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News

Midnight
Couwp

by David Freeman

ngl, it seems that you never know where the
next little revolution is to break out at Monash —

OR WHEN.

Last Monday (22-6-70) about 30 Dip. Ed. stu-
dents decided that they had had enough of their
course and the way it was being managed and
called a general meeting of all Dip. Ed. students.

And inspite of the fe
very little notice of 1
ing was given, over 250 stu
dents graced the aggrieved
with their presence

| had always regarded my
fellow Dip. Ed students as
being rather timid little souls,

well socialised and happy
with their bleak fulures.
| ws wrong., Seems they
can be roused — but when
they are they are easily led.
On  entering the lecture

theatre booked for the meet-
ing, each student was handed
a broadside with the follow-
ing motions:

1. That this meeting of
Monash University Dip. Ed
students expresses its deep
digsatisfaction with the exist-
ing Dip. Ed course.

2, That this meeting deplor-
es the lack of co-ordination
between the various educa-
tion subjects and the conse-
quent unreasonable pressure
of work that has been brought
to bear on students, especially
during August and September.

3. That this meeting de-
mands thatl the workload and
completion dates of assign-
ments and essays be recon-
sidered.

4. That this meeting recom-
mends the immediate setting
up of a deputation to nego
tiate on behalf of students
with the Dean and subject
heads.

5. That this meeting be ad-
journed until Tuesday, 21st
July, at 1.10 p.m., and that the
elected deputation report
back to the meeting on that
date.

Now, as the students de-
bated these rather strongly
worded motions, several inter-
esting facts emerged.

Firstly, it would appear that
there are a great number of
Dip. Ed students that are very
unhappy with their general
course — and they intend to
do something about it

Secondly, our old friend
Mr. Paul D'Astoli apparently
sees himself as one of the
saviours of these worried
worthies. He was instrumental
in setting up the first cligue

| trying to make some pol
| capital, |

of ‘conspirators’; he moved
motion at the meeting
did a considerable amou

talking (or w it talkin
down?); he had nominatec
with two others for a place

on the negotiating panel well
before the meeting

But good luck to you, Paul
If you help the students

don't particularly

mind — providing you are as

sincere as you purport,
Thirdly, despite the many

| different courses that are am-

braced by the Diploma of Ed-
ucation, the students seemed
happy to elect only four stu-
dents to the negotiating com-
mittee. They were quite happy
to write the committe a
blank chegque and to all
to co-opt as many other mem-
bers as it wants, when it sees
fit

But at this amazingly radi-
cal meeting, several most im-
poartant points were missed,
or summarily dismissed.

There is, al present a won-
derful new pilot course that
is being conducted alongside
the main Dip. Ed. course. It
takes a rather different ap-
proach to educating teachers
and has been proclaimed by
most participating in it to be
a most worthwhile alternative

It is my gquess that the
main stream Oip. Ed. students
have noted its exciting new
activities and now wish to
undergo a similar fate.

Untortunately, none of the
most vocal convenors of the
meeting bothered to suggest
that they would like their
course format to be changed
to that of the pilot course.

They were more concerned
with petty details like revision
of completion dates for as-
signments and lack of co-
ordination amongst the six
compulsary subjects.

Perhaps the '“furtive 30"
recognise that it might be a
long, bitter, uphill battle to
gain what all these main-

stream Dip. Ed. students de-

| serve — a course akin lo the
| pilot course.

For, you see, my friends,
| even academics are loathe to
try anything new.
| It was an uphill battle even
itc bring the pilot course into
being.

Only a handful of the Edu-
| cational Faculty staff were at
| all interested in trying an &x
| periment in their own back-
yard. Mr. John Fyfield and Dr.
Cleverley, both senior lectur-
ers in Education, werg not
successful in  their first
attemp! at setting up the pilot
course. Only when Professor
Fensham returned from an
overseas junket with similar
jdeas, was the idea given
careful consideration.

When the Dean of Sduca-
| tion, one ex-Scotch College
| headmaster, and once a cap-
tain of a destroyer, called
Professor Selby-Smith, finally
blessed the project, only a
handful of staff could be
found to put it into ction.

It is apparent, then, that
students have to make de-
mands, that these demands
should be explicit,

For God's sake, tell the
Dean specifically what you
want, not by a committee that
pretends to be representative
but by taking time at a gen-
eral meeting to decide whal
you all want. Then, at least
ne knows he is conironting
hundreds of students and not
a group that he can, quite
justly, claim to be unrepre
sentative.

Don't be worried about the
fact that we are half-way
through the academic year —
you are as important as next
year's course. Stand up and
demand what you fairly de-
serve the best that the
faculty can give you, this
year,

Finally, let me point out that
there is cause for hope —
Frofessor Selby-Smith is, In
comparison to  the othe
Deans;, a very receptive per-
son,

(I know that Mr. D'Astoli
will rush into print to assure
me and you that he is a man
of the finest motives and that
| have misinterpreted many of
the facts, | fully realise that
| have not covered all the im-
portant points on this topic,
But this is purposeful — | am
fondly hoping that you apa-
thetic students will get up off
your bums and type me a
torrid reply — | await your
dissertations, seated, fondling
away in Lot's Wife's lap.)

LOU

COSTELLO
SACKED

Lou Costello has been sacked from his posi-
tion of part-time member of the teaching staff
in the Engineering Faculty at Melbourne Univer-
sity for his political activities.
told that the reason he was sacked was
p in the painting of slogans on
walls around the university several weeks ago

Lou claims that the main reason he was fired is that

He was

he

sk part

ause

he was amongst those who
Board last Tuesday
The Deputy Vice-Chancellor,

Costello some photographs of walls with slogans painted
on them. Costellc admitted to being jointly responsible.

The Deputy V.C. was informed of Costello’s activities
by the academic registrar, Mr. A.G.T. Bell.

Lou Costello said that he had encountered no previous
complaints against him and that he had never had any
quarrel with the Chemical Engineering Department.
said that it was the Administration that had been trying

to have him removed

The decision to fire him was a pur_el\.r personal one and
was not based at all upon his teaching ability.

New Appointment
for Dr Tatz

by Willie

A new department of pali
tics which is to be set up at
New England University at

the beginning of next year Is
1o be hea by a member of
staff at this university

The staff member is Or. ©

Tatz who is al present head
of the Ahoriginal Research
unit in Departme of

Sociology and Anthropoloay

Dr. Tatz is going to create a
two stream politics curriculum
one with a politico-sociologi
cal approach and other
with an administrative-institu-
tional approach,

Dr. Tatz wanis to institute
a course which will have
more relevance to stodents;
One of the courses will be
concerned with political
thorrght  since  the second
world war rather than with
theory such Aristotle and
Plato which he considers to
a certain extent outmoded.

"For the kid who is going
tn study politics as a terminal
covrse it will be much more
meaninnful for him fto study
political nhilosophers of the
mndern era’, he said

Or Tatz will also put great
emphasis on the politics of
race reiations which he him-
<glf is interested in. Apart
from revamring the existino

| field of race politics there is
| no 'such thing as scientific

conrse entitied "Politic

LOT'S WIFE

sat in on the Professorial

Professor Hill, showed

He

Public Administration courses
Dr Tatz will intfredice a new
| Cul-
ture and the Mass Media’

There will also be special
inits on science and oovern-
ment which will #eal with the
role of scientists in govern
ment

Mew England is establishing
next year for the first time in
Australia a dearee called the
bachelor of social sciences.

Dr. Tatz is not interested in
trving to form a wvalue free
discipline. "At least in the

objectivity, this is a chimera
and | am not going to try and
pursue 'holy grails’"”

Dr. Tatz will also place
greater emphasis on the
nolitics of emergent African
States. I don't think that
there is a sinale University
in Avstralia that teaching
anything about this", he said

“There is an assumptian
that we all know about the
politics of the ‘right’ and the
answer is that we don't |
would like to see students
examine certain social move-
its like the Kiu Klux Klan
movement and the John Birch
Society and other right-wing
organisations'’, he said
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LANGER
EXCLUSIONS

Albert Langer has been
refused enrolment In an
M.Sc. Preliminary (Informa-
tion Science) at Melbourne
University. He has again been
refused permission to attend
units in Information at Mon-
ash.

In a letter to the academic
registrar at Monash dated
May 12, Langer formally ap-
plied to be enrolled in Com-
puter Technology Digital Logic
and Advanced Programming.

He was aware from a docu-
ment signed by the registrar
that it is necessary to be
enrolled in a unit before at-
tending the lectures. Langer
sald in his letter that his at-
tendance at the lectures "has
not so far caused any notice-
able deterioration” in
academic standards or incon-
venience.

According to Langer, the
registrar did not give any
reasons for the rejection.

Professor Westfold's sugges-
tion that he "enrol at another

by Sally Lathlean

tertiary institution or else
take a job in industry or
commerce' were reiterated.

Langer has been unable to
gain admittance to other ter-
tiary institutions largely be-
cause of his Inability to pro-
duce an acceptable cerfificate
from Monash recommending
his past behaviour.

The Science Faculty at Mel-
bourne invoked regulation
3.3.18 which requires a cer-
tificate telling of the student's
“good name and character”.
This could not be complied
with.

A letter from Professor
Finch of the Mathematics De-
partment at Monash, confirm-
ing Langer's good standing
with the department was not
seen as a sufficient recom-
mendation.

On June 11 an open meet-
ing of about 400 students
overwhelmingly supported Al-
bert Langer's application to
enrol for a higher degree at
Melbourne University. One of

News

the five motions passed con-
demned the Professorial
Board and the University for
their handling of the Albert
Langer case.

A group of about 25 stu-
dents forced their way into
the Professorial Board meet-
ing five days later. The Board
agreed to reconsider its
decislon at a later date. The
chairman, however, was not
prepared to commit the Board
to an open meeting. He said
it was a matter for the Board
and the S.R.C. to discuss
when the S.R.C. “has deter-
mined its course of action”
and "the facts in the case and
any other sounding of student
opinion it cares to make'.

At present the students at
Melbourne are doing their
best to keep the issua at
"confrontation level". Mean-
while, those responsible for
Albert Langer's exclusion from
Maonash seem to be standing
firmly behind their decision.

Westfold
Decision

At meeting number 5/70 of the Science Faculty
Board on Wednesday, 10th June, the following dis-
cussion took place concerning Mr. Langer. The
issue was whether or not he should be admitted

into the Faculty as an i

rregular student and was

raised as part of the Dean's report.

Dean Westfold opened the discussion by stat-
ing that he had been asked by the Academic Reg-
istrar for his opinion as to whether Mr. Langer

should be accepted into
student.

The Dean went on to say
that it was his intention to
recommend that Mr. Langer
not be accepted as an irreg-
ular student and that his pur-
pose in raising the question
at the meeting was that he
was merely consulting the
board to ascertain its opinion.

During the course of the
discussion the Dean cited the
following as the main reasons
for his decision:

1. That in doing the units
Mr. Langer's gualifications for
commencing an M.Sc. Prelim-
inary course at this university
would not be improved and if
Mr. Langer thought otherwise
then he had misinterpreted
the letter sent to him by the
Dean earlier in the year,

2. That as was partly the
reason for his not being ac-
cepted as a regular student,
Mr. Langer would not devote
what the Dean considered a

the faculty as an irregular

sufficient amount of time to
the academic work involved in
his course.

The Dean also asked for
Professor Wallace to com-
ment. Professor Wallace made
the following points:

1. That he had recommend-
ed that Mr. Langer be accept-
ed to do his M.Sc. preliminary.

2. That, like any other mem-
ber of the public, if there was
sufficient room in the course
to accept an irregular student
who was willing to pay the
fees and was likely to benefit
trom the course, then he
should be accepted.

3. That it was the opinion
of himself and all others in
the Department of Mathemat-
ice with whom he had spoken
and who had come into con-
tact with Mr. Langer on aca-
demic grounds, that he was
capable of doing the course
and gaining benefit from it

The point was further rais-
ed that it was illogical to ad-
mit Mr. Langer as an irregular
student if he was not accept-
ed as a regular one.

Professor Wallace answearer
inis by saying that it was a
separate issue and further,
that he disagreed with the
initial decision to exclude Mr.
Langer from being a regular
student.

After further discussion,
the whole issue lasting for
approximately 45 minutes,

Professor Bornstein suggest-
ed that the argument was
going round in circles and
continued discussion would
not help matters. Thus, he
moved that the Dean's motion
be put. This movement was
seconded and carried. The
Dean's motion read:

THAT Mr. Langer be re-
fused admittance as an irreg-
ular student into the course
he had chosen.

It was passed by a vote of
15 to 6. Those who voted
against the motion were Pro-
fessor Wallace, Dr. Wadison,
Mr. Green, Mr. O'Connor and
Mr. Smith (these being the
undergraduate students' rep-
resentatives, and Mr. Arnott
(being the postgraduate stu-
dents' representative).

Peter Smith,
year Science Faculty

Board representative.

1st
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La Trobe
shambles

by David Uren

Six La Trobe students have, in the last 10 days,
been charged, tried, convicted, declared innocent
and are now due to be tried again.

The latest in the vaguely beserk situation is that the
Vice-Chancellor, Dr. Myer, has temporarily rescinded
the suspensions he imposed on six students involved in

demonstrations against
recruiting on campus.

He is now setting up a
three man committee to inves-
tigate their cases. The com-
mittee will consist of Prof.
Ellis, Mr. Rleg Henry (who has
actively supperted the sus-
penced students) and an in-
dependant chairman from
outside the university,

On Tuesday, the students
were notified by letter that
they had been suspended
and that they were not al-
lowed on the campus until
they officially re-applied for
places.

In the meantime, the entire
8.R.C. executive has resigned
as a result of a no-confidence
motion passed by the Student
Representative Council,

The no-confidence vote was
over the executive's handling
of the Vice-Chancellor's de-
cision to suspend the stu-
dents.

Since the sentences were
given, the Vice-Chancellor
has been pressured by wide-
spread student and staff
activity to reconsider his ver-
dict.

The demonstration took
place on June 16. The stu-
dents were charged with
failing to obey an order from
a member of staff by remain-
ing in the Careers and
Appointments Office after be-
ing directed to leave, obstruc-
ting the use of university
facilities and having "acted in
a way detrimental to the good

repute of the university by be- |

having in a disorderly man-
ner"

Charges were also laid
against the 5 R C. vice-presi-
dent but were later dropped.

The disciplinary hearing
was held on Friday, June 19
despite student demands thal
the hearing should be collec-
tive and open and that it
should be delayed five rays
s0 as to allow a student

Defence Department officials

general meeting to be held
to discuss the matter.

Because these demands
were not met there was an
occupation of the administra-
tive centre on the Friday.

The charged students were
requested to attend the dis-
ciplinary hearing, but the
place where the hearing was
to be held was changed at
the last minute and the six
students concerned were not
notified about the new loca-
tion so their trial was held in
their absence.

The suspensions provide
that the students are not al-
lowed on the university cam-
pus until the time comes for
them to officially re-apply.
One of those suspended,
Grant Evans, is the editor of
Rabelais.

Dr. Myer, the Vice-Chancel-
lor, explained to about 500
students and staff that the
reason that the students were
convicted without them being
represented, was that the
Friday hearing was not in fact
the disciplinary hearing but
was merely an investigation
and arising out of that investi-
gation he had the arbitrary
power to pass judgment.

The Vice-Chancellor said
that the seven students
charged were singled out of
the crowd at the demonstra-
tion as a deterrent.

The Vice-Chancellor has
been given a petition with the
signatures of 65 students say-
ing that they were also at the
demonstration and that they
should likewise be charged.

About 70 students were in-
volved in the occupation of
the administrative centre on
the day of the "“investigation™
Whilst students were trying to
get into the admin. building, a
door was smashed and right-
wing students turned fire-
hoses on other students.

ATTENTION

The attention of all mem-
bers of the university is
drawn to the fact that there
have been 11 reported cases
of either molestation of girls
or indecent exposure on the
university site within the last
eight weeks, The incidents
have occurred near the west-
ern entrance to Physics, the
north-western end of the
Union, the Bio Medical Lib-
rary, south-eastern car parks,
pathway to Halls of Residence
and the Sports area,

As the thick shrubbery in
these areas lends itself to the
concealment of the individ-
uals involved in these acts, it
may become necessary o
clear the growth away, The
grounds committee are reluc-
tant to do so believing that

this is a negative approach
and one which also, to some
extent, destroys the pleasing
effect the gardeners have
created.

The intention of this note
is to alert all persons, particu-
larly girls, to the problem and
the danger. Anyone seeing
people behaving in an inde-
cent or suspicious manner,
are asked to immediately re-
port the instance to staff in
the neares! building. Staff in
turn are asked to contact the
university switchboard im-
mediately (dial 9), and ask
for Mr. Fletcher of GCentral
Services. In the event of the
incident occurring after 5.00
p.m., please advise the Gate
Patral Office at the main en-
trance,
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EDITORIAL

JULY 3 AND 4

The Moratorium proved in a positive way the strength and
the depth of the peace movement. It revealed through its
success the extent Melbourne can be mobilized over Vietnam
and conscription

The myth that all anti-Vietnam or anti-government demon-
strations for that matter must be violent was destroyed.

But the Moratarium, its org i its support and its
memories are dead and bu SLICCesS.
before us

The annual
although the
litants™ will
¢ night

strabon

IN THE PAST

Past July 4 demonstrations have been largely of an un-

wieldly and negative nature. The annual battle between the
sons of the middle class (the students) and the sons of the
working class (the police) been about as Marxist-
Leninist as Anzac day. The vast bulk of students involved in
confrontation tactics have usually become cynical or disillu-
sioned about the power of the STATE especially when it is
felt at the end of a baton. The annual “march ins” have only
provided a hostile press and a hostile government a chance to
create a hostile electorate.

have

MILITANCY A NECESSITY

The government has kept its word, and taken little notice
of the Moratorium. The troops are still in Vietnam, conscrip-
tion continues and Australia is now providing military aid to
the right-wing militarist dictatorship in Cambedia which seized
power illegally. Meanwhile the Vietnamese people suffer.

Greater militancy is now required, For dissent to be
effective it will have to break away from the usual procession
of placards, flags, and festive chants. All western countries
are now witnessing a steady slide to the right. Not only are the
Heaths, Nixons and Gortons in power, but the Wallaces, the
Paisleys, the Powells and the Regans. A physical clash with
the police would do nothing to alter this trend. A direct con-
frontation of the laws which govern Vietnam and Conscription
would possibly go a lot further. The collection of unspecified
aid for the N.L.F. from the 5000 who will probably attend
would be a more defiant gesture than confronting “working-
class’ policemen. Similarly the signing of petitions “inciting”
pecple not to register would be equally effective. Other means
of effective protests are open.

There is a point at which you can no longer claim to hold
an opinion unless you can proclaim it. But if you wish to
change things by your proclamation then the gesture must be
calculated towards positive and constructive change. This Fri-
day and Saturday will provide ample opportunity to demon-
strate to the government its ineffectiveness in the face of mass
opposition.  The dynamics and the diverse nature of U.S.
economic and militarist expansionism can be revealed.
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NATIONALISM

NONSENSE?

Rabaul and the Gazelle Peninsula
of New Britain hit the headlines of
Austra at
with a

(who with
make uf
Pean
Chrl
by
vance
of Papua-New Guine
greater propartion
jobs than any other group
have several million dollars
bank accounts. They are a matrilineal
peaple with communal power held by
the lineage elders. Most of the land
has been held communally, however,
traditionally it has always been pos-
sible for a man to hold some land on
an individual basis, as well as some
private property. This has given
rise to a class of what T. S. Epstein
has called “primitive capitalists" (T.
S. Epstein, Capitalism Primitive and
Modern, A N.U. Press 1968), a class
of potential entrepreneurs who In
recent decades have become frus-
trated at the lack of business oppor-
tunities allowed them by the colonial
economy of the Territory. Today the
Tolai are small cash croppers, but
many men also have jobs in Rabaul.
The most important crops are copra
and cocoa.

Disputes with the Administration
and with Europeans is not new to the
Tolai, as early as the 1920's there was
a dispute with the Administration over
land purchased for the Rabaul air-
port, which still has not been com-
pletely settled. In 1960 there was a
dispute involving the people of
Matupit Island near Rabaul over the
purchase of land by a company for
a quarry. In fact land is rapidly be-
coming the biggest problem on the
Gazelle. Some 40% of the best land

was alienated during German rule
and after the first World War much
of the expropri 1 land was
sold to Aust ex-

campaigned | -
sambly on the e of allenated
lands and won e Mataungan As-
sociation was formed in early 1968

under the initiative of Tammur and a
number of men from Matupit Island,
with expropriation of European-held
land as a major aim.

However, the issue on which the
Association has crystallised is that
of the multi-racial council. In 1948
five native village councils were
formed in the Peninsula, which in
1852 were made exclusively Tolai.
In February, 1969, a new council was
formed which included the whole of
the Tolai population, and which for
the first time permitted members of
other ethnic groups to stand. It was
argued by Tammur that the people
were not sufficiently informed about
the changeover and no committee
had been set up to explain it. It was
undemocratically proclaimed and a
referendum should have been held,

| otherwise the people would boycott

the election. The changeover was in
fact discussed for a year before it
was made, so the people knew about
it; but whether or not they fully
understood its implications is another
matter. The Administration refused
the referendum with the dubious
argument that it would be too expen-

| sive, then spent $2 million suppres-

sing the trouble that followed, Boy-
cott the election they did, 20% of the
people voting compared with the
30-50% which is the usual turnout.

‘- __POPULARITY PO




This resulted in the election of
three Europeans, a Papuan, a Chin-
ese, several of other groups and 33
Tolai.

Expatriates of the Peninsula de-
plore the recent violence of the
Movement, and tend to dismiss it as
nonsensical. | was assured by
Europeans in Rabaul that most of
those in the marches were old
people, children, and a few of other
ages, none of whom seemed to
know what it was all about. They
laughed at the man who carried a
sign which he had picked up outside
a cafe, and at the man who sold
their duk duk symbol to a tourist
during the big march of late 1969,
Cne Australian teacher told me of all
the contradictory statements Oscar
Tammur had made, and how naive
they were. On the other hand one of
the leaders, John Kaputin, who | got
to know quite well while in Rabaul,
believes that it has the makings of a
nationalist movement

Certainly some of their views may,
to us, seem somewhat Irrational.
Some members were concerned that
the move to a multi-racial council
meant that Europeans would soon be
taking over large slices of native
land for factories though there were
in reallty no such plans and individ-
uals cannot by law purchase land
from indigines.

Some were afraid that Europeans
were attempting to place themselves
in high positions which they would
hold after independence.

Oscar Tammur is known to have
gone around villages telling men that
the multi-racial council would enable
Europeans to dominate the Peninsula
and they would marry all the local
women. Somea young people told me
that they would not believe all these
things. But the people listen to
Oscar Tammur nevertheless; when
Mr. Whitiam was in Rabaul the
people were told to go to hear this
leader of the Australian Government,
and 10,000 people went to the meet-
ing. One man | spoke to in a village

was adamant that he joined the Asso- -

clation because ''no like multi-racial
kansel” and because it always gave
“bad words”. He spoke also of the
bad methods the Administration was

now using, which reflects Oscar
Tammur's influence.
However, Europeans are making

the mistake made so often elsewhere
in the colonial world if they dismiss
it lightly because it seems irrational.
They are looking at politics in terms
of Western values. Political activity
is still basically on the primary group
level. One student told me that his
tamily joined the Association because
most others in the village did. Mr,
Whitlam’s meeting was for most
people a family outing; whole family
groups, young and old came to it
on the family or the village truck.
These people cannot be expected to
have a sophisticated political percep-
tion, and so will be very easily swayed
by articulate |leaders who have high
status in the traditional social struc-
ture as Oscar Tammur has. As with
the Mau Mau and such movements
in Africa, traditional symbols are
used. The symbol of the Movement
is the duk duk, a kind of messenger
of the spirits in the Tolai cosmology,
and symbol also of an ancient male
cult. So the intelligent leader play-
ing for support uses his social status
and appeals to traditional values as
well as addressing himsell to objec-
tive rational grievances, in this case
expropriation of European held land.

As for the leaders, Eurcpeans are

The Mataungan
Association

again asking too much if they are
expecting Nkrumahs and Nyerere's at
the present stage of development.
On the other hand there is a tendency
to underestimate the ability and the
rationality of the leadership. Oscar
Tammur has not had much education,
although he has had a number of
mechanical jobs in the Territory and
in Australia, and his contact with
Europeans has left him very bitter. He

‘

told me rather angrily of the low
wages for equal work he has seen.
John Kaputin has studied economics
in Hawaii, Damien Kereku, the Presi-
dent and several others have spent
many years in a8 seminary, and are
now school teachers.

The arguments of the leaders have
the same basis as nationalist move-
ments in colonial countries, a pro-
found bitterness towards the legacy
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of colonial rule. Expatriate compan-
ies have such a strangle-hold on the
commerce of the Peninsula (and in-
deed of the Territory) that the people
cannot force their way into business.
John Kaputin claims that the people
own no more than 10% of their econ-
omy.

For some time now he has been
manager of the Administration-run
League of Savings and Loans Societ-
ies, which purports to grant low in-
terest loans to help businessmen on
their way. But he believes this is a
farce and so far very few loans have
been granted. It still hasn't altered
the situation that most men attempt-
ing to get into business have not the
security needed for reasonable loans,
which is because they are not estab-
lished yet. It is a vicious circle and
the leaders are asking for more toler-
ance in giving loans.

They argue that the power struc-
ture of the council, and of the Terri-
tory is dominated by Evropeans. With
the multi-racial council, three Euro-
peans among 33 Tolai is enouch to
gain the upper hand, because the
timid elderly councillors are easily
swayed by the opinions of Europeans
and can never counter their argu-
ments. When | suggested that people
like John Kaputin himself should
stand, he said that it would make
very little difference unless the
power structure was changed, both
in local and Térritorial Government.

The ultimate aim of the Association
and | think it is mainly Kaputin's idea,
is to set itself up as an alternative
council, and also to act as a sort of
development Corporation on the
model of the Co-operative Movement
which now operates throughout the
Territory. Steps have already been
taken towards this goal. Those who
support the Association pay their $2
per head per annum tax to the Asso-
ciation Instead of the council and
the money is being held in trust. It
also runs its own market in opposi-
tion to council market, but as yet has
not met with much success. The tax
collection has been however has
so far yielded more than $50,000.

Mor are the arguments without
validity. The House of Assembly is
at the - present time a facade of
democracy devoid of any real power
At the Council level there is a long
history of projects thal failed, appar-
ently because of Council apathy. In
1960 there was a plan to build a
workshop at Malaguna Technical
School, at which boys could both
learn and do mechanical repair work
for the public. It was rejected by the
council and one European officlal ex-
plained that it was against Adminis-
tration policy, which was to encour-
age progress by private enterprise
The local cocoa project is now con-
trolled by the council, which is no
longer autonomous as since 1855 all
laws have to be submitted to Port
Moresby for approval

So the growth of the Mataungan
Association is the outcome of a long
history of bitterness and frustration
People are joining it for many differ-
ent reasons, to get more land, to get
better business opporiunities, to get
more power for their people, because
they are bitter about the control| vil-
lage elders have, because they have
just left school and cannot find a job
and a host of other reasons, some
perhaps less rational, but the Govern-
ment is making a grave error if It
attempts to suppress Mataungans
without looking carefully into their
claims.
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Marijuana
Stand
Sensible

Dear Sir,

| wish fo complement you on
your sound and thoroughly sensible
editorial on marljuana.

It is & refreshing contrast to the
narrow-minded and completaly Vie-
torian aftitude of the Monash Labor
Club who seem to see il as some
sort of corrupter of revolutionary
spirit. It's a pity that the club doss
not iry o weld together people of
anti-establishment values and try
fo politicise them instead of play-
ing Arthur Rylah.

The Labor Club would sooner
have the students getling pissed to
the eyeballs and driving themselves
to oblivion on the bitumen, that take
thal harmless herb.

The club expresses the same Ig-
norance and stupidity as the Aus-
tralian Government. It seems person-
al liberation and freedom Is not a
Marxian goal. Instead the chinaliners
are going to dictsie to us as the
capitalists what we can or cannot
do il we are to be pudged sultable
revolutionary material,

Mathodist mentalities are a thing
we can do without in a new society
constructed by rmadical social
change.

Yours,
Ronald Billln? o
Science [I1.

Pot
Degenerates

Dear Sir,

| found your editorlal on “Pot”
o true sign of what student protests
have degeneraled to. It's people like
you, with your so-called progressive
ideas; that destroy the quality and
decency ol our society.

For once in my |ife | find myself
in total agreement with the Monash
Labor Club, although | am ne fellow
traveller,

Al least they are sensible snough
to realise that thelr organisation will
collapse Into & pack of degenaerales
if they allow drugs amongst their
mambers. Surely, they reallse, |ike
ma, thal once marijuana cresps In
it will lead to heroine and opium in
a matter of days

Let's face it, you don't see China
or Russla legalising drugs lke you
want us to do. They know when to
take & firm hand and protect their
youth Just as the Labor Club does.

If we are to fight against people
such as the Langers and the Hydes
and stop them from taking over the
streets, as they did the othar day,
then we must lake & strong look at
ourselves and see what we are.

Yours,
Margret Skeggs,
Arts |

'Quality
of Life'

Dear Sir,

| am very much interested in what
Slr Henry Bolte smbiguously calls
‘quality of life’ presumably as inter-
preted by his Government and the
Councils answerable to his Govem-
ment — a number of questions must
be resolved in terms of this 'quality’,

(1] living is includ.
then how does Sir Henry Justify
the persistent policy of the Housing
Commission of home demolition
when pollution-prone faclorles, brew-

aries and abattoirs still abound In
inner residential areas?

How does ha reconcile the spate
of super developments and high-rise
flats, again at the expense of houses,
with any improvemant In the gquality
of family life in Melbourne?

How can he reconcile his position
at Patron of the National Trust with
the wrecking of 11 classified build-
Ings anly last year? If Sir Henry be-
lisves in preserving the quality en-
vironment, why has the pathetic
$12.00_EI grant lo the Trust never
been increased?

The deteriorating quality of life
in the city proper is an urgent issus
yet the City Council and others have
wantonly destroyed historical-oultural
links with the past. Can Sir Henry
axplain the failure to rebulld the
wo nalional live theatres (in South
Yarra and Toorak) and the proposed
destruction of the Plaza-Regent
area?

Similarly, what justification can
he provide to support the proposed
wrecking of Coliins Street bulidings
at the Paris end — is the hideous
Princes Gate complex together with
lts ugly sister buildings the sort of
progress  Sir Henry equates with
quality of environment?

Adequate services lo the public
contribute to the good life, yet Sir
Henry supplies unmanned railway
stations, constantly reduced Ineffi-
cient bus and tram services and
boitle-necked freeways, Does Sir
Henry really believe an underground
railway will solve the transport
muddie?

On soclal welfare, can Sir Henry
explain the suppression of the offi-
cial Poverty Report, the eviction of
old people, the huge teenage crime
wave or the lack of assistance to
I!_ﬂm_i,lles living below the poverty
mney

i good |ivi s Important, why
then is the Victoria Police Force
strerigth the lowest in Australia, and
the crime rate the highest, on &
population basis (rape, assaull,
breakings; robbery)?

Or. Birrell has clearly demon-
strated the alcohol-road toll link,
50 why has Sir Henry failed to act
to reduce this death rate cause?

It poliution is a factor, why has
the Bolte Government so long fail-
ed to remedy oll-soaked penguins,
river, bay, creek, drain and canal
pollution? s Sir Hanry to preserva
the Green Bell or will the subdivid-
ors go ahead and polluts the Yarra
Valley?

If health js essential for the qual-
ity Iifa, why do lactories continue
to poliute the air of the ianer sub-
urbs like South Yarra, instead of
Ingustrial decentrafisation to help
ease country unemployment? And
where are the investigations into the
body pollutants: like calcium cycla-
mate, M.5D, and D.D.T.7 And what
of the suggested control over sub-
standard packaging and advertising
B 3

f goods
by the Consumer Council?

Again, where do fluoridation,
censorship, and abortion reform fit
into this Bolte vision?

If education le such a big issue,
why cul back university spending
when more students are matriculat-
ing, and why does the teacher battle
tor qualifications at entry sfill remain
unsolved?

Can 8ir Henry convincingly
answer these and other questions
{like the case of the Public Solicitor
or the réecord of the Minister for
Lands} in terms of "quality of Ilife’,
as he sees 17

Perhaps he mallr‘ was serious
when he offered himsell as an
ombudsman for Victoria some time
ago?

— John Skelton (Kew)

And the little
lady approves

Gliian. fothasi.

dinner suits

at the

UNION DRY-CLEANERS

Union
News Scandal

Dear Sir,
| would like to know why thore
has not been am( union news this
year. All we get is politics, politics,
alc. | know you are one of Albert's
mob and | suppose you don't have
much interest in anything else, un
less it (5 a demo — bul | would
like o see mora news about what
Is happening to my money as | pay
s0 much of it & year in union fess.
| would like to see large maps
and plans of our new union exten-
sions in Lot's Wife. | would also like
to know what the treasurer is doing
with our money, Isn't that guy
O'Connor responsible to anyone for
the way ha spends money? Who
keeps an eye on the books when
the wardan s interstate or on holl-
day?
How about Just a littie less poli-
tics and a bit more unjon news?
— Disgruntied,
Science 1V

Paul D'Astoli
And Dip. Ed.

Dear Sir,

It appears our dear friend Paul
D'Astoli has stopped wrilina for
Lot's Wile because he has found
new things to do.

Paul D'Astoll I8 now In the pro-
cess of using the very tactics he
criticised the Labor Club for, In
trying to rall-road the Monash De-
partment of Education into changing
its course. to suit him,

Paul not only arranged a meet-
ing for Dip. Ed. students, but he
took over the whole running and
arganisation of a masling held to
discuss radical action over the
course,

He has himsel! been appointed
to the negotiating committes (re-
member what he said about the
discipline commitiee of last year?),
which will daln to discuss with ths
faculty its courses, Of all the Deans
in this university, Professor Selty-
Smith is the one most likely to talk
to students. But do you think dear
Faul could be bothered asking him
to come along — no, sir, he just
wanted to railroad that meeting for
his own political or scademic gain.

It seems thal the rule of the mobs
is hera to stay on bolh sides al
Monash,

— Andraw Wright,
Dip, Ed.

That Sports
Editor

Dear Sir,

| have noliced your constant ad-
vartising for a sports editor,

It is_terribie and a shocking re-
flection on the so-called sporis-
minded at this university that no
one is willing to take the job up —
surely it would not reguire much
time or effort.

| know very little obout sport, but
| do enjoy reading about It

It's a pity somebody who knows
a lile of such things cannot be
bothered devoting a few hours a
week to the task so sludants can
find oul how Monash is faring in
various fields of endeavour, Can't
the Sports Assoclation, or the Com-
munications Commitiee help Loi's
Wile here?

— Bruce James
Law |
CAF FOOD
Dear Sir,
What does Mr. Ulliver mean?

Chicken for 40 cenis Isn't expen-
slve, especially when it comes In
different colors, and I'm sure that
he was not telling the truth when
he said he was forced to look at
the carpet while he was eating un-
less his oysters kep! slipping away
from him. And as for Melbourne's
tasteful decor, | think that the Mon-
ash decor is very tasty and that
tha coocks go to no end of trouble
with the other food.

| really get the fesling thal he
isn't serious, | mean who would
glve away coffes, anyway, unless
it ware poor quality.

Finally, | can't understand if they
did charge a fare (as he suggests
In his las! paragraph) how it would
not make a profit,

In all, his letter shows a lack of
thought, preparation and wunder-
standing and he cbviously has no

taste for food,
TINA FUGHS,
ARTS IV

T°S WIFE

Left Reflections
— Albert Langer

Great polemics are going on about July 4. After the
C.P.A. stacked a meeting in “Unity Hall" a vote was taken
to scrap the militant Friday evening march involving
workers and students in direct action against U.S
imperialism in Australia and instead hold a “nice" leaf-
letting of Salurday morning shopping crowds in the city
“just like the Moratorium',

The organisers have decifed to go right ahead with
both demonstrations and it is essential that all radical
students should alve maximum support. Unfortunately in-
stead of settling the argument as to which demo would be
more successful on the sireets by mobilising to make it
most successful. Supporters of Saturday morning are
actively trying to sabotage the main July 3 march (and
calling the committee “sectarian’ for agreeing to organize
both). At Monash P.A.C. “moderates” have joined with
well-known anti-imperialists like Mark La Pirow to try and
withhold M.A.S. support from July 3. Both demonstrations
will still be going ahead and it is essential that ALL stu-
dents who were serlous about the Moratorium (and have
noticed that it didn't change the Government's mind one
little bit) should get out and start organising for a big
demonstration NOW.

While | am writing this (ages before publication due to
Lot's Wife inefficiency) trouble is breaking out at La Trobe
and Melbourne and brewing at Monash. With a bit of
luck you should now be hearing from the dailles about
coi-arainatad conspiracies to close down Victorian Univer-
sities!

At Melbourne Uni. students sat in on a Professorial
Board and forced them to hear an appeal against my
exclusion from there. At Monash | have just recelved
letter saying that | am not allowed to sit in on Information
Science lectures (with ng explanation) and there are
moves to organise militant actions against the University
Administration and In support of July 3 demonstrations. At
La Trobe five students have been suspended for kicking
the Defence Department off campus and there are moves
for further occupations (fortunately | am in no way in-
volved in the La Trobe business so the press has had to
make do with playing up the fact that Monash students
were present at thelr demonstration).

All this upsurge of struggle (including the campalan
for direct action around July 3) coming soon after the
Sydney University expulsions indicates two things. First
the Universities are stepping up their repression with the
pattern of suspensions, expulsions, blacklists, elc. being
extended to combat the student movement. Second
students all over Australia (not just at Monash) are stepping
up their struggle against the capitalist University. Students
are not absorbed in narrow “student power" demands but
are consciously Joining In the class struggle against
imperlalism. They are fighting against recruiters for the
war machine displaying their wares on campus and against
the exclusion of working class students from Universi
education. They are fighting against repression an
against what that repression is designed to preserve —
the role of Universities as centres for a privileged elite
to be trained as administrators of capitalist society.

They are fighting to use the Universities to Serve the
People instead of big business and even to use them as
organising centres for militant antl-imperialist demonstra-
tions. The demand is: US. IMPERIALISM OUT OF Viet-
nam, Laos, Cambodia, Asia, Africa, Latin America, Monash,
Melbourne, La Trobe....

That fight is one which is going on all over the world.
It does not arise accidentally through "“manipulation™ or
“picking an issue to stir about” but naturally from the very
nature of modern society. It is a fight that will not be
ended by a few suspensions and expulsions (and cer-
tainly not by petty acts like trying to stop me from sitting
in on lectures).

vy
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o
earlier

by Rev. Stanley Moore.

Thursday, June 25 marks the 20th
anniversary of the outbreak of the
Korean war. For, in the early morn-
ing hours of Sunday, June 25, 1950
a startled worid was told that Morth
Korean forces had pushed across the
38th parallel into South Korea, thus
touching off a war in which the Uni-
ted States, Australia and other
“United Mations” became involved,
and which provided a momentous
turning point in modern history

Now 20 years later, we can ask if
things were as they seemed at the
time. Was it really a case of “ag-
gression from the MNorth?" Or was
this as mythical as the same story
which was used for so long to justify
the war in Vietnam? Was Korea an
earlier and less apparent Indo-
China

Certainly tne parallels will be of
great significance to any historian
Like Vietnam, Korea proclaimed its
independence in August 1945 after
the defeat of the Japanese. Like
Vietnam, popuiar movement of
independe was ifled by the
arrival of United States forces in the
South and the arbitrary division of
the country along the line of a
parallel, Like Vietnam, the people
of the South had forced upon them
an unpopular dictator who operated
under American sponsorship whilst
ruthlessly liquidating those who had
been associated with his country's
long struggle for infependence.

Like Vietnam, practically the whole
of Karea was pulverised by American
aircraft and hundreds of thousands
of its people were killed or maimed
for life in the cause of “freedom’.
Like Vietnam, Korea as a remote
Asian country was deemed essential
to "free world security”

Who started the war? Like Viet
nam its true origing are shrovded in

disturbing mystery. Official Western
history places the blame squarely
upon Marth Korea. Yet, only a few
months. before. President Synaman
Rhee, establishing a preceden! for
President Diem of South Vietnam
w talking in bellice of a
‘march to Marth'™ to erate
the Communist ruled part of his
country

Although
[~

| emerged

been made public. And by soma
strange  co-incidence, a  United
Nation's observation team, which had
been situated al the parallel, had
been withdrawn, at President Rhee's
request, a few hours before hostilitles
actually started.

It was claimed by the United States
that the attack was a “complete sur-
prise’’. Yet President Rhee hac
been talking loudly of the imminence
of war for several months, Only a
week before, the then American
Republican Adviser to the State De-
partment, John Foster Dulles, had
bean conferring with Rhee in Seoul
and had actually visited the 38th
parallel. Only days before he had
from a conference with
General Douglas MacArthur in Tokyo,
confidently predicting that before
very long the United States would be
taking ‘'positive action to preserve
peace and security in Asia”,

Who stood to gain the most from
a war in Karea at that time? Certainly
not MNorth Korea. In the first rela-
tively free elections to be held in the
South, Rhee had succeeded in win-
ning only 47 seats in the 210 strong
National Assembly which was, as a
result, highly sympathetic to talks
on reunification with the North, With
Rhee stripped of power the stage was
set for North Korean President Kim
Il Sung’s political advantage.

Certainly not the Communist world.
America was on ihe verge of recog-
nising the Government of China in

Peking and had declared a
po of no r Chiang-Kai
Shek on Form ce treaty
with Japan wa i otiated,
and the Russians e knew
well that an open en East
: ne would

to push

man re-
|

the LUr
/ith the
ation

the Formosa regime has
since sponsored by the United Sta
a running sore In A

|

for the past 20 years. The re-militari-
sation of Japan proceeded apace.
The embryonic American
industrial complex has gestated into
the monster we see today. At a time
when lessened tensions were vital 1o
the re-ordering of the world on
peaceful terms, all negotiations were
carried out, and decisions made, in
an atmosphere of open war hetween
Asian nationalism, and Communism
against the Western world.

Only the cold-war hardliners bene
fitted therefore, those who always had
wanted a “get tough” lina with Russia
and no-recognition of China. In the
hot-house of the Korean war, Me-
Carthyism flourished. General Doug-
las MacArthur tried time and time
again to extend the war into China
and Russia, by “acidentally” bomb-
ing airfields north of Narth Karea and
by pushing hard to be allowed per-
mission to attack "the Communist
sanctuaries’’ in China. (Shades of
Cambodia to come?) In this way he
could have brought about what he
had long advocated — a "final con-
frontation” with Communism in Asia

| Tension was heightened even further

by President Truman's threat to use
atom bombs in Manchuria. The war
paved the way for the religiously
fanatical anti-Communism pelicy of
John Foster Dulles, wha, under
President Eisenhower, became the
United State's Secretary of State.

Perhaps., more significantly, it
raised the fear of “Red Asian hordes”
in the minds of the people of
West, and transfiormed what c
have been a period of reconc
and understanding into a bloody
hate-filled confrantation of the most
barbaric type.

The history ol the Korean war
makes depressingly familiar reading
American military commanders were
always insisting “victory was
i thal a
than

aband lime the aof
side nditions tor
talks. another series of demar
made from the “LLN." side. which,

military- |

when not accepied, were offered to |
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the world as evidence of "Communist
intransigence”

It was considered right and just
that white foreign troops should be
fighting in what, at best, could be
described as a civil war, But when
a limited number of Chinese troops
crossed the Yalu River into North
Keorea to defend reservoirs and
power plants which served the vital
industries of Manchuria, General
MacArthur described the Chinese
act as "one of the most offensive
examples of international lawlessness
on historic record’.

Finally an armistice was reached
after almost three years of pointless
slaughter. But peace did neot come
It has never come. The "armistice
village” of Panmunjon is still there,
with a table in the main negotiating
room which bestrides the 38th paral-
lel. On the south side of the table
sit high ranking American officers
and officials. No South Koreans are
to be seen. On the North side sit
Naorth Korean military men and offi-
cials, No Russians or Chinese in
sight. )

In a recent interview with me, a
MNorth  Korean Government leader
said that this almost daily scene
symbolises the fact that the Korean
war is still on, and that it is still not
so much a confrontation between
North and South and one between
the people of Korea and the United
States, which cloaks itsel{ behind
the United Nations flag.

The true circumstances and con-
duct of a war waged 20 years ago
still pose a disturbing riddle. What
we do know however, is that the
consequences are still with us. We
are reminded thal what is happening

today is still a war between the
Western powers, headed by the
United States against Asians who
seek a new social order in a vastiy
changed world.

The war in typifies an

athitude w
those whose cou
'not intere

: present tragady
andad 1 unto human
suffering be of the Wesi's un-
real and intrasigent foreign policy.




An agonising re-appraisal on the
part of the western powers, Is needed
urgently, in their policies towards the
changes which have, and are taking
place, in Asia, and more impartantly,
in China. This plea was made

. recently by Han Suyin in a recent

address arranged by the Australia-
China Saociety.

According to Dr. Han, Western
policies and attitudes concerning the
Asian and Chinese Revolutions have
for too long been based on ignorance,
misunderstanding, lies and prejudice
which are all too often rooted in a
deep and abiding fear of China and
the Chinese. However, she firmly
believes that more people in the
West are discarcing their traditional
beliefs regarding China and desire
to know what is happening in Asia
and China

Dr. Han's main contention, and alsc
her motive in speaking to audiences

around the world, is that a more bal
and

anced objagctive view of past
and p 1 events in Asia can only
be attained by viewing the process
of change from the perspective ol
the people who have endured it
There will have to be some searching
re-thinking by governments and
peaple in the Wesl, because as she
said, "the clock cannot be turned
back'’; the strupgle for independence
and the right of selt determination was
an inevitable result of colonial domin-
ation and exploitation of Asian and
other peoples, and will continue
regardless
Crucial to any appreciation of the
Asian Revolution is an awareness
and understanding of the Chinese
Revelution. China is rapidly becom-
ing the model for other national
revolutionary groups in the third
world not because the Chinese have
propagated it, for as Han Su Yin said,
"The Chinese make very bad propa-
ganda”, but because all ather
avenues are closed. Just as several
decades earlier, Sun Yat Sen and the
Chinese Republicans were frustrated
in their attempts toward industrialisa-
tion and democracy by the west.
Han 5Su Yin's central thesis is that
the Asian Revolution as a whole can
be explained as a response to West-
ern imperialism in the 19th Century,
and foreign intervention in the affairs
of these countries in the 20th Cen-
tury. The revolution in China was
more extreme because she was the
most oppressed and exploited, of all;
“China had not one colonial master,
she had them all — she was nobody's
responsibility but everyone's prey”
Dr. Han examined the role of the
Western powers in China, from the
Opium War of 1840 onwards, Each
major war brought further indemnities
extracted from the Chinese. To
protect their vested interests, the
West increasingly sided with the
status quo against the rebellions and
protests of the incompetent Dynasty.
After the fall of the Dynasty they
supported the militarists in Peking.
Similarly, after the defeat of the
Japanese, the Americans gave mas-
sive military assistance to Chiang
Kai-shek. According to Dr. Han, the
pattern so familiar today, of outside
forces propping up weak and unpopu
lar military despots against national-
ist revolutionary movemants, was
first practised in China. The Ameri-
cans seemed o back the wrong
horse always, observed Dr. Han.
The significance of Han Su Yin's
account of the revolution and present-
day developments in China is thal
it is seen from the Chinese point ol
view. Dr. Han's address was eloguent-
ly and persuasively presented be-
cause of her fine literary ability, bul
even more because she continuously
cited her own experience in suppor!
of her interpretation of various inci-
dents. It is in this respect that her
talk can be evaluated as an enormous
success; not in the number of pro-
Chinese converts she made, but be-
cause she stimulated in her audience
a realisation of the inadequacy of
traditional beliefs and explanations
concerning China and the revolution.
However, Dr. Han failed to convey
a sense of the complexity of the
Chinese revolution. The changes
which China underwent were discus-

REFLECTIONS
on

| sed in terms of their anti-foreign and
nationalist nature rather than as a
social and economic revolution, The
“outside stimulus” is not a sufficient
explanation of why the response in
China was so extreme. Contrary to

was determined by her treatment
under several colonial masters, is
that which suggests that China's

reaction to Western imperialism was
| out of all proportion to the force
applied. As C. P. Fitzgerald ex-
pressed it... "The Westerners ban-
ged heavily upon the barred door of
the Chinese world; to the amazement
of all, within and without, the areat
structure, riddled by white ants,
thereupon suddenly collapsed, leav-
ing the surprised Europeans still
| holding the door handle”. In other
words, the Chinese Revolution was

made possible by the long growth of |

elements of instability in Chinese

the view that the reaction in China |

soclety, which determined the way

in which she reacted to foreign
attempts to open China to the Wast
It is these elements in the traditional
society which Han Su Yin failed to
consider,

During the Manchu dynasty, prior
to contact with the West, there were
signs of an increasing maladjustment |
of traditional institutions. such as the |
civil service, more apparent in-
adequacy of the ruling Confucian
doctrine and a manifest decline in the
prestige and power of the Empire.
There were protests about the rule
of Manchurians over the Chinese, and
because of the Manchu ban on
foreign travel and migration, increas-
ing pressures created by the rapid
population increase prior to the
opening of China o the West. Many
such factors placing enormous
strains on the Manchu authorities and
the traditional society all combined |
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to bring about a situation in which
only a small agent could bring down
the whole structure.

Han Su Yin's tendency to analyse
the Chinese revolution in terms of a
response lo the Western stimulus,
is evidenced by her explanation of
why Dr. Sun Yat Sen's attempts to
establish a democratic, industrial
seciety in China, failed. In her own
words . .." Why did democracy fail
in China?... It failed because the
West refused to provide recognition
and material support for the Repub-
lic". The failure of democracy after
the 1911 Revolution is seen as the
water shed of the revolution, be-
cause it was the point at which the
Chinese  revolutionaries  rejected
democracy and looked Russian
Communism as the only solution to
China's problems.

It can be argued that the failure
of democracy was inevitable; that it
i alien concept which had no
chance of taking rool in Chinese =oil
and ever flowering

[}

not one of the causes
birth to Western democ-
1in fact 2 existed
and institutions direct-
ly opposed to them, The foundations
ol democracy in Western Europe are
derived from the idea of freeclom,
applying to every man, the idea of the
nation State, the idea of law and
human rights written in covenants
The Christian doctrine of the individ-
ual soul also played a significant part
in the origin of Western democratic
thinking. From the classical past
came a theory and from the city
States, which emerged with the re-
vival of trade after the Dark Ages,
came the power of money, as
opposed to land, which nourished the
early growth of democracy in
Europe.

The Chinese idea of the universal
Empire extinguished any notion of
nation States, which played so vital
a role in the growth of European

In China,
which gave
racy,
ancient ic

democracy, and made war, including
struggles for social freedoms, im-
moral.

The idea of law and incontestable
human rights did not exist in tradi-
tional China; law, in so far as it
existed, meant criminal law and nor-
mally consisted of very harsh penal-
ties. Civil law was customary and
disputes were settled by social
groups such as the clan and the
merchant guild. The idea of the in-
dividual was blurred, in China, by the
over-riding obligation 1o, and respon-
sibility of the clan. Thus it .nay well
be. and which is often forgotten by
Westerners, that democracy is a con-
cept peculiar to Western European
society. Han Su Yin appears to have
made this error in holding the We
responsible for failing to foster the
constitutional Republic led by Sun
Yat Sen, and thus causing its failure
A more important factor could well
be that Chinese society did not pos-
sess ideas and institutions conducive
fo the growth of a democraic system

Dr. Han continually stressed the
role of foreign domination and inter-
vention which accelerated the col
lapse of the traditional society
Chinese Com. she claimed grew out
of this decay and downfall

In spite of the fundamental criti-
cisms of Dr. Han's explanation of
the Chinese Revclution, the overall
impression gained was that she most
effectively succeeded in convincing
her audience of the inadequacy of
traditionally adcepled views about
Asia and China, held in the West, and
of the urgent need for a re-appraisal
of our policies in this regard. Even
those who reject her interpretation
would agree ‘that it is impossible to
achieve a balanced and realistic
understanding without an apprecia-
tion of the point of view of the people
who actually endured, and were vic-
torious, in/ the Revolution, And there
could not be a more charming and
well spoken publicist of this view-
point, than Han Su Yin

MARIANNE VAN LEEUWEN
Maonash Graduate
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Part 2
Than Hoo

THANH HOA has the densest popula-
tion of Christians in the DRV. Almost
every hill, in this generally Yat area, is
crowned by a steeple. We saw no
church that had escaped the bom-
bardment. Miss Hang, a devout athe-
ist, had told me that she had been a
member of work teams which had
been engaged in the restoration of
religious monuments including a cath-
edral, She said that she did not know
of any church which was not offering
mass on Sundays now

| had asked to meet the parish
priest of Hong Kai chureh, but he was
in Hanoi for a national synod. A few
days later and three hours before my
departure from the DRV, Vy told me
Father Vo Thanh Trinh had been given
time to leave the synod to meet me
One of my questions was as follows:

‘Well, Father, would you have any
comment to make about Cardinal
Spellman?” The Lao Dong Party's in-
terpreter translated and the priest
stiffened visibly in his black silk gown
Up till that moment he had made his
points slowly, waiting at the end of
each sentence for the English rend-
ition. Now the sinews in his neck
shone like taut wire illuminating his
deeply tanned face. The words poured
out.

‘Spellman has been the spearhead
of American genocide against the
Vietnamese people. He made two
visits to Vietnam, but never for genu-
ine religious purposes. He had to pro-
tect himselt against the wrath of our
brethren in the South by employing a
constant bedyguard of U.S. and pup-
pet thugs.

At Christmas in 1967 he addressed
Gls on Vietnamese soil and referred
to these perpetrators of the most in-
sidious crimes as the Soldiers of
Christ. My son, look for yourself what
Spellman’s lackeys have done to
God's work in Vietnam. In North Viet-
nam alone they have bombed 472
Christian churches; they have blown
priests and novices to pieces; they
have made it impossible for nursing
sisters to operate their hospitals: Im-
agine what Diem’s identitication with
Catholicism has meant to the church
in the DRV,

We know there are sincere Catholics
in your University who have condemn-
ed the U.S. madness. Tell them to
pray for us my son; tell them of our
deepest gratitude for risks they are
taking in contributing to the move-
ment of condemnation against the U.S.
role in Vietnam. Tell them to keep
praying and to continue the struggle.”

He tried to pour me another beer
but the bottle dropped from his palpi-
tating hand. Comrade Vy passed
aropund cigarettes.

It had been a fascinating interview,
but difficult. The hard-line Lao Dong
youth had trouble translating the Viet-
namese for concepts such as the host,

communion, nowvice, parish, confes-
sion, Cardinal had come out as Red
Bishop which on my expression of
surprise they explained by reference
to Spellman's shirt. Father Vo had
kept a translation in French running
simultaneously with the English.

The priest was the spokesman for
the Committee for Liaison with Patri-
ofic and Peace Loving Catholics. His
routine job was as curate of Hong Kai
Church in Thanh Hoa. We sat in the
reception room of the Committee's
headquarters in the centre of Hanoi,
a two-storied brick building with a
neat garden and tiled floors. Because
of the regular pauses for translation
| was able to take down his words
verbatim. He spoke off the cuff,

“As you have expressed the desire
to visit us | would like to thank you
on behall of all Vietnamese Catholics
and express the wish that your visit
to our country has been fruitful.

“l take this opportunity to ask you
to convey to the priests of Australia
and all the Cathalics in your country
our sincere thanks for having taken
part in the anti-war movement in sup-
port of our struggle against aggres-
sion. | wish them success in their
efforts,

"May | tell you that since the found-
ing of the Democratic Republic of
Vietnam we have benefited from.a
constitution emphasising respect lor
all religious faiths and state-sponsored
assistance for our religious aclivities
throughout the nation.

“During the years of resistance
against the French our fighters made
strenuous efforts to preserve both
churches and pagodas against des-
fruction. But the French Colonialists
destroyed 200 churches during their
operations. When peace came again
our government took great interest in
repairing the national economy, rais-
ing the living standards of the popula-
{ion and restoring the religious build-
ings damaged by the enemy. The
activities of the Catholic Church re-
turped to normal.

“Later the U.5. imperialists invested
in the Diem Government's corruption
which was used, among other things
to compel priests and nuns to move to
South Vietnam and to take their sem-
inaries, convents and parnshioners
with them.

“They also used psychological tech-
niques to make Catholics terrified for
the absence of a priest from their
territories. But many of our brethren
did not succumb and have remained
to continue the work here in the
north, At that time we had only two
bishops. We now have 12 bishops and
one archbishop.

“Obviously then, in the DRV, we
Catholics have full freedom in religion
and our relations with the Vatican
are normal.

LOT'S WIFE
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Bearing the (ross
in the DRV

by Douglas Miles N.S.W.
delegate to North Vietnam

The Americans say they are de
fending Vietnamese Catholics against
religious persecution. But they have
herded the believers into kinds of
concentration camps and have forced
them into the performance of tasks
abhorrenl to them. Some have even
had to bear guns for the puppets
Whenever the Americans suffer a de-
feat they make reprisals by mass
slaughtering of innocent Cathalic
women and children in the south.
There is not a single church left stand-
ing in the liberated zones of South
Vietnam bhecause of the continuous
bombing. They have even b
same churches that have been
built five or six times. An accic

“In the controlled areas they |
transfarmed some churche
ture chambers and mur 1 mps
My son, in Ong Nang Church, in C'\r
Tho Province, they killed 172 me
bers of the c:ungr(.‘g:tlitm and two nuns
while they were taking communion
Inside

“In Thai
base) the
napalm

imperialist
blown up 2

t hurches bombed in
the north be 1964 and 1968 there
were five cathedrals. In addit c'n three
seminaries mel with destru 1. Many
priests and novices have I)*c 1 kille
My own bishop w wounded w
shrapnel, Gne ct in Ning Kwe
was attacked 37 ll""!t!‘ Why? You

. Of course they were not used o
ammunition storage. You know yuur-
self that such use would be desecra-
tion. We're fighting against desecra-
tion, not perpetrating it.

“And | suppose you already know
about the Leprosonium in my province
That was no accident. A deliberate
example of genocide. Fortunately all
Vietnamese people support the defin-
ition of the U.5, by Vietnamese Cath
olics as ENEMY NO. 1,

"Qur priests and Catholic bailievers
have decided 1o fol
the gaove y
sections of t

2&5

Question: Yaou told
Qovernment s

building of

have
assgista

receive any slale HIICEI’IE.
Answer: The living of priests is ¢
anteed by the Catholic people

Land Reiorm, the government g 1!
a certain amount of land so that th.
Church and priests would have
engugh to work on.

|

Question: Do the priests and novices
have any interest in agriculture? Do
they wark in the fields?
Answer; Some priests like
flowers. So did Ho Chi Minh. But
they do not have enough time from
their other duties to work in the rice
fields.

Question: |s there any liaison between
other religious groups and the Catho-
lics, Any unifying organisation?
Answer: The French fellowed a policy
of divide and rule and created dissen-

to grow

sion between those of different faiths
Religions were not equal. Since the
August Revolution the various religi-
ous groups have come close to one

another and t one another.
recognise egual rights
Question: Could you tell me
thing about the organisation
Protestants in Vietnam?

Answer: The Pratestants ha
son Committee and headquart
i But | know lift
satian. You

They

some

of t

be a rougn

C
smaller numtk
Are

*d 1o hie

Angwer; All =.'7|1|a s are free to go to
church, | am a curate In Hq
and there, every sabbath and
| meet uniformed men in church, hear
it confessions and officiate during
their holy communion.

Question: Some years ;l:ju President
Johnson visited the Pope. What was
the Vietnamese Church’s reaction lo
this event?

Answer: The Pope’s criticism of the
US role in Vietnam War has been can-
sistently inadequate. He sho! have
condemned the aggressors and
ordered US priests to L their influ-
ence on the governmen eave Viet

in 2d 11
J') nson

his

the

ion of

F
PO[M makes

Could tell me

sout the frequency of

DRV
A Jer: Ir| my awn territory of Xo
Doae there have be . £
every year since the Augus
tion. And this w
the US bombardment. In f
the necessity to decent

and to maintain tuition and
scholarship under make-shift, jungle
conditions, we increased our output

of ordained priests each year between
1964 and 1968, the years of the bomb-
ing.

A girl came

in to clean up the &
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To understand & film means to see and consider it. Nearly 150
films were shown at the film Festival, all of them made demands on
our rapidly declining faculties. For a pood film demands mental
and personal involvement in what it is. By God's Bum how do you
expect us to deal with all of them; and most of you, dear readers,
have not seen any of them! Some of them such as Eric Rohmer's
My Night With Maud will be reviewed when commercially released,
As for the Brazillan film Antomio das Mortes (Rocha), the Yugo-
slavian films Horoscope (Draskovic) and The Ambush (Pavlovic), the
Indian film The Adventures of Goopy and Bagha (Ray) et al., bad luck.
All these films would have received laurel wreaths by any standards,
other than Howard Palmer's. But it is impossible for us to deal with
them all fully.

So we have restricted ourselves. Rather than give you a fleeting
impression of a large number of films in quick easy T'ime- Newsweek
journalese — easily digested by pluralistic societies, guaranteed to
offend nobody — we have taken the Film Festival seriously. Besides,
we feel that the fault is not in your media but in the Festival itself.
And taking the world seripusly is by no means a habit of our beloved
monopoly press organizations.

Film

Erwin Rado is, perhaps, not the
only man behind the Melbourne
Pilm Festival. However, he is, in
terms of popular mythology, the
man who receives the accolades
and also the man who assumes the
mantle of spokesman whenever our
“quality of life" f-- up the festiv-
ities. So the Lot's Wife stafl inter-
viewed Erwin Rado.

We sat ourselves down. He
asked us what we wanted to know.
We asked him what he thought of
the Film Festival — "As far as I
am concerned the Festival is always
fabulous”, he said. It's a wonder
that we weren't thrown out there

n

the basis and criteria for
the selection of the films at the
festival? The Federation of Vie-
torian Film Societies has a film
information office in which all Eng-
lish lanpuage film magazines are
catalogued and indexed. There is
a programme sub-committee which
draws up a long list of films from
the available material, about 120
features and 400 to 500 shorts.
There are all types of people on
this committee, for example two
young avant-gardists, We closely
co-operate with the Sydney Festival
and 80% of our films overlap with
Sydney’s. Then a representative
goes overseas and we simply have

ERWIN
ADO

Director
Melbourne

Festival

Interviewed By
Hans Lucas
Robert King
David Dustan

to put our faith in his judgment.
Then we write off to producers and
national organizations and if we
are lucky we get our first prefer
ences from them.

Does the selection committee see
these films beforehand? Is the
selection in accordance with the
other major Festivals in Europe?
No, invariably it is secondhand
information, except for the repre-
sentative. We have the problem of
our geographical situation which
places us in a forbiddingly expensive
situation. To bring in a 3-minute
film, show it and give it to customs
costs $40, Over there they can
work by nominations and assess-
ment, we work by invitation. Also
people don't like to part with their
films for a long time

Why doesn't the Festival adopt
an “auteur” system of selecting
films whereby new films are soli-
cited from directors who have done
good work in the past? We are not
primarily concerned with directors.
But we gave the benefit of the doubt
to Chabrol with Kilier (laughter!).
Also with Un Soir . . . Un Train,
this was not in the same street as
Delvaux's earlier film The Man Who
Had His Hair Cut Short. With
this kind of thinking you could fill
up the Festival with third rate films.
We just don't say that our favourite
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director is from France and that
we will go out of our way to get
his films. But there are voices on
the Committee that are pushing,
for example Resnais, and there is no
problem about Pasolini, What
about Theorem? We just were not
able to get it. We do pursue films
but not necessarily the favourites.

Do you ever sub-title your own
films? You can't, there is no
machinery, the films arrive at the
last minute and to get the text is
a problem. 1 wish I knew an
answer to this international prob-
lem, Silent cinema was truly inter
national. But then international
understanding does not always de
pend on sub-titles. I don’t know
if you are concerned with what a
film means? I gave up worrying
about what a film meant a long

time ago . . . I can't help speculat.
ing though (Rob King) Certain
films, cant help saying

something to you. But often we
just haven't the equipment to under-
stand. What The Crémator meant
in Czechoslovakia 1 don't know.

Do you gain the impression that

the Filrn Festival like some cultural
events lacks sparkle? What do you
mean? Like London, where Jean
Luc Godard assaulted a producer
and showed his film outside on the
footpath. Depends if you want to
see films or not. Do you feel then
there is a feeling of National anti-
podean depredation where you have
a situation of two and three year
old films at the festival? There
are only six festivals in the world
that show premiere films., In many
ways the Festival is better than
some in Europe because its shows
better films, we show films that
ave won awards, You see so much
reary dross at the top Festivals
because they have to accept two
new films from wvarious countries
each year.

Do you think that your audience
has a delivening effect? Do the
directors take cognizance of audi-
ence tastes? To & minor extent

. . especially Melbourne where the
Festival is sold out. But if we
introduced repugnant material we
would fold up. But the fact is that
we can't get enough “difficult”
material such as Goto, [Island of
Love. We are not pandering but
trying to find a balance, An avant
garde Festival couldn't exist in Mel-
bourne.

Aftermath

Festival, especially because
festival organisers

this

problems with which they are

preserve of the bourgeoisie,
Signed

SHOULD THE FILM FESTIVAL BE TELEVISED?
We condemn absolutely the elitist quality of the Melbourne Film

elitist quality is fostered by the

The Festival organisers, for example, believe that
the festival has a right to preferential treatment from the censors.
We repudiate absclutely the attitude taken by Mr. Philip Law,
stated on the opening night of the blue series, in so far as he views
the Festival as a social occasion, also with elitist overtones,
concerned about the lack of vitality in the Fe
the impotent gestures by the festival organisers in the face of the

We are

ival programme and

confronted. We believe that the

Festival is a symptom of the eultural inadequacy which is part of
Australian life itself, and will remain so as long as it remains the

R. J. King
H. Lucas
David Dunstan

MONDAY, JUNE 29

of acceptance of new films? There
is a smaller public in Australia and
no tourists after films. A lot of
distributors have burnt their fin-
gers. I think public acceptance of
foreign films has risen. But within
clearly defined standards, those of
A Man and o Woman and Chabrol.
For example the lyrical, pastel, love
tragedy or a dirty Swedish film
(H. Lucas), But any amount of
popularization will not promote
Godard. The same percentage in
New York can support a Godard
film simply because it is numeri-
cally larger than the Melbourne
percentage, But entrepreneurs
should he prepared to stick their
necks out. Eric Dere for example

made a lot of money out of The

Yet the demand for Festival tic-
kets seems so far in excess of
Festival ability to satisfy them one
would think that you could play
around with tastes. Film Society
membership has almost been satis-
fied this year and they find the

Festival difficult. The general
public wouldn't know what hit
them. But films like Godard's

Pierrot Le Fou and Weekend we
can't get. They don’t have sub-
titles, or are in the hands of private
distributors. We get disappointing
letters concerning film after film.
But then they say we can send you

Goto. And if we had no other film
but Goto in the Festival then the
Festival would have been justified.
What else can be done? At least
we see some of them. Balance the
question of sparkle against this of
function. In the old days we
showed Fellini, Antonioni and Berg-
man. You can't get these people
any more because they're becom-
ing commercial. And after Cannes
almost all the films are sold in their
own country.

Do you feel that in Australia

there has been a general lowering

Paumbroker.

Does the censorship situation add
to your troubles with the outside
world? Well, Bergman has said that
he will not enter a film in an Aus-
tralian Festival because of the I
Love, You Love affair last year.
Yes people are often very stand-
offish. They are very aware in
France of the battles we are having
here. We are the only endorsed
Festival that has these problems,
Even our endorsement is in jeo-
pardy because of this. Even Spain
got rid of Festival censorship six
years ago. I'm still puzzled why
it is such a major problem in Aus-
tralia to accept the fact that Film
Festivals are not accepted to be
exceptional. Why should commun-
ity standards apply? What is hold-
ing us back from accepting this?
Mr. Chipp should look at overseas
Festivals and apply Festival stan
dards.

Have the Festival organisers ever
considered going outside the exist.
ing framework for example a
test case? A court challenge, I
can’t get the films for a test case.
The moment a film is cut or banned
you can't get hold of it. There are
tremendous bureaucratic measures
restricting our activities. We would
have to pay 5 cents for every foot
of film if we either showed our
films more than once or sold tickets
at the door because that would
mean we were commercial and not
a cultural activity. “ Why should
you be any different, that is what
they tell us, to anyone else. In
fact you are worse because you
believe that film is art and not

business.”
David Dunstan
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ISLAND OF LOVE: -

The relaxation by the Inter-
national Federation of Film Pro-
ducers, the official body behind the
world's major festival, of the long-
standing regulation that in any

festival a maximum of two films |

from any one country be screened
was probably the main factor in
explaining why this year's 18th
Festival was more interesting than
most. If many of the films were
undistinguished but competent,
with only a small handful standing
out from the rest, then at least
there was not a high proportion of
second or third rate films which
had predominated in previous
vears. France was the country
represented by the largest number
of features — seven in all, and it
was from France that one of the

most exciting and strikingly original
films came Walerian Borow-
czyk's Goto, Island of Love. Borow-
czyk, a Pole, now living in Paris,
has made numerpus starts since
1957 and directed one full-length
animated film but this is no first
film. After wading through hours
of mediocre film to suddenly happen
upon a director who displays such
sureness and total command of
his medium is refreshing and stimu
lating.

In many ways Goto is a docu-
mentary a work of dnthrt]po OFY.
Borowezyk succeeds in describing

the entire social universe of an
zerie and anachronistic mmm 1'111‘\
The history of

ended with a

way off in the

» it is from the point nf this
phe that the history af the
begins; nothing is known of

| of

ftermath
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the island's history before this date.
The collective consciousness dates
from its violent origin. But the
date also marks the end of the
history of Goto. The community
remains unchanged from that day
— there has been little development
in technology and none at all in
the nature of the social fabric, The
society is a static and quasi-feudal
one, Goto ITT presides over this
decaying society,

With precision and economy
Borowczyk describes the entire
range of feelings and situations
possible in the twilight world, The
film opens with an exploration of
the role of the educational institu-
tions on the island. Here the un-
changing myths and values of the
island’s culture are inculcated. One
the more macabre subjects
taught is the life cycle and breed-
ing habits of the blow-fly. The role
of the fly in the island's culture
seems vague but it is invested with
qualities which lead it to be re
garded as a great threat to the
spourity of the kingdom. Indeed
the position of the fly catcher is
accorded high place of honour in
the strict heirarchy of the island’s
power structure, The invention of
a new and more sophisticated
strategy to counter this grave threat
is greeted with interest by the
authorities and the inventor jealous-
ly guards his secret lest it be copied
by others

The Governor and his coldly
beautiful wife occupy the top posi-
tion in the i s pyramid of
power, He supe the work on

the island which centres around a
vast quarry. Beneath him are the

| m
I,
|

I

island's aristocracy. They are a
decrepit and crumbling collection
of old men who take part in the
curlous rituals and ceremonies
which weigh so heavy upon the
life of all on the island. The legal
system is built around trial by com-
bat and the frequent use of the
guillotine. Both these are ritualized
into grand social events, occasion-
ing the gathering together of all
the island’s notables.

The island is utterly isolated
from the external world — nobody
comes to the island and nobody
departs from it. Nothing changes.
Life on the island is played out in
a vast rambling series of elaborate
and decaying buildings. Patterns
of ladders and passages, lofts and
tunnels constitute the brooding and
dusty environment which imposes
its moods and pre-occupations on
the beings which scramble and
scuttle about it. The film elahorates
an impenetrable fate — an inevit
ability the details of which none
can decipher but which dictates the
contents and ends of the lives of
all who endure the island. The
plot line of the film is sparingly
drawn against this background of
a static and immobile social uni

verse. The Governor's wife is hav-
ing an affair with an officer in the
sovernor's - riding acade Into
thl_ (rl.m;.,J[‘ a fourth ¢ ster s
C Grozo is le-like

rged v rious from

in which he was

1 much stronger man
e At the test he
|,..]l| of the Governor's wife,
that she must be his,
relationship bets 1 the four

catches
and dec
The
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characters unfolds — the affair be
tween the Governor's wife and the
officer is a living and magical one
that threatens to disturb the bind-
ing stagnation of the island. The
affair ends tragically. A boat in
which the lovers had contemplated
escaping is destroyed, and the
liaison discovered, leading to the
death of the officer. The relation-
ship between Grozo and the Gover-
nor's wife also threatens to disturb
the closed island world, but the
obsessional fanatical drive of Grozo
is in contrast with the purity of the
previous threat Grozo murders
the Governor, making it appear
suicide, in order that he might
claim the Governor's wife. The
film's end has been variously inter-
preted. The Governor's wife simply
refuses to have anything to do with
Grozo and this precipitates him into
violent madness, ending in a night-
mare chase through the crumbling
labyrinths and passages until finally
she falls from a loft. Grozo drags
her inert body back to her guar
ters and the film ends as she begins
to hreathe anc ns her eyes.
Borowezyk dappropriated a
unigue narrative style capable of
explicating the and situ
ations he i in, The

much

in the man-
ly cinema. Events simply
efore it The director
(‘('T]\Ir']{lk the contents

of each frame
bling walls,
patterns  of

Textures of crum-
(&g )

H Lucas




LUCIA

In many ways Lucia is nowhere
near as accomplished and certain as
Goto, yet it is equally interesting.
Largely because of its freshness of
approach and style, The film com-
prises three episodes each set at a
different revolutionary period in
Cuba's history. He examines the
different roles women play at these
times.

First Lucia fell in love with a
Spanish informer who tricks her
into betraying the mountain hide-
out of her brother who is fighting
for the Nationalists. In a violent
battle he is killed and Lucia aven-
ges her brother's death by stabbing
her former lover to death. The love
of & woman has been transmuted
into revolutionary action. This sec-
tion of the film is breathtakingly
filmed with an energetic fire. With
great control the director drives the
film from high passion to scenes of
carnage, and from gentle aristro.
cratic graces to raw madness in
rapid succession. The segment has
epic and romantic qualities of
which only Visconti's film The
Leopard comes anywhere near.

The second Lucia falls in love and
marries a revolutionary in Cuba of
the thirties. Her husband's revolu-
tionary activities contribute to the
downfall of the repressive regime.
But this is soon replaced by a sec
ond. This Lucia is, like a first, not
a revolutionary and it is only with
the gunning to death of her hus-
band that she becames actually in-
volved in opposition to the 12gime.:
The mood of the second section is
much more subdued and restrain-
edly sombre. The passion of the
first part is absent and replaced by
an eerie sadness. Life seems to be
without hope. One oppressive re-

gime is simply replaced by another.
All one can do is endure and en-
deavour to continue to struggle
against enormous odds.

The Cuba of the third section is
the Cuba of Castro’s revolution
completed. The only soeial and per-
sonal problems hinted at are minor
and open to solution. This Lueia's
husband is excessively possessive
and refuses to allow his wife to
work. Lucia, however, feels that she
must make some contribution to
the revolution by working in the
fields. This difference leads to the
marriage being fractured and at the
end of the film it is left open
whether a reconciliation is possible.

It seems strange that as the his-
torical setting becomes more re-
cent the segments are less satisfac-
tory — the last being quite & mess.
The marital dispute is treated as a
comic affair. Life in Castro's Cuba
is pure joy — anyaone who cannot
adapt to the new soclal conceptions
is only to be laughed at. It is per-
haps this attitude which leads to
the feeling that the film was per-
haps a little dishonest. The pro-
position that life in the new Cuba
is almost perfect leads the director
to be unable to treat Lucia's hus-
band’s isolation sympathetically or
in depth, This final section makes
interesting comparison with anoth-
er Cuban film — Memories of
Under-Development which treats
within sight and understanding the
predicament of a man who was a
landlord before the revolution but
now is not able to find a place in
the new Cuba, Lucia is an uneven
film but the first section contains
some of the most outstanding
moments of film seen at the
festival.

—H. LUCAS
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Two films which formed part of
the Festival program find their
importance outside the context of
the Melbourne Film Festival. Each
are a part of separate cinema tradi-
tions which have shaped the course
af modern fitm-making, not only in
France but in the rest of the world,
By transcending the Festival both
films provide a commentary on the
Festival and its implications for
the cinema in Australia

French film makers seemn strange-
ly attracted by the possibilities of
science fiction. First Godard, then
Truffaut, and now Resnais in Je
t'aime Je t'aime.

For all three directors, science
fiction is a device whereby they
overcome some of the limitations
imposed by a continual confront-
ation with reality. Because the aim
is to overcome the constraints of
realism, there is little attempt by
any of the three directors to make

existing reality. Science fiction is
the means of effecting a transition
from one level of reality to another.
It is artificial, almost self-cons-
eiously so, and none of the three
directors have made any excuses
for this. For Resnais, science fic-
tion is but a further step in his
struggle to extend-the dimensions
of film to encompass the element
of time. He is committed to the
realist stance that film is an imme-
diate art form. It occupies certain
spatial and temporal regions and
if it goes beyond these it slips away
from reality and into myth.

This pre-occupation has not been
the preserve alone of film makers,
It has also been the basis for the
rouvelle vague roman, a movement
with which Resnais has been per-
sonally ociated.

Resnais inherited a film tradition
which clearly established the limits
to realist machinations of time, and
clearly established the conventions
by which time is to be manipulated
These conventions have been inter-
nalized, not only by film makers
but by cinema audiences, and they
have so far resisted all challenge.

Resnais is no revolutionary be
cause he declines to make any chal
lenge to these conventions In-
stead he works within the conven-
tions to expand their scope. In
Hiroshima Mon Amour he invokes
memory to create an additional
level of time which is yet a part of
the existing level. The act of love
now is inseparable from the act of
love twenty years ago, and what
happened in the past is also a part

of the present, influencing and
undermining it.
The use of flashback as articu-

lated memory was innovatory in
the true sense of the word and
through it he created a convention
which supplemented without re-
placing the existing time conception.
But having established it, Resnais
uses it as a basis for the explor-
ation of the themes that possess
him. These themes are not con-
cerned with time, Time is a mere
mechanism, a technical factor
which the director forced to
combat but which does not form a
part of his creative inspiration.
Like the black and white Anto
nioni, Resnais is concerned with
humanity on the wane.- And human
ity is compressed into a state of
suspended communication which
is Resnais’ ultimate wview of the
relationship of man to woman. His
fllims are not about relationships
as they develop but about relation-
ships which have already developed

is
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Aftermath

JE T'AIME JE T'AIME
KILLER

(Resnais)

(Chabrol)

and the mechanisms which con-
tinue to support them. The joy of
discovery is unknown. Even Hiro-
shima Mon Amour, a film which
traces the beginnings of an affair,
cannot escape contradiction with a
relationship which has ended. The
resolution of this confrontation is
that of suspension, a mood which
comes to pervade the whole of
L'annee Derniere a Marienbad.

In Marienbad the whole question
of time is secondary. A man
attempts to impose his reality on
a woman who resists with an alter-
native reality. The tension is deve-
loped slowly but with certainty, the
conclusion is completely ambiva-
lent. Who can ever believe that a
resolution is possible, that one can
achieve a synthesis on this level?

As cinema has aspired to realism
it has achieved itz most perfect
moments through the contradic-
tions between two realities. It is a
form which is uniquely endowed
with the capacity to achieve this
ambiguity. La Strada, Accident,
L'aventura, La Guerre est Finie, and
on a more exotic level, Secret Cere-
mony and Rosemary's Baby, all
revolve around the conflict between
two levels of reality, subjectively
sustained but objectively mutually
exclusive,

Je t'aime Je t'aime
austere film to
repudiates the significance even of
memory by using the artificial de-
vice 0of a fime machine, amock to
simulate memory. The film has &
structural identity with L'etranger

is Resnais
date. He

| room and closes the door.
| hours

by Camus. The action simply un-
folds haphazardly but with an in-
evitability which is inescapable.
There is no suggestion that the
memory of the past has had any
effect on the present. The past
itself has, but only in a sequential
sense.

The two conflicting realities are
shadowy. Claude makes no philo-
sophic statements and about Karen
we learn only that she is continu-
ally depressed. They live together
because their lives revolve around
each other and because they share
one world view the inevitability
of their life together., We know
that they have had feeting affairs
with others but have always drifted
back together again,

Karen's death need not have hap-
pened. It was dependant entirely
on cireumstances. Only the fact
of oceurence gives it a retro-
spective inevitability, Her death
is a completely negative occurrence
She goes to bed one night de-
pressed, having taken some sleep-
ing pills. As Claude Ileaves the
room he perceives the flame in the
gas heater to die. He leaves the
Several
later he returns and Karen

| is dead. The technique of Je t'aime

involves a montage of
flashbacks. The time machine is
the machinery by which this is
achieved., Disorder becomes order
as the fashbacks reveal a past
seemingly governed by an inexor
able law of development.

Je taime

| inely enjoyed

LOT'S WIFE

To discuss further Resnais' tech-
nique is to do him an injustice, He
is the one true genfus of cinermna
He is the one auteur, the director
whose works are faultless before
they are conceived.

The Film Festival is a tragedy
because it is the venue for an un
comprehending elite, a self perpetu-
ating blob for whom film is the
conversation piece, the fragment o}
social communication they cling to
in order to overcome the isolation
of their individual lives, Je t'aime
is the sensory nerve of the tragedy
while Chabrol's Killer is its struc-
tural representation.

Chabrol who despises the bour-
geoisie and yet finds himself con-
strained to make films about them
reflects perfectly the mentality of
the Festival audience, As they
struggle to emancipate themselves
from the tentacles of bourgeois ar
they become still more deeply e
broiled in it

The Chabrol film was more genu-
than anything else
screened at the Festival. Its whole
structure creates so perfectly the
dilemuma of the bourgioisie, that the
bourgeoise feels a perfect identity
with it. The constant dialectic
between cultural refinement and
natural instinct is created in its
every phase, and the final tragic
outcome is but the contradiction
which every bourgeois perceives in
his own existence.

The relationship between death
as natural and the car as cultural,
the relationship between sex and
its social rituals and the relation-

ship between revenge and the
cultural context within which it
takes place. The entire film is

composed in terms of these binar:
oppositions until finally the soei
obligation and the obligation to
nature achieves a unity through the
suicide by drowning of the hero.
The oppositions of nature and
culture and the implications for the
man caught in them has been the
stuff of tragedy since before Soph

ocles. Tragedy is a langua 8
language which the bourgeoisie,
with an intuition of its historic
destiny, feels compelled to engage
in.

There is good and bad tragedy.
Chabrol's is singularly bad and
forms a reminder that because

tragedy relies heavily on convention
and symbol, the film is not its ideal
medium,

Chabrol lays down behind the
action his own vision of the unity
of nature and culture, It is identi-
fication with this unity which makes
the actual tragedy so poignant for
the bourgeoisie. The unity presents
a pastel coloured natural environ
ment in harmony with the creation
of bourgeois good taste, This unity
was created even more clearly in
one of the shorts, Goshawk, in
which man and hawk come to sym-
bolise this harmony and place it
firmly in the lap of the leisured
classes,

Chabrol has been pleading for
years now to be taken seriously
But he deserted his fellows of the
new wave and chose instead to
team up with the Lelouchs and
Demys of French cinema.

Erwin Rado said that Killer was
accepted by the Film Festival com-
mittee because of Chabrol's repu
tation alone, and it i interest-
ing reflection on the | ! that
Chabrol among all other <Irreciors
should have been accorded this

honour
R. J, King
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FOUR DOCUMENTARIES

One of the functions of a film
festival is to enable films that would
otherwise not be shown to be avail-
able to at least a small portion of
the cinematically interested public.
The odds that any distributor
would chance bringing into the
country feature length documen-
taries |s extremely slight so the
opportunity of seeing four docu-
mentaries, each with a distinetive
approach to the genre, i{s welcome.

The more conventional approach
to documentary is represented by
Louis Malle's film Calcutta which
is simply a record of different as-
pects of life in this vast city. The
second conventional documentary
is In the Year of the Pig, a com-
pilation of views, interviews and
newsreel film tracing the transior-
mation of the Vietnamese conflict
from a colonial war to a battle seen
by Washington as vital in “continu-
ing world struggle against the Com
munist conspiracy to subvert the
free world"

Calcutta received the Festival
Grand Prix — the citation describ-
ing it as a [llm with a “terse objec-
tivity and a superb control of a
wide range of actions and themes,
creating a cummulative Iimpact
which is both passionate and power-
ful”. .To say this is to probably
grossly inflate the film's worth. For
although it is an accomplished
piece of reportage it suffers from

tendency to pursue irrelevance

that instead of creating any
“cumulative effect” the film seems
to wander on and on. An AB.C. TV
crew glven a quarter the amount
of money and half the length of
film would probably be able to
produce a tighter, more comprehen-
sive and precise statement of the
nature of Calcutta,

The trouble with In the Year of
the Pig and any film that attempts
to push an interpretation of a
series of complex historical events
is that it has to simplify. So that
although the film is significant be-
cause it collects together unfamiliar
statements by important American
actors in the events and much new
and previously unusued newsreel
material, after a while the simple
approach of contrasting a state-
ment, by say, Johnson with the
brutal reality, or with a conflicting

tement by himself or someone

in his administration, appeared
too easy and simple minded. The
film failed to suggest any substi-

tute view to replace the explana.
tion of the American presence that
the film effectively destroys.

The two more interesting docu-
mentries were Prologue and Sales-
marn. Prologue is a quasi-docu-
mentary. The heart of the film is
some excellent footage shot at the
Democratic Party Convention in
Chicago of 1868. It includes ap-
pearances of such people as Genet,

J. K. Galbraith, Phil Oakes, Alan .

Ginsberg, Abbie Hoffman, and
Paul Stookey. Around this is con-
structed an extremely clear and
concise debate centred on the ques-
tion of how a person should act
given his opposition to the per-
nicious nature of American society.

In Calcutta the camera simply
acts as an observer faithfully re-
cording what happens before it,
but not eflecting, in any way, the
events, In Albert and David Mays-
les's Salesman the camera take a
leading role. For months the bro-
thers travel around America with

& group of five or six salesmen em-
ployed by the Mid-American Bible
Co. The brothers do more than
point out the obvious conflicts be-
tween the Christian ethic and the
hardline technique of trying to
“place the product” — they are
more interested in a detailed ex-
ploration of the lives and hopes of
the men selling the bibles. By the
end of the film one of the group
has decided to leave and although
no reason is suggested in the film
it is probable that the camera itself
was responsible for his decision.
Consider three or four men follow-
ing you for four or five months
filming all your actions. Such a
state of affairs would inevitably
lead to & heightening of sell-

consciousness about the activities
you were engaged in. Any self
doubts would be magnified. So

ps the very making of the

film accounted for the “death” of
this se F

—HANS LUCAS

The Herald mvites you

to read about your inheritance.

Take a long, hard look around you and you
may not be too pleased with what you see.

Countries where starvation is not just a fact
of life, it's a way of life.

Countries which have lived so long with war
a whole generation has grown up not knowing
what it's like to live in peace.

Cities which are destroying themselves

People who are destroying each other because
their skin is a different color.

And so on.

What happens in the world today is of vital
importance to you because what happens next is
up to you.

The Herald promises to keep you informed
with honest, factual reporting from home and all

MONASH
UNIVERSITY

BOOKSHOP

has a large range of

NEW AND

EXCITING
POSTERAS!

Its Record Bar is

Bulging with new
releases

STATIONERY, PAPERBACKS,
TEXTBOOKS, ETC.

Drop in and be
pleasantly
surprised!

because the air they breathe is not fit to breathe,

key points of the globe.
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BEENT

Part time opporiunity for
FEMALE STUDENTS

to Demonstrute Cosmetics

Bonus gift for first ten sludents
Experience not necessary — free training provided.
No door o door sales.

Work at your leisure from your home and sam
excellent salary while meeting new and interesting
friends.

For interview phone 277 8281
after 8.00 p.m.

Vacation money
Get a truck licence now!
TEL. 9586872
18 Lonsdale Avenue,
Moorabbin

Medical Undergraduates!

There are unrivalled professional career opportunities
as Medical Officers in the modern

é Navy a# Army and & Air Force

with all the benefits of Commissioned Rank, generous pay and allowances,
and study costs paid.

If you are accepted to complete your
degree studies in the Undergraduate
scheme, you will have your University
tuition and examination fees paid,

all necessary text books provided,
meals and accommodation provided —
or receive an allowance to cover them.
You will receive free medical and
dental attention and hospitalisation.

A generous salary will be paid while
you are studying, plus a clothing
mamtenance allowance and, if
applicable, a marsiagf allowance.

Upon graduation you are guaranteed a
professional appointment with status,
El riate salary and retirement
benefits.

The life of a Medical Officer in the
Mavy, Army or Air Ferce, is a rewarding
ane, with oppertunities for travel,
diversity of experience, advanced
specialised training and promotion.
There is plenty of sport and recreation,
Officers' Mess life, social activity and
wonderful Iriendships to be made.

I3sued by the Director Ganeral of Recruting Department of Defence.

If you are over 18, and have
successfully completed the first three
or more years of your medical course,
you are eligible for acceptance

under the Undergraduate Scheme.
Applicants must be Australian Citizens
or British Subjects ordinarily resident
in Australia,

Full details and conditions for
acceptance are available to you now.
Visit the Services Career Officers at:

Reoruiting House,

18-20 York Street, Sydney, N.S.W., 2000.
Reliance House,

301 Flinders Lane, Melbsurne, Wic,, 3000.
Recruiting House,

128-127 Pirie Street, Adelaide, $.A., 5000,
Recruifing House,

138 Mary Street,

Brishane, Q'id., 4000.

Combined Services llufurtml Centre,

1st Floar, C: Ith Bank B '8
55 William Street,

Parth, W.A., 6000.

®

CMUAFP B9
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For further information contact the
BUREAU OF CENSUS AND STATISTICS
Phone Mr. Pratt on 63 0181
or call at the University Careers and
Appointment Office and arrange for an
interview with the Bureau's representative
when he visits your university shortly.
Application forms should be forwarded to the
Public Service Inspector in your State.

~ This seat
is reserved for a
bright ECONOMICS
student like yourself

TIME STUDENT SUBSCRIPTION
REPRESENTATIVES

A unigue opportunity exists for students to act as
part-time educational agents lor TIME magazine —

by selling TIME to fellow studenis at specislly
reduced rates. Set your own working hours and
make liberal commissions. Successful applicants
will be supplied with free sslling materlals
It Interested, apply fo:

Manager, Education Bureay,

TIME, The Weekly Newsmagazine
P.0. Box 3814, G.P.0., Sydney, N.S.W. 2001

OLYMPIC CONSOLIDATED
INDUSTRIES LTD.

CAMPUS
INTERVIEWS

This Australian-owned group offers opportunities for
job satisfaction to graduates commencing their professional
careers.

A senior executive will be on campus on MONDAY,
26th JULY, for discussion with final year students in the
following areas:

Mechanical engineers and physicists for studies of tyre
characteristics and service performance.

Computer scientists and mathematicians for operations
research on production and for systems engineering of
technically-oriented data systems.

Interviews may be arranged by contacting the Careers
and Appointments Office.
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BORKD? TAMAM SHUD |INomiNATIONS|
" || 15 MEMBERS

EXCLUSIVE
Wednesday, PUBLIC AFFAIRS

July 1 COMMITTEE

— e

PSY(HIA‘\'R;(

20% discouman production of I.D. close WEJHESdﬂr, JUIY I,
1] e 12 noon
50 Lt. La Trobe Street 347 1891 Dt sic. MIAS: ohrice

“Home Brewers of the world CARSON COUNTY BAND
If you want tgnli:f:: how te make SPEC‘IRUM' TAMAM SHUD
Y WENDY SADDINGTON, JEFF ST.

BEER, GIDEH WINES, JOHN AND COPPERWINE

MEAD MELBOURNE

Society Of Ho B f trali
Y Of Home Browsrs of Ausral TOWN HALL
50.HB.A, Box 66 Monbulk, Vic. 3783 SUNDAY JuI.Y 5 8 P M
' r IVl

25% discount on production of |1.D

l’apuu-—New Guinea | fcard.  Tickets at Thumpin® Tum
N U A US (347 1891) and door sales
HMLALLD,

( Village Scheme (| DRUM PROMOTIONS

iy
il Vacancieg still exist but

’l'HF- Doc’roR

1*|

IS IN]

don't delay — visit MAS ¥
LOT'S WIFE
GO:NG’ TO A BFA.LL_? {All must be finalised by July 23) still needs statt — raparting, general and of course
HAIR LOCK A MESS? TYPING a Sports Editor
Far all your hair-styling problems see . Imagine! Papus-New Guinea for only $200. Apply Lot's Wife!
Mrs. Rankin, 544 1903 Mrs. Smith
HAIRDAESSING SALON, 786 2284
KELSlE 166 CLAYTON RD.. CLAYTON

jcampus| -

SHELL SERVICE CENTRE TS
Your vehicle repaired while with your

- Commonwealith
QUESTIONS?
- ¥ % % X K K KK % | e Eovcmon vie

President

M
directly opposite university St

for your convenience e,
PHONE 544 2632 i

Renowned economist P. A, n his *
An Introductory Analysis” (7th Edlﬂon page 534) le”! us:

“Pure land rent is in the nature of a ‘surplus’ whlch can ba-
heavily taxed without g “SPECIAL STUDENT DISCOUNT — & CENTS PER GALLON OFF” TYP'NG
e e ———
Piek up and
This is basic for activity. From It we ask: SPORTS ED’TOR i
Kiply deliver
Lot's Wite office 86 5390
1. What connection is there between the rise In land-price
and the decline in the dollar?
2. Why the outer suburban sprawl and the inner-city blight? F“L'I‘o le PHA RM
3. Does land price block social progress?
4, Why, wilh an advancing technology, does the dollar buy
less and less instead of more and more? 1907 DANDENONG ROAD
5. How do the rich become richer while the poor pay the near corner Dandenong and Clayton Roads
piper? s e
6. How much of the $500 Housing grani is swallowsd by FOR FRIENDLY SERVICE
land price? 544 1722
7. What ks the real priza lor which they fight in Vietnam?
8. How can land price be fought? 3 -
Everything in flat sharing for everyone!
Contact
C & M FLAT SHARE SERVICE
For a discussion aboul For sample literature, =
this, have your club or for & monthly journal, Suite 1, 22 Alma Road, St Kiida
soclety invile a spesker and for private inquiry, Telephone 94 1541
from: contact:

I. LEARN TO DRIVE I_
SAFELY WITH

Monash Motor School

Special concession rates to students
TEERING COLUMN AND FLOOR GEARS
Lessons can be had from Unive or Home, al
hours and week-ends. e assons  and
licance tesis arranged
It no answer

288 4047 82 3960

THE HENRY GEORGE LEAGUE

18 George Parade (off 113 Collins Sireet), Melbourna

Phone Melb. 63 4635 Atter Mours 251372 2
MELBOURNE

MOTORCYCLE CO. /!
Cor. City Rd. & Ferrars St., Sth. Melb. 3205
| Phone 69 4550
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