© Monash Student Association (Clayton) Incorporated (MSA). Lot’s Wife is published on behalf of MSA. All enquiries about the
reproduction and communication of material from Lot’s Wife should be directed to MSA.

Photograph by Julian Burnside



© Monash Student Association (Clayton) Incorporated (MSA). Lot’s Wife is published on behalf of MSA. All enquiries about the reproduction and communication of material from Lot’s Wife should be directed to MSA.


[HE UNION BOARD

REPORTS OF JULY 1372 MEETING

Resignation

At this meeting, notice was re-
ceived of the resignation from the
Board of the Monash Research
Studems’  Association repre-
sentative, Mr. G. M. Brown.
Proposed Amendments to the
Union Constitution

The Board's dati are

day or $2.00 per week from the
Union Agency and. after hours,
from the Union Desk The Board
will consider purchasing other
ems of equipment on the basis of
the demand.

Union Radio Station
The Board has approved of the

now under consideration by the
University Council and by the Pro-
fassorial Board.
“Contact”-Type Service
This is at present operating from
Meeting Rooms 1 and 2 and con
sidaration is to be given to alter-
native premises if the organisers
hnd them to be desirable

of the Envi
The Board has given high prority
to the preservation of the environ-
ment insofar as it relates o the
Union and wishes 1o make provi-
sion in the 1973 Union budget for
positive action in this direction
Investigations by the ER.1.C. Com-
mittee have indicated that the
best results are likely 1o be ob-
tained from concentrated action
on & limited number of proposais
With this point in mind, the Board
15 axamining a long list of sugges-
tions for action with the object of
implementing proposals  which
have a real chance of improving or
protecting the environmant
As some members will have
naticed, the soft-drink dispensing
machines outside the Commer
cial Bank have been put out of
action by persons unknown The
Board has asked that the mach-
ines remain out of action until the
environmental implications of
the use of steel cans, dispensed by
these machines, are established
and appropriate action decided
upon
Equipment Hiring Service
In addition to the existing Union
equipment loan service, the
Board has now introduced an
equipment hirning service which
will enable members to hire
equipment for off-campus pur-
poses at competitive rates At
present portable typewriters are
available for hire at B0 cents per

Intro t in the Union of a
radio station on a pilot scale, for a
trial period during which it is
hoped to gauge members’
response to the idea of & perma-
nent radio station, The propesal is
for a variety of programmes to
be transmitted to two or three
amplifiers in the Union building
for several hours daily. Expendi-
ture on the pilat scheme is to be
kept to 8 minimum and, in the
event of the project being aban-
doned. most of the equipment pur-
chased for it could be used to ad-
vantage in the Union, The gues-
tion of an appropriate controlling
body for the radio station is to be
further discussed

3PR Radio Station

The Board considered a8 reguest
from a Union member relating to
the “pirate” radio station. The
request was that the Union PA,
sysiem be made available at lunch-
times to relay 3PR programmas
to a greater proportion of Union
membars: The request was nat
accepted for reasons which in
cluded the fact that the noise level
in the Union was soon to be
temporarily increased by the
introduction of the pilot schama
for 8 Union radio station and be-
cause the Board was not in favour
of compulsory listening baeing im
posed on Union members, As an
alternative the Board decided to
purchase a radio set for general
use by Union members who could
tune into any part of the radio fra-
Quancy band.

Infra-Red Servery Heaters

The instaliation of infra-red ser-
very heaters over the bain manes in
the main dining and gnil rooms
has been approved as a means of
keeping hot food hotter

Anti-Conscription “Seige” — 19th-
20th July
The Board discussed at length
various aspects of the “seige” and
mepercussions in the form of a
number of complaints from Union
membars. At its next meeting.
the Board is to discuss a method
of enabling Union members in gen-
eral to express an opinion on
controversial matters relating to
unusual use of Union premises.
The Board considered that the
safety of Union members within
the Union should be regarded as
of major importance at all times
and that certain aspects of safety
were overlooked during the anti-
conscription “seige”. It urged that.
in future, more attention be given
o such aspects.
Special Membership Categories.
The Board decided to retain a
special membership category for
non-University persons, such as
C.5.1.R.0. staff members, at an in-
creased annual fee of $1500 as
from 1873. Persons nominated by
sporting clubs are to continue to
pay & special Sports & Recreation
Association membership fee of
$10.00 pa. which carries playing
rights only and no general Union
entitlements, except for accident
insurance cover. Membership In
this category is subject to annual
review
Other items discussed at this meet-
ing inchuded:
Fairfiald Hospital Squash Courts
Union Men's Hairdresser
Review of 1972 Budgets
Policy re Allocation of
Contingency Funds
Pharmacy
A more detalled report of this
meeting is contained in the min
utes which are posted on the offi
cial Union noticeboard and are
available at the distribution point
to the side of the Union Desk At
the request of the organisations
concerned, the general distn-
bution of minutes to MAS and C
& 5. letterboxes has been discon-
tinued
G.P.T. SWEENEY
Warden of the Union
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LETTERTO THEMMTER

Recent steps to increase student representation on Council
have involved making an approach to Parliament to alter the
Monash University Act. The Honorable Minister for Educa-
tion was apparently most concerned that insufficient
numbers of loyal businessmen, public servants, judges and
parliamentarians would remain to keep Monash quiet and
productive, so the Vice-Chancellor added his weight to the
forces of liberalisation by sending the letter below to Lind-
say Thompson Louis was quick to assure him that Monash
Council was proud of its long history as a body unrepre-
sentative of students and staff. Moreover, Louis explained,
the present “balance of our Council” would not be upset by
the proposed changes.

One wonders just where lies the centre of gravity of this
“balance”

Copy of letter from the Vice-Chancellor to the Minister of Educa
14th June, 1972
Monash University Act — Proposed Changes

Following our conversation the other day you may find it helpful 10 have
tha attached tables showing. in summary form, the present and proposed
membership of the Monash Council togather with corresponding tables
for Melbourne and La Trobe In each case | have shown whether the
membaers in each category would be drawn from outside or inside the
University, the totals are as lollows

External Internal Total
29 g a6

Monash — presant 2
Monash — proposed 25 14
Melboume 23 18
La Trobe 18 14
If you and the other members of the Government were concerned lest
we were seeking to upset the balance of our Council by introducing an
undue proportion of m}mbnrs of staff and students | hope that these
figures will reassure you,
So far as the proposedchange in Section 32. relating to the expenditure
of funds by the student body, s concerned the position is that dis-
cussions are proceeding hers which may lead to the additions to this
Section becoming redundant It would be best, therefore. if considera-
tion of this proposed change were postponed for the time being. .
Yours sinceraly
. A, L. Matheson)
Vice-Chancelior

Graduations Section,
Buliding,

Bludenis intending to proceed to Honours during 1873
should NOT complote a degres form, but If the Honours course
Is subsagquently abandaned the form should be lodged forthwith

on forms are available ot the Student Records Counter,
Administration Bullding.

It you have gualified and hawve applied to take out your
degree, you will recelve gradustion detalls in the mail during
Fabruary/March, 1873.

DIPLOMA IN EDUCATION STUDENTS :
Diploma in Education studenis are not required o apply
Diplamas will be awarded in absentis during April or May, 1673,
to all those students who aualify during 13?.— of early in !‘.l\‘l
o BUTOHAR
AGATENIC nimsﬂ-—..-

GRADUATION APPLICATIONS

I you expect, by the end of 1872, to have qualified for
the awarding of
To Graduate” Form NOW and return if immediately to the
Studani RAocords Office, Administration

your degrow, plesss complete an

Applicatian

COMMONWEALTH SCHOLARSHIPS

Application Forms for Commonwealth
Scholarships and Advanced Education
Scholarships are now avallable from the
Student Records Counter, Administration
Building.

Closing date for applications Is:

30th SEPTEMBER, 1972

Late applications have little chance of
success.

Please post application forms to the
address on the form

TO THE UNIVERSITY

J. D. BUTCHART,
ACGADEMIC REGISTRAR
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EVICTIONS: CANBERRA T0 MONASH

Amid the awesome Red-Barn atmosphere of the Blackwood Hall foyer,
the Minister with the most prolific portfolios, including that of Black-
Appeasement, Mr. Peter Howson, recently opened an exhibition of
Art of the Western Pacific. Art by all the region's quaint indigenes.
especially Aborigines, was to be displayed.

It was really a very civilised affair. All the nicest

people came along.

But alas! the idyll was broken by a rude interjec-
tor — a Mr. John Varley raving something about
hypocrites and Aboriginal Embassies — poor

low obviously didn't derstand the impor-

g -4

The organisers even managed to find and invite a
chappie, Mr.

TERRIBLY articulate Aboriginal
Bruce McGuiness.

J“} N >

Luckily two of the schoolmasters — Prof. Cum-
mings and Dr. Hiscock — whickly removed the
culprit. Even invited members of Council have to
know their place.

Mr. Howson explained to the guests what terribly
important work his Ministry was doing preserv-
ing Aboriginal art.

Cool as a cucumber our tenacious Minister talked
on. The delightful art exhibition opened as
though nothing had happened.

The fallowing is & copy of a letter sent to Dr. J. A, L. Matheson,

Dear Sir,
| am writing to you to express my feelings regarding the inci-
dent at the “Art of the Waestern Pacific’’ display on
10/8/72 in the Foyer of the Blackwood Hall,
| feel that the treatment, received by Mr. John Varley, was
completely and utterly uncalled for. The rough-house tactics
employed by two members of the university staff, was of the
type, meted out to dissenting Aborigines. at the recent
Abaoriginal Embassy protest in Canberra.
Mr. Varley, addres Mr. Howson, on the issue of
Aboriginal Affairs, and because of this. he was thrown
{bodily) out of the foyer, | likewise interjected Mr. Howson
on the same topic, but was not touched. Had | continued to
question Mr. Howson on the hypocrisy of his statements, |
too would have been thrown out. bodily. by the roughs who
had ejected Mr. Varley.
Am | to assume. by this action, that if anyone in future,
protests against the vile treatment of Aborigines. they will be
treated the same as Mr. Varley? | hope that you can enlighten
me on this matter.
Finally. 1 am requesting that Mr. Varley receive a written
apology from the organisers of the display at the earliest
possible time.
Yours sincerély,

Bruce B. McGuiness

Photography Pp 2 and 3 by Julian
Burnside.

APPLICATIONS ARE INVITED FOR

EDITOR

of the

1973 Orientation
Hanboook

Salary $250-$350 with allowance for production expenses.

Apply In writing, including experience in publications and

in student activities, to the Chairman of the Orientation
Handbook Sub-Committee, c¢/o. Secretary, M.A.S,

APPLICATIONS CLOSE 8/9/72

MONASH

UNIVERSITY BOOK
SHOP

WE NOW HAVE IN STOCK
A COMPLETE RANGE OF
SCIENTIFIC AMERICAN
OFFPRINTS-EACH 30 CENTS

Cat Stevens tour-“Mona Bone Jokon”
“Teaser and the Firecat”
“Tea for the Tillerman’

now available in the bookshop record bar
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Front cover of the "Rules of the Croa

tian Liberation Movement

What more can the Croatian nazi Ustasha move-
ment do to prove their existence in Australia?

Set up a series of publications
which glorify the Ustasha
movement, use all its sym-
bols, terminology, and wor-
ship all its leaders? It has been
done.

Set up organisations headed by
former war cnminals 0 naz-
occupied Croatia? That has been
done

Advocate terronst violence by gun
explosives and other means in their
publications? That has been done
too.

Actually bomb Yugoslav consulates,
Serbian churches, pnvate homes,
and for good measure a bank mig
rant adwisory centre with a display of
Yugoslav dolls? That has also been
dong

Accumulate hoards of gelignite
fuses, detonators. firearms with
manuals for therr use and the mak
ing of time-bombs? They have done
that too.

Recruit groups of men to go to Yugo-
slavia on terrgrist missions? That
has been done on at least three
occasions,

THE EVIDENCE

Although stacks of evidence exist
on all these points, one should per-
haps give Attorney-General Green-
wood the benefit of the doubt (he is
informed by the Commonwealth
Police) and for the umpteenth time
present a fraction of the material
again

1. Propaganda:

There 15 always an attractive display
of literature on sale on Sunday
outside the Croatian Catholic
church in Chifton Hill. Let us take for
example a 56-page brochure priced
at $3.50 on the 30th anniversary
of the Croatian National Assembly
— 1942-1972

Dealing with Croatia in 1942 when
the Ustasha were in their heyday,
the book is crawling with the
symbol "'U”, swastikas, nazi
salutes, fascist troops, and glorifica-
tion of the Ustasha regime. (See
pictures).

On page 19, under a picture of
puppet leader Pavelic being greeted
at the door of Zagreb cathedral by
Archbishop Stepinac  and other
clergy, there is a reference to one
priest as “'Ustasha Reverend””

Much of the book is devoted to a
chronicle of the war — from the
Axis viewpoint. On page 43, we
read with pride that on May 22
1942, Hitler “with special atten-
tion praised the Croatian infantry
battalion on the Eastern front, that
they were surprisingly good in the
fighting, and gave acknowledg-
ment to the Croatian armed forces.”
On pages 45 and 46, the Croatian
air force comes in for praise. on Sep
tember 11, 1942 from naz Ger
many's General -Colonel von Rich
thofen and on October 7 from none

Page 4 —

other than Reichsmarschall Goer
ing

Throughout the publication struts
Fuhrer Pavelic. giving the naa
salute, inspecting troops. greeting
envoys of other fascist powers
There are stacks of publicauons
like this one

2. Organisations.

The Ustasha in Australia is not a
single maonolithic orgarsation
rather it is a number of groupings.
more or less co-ordinated. which
carry out Ustasha aims and activi
ties. The groups range from social
and sporting clubs to secret terronst
“troikas

In February and March this year,
some 12 organisations including
the Croatian Liberation Move-
ment, the Croatian Clergy. the
Croatia Soccer Club and others were
represented at a meeting under
the chairmanship of Fr. J. Kasic
where a co-ordinating committee
was formed. President of the com-
mittee is Mr. Srecko Rover.

As well as promoting the Ustasha n
fact, some groupings explicitly
state their allegiance to this move
ment, Recently, for example, the
Constitution of the Croatian
Liberation Movement came to light
for the first tme outside the inner
circles. Rules 1 and 4 nail the
Ustasha colors to their mast. The
world leader of this outfit, Dr
Stjepan Hefer, who lives in Argen-
tina makes no secret of his Ustasha
label. (See picture.)

The ultimate form of organisation is
the terrorist structure descrnibed in
a booklet called “Kletva' — The
Oath. Calling for "individual terror
and sabotage”. the booklet des-
cribes the ‘“trolka” method of
organisation whereby three men
form the basic organisation. One
man is the chief, another is the intelli
gence officer, and the third is the
“mine-layer” At least one copy of
this book has been seized by State
police along with a quantity of gelig-
nite

3. Advocacy of violence
Publications such as "~Pregled” (a
magazine edited by Srecko Roverl,
Spremnost, and Osvit (a weekly
Melbourne-based  paper| repeat-
edly advocate violence Overseas
imported papers such as Hrvatska
Gruda, and Obrana, are at least as
bad

Some examples. "Pregled” on one
page of its March 1972 edition pub
lished a poem praising the
assassins of the Yugoslav Am-
bassador in Sweden. a picture of a
pistol with a silencer. and a picture
of a sniper in a tree. "Uzdanica'
[organ of Creatian Youth) pub
lished pictures of the same two
assassins with & laudatory article
and a call to follow their example
The Washington-based paper
“"Hrvatska Borba' in its May issue
published a picture of anti-Ustasha
campaigner  Marijan  Jurjevic
together with his name and
address. Underneath was a gentle

Lot's Wife, Monday, August 28, 1972
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From the brochure ‘Ustasha 1941-197 1", widely sold in Australia for 85 Pictured 1s Dr
Stjepen Hefer, a fellow war criminal of Ante Pavelic. Fuhrer of the nazi State. He is des
cribed in the caption as the 'president of the Croatian Liberation Movement’ Note
the large ‘U’ symbol on the rostrum, and the flag, which is the one displayed at soccer

matches in Australia by Ustasha thugs

hint in the form of a diagram of a
time bomb with electrical circuits,
clock, and gelignite. The booklet
“Kletva' Isee above) says in black
and white “The troika should terror-
ise individuals who hamper our
revolutionary ideas , . ,*"

4. Actual violence.

Judging by the public statements of
Senator Greenwood, the greatest
menaces to law and order in this
country are trade unionists and
draft resisters. Imagine the furore if
one of them used a stick of gelig
nite to make a point. Yet Ustasha
targets have been hit at least ten
times by gelignite bombs. and the
Senator did not feel impelled to
remark on the subject of law and
order

Yugoslav consulates have been hit
three times, and there have been
three bomb attempts on Mr Jur-
jevic.  Other targets include a

cinema showing a Yugoslav film, a
bank with a display of Yugoslav
dolls, and a travel agency. This is not
to mention the “'minor’ assaults
which occasionally find their way
into  suburban newspapers and
magistrates courts

A fuller, but far from complete hst of
Ustasha crimes of wviolence
appeared in Lot's Wife on May 1 this
year

Soccer games, particularly when
Croatia played JUST (Yugoslav
team] or Hakoah (Jewish]), some-
how bring out the wiolent ten
dencies of the Ustasha thugs. whose
favourite chant is: “Jedan. dva, tn
Ustase smo mi!” ("One, two. three
Ustasha are we!”] Curnously, the
number of Croats playing for
Croatia was less than those playing
far JUST, and if names count for any
thing. less than the number of Jews




DOESN T EXIST

DAVE DAVIES
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From an expensive brochure, selling a1 $3 50 outside the Croatian Catholic Church at
Clifton Hill {Vie.) It shows the Fuhrer of the puppet Croatian State, Ante Pavelic, with
representatives of other fascist Axs powers, during a parade of Ustasha armed forces

during the war. Note the nazi German

with the ka. The booklet

refers in warm terms to the German overlords, without whose invasion of Yugoslavia

the puppet state could not have been set up

playing for Hakoah. The violence is
hardly ever reported in the press,
The Croats playing for JUST cop it
worst of all. At one game, the police
tried to remove an Ustasha flag. but
were done over and shoved out of
the grandstand.

On three occasions, terrorist groups
including people from Australia
have entered Yugoslavia — with
disastrous results to them. In 1948,
the “'Kavran group” was wiped out
In 1963, nine young terrorists were
either killed or captured. And again
in July this year, 19 terrorists were
killed in Bosnia in Yugoslavia At
least eight of them came from Aust-
ralia.

5. Terrorist training in Australia.

What evidence is there that terror-
ists have actually been recruited
and trained in Australia? Part of the
recruiting system has already been

described, with gullible young
Croats, disoriented in & strange
country and open to inflammatory
propaganda being funnelled
through the wvarious groups into
tarronsm

Captured in Yugoslavia in the 1964
venture, one Stanko Zdrilic told a
court that he had received training
through the Croatian Catholic
center at Woollahra, Sydney. But
there is no need to rely on Yugoslav
sources

In 1963, uniformed members of the
Croatian  Liberation Movement
(Croatian initials HOP) were photo-
graphed with units of the Australian
army training near Wodonga. The
photographs  showed them with
Australian automatic weapons and
an armoured personnel carrier. On
their uniforms was the symbol “U"
(See pictures. Lot's Wife, May 1
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Front cover of the "Rules of the Croa-
tian Liberation Movement™

1972) A circular letter from the
HOP leaders to those taking part in
the training camp came to light. All
this caused quite a scandal, and
assurances by the then Army
Minister that the HOP men had
wandered into a paddock by mis-
take did not wash very well.

Since then, evidence of training in
large groups has been hard to come
by, but the use of the “troika”
system has been well established
by both documents and actual
occurrences.

On June 27 this year. four young
Croats were committed for trial on
charges of unlawful possession of
explosives. A few weeks pre-
viously, one of them had given
himself up. handing over a bag con-
taining 238 sticks of gelignite with
fuses and detonators. He had taken
the materials from a cache in the
bush near the Acheron Way past
Warburton where he had helped
bury them.

When members of the Victorian
police went with him to the spot,
they found three other young Croats
there with rifles. They were in the
process of making a training camp
Also found were terrorist training
manuals and instructions for
making time bombs, as well as some
tomponents. In  the committal
proceedings, police presented
evidence of statements by the men
that they had trained in the use of
firearms and bombs “for Croatia”. A
bizarre story was told of recruiting
with @ combination of threats,
brainwashing and the promise of
“adventure”.

One young man in a statement to
police stated explicitly that he had
been trained by means of manuals
on guerrilla warfare in the use of
i Iki detc S,  gun-
powder, and batteries. He had prac-
tised with pistol and rifle.
On the very same day, an explosion
resounded through the Latrobe
Valley, being heard from Yallourn to
Trafalgar. The army had been
called in to dispose of some B0
sticks of gelignite from another
Ustasha cache near Moe
A group of citizens who held a
deputation to the then Chief Sec-
retary Mr. R. Hamer were shown a
long list of other arms and explos-
ives confiscated from Croats. Per-
haps Senator Greenwood does not
know of this. Perhaps he is ignor-
ant of the fact that a leading
Ustasha man in Queensland has
access to a secret military estab-
lishment near Toowoomba (where
he must pass three separate guard
posts to gain admission
Readily available is the authentic
list of the names of the 19 killed in
Yugoslavia in July (This is not the
spurious one printed by a right-wing
Serbo-Croatian language paper in
Sydney about which a fuss has been
made.) The real list has been pub-
lished in Yugoslavia, and 15 in the
hands of the international news
agencies. Yet the impression is
givan that the list is a deadly secret
Is this to save Senator Greenwood
further embarrassment in  rela-

tion to terrorist training in Aust-
ralia? Would the list prove that at
least some of the terrorists left
Australia very recently indeed,
strongly indicating that they were
both recruited and trained for the
mission in this country?

Conclusion

CONCLUSION

It is hard to believe that this informa-
tion — and more — is not available
to Senator Greenwood. Why then
his dogged denials of the very exist-
ence of the Ustasha in Australia?

Two reasons are suggested. Firstly,
there is his and the government's
anti-communism which seems to
sanctify anything, This bias is
revealed, for example, by the failure
to publicise or display the veritable
arsenals confiscated from extreme
right-wing Croats while rocks and
missiles allegedly picked up after
anti-war demonstrations are
widely exhibited in the press and on

y. top Liberals are deeply
involved in patronising various
Ustasha groups and functions.
McMahon, Mackay, and Went-
worth are three Ministers involved.
Mr. R. Solomon MHR has been
photographed at a function of the
Croatian Liberation Movement
celebrating the nazi victory on April
10, 1941. In the photograph is the
slogan “Glory to the Fuhrer of the
independent State of Croatia. Dr
Ante Pavelic” and the name of Dr.
Stjepan Hefer

As well as organising Taiwanese
cricket and basketball teams Mr.
Douglas Darby MLA in New South
Wales often turns up at Ustasha
functions. claiming to represent
the NSW Premier Sir Robert (“Ride
over the bastards’) Askin, Liberal
coddiing of the Ustasha goes back
to the days when Opperman was
Immigration Minister

Mr. Fabian Lovokovic -of Sydney is
the editor of the paper Spremnost
and a "senator” of HOP. He is also a
member of the Liberal Party’'s Mig-
rant Advisory Council. He takes pride
in photographs of himself with
McMahon at functions of the latter
body

Action detrimental to such people
would be most embarrassing to
the Liberal Party

Administrative action is not the only
course open to Senator Greenwood
and his colleagues, Political pres-
sure through public opinion is an
important factor in reducing the
scope of Ustasha action, as they rely
to some degree on acceptance as a
“respectable’”, anti-communist,
genuine liberation moveent

Yet Senator Greenwood, at time of
writing, has publicly criticised only
one person in Australia of Croatian
origin. That man is anti-Ustasha
campaigner Jurjevic.

o it

Dave Davies is a journalist for the
Communist Party of Australia’s
weekly, Tribune. An article of his on
the Ustasha appeared in Lot's Wife

on May 1, this year
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Chris Eastman-Nagle (L. W. July 24, 1972) spends much of his/her
{77) open letter to the History Department committing the
crimes he inveighs against, in particular that of advocating
ideologically committed history. From a standpoint of the True
Critique of Industrial Capitalism (the Gospel according to St.
Chris), he impartially attacks the unfortunate Karl Popper, the
History Department and modern capitalism for ramming uncritical
acceptance of the status quo down the innocent throats of
undergraduates, and bewails the deadly effect it has had on his

own thinking.

What Chris fails to realize is that no
humanities course, especially no
History course, ought be founded on
ideological considerations. Such a
course would be a negation of the
aims and objectives of the Uni-
versity. (Of course. | realize that
modern Universities are employed
by the powers-that-be as degree
factories and that they do not
recognize the ancient principles of
autonomy and academic freedom
memo L Goldschlager but, as
Chris points out, there is more scope
in  the humanities for an
untrammelled approach than in
other fields). A History course
structured upon leftist or marxst
critique of capitalism would be just
as bad as the "history” taught in the
Chinese Peoples Republic, the Third
Reich or the Soviet Union. There is
nothing funnier than the Marxist
analysis of the French Revolution
is France's emergence from

“feudalism”, for instance.
aire history, of all schools, 15 to be
condemned vigorously, and it is this

not merely the rise of
authoritarianism between the
World Wars — which is the subject
of Karl Popper's analyses. The work
most relevant here 1s not his Open
Society and Its Enemies, but The
Poverty of Historicism, wherein
Popper demonstrates the funda-
mental logical and methodological
fallacies of “scentific’ and pre-
dictive Histary. The fact that he fails
to adequately analyse capitalism
and its flaws in the Open Society
and |ts Enemies does not negate his
central point on histaricism: that any
atternpt. Marxist, fascist, hiberal or

Doctrin-

whatever, to force history intoc a

fixed schema is false

The point needs to be made that it 1s
not the task of the histonical dis-
ciplineg to make value-judgements
on the merits of capitalism
socialism, fascism et al. That is
always a problem for the individual
and any attempt to invest History
with this function will lead to a
perversion of the field and the
destruction of its integrity (in the
sense of cohesion). The logical con
sequences of ideologically-
committed history are well brought
out in two important and under
rated works — The Problem of
Historical Knowledge: An Answer
to Relativism, by Maurice Mandel-
baum and The Practice of History by
the eminent Tudor scholar, G R
Elton. The heart of Mandelbaum's
work s a refutation of the
proposition accepted as a truism

by Chns, that “each generation
reinterprets its own history”  This
notion is hardly original, by the way

consider Carl Becker's article
“Everyman His Own Historian”' in
the American Historical Review of
1932 What Mandelbaum does is
to show that History, if it i1s to have
any meaning and integnity as a
discipline, has to take a rigidly objec
tive line. If it does not, the result is a
hustorical Tower of Babel. as each
writer follows his own "-ism"” and
becomes quite unmintelgible to
those who espouse a different
cause, Without an objective goal
|being human, we cannot reach it
but it 1s necessary to aspire just the
same), it would be quite impossible
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to distinguish the dross from the
gold. History would be reduced to an
anarchic jungle, a tangle of contra-
dictory standards and ideas without
any way of comparing and
analysing them in order to find the
truth. Without objectivity we have a
reductio ad absurdum,

Elton is far less profound. All he
says is that the object of an under-
graduate History course ought not to
be to make students deeply conver-
sant with any particular area of
History, but to show them the
objective methodology and demon-
strate it on some widely separated
examples. Now if Chris is attacking
the History Department for its
failure to do this, well and good. But
if he is merely advocating the
introduction of ideologically-
committed courses, as | suspect he
is, then he is guilty of the very error
he attacks. Having taken my degree
elsewhere, | am not sufficiently
conversant with the Department’s
methods to make a sure statement
but from what | have seen of course
outlines., essay topics exam
questions and from talks with
students, the error of ideological
commitment s not particularly
apparent in the Department It
would seem to be a reasonable
selection of matenal though &
trifle  nparrow in  scope and

certainly those essay topics | have
seen on the whole offer wide range
for originality of approach if one has
the wit to seize the opportunity. In
fact, almost any essay topic (apart
from those moron-oriented
questions calling for straight narra-
ton) in History can be treated
originally given sufficient originality
in the writer, It is more a matter of
individual imagination than anything
else.

Moreover, as one who has taken
four years of History, Chris ought to
know better than to try and draw an
analogy between a modern-day
History essay and the Confucian
"eight-legged” essay of Imperial
China. Two points can be made in

this connexion — firstly, that the
Confucian system of thought
nurtured some of the maost brilhant
minds humanity has produced (eg
Chu Hsi), and secondly. that the
“gight-legged” essay was a rigidly
stereotyped piece of work quite
unlike a question where the only
restriction is that one keeps ones
answer below x words and |um|.
its relevance

In conclusion, it is worthwhile
remembering that it is not the place
of the discipline but the place of the
individual to make value-judge
ments, and that even were the
discipline  needlessly  restrictive
which History s not such
judgements can be made quite
independently of any recognized
field of study. It should also be borne
in mind by those who favor the
committment of academic thought
to this or that "-ism'" that once such
a step is taken, academic freedom
is dead. It is at present very neces
sary to defend the University from
such outside invasions, whether
they be inspired by so-c i
"commonsense’ notions of !Iu
or by someone’s pet political theory
Chris’s open letter falls into the latter
category. | would like ta remind him
of two things — the first from the
great German scholar von Ranke

ry has been assigned the

office of judging the past, of
instructing the present for the bene-
fit of future ages. To such high
offices this work does not aspire: it
wants only to show what actually
happened
The second is Karl Popper's dedi
cation of The Poverty of Historicism:
In memory of the countless men
and women of all creeds or nations
or races who fell victims to the
fascist and communist belief in
Inexorable Laws of Historical
Destiny.

GARY BROWN,

Postgrad. History
P.S The past is our ally it gave us
birth




GROWTH MUST BE STOPPED.

Review: “The Limits to Growth”, D.L. Meadows et al. Potomac
Associates (1972) Earth Island Ltd., London.
By the Limits to Growth Study Group: Co-ordinator, L. Adamson.

(ext. 3723).

GROWTH

The numbers in this table were estimated by the reviewers from
the computer plots in the book. They are given to allow compari-
sons of model behaviour under different conditions. As noted
in the text, the absolute values are subject to uncertainty but
the authors believe that the relative values in different runs can
be validly compared, at least up to the point where collapse

commences.

The population figures are based on a world population of

3.600 million in 1970.
The assumed conditions were as
follows:
No. 35: No major change in pre-
sent physical. social, or economic
relationships
No. 37: As for No. 35 except that
resources are here assumed to be
unlimited
No. 39. As for No. 37 except that
pollution is reduced, per umit of
production, to % the 1970 level
No. 40: As for No. 39 except that
in addition, agricultural produc-
tivity is doubled.
No. 46: Eight deliberate
ions imposed (see text)
Is industrial society doomed? Was
Malthus right? Is there merit in
trapolating current growth
ds to predict catastrophic
consequences of such growth?
The Club of Rome is a group which
is vitally interested in these gues-
tions. As a result of decisions by
the group. the systems analysis
approach developed at M.IT. has
been used to construct a world
model which examines the actions
and interactions of wvarious social
and political processes in support-
ing and ultimately, limiting the
growth of human population and
productions on the planet. These
computer generated results are
presented and discussed in “The
Limits to  Growth”, by Dennis
Meadows et al
In constructing the model. experts
and the available literature in such
fields as demography, economics.
rition, geology, etc. were con-
ed. The authors then made
quantified estimates and assump-
tions of the casual inter-relation-
ships among the various process-
es included in their model. With the
computer they then calculated the
consequences, with time, of the
simultaneous operation of these
relationships and the influence of
quantitative or qualitative
changes in the various compon-
ents of the model.

restrict-

A series of the resultant computer
plots are presented in the book.
Each plot, with a vertical scale of
amount and a horizontal scale of
time (1900 to 2100AD), gives cur-
ves for population, industrial out-
put per capita. food per capita,

pollution, and non-renewable re-
sources. Although, the outputs are
specific with regard to both times
and levels of growth and collapse,
the authors emphasise that these
numerical values are only approx-
imate. However, because the same
scales were used for all of the com-
puter runs, the results from differ-
ent runs may be compared. Some
of the information contained In
the curves for population and food
per capita for five of these plots are
presented in the accompanying
table — The first example, given as
figure 35 in the book, is the “stan-
dard”’ run for which it was assumed
that present trends will continue
unchanged until reversed by
natural forces. The standard run
showed population increase to a
level of about 11,000 million (slight-
ly more than three times the 1870
population). followed by a rapid
decrease of 5,800 million by 2100.
After 2010, the amount of food per
capita also decreased drastically
and had declined, by 2100, to
about one third the 1970 level. In
this standard model. population
growth was halted and reversed
by the decreases of food and medi-
cal services which were in turn dic-
tated by the depletion of natural
resources

LIMITS

One of the major insights of the
study is that it would be futile to try
to avert the excessive growth and
subsequent collapse by bringing
under contral only one — or even
two of three — of the potential lim-
its to growth. Removal of one re-
striction merely allows the next
limit to operate. Thus, in the stan-
dard run described above the bas-
ic limit to growth was resource de-
pletion. However in another run (no,
37) the supply of natural resour-
ces was assumed to be unfimited.
The effect was to cause the cessa-
tion of population growth at about
the same time as in the standard run
and as even more catastrophic col-
lapse due to pollution. Provision of
unlimited resources merely
changed the immediate cause of
the collapse: it did not ameliorate

it In fact, the disaster was more se-
vere if judged in terms of the ex-
cess of deaths over births during
the collapse phase.

When in turn it was assumed that
not only were resources unlimit-
ed but pollution was reduced one
quarter the 1970 value (no. 39).
population growth continued
somewhat delayed but the end re-
sult was little changed. In this
model the ultimate limit to growth
was imposed by the availability of
arable land. If, to avoid the food
crisis of No. 39, agricultural pro-
ductivity is doubled (in addition to
the pollution and resource policies
of the previous run) so many con-
straints to growth are removed
that population and industry reach
very high levels and a paollution
crisis ensues despite the pollution
controls (No. 40). In terms of net
deaths. the collapse in this case is
more severe than in any of the pre-
VIOus runs.

Varnous other conditions (such as
stabilisation of population growth
in 18975) or combinations of condi-
tions were also tested and found to
lead to collapse. However it was
found that a stable equilibrium (46)
could be predicted if it was assum-
ed that industrial investment is
stabilised in 1990 and that in addi-
tion, the following changes are
made in 1975;

1. Stabilisation of population;

2, Pollution generation and re-
source consumption per unit of in-
dustrial output are reduced to one
quarter the 1970 value:

3. Economic consumption shifted
towards services (education
health) and away from material
goods;

4. Capital investment in agriculture
is increased and altered to give
priority to soill preservement and
enrichment,

5. Durability and
materials produced.
Ancther more achievable stable
model requiring essentially the
same changes but allowing them
to be imposed more gradually was
also developed:. In this mode| (Fig
47 in the book) population stabili-
sed at 6,000 million and food per
capita at 1.6 (lower than fig. 46).
However, if all of these same poli-
cies were instituted — but not un-
til the year 2000 — the equilibrium
state was no longer sustainable
{Fig. 48 in the book]

repairability of

Thus, the basic message of the vari-
ous runs is that if catastrophe is to
be averted, not only must drastic
changes occur but they must occur

soon. From the study the minimum
requirements for a state of global
equilibrium are that:

1. The capital plant and population
are constant in size and at a plann-
ed level set by society.

2. All inputs and outputs (births,
deaths, investment, depreciation)
are minimised.

The study has been most frequent-
ly criticised as being overly pessi-
mistic on the basis of the quantitat-
ive assumptions of the model even
though, in doubtful cases, the
authors claim to have used the
most optimistic estimates of un-
known guantities. As Meadows et
al point out, the inter-relationships
within the model are much more
critical than the exact numbers us-
ed to quantify the variables.

Even rather large changes in input
data do not generally alter the
mode of behaviour of the model as
Prof Freeman at Sussex Univer-
sity has shown. Numerical changes
may slightly effect the rate of
growth or the maximum level attain-
ed or the time of collapse but they
do not effect the fact that the basic
mode is growth followed by col-
lapse.

EXPONENTIAL
GROWTH

Therefore. criticisms based on con-
tentions that the study underestim-
ates potential levels of such factors
as natural resources or agricul-
tural productively or arable land
are rather irrelevant and are due to
a failure of the critic to appreciate
the nature of exponential growth
— @ subject which is clearly dealt
with in the first chapter.
On the other hand, if there are major
fallacies in the inter-relationships
assumed by the model — in the
various positive and negative feed-
back loops — then the conclusions
become gquestionable. The
assumption concerning these re-
lationships are discussed and de-
fined in the book and in World Dy-
namics (Forrester. Wright Allen
Press, Cambridge, Mass, 1971.)
The authors concludes that it
would be possible to alter growth
trends in such a way as to allow the
establishment, at a reasonably
high level, of a condition of ecalo-
gical and economic stability sus-
tainable far into the future, The
mankind begi rying to
make these alterations, the better
will be the chance of success. If the
predictions of the book are
meaningful, only those people now
alive will have any chance of saving
the situation: for future genera-
tions, it will be too late.

Prediction

35

39 40
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THEATRE

Pram Factory, 325 Drummond St
Cariton. Tel. 347 7493 BASTARDY,
by John Romeril, directed by Bruce
Spence. Adults $2.00, students
$1.00. August 23rd to September
17th. Tuesday to Sunday

Claremont Theatre, 14 Claremont
St. South Yarra. DRIFTWOOD by
Michael Fitzgerald a play about
the struggle for survival of a group
of derelicts Commences August 3
at 8.30 p.m., and every night Thurs,
to Sun. for an open-ended season,
Bookings 24 6405

Also, on Tuesday August 29th. TWO
NEW AUSTRALIAN PLAYS, by
Graham Simmonds: "Mishka and
Nomgova™ and “Now Wha's going
to Burp Grandma"”. Euthanasia and
parenthood examined with hilaricus
accuracy

The Open Stage, 117 Bouvene St
Carlton Tel. 347 7505, UNDER
THE EFFLUENCE — a rock musical,
in which all material such as music,
songs and scenes have been writ-
ten by group members in the hope
of achieving a greater under
standing of the disposable society in
which we live. August 29, 30. 31
and September 1 and 2

Then. from Wednesday September
6th to Frniday 8th THE
INHABITANTS. by Olwen Wymark
Three people - an uminhibited,
provocative  youth a mihtantly
prudish middle-aged man and a
motherly compromising  woman
are the inhabitants of a “studio”
where they play their way through a
series  of performances for  an
unseen temperamental director”
The three are closely modelled on
the Freudian concepts of id. ego
and superego: the whole play being
an examination of the interaction
between subconscious and
conscious thought

Week 3. September 14th to 16th
SPIDER RABBIT. a one act play by
Michael McClure {author of “The
Beard') — a biting comment on the
dual roles so many of us play: here is
a character whose  enjoyment
reaches the limits of human
tolerance.

Russell St. Theatre, City. Tel
645 1100 FATHER DEAR, COME
OVER HERE, by Ron Harrison, a
malevolent father-in-law visits his
son’'s household, and the atrocities
that ensue from this wisit. Black
comedy season from August 28 to
September 16
On September 18th, a special return
season of David  Williamson's
JUGGLERS THREE, for or
Comedy Theatre,

822 AN IDEAL
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St. Martin's Theatre, commencing
August 30th, a four play season at
St. Martin's SAME DIFFERENCE,
an Australian comedy by Morry
Swerdlin, opens on August 30th for
a four week season: presented by
the Ensemble Theatre Company,
directed by Hayes Gordon. It deals
with a Jewish boy who falls in love
with a Catholic girl

Other plays in the season are
FORTUNE AND MEN'S EYES. by
John Herbert

BIRDS ON THE WING., by Peter
Yeldham

DON'T WALK AROUND STARK
NAKED, a Feydeau farce

GALLERIES

Australian Galleries, 35 Derby St

Collingwood. JAMIE BOYD
paintings and etchings, until 5th
September, 10 am. to 530 pm
Monday to Friday

Toorak Art Gallery, 277 Toorak Rd.,
South Yarra Paintings of the Little
Desert and Bend of Islands, by NEIL
DOUGLAS: August 27th September
9th. Tuesday to Saturday, 10 am to
6pm

Osborne and Polak Gallery, 8 Avoca
Street, South Yarra, GARETH
JOMNES ROBERTS

FILMS

Dendy (Brighton): MURMUR OF THE
HEART, Tel. 92 8811. A beautiful
recreation of French life in the fif-
ties, and a compelling story of a
mother and her son’s relationship
Palais, St. Kilda: | CAN JUMP
PUDDLES, the Czech. film of Alan
Marshall’'s book. Tel. 94 0551
Cinema 1, City: STRAW DOGS.
starring Dustin  Hoffman, in an
interpretation of violence that
draws  strange audience reaction
Tel. 663 3303

Esquire, City: CONCERT FOR
BANGLA DESH. George Harrison,
Bob Dylan, Leon Russell, Ravi
Shanker in a film that is simply made
and enjoyed.

Swanston, City. KLUTE and DIRTY
HARRY. together. Tel. 63 7700

CONCERTS

Monday Lunch-Hour Concert Series,
Robert Blackwood Hall, September
4th at 1.10 pm. The Latrobe
Chamber Ensemble,
Cat Stevens. at
September 5, 6, and 7

FOLK MUSIC warkshop every Wed
nesday at Clic. 175 Brunswick
Street, Fitzroy

Festival  Hall

East End Cinemas are running
CLOCKWORK ORANGE, and two
films by Pier Paoclo Pasolinii THE
DECAMERON AND TEQOREMA. All
are on the "No Free List”

Australia One, City. BILLY JACK and
SUMMER OF ‘42 1ogether Tel
63 2837

Rivoli One: ONE DAY IN THE LIFE
OF IVAN DENISOVICH, with Tom
Courtenay as Ivan. Tel 82 1221
Monash Film Group, Wed 3,
August at 3.50 (union theatre) DEEP
END, directed by Jerzy Skolimow-
ski; plus “Captain Beard's Secret
Hobby "

Friday September 1st at 7.30 in Lec
Theatre H1. MY WAY HOME by Mik
los Jancso: plus ““Jardin Public”
with Marcel Marcau

ODDS & SODs

EARTH FOOD CO-OP., with phone
order service — bulk sugar, rice, etc
836 6131

PUBLIC MEETING ON FASCISM,
September 10th, Sunday at 2 p.m
Unitarian Church, Grey Street, East
Melbourne Called by Committee
for Democracy in Australia. Ch

man, Dr. Cairns, speakers on Lna._-
of Rights, N.C.C_nazis and Ustasha

A COMMUNICAL LIVING
WEEKEND organised for  Sep
tember 2nd-3rd, donation of $5.00
for food, shelter and merriment. En
quiries at 175 Brunswick Street
Fitzroy. Proceeds to Communal
Living Information Centre

Penguin Cafe, 304 Sydney Ad.
Brunswick, Suvlaki at 40¢ an
alternaive to hamburgers (which
are also sold there)

The Committee for Democracy n
Australia will be holding another
public meeting 1o further expose
fascist elements in  Australian
society, This  meeting,  entitled
‘Fascism in Austraha’ will deal with
the following areas of right wing
extremism

1. The Naz party — Mr Sam Gold
bloom will be the speaker

2 The League of Rights Mr
Mike Richards has been
approached

3. The Ustasha — Mr Marjan Jur
jevic will be the speaker

4. The National Civic Council -

speaker, Mr. Percy Johnson

5 Mr Len Coaper, Che an of our
committee will speak on the sub
ject of the nise of fascism in Aust-
ralia

The chairman of the meenng will
be Or. Jim Cairns

The meeting w o held

ar the
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REVOLUTION
AND THE

COUNTER-GULTURE

LYN PONALDSON
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Recently in Australia there has been a marked period of radicalization
particularly amongst young people. Many people have felt personal
dissatisfaction with life and have had enough social awareness to

see that a personal solution was no answer. They have come in
contact with ideas thrown up by leftist politics, but have mostly felt

that the parties of the left do not provide a complete solution. They

seem to find no answers in the traditional left, because they ““protest

against the social manipulation and repression of emotion” (Juliet
Mitchell). CONTINUED
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In order to examine why this particular
phenomena has occurred specifically at this
time we must look at the counter-culture
and its chief advocate. the commune, at
the established practices of the left and its
acceptance of the role of emotion and the
intellect. One may find that this article
comes out in favour of, for want of a better
term, revolutionary counter-culture, a
belief that revolutionary politics must
permeate the very essence of one's
personal life.

COUNTER-CULTURE

The counter-culture is basically directed against
the postponement of pleasure and respect for
hard work, specialization of function or role
demarcation; positivist. logical and rational pat
terns of thought as promoted by capitalist
ideology: and the achievement-orientated and
competitive  capitalist  society Protestantism.
authoritarianism and sexual uprightness and
repression, restrictive morality and severe re-
straint on gratification of pleasure in the name of
duty, responsibility and decency are characteristic
of the Australian, American and most Western
societies. Positivist thought, which allegedly up-
holds reasonableness, civility and rational dia-
logue is directed towards supposed objectivity
and supposed lack of bias

The counter-culture not only rejects the policies of
the capitalist establishment, but also the whole
spactrum of bureaucratic, technological sociaty.
of puritan, specialized, positivist, linear values
that the establishment shares with the old left
Against these it claims to pose, a vision of man and
waman, free from repression and the idolatry of
material goods, communal in his/her orientation,
non-linear in his/her thought processes, and sen-
sual rather than intellectual in his/her outiook.
There is no deep analysis of the existing social and
political elimate. nor of the traditional Australian
situation on the part of the counter-culturalists
They assert the primacy of individual or self-libera-
tion over social liberation, but see the former as
necessarily conducive to social liberation Many
counter-culturalists laud uncritically, all forms of
oppositional culture, but some of them merely
reproduce, in different styles and rhetoric, essen-
tial bourgeois values. To take the example of the
musical "Hair’. whichgis on the doing-your-own
thing kick. it is nothing more than a reassertion of
the bourgeois dichotomy between the individual
and the state. Bourgeois culture is not a static but a
dynamic thing, actively incorporating into itself
all unspecific and compromised attacks upon i
The manifestations of new dress, music, sexual
attitudes and drugs are assimilated into the pre-
vailing bourgecis ethos. capitalism accepts them
as economically feasible propositions. Just as
the bourgeois system can tolerate alternative
power bases, such as unions and leftist political
parties which den’t threaten their position as a rul-
ing class, the bourgeoisie can tolerate counter-cul-
tures which operate as de facto alternative cul-
ture. But the bourgeoisie could not tolerate it if the
counter-culture was transformed into revolu-
tionary culture

It has been the specific contribution of the counter-
culture to emphasize the essential relationship
and unity between the political and cultural revolu
tions, mainly by posing its rejection of methods
and tactics wused by the Marxists. Despite
antagonistic polemics between the culturo-revolu-
tionaries and the politico-revolutionaries it is
inevitable that their coalition will provide a
triumphant assault on the capitalist, bourgeois
society

DREAM OF A NEW REALITY

The politicized counter-culturalists seem to
approach revolution from a positive analysis of
what sort of society they would like to live in. Its
basis appears to be one which rests on the dream
of a new reality, whereas the Old Left operates
from a basis of negativity and opposition to the
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present capitalist system. The Old Left has not
sufficiently developed new ideas about the type of
society which befits human dignity, to be moti-
vated by a vision of the future. Their motivation
seems to be based on being crapped off with their
present external reality. The lack of a positive
approach to our new society by the Old Left may
explain why at present we have a number of greatly
opposed left factions and sectarianism

However, our (that is. the politicized countar-
culturalists) basis for being able to dream of a new
consciousness is precisely because we are
fucked ofi with the system. The system
accommodates or commercializes many outward
manifestations of the counter-culture. It sees the
happening, the stone, the trip, as economically
feasible propositions or as useful in promoting
bourgeois social value adherence. However the
system is challenged by the way in which revolu-
tionary  counter-culturalists transcend their
present environment. It is these confrontations

which form the basis of oppositional culture. In
being able to envisage something totally differ-
ent to capitalist reality, we are constructing a
framework to transcend our present situation,
Both the above dimensions of the counter-culture
may be seen in the following:

(1) faith in individual ideas. rather than taking lead
from society, Party or God

|2) Existentialist contemplation. what s reality? -
that which we physically, emotionally and
materially live. or our dream/hope/fantasy world

(3] The new type of consciousness which may
arise from smoking dope or dropping acid which
allows insight into the bullshit of one’s own condi-
Lo

(4] Responsive
invelvemant 1
other arts

|5) The new horizans realised through the self or

with the
and the

emofions associated
and creativity of music

personal revolution, intellectual, social and sexual
freedom, the development of the total, singular
persan particularly realizable through the demands
made by womens’ liberation

(6} The new frame of reference and new forms of
consciousness developed by allowing one's
mind to freely explore the mystic, the spiritual and
the occult. The right of the individual to create for
him/herself a supreme preoccupation or a
supreme being by the power of his/her mind
However, many young people are able to recreate
their subjectivity to alleviate their own suffering,
but in doing so. tend to forget the reality of others.
This negates all political implications of the alter-
nate life style and they become alienated from
both the bourgeocis society and the struggle for
socialism.

The alternative life style does not emerge as a
coherent mass movement. Rather its prasence
manifests itself in a number of ways, the various
means that capitalism seeks to accommodate and
swallow it, the way in which it makes small but
important assaults on bourgeois ideology

Although not a mass movement the values are
fairly universal. The counter-culture allows the
individual to interpret everything in his own way,
thus lies the basis of being communal, one can
relate to other people only after one has come to
terms with oneself.

PERSONAL IS POLITICAL

What people are trying to do within the counter-
culture may be summed up in the words, the
personal 5 political. Some people have revolu-
tionary political ideas yet they live a life style which
is the conservative, social norm. A realistic alter-
native to this is that a collective or a commune is
such a damaging concept to capitalism if re-
peated many times. People living collectively chal-
lenge consumerism and other bourgeois notions
and relate to one another in such a way that ulti-
mately their ideas form a basis of radicalism which
bucks the system. The acceptance of revolutionary
politics to the extent that they change and per-
meate one’s life style is the total commitment
needed to create the revolutionary awareness in
every worker.

The word ‘counter-culture’ suggests that its ad-
herents are developing forms of consciousness
which oppose or digress from capitalist-com
maercial consciousness and a practical life st
which differs to that of the social norm. People &
live collectively are developing a culture whic
counteracts their conditioning. They are develop-
ing their own culture, that is, the tangible evidence
of their life style is unlike the mass commercial
culture of the working or middle class nuclear
family. Natural foods rather than boxed. wrapped
plastic-coated one-minute meals; rejection of the
work ethic — working just to earn enough money.
to live on, rather than saving for the pie in the sky:
the creation of one's own environment rather than
participating in the conformity of the triple
nippled, brick vanilla in suburbia; mindful conser-
ving by buying op shop clothes and old furniture
rather than keeping up by going to the ‘right next
door Maples store’. patronage of a different type
of theatre, music, sport, art, literature, than what is
popularly accepted as social value reinforcing.
etc.. etc.. are all objectifications of what the col-
lective believes

“You can have your
(Zimmerman)

The acceptance by many of a revolutionary
perspective to the extent that it becomes a
struggle which is carried on within the 40 hour
week syndrome, or merely as an intellectual pre-
occupation indicates how deeply capitalist condi-
tioning is ingrained. The specialization of function
in industrial society which makes the individual the
sum of a number of partial relationships within his
home, work place and leisure organization makes
him/her compartmentalize his/her whole life to
the extent that the socislist living under capi
talism sets aside his revolutionary ideas when he
wants to interact with other members of the com-
munity. To live by one's revolutionary convictions
one has to fight the sterility and stagnation of
bourgeois ideals on all fronts or to drop out of real
ity. ‘Dropping out’ is however, ineffectual unless
itis a predominant trend of society

cake and eat it too!




REVOLUTION AND EMOTION

The traditional left tends to explain all in terms of
class structure, and hence to end economic
inequality would change society. However, people
do not live predominantly on an economic level,
rather people’'s lives are exchanges within inter-
personal relationships. Granted that they are deter-
mined by economic reasons but the substance of
one's daily activities is a series of social and
psychological interactions. A change in the owner-
ship of the means of production will not neces-
sarily change the lives of people.

In capitalist society ion is a guality which is
thought of as a feminine attribute, whereas logic
or intellectual thought is basically the domain of
the male. The © isie only all women,
children and the aged to be emotional beings,
that is, those with low status in the workforce or
power structure, Most socialist men accept the dic-
tates of capitalist conditioning to the extent that
intellectual, male values dominate the left with its
highly structured and bureaucratic parties. expul-
sions, arguments about methods and tactics and
the eternal search for the correct line

PRACTICES OF THE OLD LEFT

@rtallsr conditioning inhibits and mutilates the
old left in such a way that it believes communica-
tion of ideas, feelings and beliefs happens only at
structured  meetings, centralized  information
bureaus and ordered conferances. In many cases,
these promote strained and dishonest relation-
ships. power hang-ups and approaches that lead to
challenges which do not confrant the system
What, in fact, does happen at the conference table
is marely the reinforcement of preconceived
decisions about the methods and tactics to be
used by a particular group. Very little real, mearung
ful discussion takes place in a highly structured
meeting, there is rarely exchange of differing
opinions based on principle or attitude Bourgeois
meeting procedure, ‘leadership and correctness’
tend to polarize groups within a party to the extent
that groups align with majority or opposition decis-
ions rather than what they individually believe
If the left in Australia i1s to develop more meaning-
ful, all encompassing struggle, we must under-
# just what goes on at the extensive number of
tings called around various issues. To benafit
from discussion all must take the initiative of in-
quiry and the responsibility to direct meetings
rather than relying on the election of one person
with greater directive power. Questions must be
asked. such as: Are the issues discussed real
issues? Or are they preoccupations raised to the
level of an issue? How do we promote a sense of
responsibility and sensibility to each other? How
do we reach a common decision? Only when we
see these questions as important will we build a
movement congruent to the type of society we en-
visage. The revolutionary party should have a
similar structure to that of the collective — a group
of people who are sensitive to each others needs.

WHAT IS POLITICAL?

It may be obvious that this suggests a new
emphasis on what we believe te be political
Rather than seeing politics as bureaucratised
power, coercion and repression, one may see poli-
tics as the total involvement of one's personal
and social being as the only potentially revolu-
tionary force. That is to say, that revolution is the
process of life style and structural change rather
than the product of decisions made at the top.
QObviously one feels the contradictions in the
system. human dignity is grossly offended by capi-
talism. Compassionate men and women should
strive for the new awakening. We must recognise
that ours 15 an emotional analysis of the injust-
ices perpetrated by the universal profit motive. To
eradicate the relegation of emotion to woemen in
patriarchal society the left must examine the
demands made by womens liberation, by the
counter-culturalists, by the anarchists and so on,
in order to make a meaningful analysis of
twentieth century society

INTEGRATION

It is wvery important for revolutionary counter-
culturalists to be aware of and to analyse their
present position. Members of a revolutionary
party who also embrace the counter-culture must
see the need to analyse their present life style, the
culture that they promate, and its relation to their
acceptance of party policy. The revolutionary
party’s success rests on the extent to which
people try to carry out the work of the party, that
is, whether or not they integrate their politics into
their life, the wholeness and totality of man being
the end product of the socialist revolution. To be
able to collectively work towads revolution, the
party must incorporate inte its body of ideas, those
which come, not only from classical or modern aca-
demic theory and not only from experiences in the
working class movement. but from the actual life
style of the individual member. The revolutionary

counter-culturalists must work out whether their
life style and their politics are integrated and
whether they work out to the same concept of
socialist thought

COLLECTIVE AND OBJECT
MATERIALISM

Ideally the collective or communal participation
breaks down the possession and ownership traits
of one's personality in the practical, real life situa-
tion. Te build a society based on community shar-
ing, mutual love and exchange we will have to dis-
encumber ourselves from our values of personal
object materialism. We cannot rationally explain
our attachment to particular possessions as this
attachment is a highly emotive transference of
love onto a maternial possession, a feeling which
would normally be projected into our fellow man

Because of our lack of community and our aliena-
tion from our brothers and sisters we direct our love
toward things than can easily be acquired as a
love object. Indeed, if we rid outselves of man's
extensions, or accordingly, we come to terms with
them as function serving devices we would be
able to project our feelings towards the funda-
mental task of communication with other members
of society

Upen breaking down the false conceptions of love
bestowed on material possessions and the conse-
quent relating of individuals to each other, the
human race may begin the essential task of
questioning the validity of its acquired objects in
their social environment. This questioning is the
basis of coming to terms with the ecology crisis.
thus the combatting of the consumer ethic partly
relies on full human relationships

The correlation between a massing of extensions
and a poor relation to community rests on the
power which can be begot by one's possessions
over one's acceptance by society. People’s
possessions hold all power over them and indeed
speak for them. The dashing, suede gloved M. G.
driver meets societal expectations because people
react to his credentials. To come to terms with
one’s materialism and to recognise the exact
nature and correct function of one's possessions
so that one may share them with others is to
remove all obstacles in the way of human inter-
action.

ALTERNAIVE LIFE STYLES

One finds that when alternate life styles are dis-
cussed, it is usual that the only one mentioned is
the commune or collective living. Attempts to set
up community schools, recreational facilities,
child care centres and other ‘sharing’ services is
another way of negating the competitive-divi-
sive influence of the system, and as such is an alter-
native life style. However, there are greater pres-
sures borne on these efforts by local council and
government institutions, as attempts in North Mel-
bourne and Hawthorn have shown

One reasan why the collective is the much sought
after answer is that collective living existed in
tribal society. It may be seen as & return to a more
natural state. In tribal society the products of
labour, that is, food, clothing and shelter were
shared equally, the children were cared for by all,
men and women had equal rights. The exact
personality traits which collective living whishes to
eradicate were the ones which ended communal,
tribal society — greed. repression. possession and
ownership.

The first type of class society began with the
enslavement of members of other tribes after terri-
torial battles. Thus with the means of production
no longer shared equally, some members of the
tribe grew wealthier than others. So that the more
privileged tribal member might hold onto his
wealth, a form of marriage was instituted, so that
property could be handed from father to son. Thus
greed and possession was the basis of patriarchal
society which serves to dominate all social and per-
sonal relationships. society’'s children are now
the possession of their father, The nuclear family
reinforces the strength of capitalism, the male
breadwinner who sells his labour to the bosses
must do so to provide for his family. “The struggle
against the patriarchal family is the struggle to
free personal relationships from economic
chains”. (Nita Keig, Womens Liberation Pamphlet)
The nuclear family perpetuates class society, it
conditions and socializes its children. it alienates
one from a total world view.

Howeaver, the question remains, how do we marry
the struggle of the working class to the ideas
thrown up by the commune dwellers and poli-
ticized counter-culturalists. While unions fight to
increase the pay packet and consequently to
expand consumerism, the revolutionary counter-
culturalists wage battle on the consumer ethic
and strive to promote the understanding that the
nuclear family is instrumental in fostering the
ecological crisis.

Yes, the question remains!
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THE UTTERLY DISMAL THEDREM

Keaneth E. Boulding
A good example of these quasilatent models is the Malthusian
theory. This is the famous dismal theorem of econamics that if
the only check on the mﬂ of population is starvation and
misery, then no matter favorable the environment or how
advanced the technology the population will grow until it is
miserable and starves. The theorem, indeed, has a worse
corollary which has been descrihed as the utterly dismal
theorem. This is the proposition that if the only check on the
growth of population is starvation and misery, then any technolo-
gical Imrmaum will have the ultimate effect of increasing the
sum of human misery, as it permits a larger population to five in
wh:ﬂstll the same state of misery and starvation as hefore the
[

nge...

The experience of Ireland is an extremely interesting case in
point. In the late seventeenth century, the population af Ireland
was about two million people living in misery. Then came the
seventeenth-century equivalent of Point Four, the introduction
of the potato, a technological revolution of first importance
enabling the Irish to raise much more foed per acre than they had
ever done before. The result of this henevolent technological
improvement was an increase in population from two million to
eight million by 1845. The result of the technological improve-
ment, therefore, was to quadruple the amount of human mise

on the unfortunate island, The failure of the rntzla crop in 184

led to disastrous consequences. Twe million Irish died of
starvation; another two million emigrated; and the remaining four
million learned a sharp lesson which has still not been forgotten.
The population of Ireland has been roughly stationary since that
date, in spite of the fact that Ireland i5 a predominantly Roman
Catholic country. The stability has heen achieved by an extra-
ordinary increase in the age at marriage.

—Lot's Wife, Monday, August28, 1972 =~




MARKETABLE LICENSES FOR BABIES
Kenneth E. Boulding

| have oaly one positive suggestion to make, a proposal which
now seems so farfetched: that [ find it creates only amusement
when | propose it. | think in all seriousness, however, that a
system of marketable licenses to have children is the only one
which will combine the minimum of social control necessary to
the solution to this problem with 2 maximum of individual
likerty and ethical choice. Each girl on approaching maturity
would be presented with a certificate which will entitle its
owner to have, say, 2.2 children, or whatever number would
ensure a reproductive rate of one. The unit of these certificates
might be the “deci-child,” and accumulation of ten of these
units by purchase, inheritance, or gift would permit a woman in
maturity to have one legal child. We would then set up a market
in these units in which the rich and the philoprogenitive would
purchase them from the poor, the nuns, the maiden aunts, and
50 on. The men perhaps could be left out of these arrangements,
as it is only the fertility of women which is strictly relevant to
r:pl.llﬁnl control. However, it may be found socially desirable to

ve them in the plan, [n which case all children both male and
female would receive, say, eleven or twelve deci-child certifi-
cates at birth or at maturity, and a woman could then accumu-
late these through marriage.
This plan would have the additional advantage of develaping a
long-run tendency toward equality in income, for the rich would
have many children and become poor and the poor would have
few children and become rich. The price of the certificate would
of course reflect the general desire in a society to have children.
Where the desire is very high the price would be bid up; where it
was low the price would also be low. Perhaps the ideal situation
would be found when the price was naturally zero, in which case
those who wanted children would have them without extra cost.
I the price were very high the system would probabily have to be
supplemented by some sort of grants to enable the deserving
but iurmlius to have children, while cutting off the desires
of the less deserving through taxation. The sheer unfamiliarity of

2 scheme of this kind makes it seem absurd at the moment. The
fact that it seems absurd, however, is merely a reflection of the
total unwillingness of mankind to face up to what is perhaps its
most serious fong-run problem.
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Incredibly diverse claims have been made about
rock music and its potentialities for liberation.

One writer claims:
became protest —
forms, verbal cliches,

“. .. the heartbeat of rock soon
protest against the static
tired harmonies,

instrum-

ental limitations ... against the several taboos,

racism, violence,

hypocrisy and materialism of

adult life.” Richard Neville says, “Rock is revolu-
tionary. Usually the performers and promoter are
not, at least consciously.”: And yet a radical Amer-
ican ex-disc jockey argues, “The Rock and roll
element (within youth culture) is a very bourgeois
tendency within that movement and | think that
element can be counted on to be successfully co-

opted.”!

Rock music undoubtedly
reflects the thinking, fears and
problems of modern youth. It
reveals the alienation, frustra-
tion and repression that young
people feel in a society that is
basically hostile. Freedom is a
major theme in rock. Eisen
says, “‘Rock music was born of
a revolt against the sham of
Western culture. It was
direct and gutsy and spoke to
the senses. As such it was pro-
foundly subversive. It still is
Both the lyrics and the mode of pre-
sentation are often seemingly sub-
versive. An extreme example, the
American group MC5 is totally
committed to the revolutiom: ...
we don’t have guns yet . . . because
we have more powerful weapons,
direct access to millions of teen-
agers.” s But even more ‘respec-
table’ groups write lyrics which are
highly critical of present day society
‘Eleanor Rigby’ 1s an obvious
example of individuai alienation in
society, while the Rolling Stones’
‘Satisfaction’ is a bitter comment
on society; a total social indictments®

as it has been described.

Roszak says, “To liberate sexual-
ity would be to create a society in
which technological discipline
would be impossible”. + Rebellion
against hypocrisy and sexual libera-
tion are two ever present themes in
rock. Elvis's early stage act was basi-
cally sexual, Ed Sullivan for
example would only tolerate him on
his T.V. show because he was filmed
from the navel up only! Jeff Nuttal
says, "'. .. Presley had put sex out in
the open while teenagers ap-
plauded s Of the Rolling Stones it
has been said. "They understand
and make you feel musically all the
tensions, ugliness, tenderness,
frustration and excitement that
presently go into sexual relations.’s
It is obvious that many acts such as
the Rolling Stones, the Doors. the
Who and even Tom Jones rely
heavily on sexuality
Live performances release hysteria
and violence — early Elvis concerts
inevitably ended with slashed seats
— -and sexual frustrations. Modern
dance styles, which reject all tradi-
tional forms., are in themselves
involved in  liberating sexuality
Ersaon says “Essentially therefore
the concert-hall hysteria rep-
resents a sudden escape of the kind
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of emotions which the force of purit-
anism, morality and authority —
both social and parental — nor-
mally seek to contain.” o

Rock musicians generally live a non-
conformist life style well outside
cultural mores. Some groups such
as Country Joe and the Fish and the
Jefferson  Airplane live com-
munally. Few rock groups have not
axperimented with drugs. If you
accept the proposition that drugs

ble the exp i of consci

ness, this experimentation with
drugs and the advocacy of their
wider use by rock performers, is in-
herently subversive. The music
drugs and life style are undoubt-
edly seen as a real threat to the
existing social order. Otherwise
why, as Abbie Hoffman points out,
have, “Jimi Hendrix, MC5, The
Who, Phil Ochs, Tim Buckley,
Jeff Airpl G ful Dead,
Jim Morrison, Credence Clear-
water Revival, the Turtles, Moby
Grape, Ray Charles, The Fugs, Dave
van Ronks, Joan Baez — all been
busted recently.” . Hoffman con-
tinues, “Busted because the auth-
orities want to destroy our cultural
revolution in the same way they
want to destroy our political
revolution.” 21t is not without sig-
nificance that some extreme
elements have seen pop music as a
communist plot; if you equate com-
munist  with potentially subver-
sive, they may not be all that wrong
Bob Dylan's music has been crucial
to the development of rock music.
His influence has extended through
virtually all forms of modern pop
ular music. His music however, has
changed from its early protest style
{e.g. Blowin' in the Wind) to more
introspective songs. This can be ex-
plained in terms of a possible dis-
illusionment with politics and a
realization that personal liberation
and understanding is the neces-
sary starting point of any meaning-
ful change in society. Some have
been critical of Dylan's respect of
political protest. but regardless of
this criticism, few would dispute
Nuttall's claim that. “The creative

ROCK MUSIC: SHBUE%'.IilWE
SIIBSEIII‘IIBEII'I'
(APITALISM

brilliance of Dylan’s writing and his
profound sourness of delivery was
the first sign that popular music was
transcending its commercial situa-
tion. "

In the current context John Lennon’s
music i1s constantly concerned with
political issues — particularly his
forthcoming album. His songs are
vitally concerned with social,
sensual, political and personal
liberation which may well reflect his
working class background in the
tough city of Liverpool, Neville
feeis, . .. Lennon has survived the
gauntiet of success with his
humanity intact there is a
breathtaking integration between
his words and deeds which has en-
riched his act . . ."lBill Peach in The
Review went so far as to claim, "It
may be that Lennon is doing as
much to radicali the Western
world as Marx ever did . . . Lennon is
a poet ... He wants a revolution-
ary consciousness, where the
people will realize their power ...
and will act."s

POLITICAL SUBVERSION

Within the music and life style of the
Rolling Stones, the Fugs, MCS5,
John Lennon and the Mothers of In-
vention, there is an underlying
theme of subversion. They are, and
intend to be, highly political

The origins of rock may help explain
why, “Most pop music diverges
sharply from the official ideology.
and echoes fear and sufferings that
such a society produces in prac-
tice."i«Negro blues has been one of
the foundations of rock, The
Beatles, and Rolling Stones for
example are the first to acknow-
ledge their debt to Negro musicians
such as Howling Walf and Chuck
Berry. Negro music expressed the
suffering, fears and frustrations of
an exploited and repressed culture

T. W. Adams!'writing about the jazz
scene, Tound the form of the music
s0 repressive that he could claim
“popular music can never surprise,
and can never be revolutionary.is




However, rock music has moved
beyond the constraints of jazz
Beckett argues that rock. character-
ized by small groups. a small fin-
ancial outlay, musicians in greater
control of musical resources and a
developing rock tradition, is @ more
liberated musical form. Constant
experimentations  with  different
styles, instrument and ethnic music,
have given rock a dynamic char-
acter.

Rock music. at least sexually. poli-
tically and structurally has been a
potentially radical force. It has been
seen as vulgar and immoral, while

paolitically it has been said of one
that
a

American group (the Fugs)

-completely overshadowed by

industry is dominated basically by
five international giants — Colum-
bia Broadcasting Systems (CB.S).
Radio Corporation of America.
Electrical and Musical Industries of
Great  Britain  (EML). Warner
Brothers — Seven Arts which owns
Atlantic, and the United Artists’
Group which includes Liberty and
Imperial. Other small independent
labels such as Motown. Chess.
Budda etc. are also important but
the
larger groups. Many of these large
corporations have defence industry
contracts and can only be des-
cribed as integral parts of corporate
capitalism ™It is obvious as Eisen
says, ... the entertainment

music has be
chronicle of events and messages
. approaching the esprit of past
eras’ revolutionary ballads.
These factors described, are by no
means exhaustive: lyric content for
example, can also be used to show
radical elements in rock. | think there
are sufficient however, to indicate
the potential for libergtion in rock
music.
Nevertheless, it can still be claimed
that, "Establishment wvalues per-

their k

dustry and its satellites exist not
to further the revolution but to
make money, and they exist largely
through cultural debasement and
the crassest form of exploitation

CinAnd to put it in slightly more
extreme terms, "“Pop music has
become a financial staple of U.S.
internal imperialism. 'z
Large rock concerts and tours are
usually designed to maximize
profits; even at Woodstock where
the ‘love generation” was deified the

A

meate the totality of rock culture
and are mirrored in such factors as
consumerism, racism, sexism and

tharitarianism. = | will illustrate

w these claims may be substan-
tiated
As mentioned earlier. rock has its
roots in Negro Blues. White music
“borrowed” heavily without ever
acknowledging its sources. It is fair
to claim that. " ... the music was
appropriated from the blacks and
done by the whites primarily for
whites."siMany big hits (Hound Dog.
Shake Rattle and Roll) were negro
songs with a white “cover” version
which made big maney. The original
negro version would typically end
in obscurity. A few negro per-
formers by watering down their
styles for white audiences. man-
aged to "make it". Groups like the
‘Ink Spots’ and ‘Piatters’ are good
examples, The typically racist situa-
tion involved heavy exploitation of

ro music by white performers

hn Gabree. noting that had Chuck
Berry been white he would have
been as financially successful as
Elvis, says, "'That there have been a
few successful black performers
in no way negates the fact that they
have had to overcome tremendous
odds, that they had been discrimi-
nated against by ... just about
everyong who had something
to do with the business.” »

VIOLENT PROFITS

The free concert given by the Roll-
ing Stones at Altamont in 1969
resulted in four deaths. Meredith
Hunter, a negro, one of the victims,
was stabbed to deasth by Hell's
Angels during the concert. The viol-
ence at the concert pointed to the
possibility that the new order,
which the counter culture was aim
ing at, was only a veneer, Altamont
forced & reassessment of the cul-
tural revolution which was charac-
terised largely by rock. Eisen says in
his introduction to the book prob-
ing the implications of the concernt
“Altamont was nothing in itself . .
except to make people realize how
similar we all are to the society we
have no choice but to abhor. "=

Rock music s a multi-million dollar
industry, for example, in the United
States record sales are in excess of
ong billion dollars annually. The

only real motive was money. An
Australian example, the Mulwala
concert |a local Woodstock?) was
planned entirely for profit. “Money
was the be-all and end-all of the
whole festival.’; Of the Isle of Wight
concert in Great Britain, Richard
Neville, doubting his earlier
optimism in the counter culture,
says “The kids were being
totally controlled and manipulated
by superpigs.”is

Rock stars are often rich, some-
tunes millionaires (e.g. M. Jagger
and J. Lennon). The material
rewards of success in the rock
industry manage to tame even the
most seemingly rebellious perfor-
mers. To think that Elvis was onca
seen as subversive seems almost
ludicrous today. Mick Jagger. prob
ably the most consistently anar-
chistic rebel of music 15 now rich
married and part owner of a record
company. Little wonder that it
seems, . that Mick Jagger has
firmly repudiated the possibilities
of a counter culture of which his
music is part.”

Baob Dylan whe has been one of
rock's most devastating social
critics has, as Roszak claimed, kept
grinding out million dellar albums
each year for Columbia which are
‘... more apt to find its way to the
shelf beside a polished, mahogany,
stereophonic radio-phone console
in suburbia than to any bohemian
garret."

Drugs. as an important factor in rock
culture can be seen as a means of
expanding consciousness. Eric
Clapton said, “We're all hooked on
something in a society which we
feel to be hostile.”"nDrugs, in the
same way as alcohol and headache
powders may provide a means of
making unbearable life bearable in
an increasingly, depersonalised,
alienated society. Drugs may permit
capitalist society to reduce anxiety
as social pressures grow

Like drugs, sex is an integral part of
the rock scene. Women's role is
largely confined to that of
groupies’, providers of almost an
entirely sexual commodity. Kirk says
“The exploitation of women has
been institutionalized by the use
of females simply as sex objects
not to be regarded as human
beings but as pleasure stock
Although the grip of the hit parade
as exemplified by the ‘top ten’ has
been weakened., 11 15 an Brest

ing phenomena in pop music in gen-
eral. Jean-Paul Sartre*describes the
process of entero-conditioning
which leads people to buy hit
records. The hit parade is held up to
the individual listener as the mirror
of the authentic preferences, of the
people. The hit parade indicated the
real importance of consumerism
in record sales. Certain groups are
fashionable, and heavy advertising
often occurs to help boost sales. In
many ways rock music is just
another marketable and profitable
commodity. In recent years The
Maonkees' and ‘The Richies’ rep-
resent the totally manufactured
group, pushed into prominence by
skilled advertising promaotions.

On the contemporary scene rock
groups are being pushed quickly into
prominence and then guickly dying
of over-exposure. This indicates the
partial breakdown of the super-star
system. This ensures the maximum
profit for record companies and
maximum turnover @s the groups
unable to maintain output decline
into virtual obscurity or break v
Consequently, the commercial
aspects of rock place very real limits
on its liberating potential. Rock

has freedom within the framework
of the record companies but as a
writer in Ramparts claimed, “Sad
but true, however, the grown-ups
are having the last laugh, Rock 'n’
Roll is a lovely playground and
within it kids have more power than
they have anywhere else in society,
but the playground's walls are care-
fully maintained and guarded by the
corporate elite that set it up in the
first place.”"s

LIBERATION?

Rock, as | have attempted to ilus-
trate has the appearance of subver-
sive capacity, but this is carefully
kept within tolerable limits. In itself,
rock can hardly be seen as capable
of ‘liberation’. As Abbie Hoffman

mast perceptively says, We
have realized that the revohmon is
more than digging rock or turning on
"is Later on he says, “Music can
make the walls shake but you need
an army to take the city and artists
to rebuild it. Rock music will pro-
vide the energy. but the people will
provide the power .. ."wThe same
basic feelings have been arti-
culated by John Heckman who
argues, "This does not necessarily
mean that rock culture cannot be
personally liberating for specific
individuals. that it cannot serve to
free people from the excessive
demands of the Protestant ethic,
from the performance principle.”s
Rock captures well the contradic-
tion between liberation and capital-
ist media. Rock can only be made
sense of by seeing it in its wider
social context. As a cultural
medium in a capitalist system. To
my mind the only really satisfactory
attempt to understand the role of
rock in capitalist society is pre-
sented by D. Laing™He feels that
only Marxist theory can adequately
make a meaningful analysis of the
role of rock. He says, *'. . . the Marx-
ist concept of the dialectic struc-

ture of social phenomena in capital-
ist society. the dual potential for
liberation as well as domination
this fundamental contradic-
tion is at the heart of music . . . pop
music experiences the contradic-
tions as a particularly intensified
form .
In conclusion | feel that rock is sub-
servient 1o capitalism. Intrin-
sically it represents individual
liberation from repression  but
within the capitalist environment
this liberating factor is easily sub-
sumed jnto the corporate structure.
Rock music, despite its attempts.
can never really transcend capital-
ist society: it is part of it. Capitalist
soclety would appear to have almost
infinite power in its ability to dis-
perse potentially subversive forces
and redirect them for its own ends.
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journey into the world ofith

SANITY,
(THE DIVIDED SOCIOLOGIST)

The notion of insanity has become a major
feature of the thought and attitude of the
so-called "drug” or "counter-culture”. the
movement towards an alternative life-style
to that of contemporary industrial society

The word "'insane” as it is used at the moment in
regard both to the acidheads of the counter-
culture and the mentally ill has two main aspects:
the phenomenon of radically different and new
ways of perceiving reality, ways quite alien to the
world-view of society as a whole, and the
phenomenon of the breakd 1 of blished
modes 'nf interaction and rules goverming
communication.

In somewhat different ways, both those who take
hallucinogenic drugs and those who are called
mentally "ill"” experience these phenomena
Paradoxically, the phenomenon of “insanity”. once
the paradigm of the incomprehensible, can be
made intelligible. Those who emphasize the
meaningful nature of the expenences, actions and
waords of the mentally ill and the takers of drugs are
at loggerheads with those conventional sociolo-
gists who treat them under the heading of
“deviance”. Even the Iless behaviouristic
“interactionists” of modern sociolegy of deviance
assume, not assess the norm by which the
“deviant” is so labelled

By attending seriously to the views the drug taker
and the mentally “illI" person have of their
behaviour. however. insights and understanding
both of the actor and the society in which he acis
can be reached which are inaccessible to the tradi-
tional scciological approahes. Such an approach
has strong critical implications Sociology has in
the past been committed to the interest in
technical control and maintenance of the poli-
tical status quo that characterises positivistic and
scientistic bourgeois social science. Yet social
science is potentially an emancipatory force
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making transparent and comprehensible, and
hence changeable, social forces and structures
which previously seemed solid and immutable.
Both acidheads and the mentally ill are capable of
expressing interpretations of their actions which
are  meaningful and comprehensible Many
members of the counter-culture possess a cons-
cious and rational theoretical position explaining
their ideas and actions — ideas and actions which
are highly critical of the exsting state of society
All we need to do is listen and read The exper-
ience and reality of the mental patient is not as
easily accessible as the statemeants of the counter-
culture make those of the drug taker. but as R. D
Laing has shown. the schizophrenic’s actions and
words can be interpreted, like the deciphering of
hieroglyphics. When placed in the social context
that generated them. the family, “'symptoms”™ can
be seen to constitute a meaningful response to
the “praxis and process’’ of that unit
The revival of "the insane” has revealed a number
of links between the phenomenon of a drug-taking
counter-culture and mental “illness”, and the
socially critical implications of both. e.g
— the links drawn by members of the counter
culture between itself, insanity, and political
criticism (e.g. the Yippies)

the recognition of the existential psychologists
of the politically critical insights of their work,
and their interest in and research into hallucino-
genic drugs

the ncreasing modern artistic preoccupation
with insanity, related to social criticism
— recognition by cntical political wniters of the
political implications of an “alternative cons-
ciousness” or “'new sensibility”, possibly wvia
drugs or insanity, and the political nature of their
repression
Both the use of hallucinogenics in the counter-
culture and mental “iliness” should be seen in the
context of an ongoing political and social system,
with an ideological system of legitimations

ne’’ (Lot's Wife 19/6/72),

MADNESS AND THE COUNTER-CULTURE

SUE MATHEWS

assumptions and interpretations of the nature of
social life and "human nature” which are favoug
able to it, justifying and making its ex|5ler’
seem right, good and proper. In a society of the siz
and complexity of modern industrial society, this
v v of legitimati has become extremely
important as an agent of social cohesion, while at
the same time a consistent legitimating world
view has become increasingly difficult to maintain,
either on a social or an individual level. Sanctions
against forces which threaten the stabllltv or can-
stsmncy of this ideoclogy have b i
severe in this sm.satlon The extent to which both
mental illness and the use of drugs are seen as
such a threat is shown by the strength of the
forces called into play against them: asylums.
gaols, harassment and stigma all operate to
eliminate those with a different life experience.

In its misdirected analysis of drug taking and men-
tal illness sociology has helped to vitiate the chal
lenge they represent, thus abdicating its emanci-
patory obligation. If oppositional ideas can be
expressed in categories and language that can be
understood, then they should not be called “mad”
but should be seriously assessed

MENTAL ILLNESS

“It makes you feel crazy when somebody calls you
insane” — From a song by American group Quick-
silver: "Out of My Mind”™

There is a growing tendency among all those who
have concernad themselves with the mentally ill
— psychologists, sociologists, artists — to ques-
tion the very existence of a phenomenon called
mental “iliness”. The tendency is to see what
have been called ‘“‘symptoms” as garbled
communications, expressions of a view of the
world that can be rendered intelligible by sympa-
thetic observers




Placing mental “patients” in “hospitals” for the
insane, mental asylums, and giving them “medi-
cal” treatment such as electric shocks (“electro
therapy"). tranquillizers and anti-depressants are
more and more being seen as fundamentally mis-
guided responses to actions and beliefs which can,
when put in their context, be seen to make sense.
A moral and social rather than a medical judge-
ment is behind the label “mentally ilI”. As R. D.
Laing has said, “sanity or psychosis is tested by the
degree of conjunction or disjunction between
two persons where the one is sane by common
consent’’ (The Divided Self, p.36)
Looking at the breakdown of normal interaction
patterns in the mentally ill is useful not only for
the light it throws on how the normal processes
operate, but “the cracked mind of the schizo-
phrenic may let in light which does not enter the
intact minds of many sane people whose minds are
closed” (Laing). The critique of society that em-
erges from the existential or phenomenological
perspective on mental illness is far broader than
the condemnation of the inhuman treatment of
patients in mental asylums. When understood in
existential terms — what the social process means
in terms of the experience of living human beings
— mental iliness may be understood as an expres-
sion of a testimony to the destructive and
depersonalising nature of modern society. In itself
mental illness, because unreflective, is not criti-
cal, but the insights it gives to its interpreters
most definitely are — one has only to look at the
writings of psychologists R. D. Laing and David
Cooper for highly critical approaches to the
nuclear family and the culture into which it social-
izes its children.
In many films (e.g. “They Might Be Giants”, “The
Conformist”), novels {“The Tin Drum”, "One Flew
Over the Cuckoo's Nest”), plays {"Marat”) and
songs, too, the expressions of mental “illness” are
seen as making sense, frequently in socially criti-
cal terms. The idea of art as a form of social criti-
cism has been taken up by Herbert Marcuse, who
sees art as “The surmounting of the antagonistic
man reality” (Eros and Civilization, p. 121).
ranscendence of the given reality also figures as a
primary aspect of the LSD experience. In his Essay
on Liberation Marcuse specifically links art, mad-
ness, drugs and politics. The creation of a "new
sensibility” is seen as a very important part of poli-
tical change. Though he does not believe drugs to
be a revolutionary force, he says that “Awareness
of the need for such a revoluti
for a new sensorium, is perhaps the kamel of truth
in the psychedelic search”. Many members of the
counter-culture, however, do see drugs as poten-
tially revolutionary, as a means of investigating
alternatives. and of breaking down the ideo-
logical hold that society has over them

THE DRUG CULTURE

“Shake your head and rattle your brain
Make you feel just a bit insane

ives you all the psychic energy you need

t flowers and kiss babies)
LSD.”
— from "The Acid Commercial”, by Country Joe
and the Fish,
The terms “‘drug-culture” and “counter-culture’
have become synonomous in everyday language
— there is a significant link between the use of
hallucinogenic drugs and the challenge of the
alternate life-style. The drugs have become part
and parcel of the oppositional stance on life in
modern society that is represented by the
counter-culture.
Thera are a number of significant parallels batween
the phenomenon of the drug culture and that of
mental illness, e.g the expressed mutual interest
of the existential theorists of schizophrenia and
the counter-culture. Ken Kesey, identified as a
leader of the acid wing of the counter-culture. is the
author of “One Flaw Over the Cuckoo's Nest”, a
novel mentioned above in reference to mental
iliness.
The nature of the perceptions experienced under
hallucinogenic drugs also bears some similarities
to the perceptions of the schizophrenic (see. eg
Lot's Wife, 19/6/72 — article on acid reprinted
from Ink). Unlike the schizophrenic's experience,
however, the LS.D. experience can be seen as
having socially positive effects — it can be seen
as aiding communication, breaking down the
inhibitions that keep people from realising each
other's humanity and subjectivity. The experience
of the “oneness” and harmony of the universe,
and of joy at being in the world (the “ecstasy” that
Laing believes “normal” people often forgol. can
be commen to both the acid and the schizophrenic
experience.
The similarity between the phenomena is also re
vealed by the nature of the responses of others 1o
them — to conventional society they exhibit many

of the same negative characteristics. The attribu-
tion given to marijuana smokers (who serve as the
common denominator of the counter-culture in the
public eye) in the booklet “New Facts about Mari-
juana” put out by the religious “Ambassador Col-
lege” group show a striking similarity with many
of the descriptions by parents of their schizo-
phrenic children reported in Laing and Esterson’s
Sanity, Madness and the Family: marijuana
“contributes to immorality” and produces a
“sluggish pattern of life: typically passive.
lethargic. lazy. nonproductive, slothful, sedentary
and completely lacking in drive and ambition”.
Marijuana smokers are “neglectful of personal
hygiene” and exhibit “continued defiance”,
“selfishness’’ and “‘no respect for parents’”. Many
of these are moral condemnations. reacting to the
counter-culture’s threat to some of the primary
values of modern society — e.g. "'drive and ambi-
tion”, cleanliness (which is, of course. next to
Godliness), and respect for authority.

There are, of course, some very significant differ-
ences between the drug culture and the mentally
ill. For the acidhead, his “insanity” is a matter of
conscious choice, and he remains more or less in
contact with the “normal” world and its language
and communication structures. This is especially
important in relation to the socially critical
nature of their insights — because the counter-
culture can, if it wishes, communicate with the
“straight” world, it can be politically effective: the
Yippies, for example, utilized many of the symbols
and normal communication patterns of society in
an unconventional way. fo- political effect

The counter-culture itself in its early enthusiasm for
the “insane”, the underdogs of society, failed to
distinguish adequately between its own cons-
cious insanity and the anti-social nature of many of
society’'s outcasts, to its cost — an article from
the last Whole Earth Catalogue reported “huge
ranks of alienated, anti-social psychopaths were
being absorbed into the generation's main flank
where they were turning into mad dogs and
destroying those who had welcomed them™
Examples referred to are Charles Manson and the
Hell's Angels.

The ideas and actions of the drug culture can be
seen as a conscious rational and meaningful
response to the society in which they find them-
selves, whose reality they see as repressive and
narrow, whose alienation and isolation as creating
unnecessary barriers between people, whose
morality is restricting and inhibiting the free
search for pleasure, and whose _technological
inhumanity as leading to the brutality of war and
exploitation. In this context the labels "escape’
and ‘“rebellion” become meaningless as
condemnations: one must ask escape from what?,
and rebellion against what? We must recognise
that the use of these labels is political, assuming
the right and goodness of existing society.

In the drug culture the "deviance” and the ideology
of opposition go hand in hand. The taking of drugs
can be seen as a response to a felt need reflecting
the inadequacy of the existing reality, which is
always present even if not expressed by all drug
takers. In the context of conventional opposition,
drug taking has become a symbol of defiance, of
rebellion against the established reality and the
moral and political authorities who attempt to pre-
sarve it The counter culture could exist without
drugs — its criticisms and affirmations are in no
way dependent on the drug experience though the
two are mutually confirming. The counterculture
cannot be seen simply as a sub-culture catering for
those who take drugs; it reflects a far deeper and
more critical dissonance and discontent with the
nature of contemporary society,

THE IDEA OF THE INSANE

The notion of insanity has become a critical cate-
gory. In the logic of the counter-culture and of the
existential observers of the “mentally ill”"sanity
and insanity have merged. For David Cooper, the
surrender of one's individuality, autonomy and
creativity to “conditioned sanity”, normality, can
be called “losing one's mind”, or "acquiescing to
the murder of oneself” — this is the “insanity of our
contrived sanity”. The ideological line drawn
between sanity and insanity has become trans-
parent. And the realisation of the sar of the
apparently insane, and the insanity of the appar-
ently sane, leads to socially critical conclusions.
Analysis and understanding of the counter-culture
and mental illness must take account of the mean-
ing of his experience for the person involved. It
must allow of the possibility of new and different
ways of cognizing and evaluating the existing
social reality. And if it assesses the implications of
s an'llyqu seriously, its theory will Iw critical and
its effect smancipatory It will be “on the side of
transcendence, of genuine freedom, and of true
human growth”. — R. D. Laing.
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VICKY RIDES AGAIN

Queen Victoria died seventy-
one years ago and yet — for
better or for worse — most of
us know very little about her.
Herbert Wilcox’s film *'Sixty
Glorious Years’, made in 1939,
brings the old dear very much
back to life.

Anna Neagle (Wilcox's wife) in the
role of the Queen puts in a very fine
performance. However | think it is
overshadowed by that of Anton
Walbrook as Prince Albert, her
husband.

At the time the film was released
overseas (the war and other factors
conspired to postpone the Aust-
ralian  Premiere for about thirty
years) the London Daily Sketch said
“Sixty Glorious Years is probably
the best film ever made™’; and most
other English and American
newspapers showered it with simi-
lar accolades. By present day
standards however, the film rarely
rises above quaintness. The cine-
matic art has made great advances
since this film was made and it is
therefare necessary to view it with
an eye chronologically attuned to
the 1930's cinema technique. As
such it is a wvery rewarding
expernence.

The story of the making of the film
is almost as interesting as the film
itself. Wilcox had King George Vl's
express permission to use all the
royal residences, the House of Com-

mons and the House of Lords for
location shots — the aura of con-
tained opulence comes with them
and lends the film a much greater
authenticity than acting alone could
have achieved.

| found the film much too esoteric —
but | suppose it is only so out of
necessity. All the big occasions are
there . Vicky's announcement of her
betrothal to Albert, the opening of
the 1851 Great Exhibition at the Cry-
stal Palace, the Charge of the Light
Brigade, the death of Prince Albert,
the Diamond Jubilee Celebrations,
etc., etc. but for all the significance
surrounding them it is only on a few
occasions that the actors can
manage anything better than
small-talk (“Shall we dance, tra-la-
la?”'), In fact in trying to soften the
image of Victoria, and make her
more of a human and less of a
symbol, Wilcox seems to have got
many of his priorities wrong: on a
few occasions she emerges as a
woman — a wife and a mother —
but never does the power of the
character break out. Victoria, more
than any other sovereign was the
one who put the monarchy on the
map. Nowhere in the film do we wit-
ness the transformation of the
monarchy into the new era which
Victoria ushered in. The lengthy

comments of the populace which
intersperse the film only tend to
detract from the desired effect

But the film was made in 1939!

Peter Cummins plays Monk O'Neill like Christ-on-wheels. There's
really nothing to say except that he’s acting for his life. If he was
playing chess with Death, he'd never go worse than a draw.

Arthur Miller said Death of & Sales-
man was firstly conceived as a
flash. as a man's life done in a
minute. After that. he sat down to
the craft of putting it together and
getting the “words right. A very
sober. symbolic play. that

A Stretch of the Imagination is just
its opposite: The Life of a Man. He's
there. home and hosed, from the first
entre . you'd wonder what was
going on — this joker in the grey
strides walks in raving about his hair
and how there used to be more of it.
After that, there's no holding him
back. It's a collection of every used
to be that he ever did. He comes on
strong with every foul deed and
amazing thing his life was made up
of.

He lives up country, by himself. The
last visitor was a toff who arrived by
accident when his Aston-Martin
broke down and Monk had to try to
be hospitable to the upper-class
prick. That was seventeen years ago.
But the play isn't morbid, just spot-
on. It made me feel a bit more
respect for all the old blokes I've
ever known and scoffed at: because
they knew old songs and were
cocky about their knowledge ...
would reminisce about how they'd
read the classics, slobber, and then
do it again. Because they boozed
and were disgusting, because they
stank and ranted and made a point
of little things. like shining their
shoes, or going for a walk to the
cormer.

It was always hard to credit that
they too'd got it in — in their time
Well, Monk O’'Neill scored. all right
— with the best root in the Sun-
raysia District. He sang songs to
tarts in Echuca and got spurned by a
stuck-up biteh from Orbost No
matter, she had a hold like a bowl of
porridge. O'Neill’'s literary agility is
Eenormous, at 79 and three-
quarters, he can still “cerebrate”
and at his three meals (tomatoes
make you randy) displays (albeit
exposes| a Yarra Bank gentility that
would out-pox Shakespeare
Hibberd's language is almost ridicu
lously good. | warmed to it. For the

first half an hour it was obvious that
he knew every Okkerism under the
sun, and was punishing his mind to
make these fit bits of stage busi-
ness reminiscent of the vaudeville
stuff of Syd Haylen. But Haylen was
a drag and a cliche. As it dawned
that Monk O'Neill was his own man,
| accepted the terms of the play and
we were away like a sharp stick.
Monk O'Neill is the best of every
Yarra Bank orator, Public Library
seat-sleeper, Salvation Army doss-
house parasite and pub philoso-
pher that you could ever hope to
meet. He's J. Alfred Prufrock full of
mushrooms and he couldn’t give a
stuff. He's done everything and
been everywhere . . . none of this

“I shall wear white flannel trousers
and walk upon the beach”,

Monk dropped his dacks
and laid her on the sand. He's
sparred with Les Darcy. kicked the
winning goal for Fitzroy in the 1913
Premiership, shagged his way
through every country town you
could name, and ended up with
three square meals a day, an invalid
pension, a tree in a box and a
stopped up shaft that won't piss
when he wants it to
O'Neill urinates at least half a dozen
times (all part of the dramatic
licence) to search vigorously for a
trace of the old spermatoza in his
brine.

A stroke of luck, the old bastard
gets athlete's foot and thinks he
must be virile yet — in the inevit-
able dialectic of the play this neces-
sitates a once around to the piss-
can.
He gets deep from time to time and
reflects on meaning, and love, and
his mates. - Various paper-crumbed
letters are produced to bear wit-
ness to his life's experiences
But the guts of this play isn't to be
found in analysis. It's as good as its
word and the word is its a two-pot
scream from go to whoa [t lacks,
perhaps the quintessential
completeness of Hamilet
Jack Hibberd, the sun shines from
your arse

ROBIN RATTRAY-WOOD
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Michael Fitzgerald is described as having had “as many as twenty-three jobs in one year”

@,

all this and he's written a play too. 'Driftwood’ is a particularly interesting example of
kind of local plays being written in Australia today. Local playwrights appear to be

struggling to find the correct balance between what could be called parochialism and

universalism.

As an example of this Alexander Buzo's play
‘Rooted’. while being distinctively Australian, was
able to succeed in America. The Great Australian
Play (that glorious pot of gold at the end of the rain-
bow) is apparently still in everyone's mind
Fitzgerald has conquered this basic problem
effectively — his play is undoubtedly Australian,
but not overpowéringly so.

‘Driftwood” builds up a superb atmosphere. The
seedy, sour aura it conjures up is perhaps the best
thing about the play. It is unfortunate that to a cer-
tain extent Fitzgerald's basic plot is not equal to
this overpowering atmosphere. We are presen-
ted with the old. old story — six people are
stranded on an island. Certainly there is a great
deal of originality in ‘Driftwood’, but it seems a
pity that the basic situation is a cliche that dis-
tracts from the action. However within this limita-
tion Fitzgerald has created a very tight and mowving
play. The sight first presented to the audience is aof
six apparent degenerates sprawled over the stage in
a drunken stupor. Their characters slowly emerge
from the morass. There is George — the keystone
of the play. He is a loudmouthed bully. His de
facto wife Sadie s @ good hearted soul who is
under his thumb. Horry is the most broken down of
all — his mind is eaten away and he is a total
wreck. Darrell is a disappointment — a stock
homosexual [t is unfortunate that Fitzgerald had
to play on tired old poofter jokes — not only was
Darrell rather unbelievable, but it does seem that by
now we can do away with drag jokes, Finally we
have David and Lily. the apparent outsiders —
young and (comparatively) innocent

The play as a whole is arresting. but in parts it
seems to break down. David is, in my opinion, a

character gone wrong. We feel that he is
somehow the protagonist, but he never appears
as one. His actions are clear, but his motivations
are hazy. The action of the play as a whole s very
well contrived. The play builds up to a climax that
is ing land how similar to the climax
of ‘King Lear’). We are left with three prostrate
characters. But the action leading up to the
maelstrom is good. Beginning with a not so start-
ling, sexually motivated approach [Darrel wants
David and George wants Lily) George's violence
bursts out, One scene that was brilliantly executed
was George's rape of Lily that took place offstage.
with Horry onstage writhing with the D.Ts.

George thus erupts with his pent up fury (certainly
the horrifying closing scene is a great plug for the
temperance movement). A few aspects of this part
of the play are unexplained — for example, why did
Sadie stand still and let George kick her? But
despite a few minor faults the climax of the play is
great theatre — the play as a whole builds up to the
final violence very effectively. We are aware of the
storm brewing throughout the play, but when it
bursts farth it has a startling effect.

Thus the action of ‘Driftwood’ is to be commen-
ded. But turning to the theme a few obstacles are
present. An interesting development seems’ to
present itself near the beginning of the play. David
says that he wishes he was like a piece of drift-
wood surrounded by water — just floating along.
This unusual and somehow very poignant image is
left dangling by Fitzgerald. Certainly the image of
the group as driftwood is there. In the closing
stages of the play trepidation is expressed because
driftwood burns so quickly. This image too is suited
to the play. But what happened to what | feel was
the most interesting image of all? | wish that Fitz-

Reviewed by PAUL SALZMAN

gerald could have further developed David's idea. it
was one aspect of the play that | found very exciting
There is a carefully effected sense of mis-directed
energy present in the play. The audience is made
aware of the fact that the characters on stage are
not merely victims of fate. In some manner all
have mis-directed themselves; they have wvirtually
flung themselves into their position. Fitzgerald is
here at his most articulate. He manages to narrow
the gap between the characters and the audience
A strange sense of empathy [not sympathy] is
present. In this way the full force of the play is
apparent, and in this sense | think that Fitzgerald
has achieved something quite spectacular

The standard of the acting vaned quite
considerably. Cliff Ellen was extremely good as
George — loud, aggressive. and totally obnoxious. |
am still unable to make up my mind about Kim
Gyngell's performance as David. Something didn't
quite gell, although I'm not sure whether perhaps
the character was missing something rather than
the acting. Of all the characters David, while being
the most recognizable from the audience’s point of
view, was to my mind the least real. Paul Glen
almost overplayed Darrell, but on the whole he
wasn't too bad. Marme Randall was quite accep-
table as Lily, but the outstanding performance
was Melva Miller as Sadie. Both she and Cliff Ellen
brought out the true potential of the play

Apart from a few faults, 'Driftwood’ was a success.
| teel that with a different setting and a slight
change in some of the characters it would be
slightly improved. However as it stands it is still a
fine play. With plays of this standard being written
in Australia our local theatre can start to come
alive. To achieve total theatre, a rapport must
exist between writers, directors and actors. Unlike
plays, written overseas, 'Driftwood’ {which was
written specially for Claremont) and the other new
Australian plays are enabling this merging of crea-
tive talent to take place. | am looking forward to
seeing Michael Fitzgerald's next play.
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Mothers, left to right — Jeff Sim-
mons, Mark Volman, Howard Kay-
lan, lan Underwood, Aynsley Dun

200 MO1

S-MOTHERS OF INVENTION sssc

Reviewed by SHAUN WILLIAMS

Film scores on record are almost inevitably a bore. They are
fine if you want to sit around your living room and reminisce
about your favorite movie, bring back those tears you shed when
you found out that he had leukemia, polio, the clap etc. or to re-
masturbate over the time she took all her clothes off and you
saw everything. But as the film censors have judged that it
would undoubtedly deprave and corrupt your innocent minds if
you saw 200 Motels these advantages unfortunately won’t
follow from a listen to this two record set.

Theatre is, to quote Frank Zappa, an
“integral part of the music’” so the
disadvantage of only hearing
rather than experiencing the work
of the Mothers, is a problem with
all of their records. This is much
more the case with this line-up of
the Mothers with Frank Zappa on
guitar and sometime vocals, lan
Underwood keyboards and winds,
Mark Volman and Howard Kaylan
lex-Turtles] wvocals and percuss-
ion, George Duke keyboards and
trombone, Aynsley Dunbar
drums, Martin Lickert Ireplacing
Jeff Simmons) bass, Jimmy Carl
Black vocal. It is with this band that
Zappa has been concentrating on
extended visual narrative mater-
ial that finally emerged as this film
The music on this record 15 how
ever a wviable part of the total con-
cept of the film and was played at a
concert in July last year Beanng
that in mind it becomes unnecess
ary to go into toe much detail about
the film's plot ar theme. |t 1s helpful
however to state that the plot more
or less tells of the Mothers’ visit to a
typically dead-arsed town called
Centreville and the problem they
have scoring some action. Some
members of the band play them-
selves, Ringo Star plays Frank and
there are a few other miscellan-
eous people who wander around
Thematically it 15 concerned with
the characters of the members of
the band, the idol worship they
generate, and, the theme of Live at
the Fillmore groupies and related
topics
The addition of the Royal Phil
harmonic Orchestra conducted by
Elgar Howarth to the band gives
the record a truly film sconsh
sound. Sometimes you get the feel
ing that they seem abit out of their
they had to cope with a
that read things like “horns
and shuffle decks of cards
ex-Maothers who
film, Motorhead
d running through the pit
as a vacuum ane a
part he executed with more
tivity than Olivier. more feelin
Gielgud blah blah blah

Page 20

Out of the shower, she sgueezes
her spots

Brushes her teeth

Squirts a deoderant spray over her
twat’”’ etc.

deal with the band's groupies as
does “Shove it Right in” and “Lucy's
(her and another exGTO star as the
groupies) Seduction of a Bored
Violinist” which is a fine flowing in-
strumental that reaches great

But overall

they seem to get into the spint of the
thing well ap n pilaces combing
with the Mothers beautifully

The music generally d

ally with the theme
Tracks ke "Dance of the
Rall  Interviewe and “Tounng
can make deal with the
band and its ¢ I of nsell
'Pe T r : Half a
Dozer VO Sq i
“Practising Practising
Half a Dozen Provocative Squats
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dramatic heights

The are some excellent satirical
numbers on the record particularly
‘Redneck Eats’ and “Penis Dimen
sion’ "Hiya friends Now just be
hon about it Do you realise the
possibility  that the size of your
penis or, in the case of many digni-
size of the ttties
provide ele
. pus  tension

weird twisted anxieties, that m

force a human being to become

bar, George Duke, Frank Zappa.

pohtician, a policeman. a Jesuit
monk, a Rock and Roll guitarist, a
wino, you name it, Or in the case of
the ladies. the ones that can't afford
a silicon beaf-up they become the
writers of hot books etc:’ Here the
cock-measurement-mentality a’
the whole masculinity equ
aggression aspect of the “Rock
scene’ really takes a fall.

RESPONSE

The most sustained musical tone of
the record is jarring plasticity pro-
duced by the combination of a full-
blown choir singing banalities in
ten part harmony backed by the
full power of the Royal Phil-
harmonic soaring -in a crashing
crescendo. This reflects one of the
major themes of the film and the
record best described as a wision
of America as seen through a motel
room. Tracks like “This Town is a
Sealed Tuna Sandwich” and “I'm
Stealing the Towels” chanted to
some creeping stealthly mus
bring off the vision so wividly rh.
you do feel sick when you hear it
There are several obstacles to a
favourable response to the music
of the Mothers. The first 1s that too
many people see the Frank Zappa on
the postar as really, really weird,
sort of far out. If you have this sort of
opinion of the Mothers forget it be
cause it is way off mark. The poster
was put out by an English photo
grapher without Zappa's know
ledge and in all the interviews that
we have been able to get here Zappa
sounds like an articulate, arrogant
but extremely dedicated musi-
cian. The second difficulty arises if
you fail to see the degree to which
satire, irony and above all parody are
techniques that are central to their
songs. If this is not understood
people start saying things like "Gee,
the cover of 'We're Only in 1t for the
Money was a real np-off from that
Beatles record, wasn't it

But if those misconceptions can be
dispelled. you will find that the
music of the Mothers of Invention
is a@ rich source of delight and pro-
vides the only penetrating
observations and criticisms of the
culture we h urselves lum
bered with sts in the form of
rock music four sides are a
good sample of the directions that
the Mothers' work is currently tak
ing, and will provide an introduct
won nto a very Wi ng style of
contempory music for those who
have not yet expenenced 1t




Coin Laundry
&
Dry Cleaning

45 Morton Street
NORTH CLAYTON

LOCATED 50 YDS. FROM THE CORNER
OF WELLINGTON AND BLACKBURN
ADS. DIAGONALLY OPPOSITE TWIN
DRIVE-IN THEATRE AND OPFOSITE
MONASH UNIVERSITY.

FWin
DRIVE
IN

CAR !IND MOTOR CYCLE TUITION

Discount for students “Im

5690188 51 444n g I

BLACKBURN RD.

LYNTOMN
COIN
LAUNDRETTE

OPEN DAILY
5 am. to 11 p.m.

INCLUDING HOLIDAYS

NOLENITIEM
18
NOLHOW

A PICTURE
OF LILY

A unigue opportunity
o securé a beautiful
sepla print (12" x
23") of this genuine
antigue nude. The
porn of ploneaers and
the health food of the
nation,

Patriotism be damn-
ed . . . this s the
REAL spirit of anzac.

35 sach (Inc. pos-
tage). $2.00 for two
inc. postage), $2.50

r three (inc. post-
age).

Send order form with
payment to R. Rees,
214 MacPherson
Narth
{ard make ouft
nights worthwhlla).

NAME
ADDRESS

Wednesday 23rd: John Graham &

Graham Loundes

Thursday 24th: Friends

Friday 25th: McKenzie Theory,

Bob Daly’s Diggers, Country Radio

Saturday 26th: Highway, Matchbox,

Carson.

Sunday 27th: Matt Taylor, Carson

Wednesday 30th: John Graham

Thursday 31st: Tamam Shud

Friday 1st: Talabene, H'way, Toads

Nitely

Saturday 2nd: Madder Lake, Toads

Nitely, Tamam Shud.

Sunday 3rd: Gerry's Farewell Nite
GARRISON
166 High St.

Prahran

=

\

SUZUKI

Join the new breed of the
seventies on race bred, race
proven SUZUKI.

ROAD BIKES

100ec to 750cc—1st, 2nd, 3rd
& 4th at Bathurst,

TRAIL BIKES

80ce 1o 400cc—1970-71 World
Moto-Cross Champions.
COMMUTERS

B0ce to 70cc—up ta 200 miles
per gallon,

AND THE PRICES?

SHOP carries a full range of accessories.

For your obligation free Litersturs

From sm or szm weekly
A $10 DEPOSIT WILL PUT YOU ON THE ROAD

For service on your Suzuki or any other bike call THE BIKE
SHOP — modern facilities, fast service and low, low prices.

HELMETS, WATERPROOFS, GLOVES ETC. — our GEAR

the bike ShOP wawvenn starstones

283 Elizabeth St., Phone 67 1117

I Apboress
[ ]

| Suzuki Model ........

The outstandi suc-
cess of the Melbourne
Film Festival,
SESSIONS: 10.30, 1.30, 8.00.
T, S
COLOUR o :

Segtqmber 15 is the vital closing date for graduates and final-year students to seek
administrative careers in the Commonwealth Service.

If you're interested in management and you've got what it takes, we can offer you a career
where you can employ the skills you've learnt at university. There's plenty of room to move,
between 27 departments and numerous specialist departments, between all the capital
cities and even overseas. We will pay you well from the start, and there are excellent
opportunities for advancement on merit while you are still young.

Besides straight administrative work,
accountancy, statistics, psychology, personnel work, management con-

sultancy ...

Ask your Appointments and Careers people for the booklet Opportunities
for Graduates, and an application form. Or call on the Recruitment Officer

at your focal

COMMONWEALTH PUBLIC SERVICE INSPECTOR'S OFFICE

there's research, economics,

SEPTEMBER
S MTWTEF 5 |

dsute ume TG

3456 7 dal
01112131
1718 1920 219

UBB/ABAN

PallaIS 94 0851 but r ber Sey 15isC

Ith Day—no later.
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MOTOR CYCLE D

REPAIRS AND SERVICE

297 Little Lonsdale St. Melbourne
1 5 % DISCOUNT THE REVOLUTIONARY

ACCESSORIES BOOKS OF
SCIENTIFIC SOCIALISM

1 5 % DISCOUNT Marx, Engels, Lenin, Stalin, Mao Tse Tung. Always on sale!

VANGUARD
FULL RANGE AVAILABLE The Weekly Australian Revolutionary Newspaper Bc

H E L M E Ts AUSTRALIAN COMMUNIST

The Bi-Monthly Journal of Marxist-Leninst Theory

FULL FACE - 53790 and Practice .1bc

AGV X69 - $16.90
FULLY APPROVED NEW CHINA NEWS

OUR PRICES ARE THE BEST The Edited Australian Weekly .10c

KAWASAKI — MONTESA — HONDA — JAWA — CZ
PEKING REVIEW s5¢

VANEED MOTOR CYCLES

1242 NEPEAN HIGHWAY, CHELTENHAM CHINA PICTORIAL 20c

Chinese Literature at .20c and Revolutionary posters and

NEW ROM
PENGUIN
AUSTRALIA

Australian capitalism Papua New Guinea | An Australian Newtown
Towards a Socialist Critique | Black Unity or Black Chaos? | Life and leadership in a
Working-Class Suburb

Edited by John Playford and | Hank Nelson
Douglas Kirsner Lois Bryson and
! i A e e Faith Thompson

Penguin Books Australio Limited
PO Box 257
Ringwood, 3134




LETTERS..
LETTERS..
LETTERS..

FARM WEEK
FARCE

Dear Eds,

It was a rather interesting exer-
cise watching the fun loving
ockers showing themselves up
as loud reflections of the animal
values our society comprises.

The line: up of crude entertain-
ment witnessed dunng Farm
Week could only be described as
being on a par with the most evil
smalling shit,

| must admit that the iron Man
Contest did provide & laugh:
those virlle masculine baings
displaying their splendour to all,
each took their turn to spew thair
bloody guts up. What do they think
Bassa is all about?

The little exhibition in the Hard-
st to Find Object needs little com-
ment. However | wonder if the
women in the crowd really under-
stood what the laughter meant
The excuse for a chastity best in
the Scavenger Hunt caused a
similar reaction. Used tampons
are not just @ bloody great laugh,
but when a tampon is interpret-
ed as a chastity belt and therefore
showing that a period is a time
whan you just don't fuck one feels
just a littie abused. Of course the
audience found this quite accept-
able.

However, | was most disappoint-
ed with the reaction of the crowd
especially the men, 1o the line up
of naked persons present. Cuite
8 few blokes stripped and the
reaction was “beauty ocker” This
was followed by the stripping of a
five-year-old girl and from several
comers | could hear amused com-
ments about her hairless infantile
cunt. A rather plump girl appeared
& little later on. The noise level did
not change, Someone comment-
ed on her courage, another just
said “yuck”| Yet then, fram the Top
af the balcony lunlike the others)
appeared a very “beautiful”- lady
over whaom the pleasure was so
snormous  that she performed
twice. What a display of petty
minds, especially the women and

the poor "homny” chick on the bal-
cony.

I find it hard to understand why
such an emphasis is placed on

ALL FREE (including coffee)

UNION NIGHT DANCE

This Friday, 1st September, 9.00 to 1.00a.m.

with Australia’s Top Dance Band,

THE

® STRANGERS =

and Trad. Jazz by the
YARRA YARRA JAZZ BAND
Folk: Carrl and Janie Myriad. Bob Crickett and Mike Gallagher
In the quiet of the Conference Room all night,
Film: "Bob & Carol & Ted & Alice”
Get together at 8.15 p.m. and 10,15 p.m. (Union Theatre)

M.AS. Activities

{Entry by |.D. card}

nudity. Why is it such an
thing, such a novelty, yet so
“yuck'' if it does not come in the
form of the "beautiful” Playboy
ideal.

LISA HOWARD

PHONE
INCREASE

Dear Sir,

re lron Man Contest: Having
witnessed the above event, | feel
strongly obliged to wrte and
express my opinion as 1o the “taste-
fulness™ of the contest, Admitting
the contest had some amusing
parts, one can nevertheless deny
the fact that much food was plainky
and wantonly wasted, and showed
the degeneration of both contes-
tants and spectators. When the
time has come that people delight
in watching others 'gorge’ them-
selves to the point of ‘throwing up’
it is a8 sign of barbanty and
immaturity. The contest, and also
the egg throwing competition,
was 8 deplorable waste of good
food that could have been pul to
perhaps less amusing but better
use, for which it was intended. |
have always been taught that food
s not to play with!
Incidentally, being an
activity, one presumes that all the
items which contestants fed on
were paid for by Union Fees.

| cannot exprass sl(onglv anuugh
how di ful such Imm
activities are. One wonders if
throwing up’ all over the forum is
not also a health hazard, it is hoped
that M.A.S. will consider omitting
the particular form of ‘stuffing one-
self with food to the point of sick-
ness’ in the lron Man contest
and think of some more construc-
tive and original way of amusing
the masses during Farm Week.
Yours etc..

Veronica A. Rosier. Denise Lan-
sall, Garry Almone. Sharon
Docking, Michele Daniel.

MAS

M.AS. ACTIVITIES PRESENTS

DAVID FROST

IN PERSON

ROBERT BLACKWOOD HALL,
THURSDAY, AUGUST 31, 1P.M.

TICKETS AT M.A.S. OFFICE

From Monday, August 28

81 $1 $1 $1

$1 $1 $1

Monash University, Wednesday, August 30
Robert Blackwood Hall

Hear the Stockholm Conference Speakers
Including Lamonte Cole (U.5.A.)

Hazel Henderson (J.5.A.)
Leo Solare (ltaly)

Joseph Sax (U.S.A.)

Robert Theobald (U.S.A.)
Kenneth Boulding (U.S.A.)

and others

—k THIS WEDNESDAY »——

Change of University

and change of
Faculty Applications

Application forms and university guides
for prospective 1973 studenis are now
available at Student Records, Administra-

GET 3+ A
CLOCKWORK
BEER

Down  qHE NoF-~

NOTTING HILL HOTEL

Cnr. FERNTREE GULLY and GARDNERS ROADS
NOTTING HILL

Positions are available in
1973 at Royal Brisbane
Princess Alexandra ancf
Mat.er Misericordiae

itals for first year
M ical Officers. Salary
is $6,056 p.a. Single
accommodation is available
at all hospitals.
Further details and
Application Forms can be
obtained from: The
Director General of Health
and Medical Services,
Administration Building,
Cnr. George and Elizabeth
Sts., Brisbane, Queensland.

lications
ose Oct.2nd.....

tion Building, for:

Change of faculty within Monash Uni-
versity

. Change of University within Victoria.
. Entry to University for other than 1972

school Matriculation pupils.
Student Records

BUY NOW
AND SAVE 7

Talaphons - Sdd 3099

Lessons = o ha

|As| MONASH DRIVING SCHOOL

L] LEARN TO DRIVE SAFELY WITH‘[Q

Spetlll Concession Rales to Student
STE r..| MN AND FLOOR GEAns
rom wersilly or Home, all
immediate  lassons  and
licence tests aranged

280 4047 It o Bnswer 560 5701

hour  and A«rrl-e ds
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Y, WHAT HAPFENED TO ALL THOSE { Too! I ATE ——
e e as s N [ TR0 =
ONE DILL PIGKLE AND ONE SOUR Y )

IM SOHRY, SIR.
THERE 5 NG SUCH
~ NUMBER.
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