the Jewish Community
such as the Executive coun-
cil of Australian Jewry have
particip i in the debat
about how to respond to this
issue. The President of the
Executive Council of Aus-
tralian Jewry, Les Caplan has
expressed support for Hur-
tord's decision to call an
internal inguiry.

Jeremy Jones has been
intimately involved in the pre-
sentation of the ECAJ's
position on this issue. In his
talk, he will give an outline of
the issues involved and how
they should be responded to.
All students are invited to this
talk.

FREE PASSES
Lot's Wife has fifty double
passes to give away to the
film “After Hours." Because
we couldn’t think of a suitable
competition, the first fifty
people to come to Lot's Wife

INTERNATIONAL
ESSAY COMPETITION
IUS S hed

BOOK CO-OP ANNUAL
GENERAL MEETING

=19
an International Essay Com-
petition within the framework
of the world wide campaign
“Education - a Right, Not a
Privilege”. The competition
covers the following topics:
1. llliteracy
2. Students' rights
3. The social problems of
students
4, The content, structure and
character of education
5. The transition from educa-
tion to work

Conditions: the essay should
not exceed 15 A4 typed
pages; participants should
be students at universities or
other institutions of higher
education.

The deadline for sending in
contributions to the competi-
tion has been extended to
September 15, 1986. The
winners will be invited to
attend the World Student
Forum  “Education and
Society”. Other prizes which
include cameras, T-shirts,
ete. and all participants will
recelive a free one-year sub-
scription to the monthly
World Student News, the
main IUS magazine, and
“Democratization ol Educa-
fion" a specialised US
quarterly.

Address:
17TH NOVEMBER STREET
11001 PRAGUE 01,
P.0.B. 58.
CZECHOSLOVAKIA

MONASH UNIVERSITY
PRIZE FOR POETRY - 1986

Undergraduates are now
invited to submit entries for
the Monash University Prize
for Poetry valued at $75.
Entries must be lodged with
the Registrar by 5.00pm on
Monday 1st Seplember,
1986.

Details of eligibility and entry
procedures have been pos-
ted on noticeboards around
the University. Further en-
quiries may be addressed to:
Mrs. Barbara Linsten, Admin-

Notice is hereby given that
the Tenth Annual General
Meeting of the Monash Co-
operative Bookshop Limited
will be held on Thursday Tth

Post Graduate
ENGLISH CONFERENCE
Monash University
June 27th - 28th
Papers from: Monash, Mel
bourne, Deakin and La Trobe,
Opening address (2 p.m,
Visual Arts Gallery) by John

Augustat 1.15pm at M h
University. The business for
the AG.M. will be published
soon [n accordance with
regulations.

MNominations are hereby
called for the position of
three directors of the Co-

Barnes, Prof of English,
La Trobe University.
Readings: Jennifer Strauss,
Philip Martin, Kerryn Gold-
sworthy and Carme| Bird.

MELB. UNI. LAW REVIEW
FRESH PASTA

op In e

with Model Rule B89{2), between 18th-28th June

nominationsotherthaninthe  Union Theatre, Melb. Uni

case of retiing directors 8.00 p.m.

shall be signed by two or Students$5 Others $8
more members and be Book: 818 1245

accompanied by a notice in
writing under the candidates
hand, signitying his/her can-
didature for office and shall
be lodged with the Secretary,
C/- Monash Co-operative
Bookshop Limited

Union Building,

Maonash University

Clayton, 3168

by 10.00am, 7/8/86.

AUSTRALIAN
DEMOCRATS
All interested persons are
welcome to hear their Vic-
torian representative in the
Senate.
SENATOR DON CHIPP
“Judges, Politicians and

VALLEJO GANTNER
TRAVEL AWARD

Second year undergraduates
in the Faculties of Arts and
Economics & Politics are
advised that applications for
a travel grant from the
Vallego Gantner Memorial
Travel Fund are now invited.
Details of the award and the
procedure for application
have been posted on notice-
boards in the Faculties of
Arts and Economics & Politics.
CLOSING DATE FOR APP-
LICATIONS IS FRIDAY 15TH
AUGUST, 1986.
Further information may be
btained from Mrs.
Linsten, Administrative Officer,
Registrar's Department.
(ext. 2091).

Organised Crime”
Wednesday, 25th June,
1 pm,R7 - i
DON'T MISS IT —ET,
MUKINUPIN 4

“Like Australia's own history,
Mukinupin's past is st d
in grog and guilt. What hap-
pens to & town that can't
forget?" Find out by seeing
instant Theatre's production
of “The Man from Mukinupin®,
by Dorothy Hewett The
season runs from 25th June
to 5th July atthe Open Stage,
MCAE, Carlton, at 8.00pm.
Tickets are $8 and $5 con-
cession, and bookings can

357

THE ECONOMIC CRISIS,
THE A.L.F. ACCORD
AND THE SOCIALIST
ALTERNATIUE

THURS 26 JUNE 1PM

SociausT ¥ Action

CRAC.

can have one.

Dol

and seri of any
on matter of principle be they

Nervous at
the wheel

WHAT is the best car a stu-
dent can buy? This issue
raises debate of the intensity

trail of purchasing an auto-
mobile that is simultaneously
inexpensive and reliable defend
their actions and their loyalties.
You will find that in any dis-

political, phil hical or
mathematical. There are so
many different opinions and
theories as individuals who
have blazed that hazardous

such as this, people
are loath to slag off at their own
cars, because to do so may
reveal severe personal inade-
quacies in logic and fore-

to be known, these people are
just in love with that type of
car and logical reasons to
criticise the Beetle on the
grounds such as it will roll
over and kill you at the drop of
a hat, and that it costs an
absolute bloody fortune to get
spare parts or to get things
fixed will hold no water.
Similarly people will stick
by the brand name that has
served them best. This explains
the rivalry between Holden
and Ford buyers. Buy an old
Holden and it lasts you to your
graduation and beyond with-
out needing anything other
than the odd tune up, and
you'll swear by the General for
life. The days will come when
you are relaxing over a port
with your yuppy friends, and
as talk turns inexorably to

istrative Officer, Registrar's be made on 67-4192 or 534-
Departmant {ext 2091). 5407,
thought. those good ol'days of uni you
Toexplain. People willhave will retell anecdotes of that
loyalties to particular models. wonderful car, how it got you
Volkswagen Beetle aficionados  to uni on time every time and
will always choose a Beetleas  the time you went down the
the most reliable car anyone coast in it for your first
canbuy,and willbe asgoodas  undergraduate dirty weekend.
their word for as long as their Indeed. It is not for me to
budgets restrict the type of car  persuade you on what type of
they can buy. If the truth were  car your should go for. It so

happens that I am a dedicated
Holden man myself, as my
dear old HQ provides me with
little trouble other than the
odd brake disaster and a
severe rust problem. I feel well
qualified, however, to do
something towards exploding
the myth that four cylinder
Japanese cars are preferable
in economic terms to six cylin-
der buses that Ausiralian
manufacturers were happy to
produce in the days of cheap
petrol.

The claim that aclagged out
Corolla is cheap to run is
nothing more than pure non-
sense. As any mechanic will
tell you, the moment the com-
pression in your engine goes,
and your propulsion involves
the consumption of copious
quantities of oil (revealed by

an horrendous cloud of blue
smoke you leave behind you
whereveryou go), then you are
wasting money on fuel. I
possessed an old two litre
Hiace and it was every bit as
expensive to run as the six
cylinder Holden 1 now
possess. Furthermore, it cost
a bloody fortune to get anyth-
ing fixed on the bugger. The
engine sat in the smallest
hatch I have ever seen, and
mechanics used to ring their
bank managers to tell them
the good news that they had
my van in the service bay to
perform hours of mechanical
microsurgery just to get to
where the problem was.

So, dear motorised readers,
beware the four cylinder. They
run like a bucket of shit when
they get older than the 5 years
life expectancy deliberately
built into these models by
manufacturers wanting their
consumers to buy and buy
again, Tread warily in the pur-
suit of cheap motoring. For in
motoring the old adage that
you ultimately get what you
paid for is a painfully true one
at that.
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SAFE RACING

THERE is no doubt that
motor racing is a dangerous
sport. But it should be made
as safe as it possibly can be,
without the car manufac-
turers skimping on safety for
performance sake. This, is
how Porsche are treating the
World Sport  Prototype
Championship, of which ‘24
hours of Le Mans’ is a round.
The relatively low safety
level in these extremely fast
Porsches has thrown this rac-
ing formula into a treach-
erous position.

In less than one year we have
seen the deaths of three top
drivers, all having at some stage
driven regularly in Formula
One, and at least one case of
serious injury. All of these
incidents happened in Porsches,
and it is these figures that
threaten the survival of this rac-
ing formula (officially known as
Group C).

Porsches have dominated
this class of racing for many
years., Whilst their dominance
is now looking a little shaky,
Porsche 956 and 962C still rep-
resent a majority of entries in
the fast C1 class. These cars
have become faster and faster
with no apparent improvement
in the secondary safety stan-

dards (secondary safety refers
to protection after/during a
crash). It is time that the
authorities acted by com-
pulsorally lifting the safety
requirements.*

Other manuf: s who

Some say it is strangled by
them, but this is the better way
to be. Next year's World Rally
Championship will be run on a
Group A formula, similar to our
touring cars, and without the

have recently built vehicles to
compete against the Porsche's
have designed into them higher
levels of driver protection. In
fact, last year when the TWR
Jaguars were just starting out,
team leader Tom Walkinshaw
commented on the poor secon-
dary safety standards of the
Porsches. A lot of people dis-
missed this as promotional hype
for his new team. Now, unfor-
tunately, more people are being
forced to listen to him.

Tom and his Jaguar outfit
have shown that there is no need
to have only the minimum
safety standards on a car to win
races. His cars, which do have
more than the minimum, have
won races and appear to be the
team most likely to break the
Porsche dominance. They have
done this without making sac-
rificial offerings to the God of
Performance,

FISA have shown in the past
that they are willing to actin the
name of safety. Formula One is
a good example as it is well pro-
tected with safety regulations.

1 10.00am

Qe————

STOP
PRESS

THE LIBRARY WILL BE RE-OPENING AS
NORMAL FROM SATURDAY JUNE 16TH.

5.00pm
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dously fast Group B
cars. Group B had turbo
charged mid-mounted engines
driving all four wheels, with
aerofoils all over the place to
keep the cars on the road.
Group B out-grew rallying - a
number of deaths were needed
to highlight this, but Group C
has not outgrown track racing. It
has just outgrown its safety
standards. There is now only
one option — make Group C
safer or perish.

Whilst Group C racing might
be at its lowest ebb for many
years the Australian Touring
Car Championship (ATCC) is
in its most exciting period since
the classic days of the early
seventies. This was never more
evident than at the recent
ATCC meeting at Calder.

An exciting 3 way dice forthe
lead in the title race on the new
track thrilled the huge crowd.
This battle did not settle down
until two laps from the finisi of
the race. With about % of the
race to go the race order was
Seton (Nissan Skyline), Bowe
(Volve 240T), and Fury

(Nissan Skyline). At this stage
Seton was cruising and was
about 2 secondsin frontof Bowe
and looking set for a win after
battling hard for the lead.

For some inexplicable reason,
but probably due to brake pro-
blems, Seton span out of the
lead. Track order was now
Bowe, Fury, Seton. Suddenly in
the last few laps Bowe slowed
down, Fury took the lead on the
last lap Seton too passed Bowe;
final race order Fury (an early
leader), Seton and then the
unfortunate Bowe.

The Skylines and the Volvos
are Class B cars, and they
fought it out for outright hon-
ours, What about the other
classes? Class A saw an
interesting but more settled dice
between Crosby, Brock and
Harvey, all in Commodores.
The New Zealand privateer
Crosby won this against the two
Dealer Team cars of Brock and
Harvey. Class C saw yet
another win to John Smithin the
incredible little Toyota Corolla
Twin Cam.

Congratulations must go to
Bob Jane for turning the once
boring Calder track into a
terrific circuit. His new additions
were a hit with the drivers and
the spectators. To show that
Bob is not happy with Touring

Cars alone, he is currently
building a huge speedway bowl
for American style stock cars -
called NASCAR.

Back in the land of the living,
the touring cars move interstate
before retuming to Victora on
June 29 for a meeting at Win-
ton, near Benalla. A greatday is
to be had at Winton as it is a
great circuit for spectators and
makes a nice day trip up the pic-
turesque Maroondah highway.

ATCC points - 1, Francevic
(Volvo), 159; 2, Fury (Nissan),
130; 3, Longhurst (BMW),
110; with three rounds remain-
ing.

*My comments of Porsche
956 and 962Cs in no way refer
tothe road going Porsches (911,
924, 944, 928, 959). Porsche’s
standards on the road are so
high that all other car manufac-
turers aim for them, Here there
is no skimping.

1 am trying to start a Monash
University Motor Racing Sup-
porters Club and need founding
members. We aim to promote
Motor Racing as a more access-
ible sport for all, not just mem-
bers. If you are interested in
joining, contact Andrew Clarke
on 256 993 or leave your name
at Lot’s Wife and T will chase
you.

Andrew Clarke
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