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• News I 
LOT'S WIFE 

Looking 
Ahead in 
Education 

by our education writer 
- IHeien Smitti. 

Looking Ahead in Educa
tion — an address by Lind
say Thompson, Minister for 
Education (from the book of 
the same name). The venue, 
a Liberal Party policy meet
ing in Burwood High School 
Hall. The audience, a recep
tive group of Bennettswood's 
Liberal citizens — marred 
only by a very few dissentors. 
who were the modicum of re
spectability, even when ask
ing "unfair" questions (as the 
chairman put it). The docile 
nature of the audience made 
the presence of four police
men quite astonishing! 

Mr. Thompson's speech 
commenced as a convention
al success story . . . Educa
tion is expanding rapidly — 
more schools, more univer
sities, more facilities, new 
emphasis on libraries, all 
financed by a larger slice of 
the budget all progress re
gretfully, just failing to keep 
pace with the growing^ school 
population {Mr. Thompson's 
comment, not mine). The in
crease in primary pupils 
since 1950 is 50%, in sec
ondary pupils — 200%, and 
or matriculation students, an 
increase of 1000%. To meet 
(or "nearly" meet) this ex
pansion there has been a 
growth in the number of 
schools. Following a period 
of inactivity between 1930 
and 1953, when only two new 
high schools were built, from 
1953 to 1969, 156 new high 
schools have sprouted up 
throughout Victoria. Corres
pondingly the percentage of 
the budget allocated to edu
cation has risen from 20% in 
1940 to 43% today. 

There ends the success 
story; increased injections of 
money have failed to cope 
with the problems that Vic
toria now faces in Education. 
The size of the Department 
alone is now formidable; the 
administrative machinery is 
drowning in a sea of paper 
work and archaic rules. Al
most all matters concerning 
the running of the school 
must be referred to the cen
tral bureaucracy — from such 
matters as appointments, 
transfers and resignations of 
teachers, and the allocation 
of money, down to teacher 
absences of even one day. 
And such matters of policy 
and practice that are dealt 
with by the principals, and 
in the case of student teach
ers the various colleges, are 
subject to such a wide variety 
of interpretations that dissat
isfaction is rife. 

Mr. Thompson's answer to 
this problem is decentralisa
tion. Not, as he emphasised, 
to the degree the Canadian 
system has undergone, where 
regional control of total fin
ances has led to gross ine
qualities, but to the degree 
where the maximum of ad
ministrative freedom is given 
to the Headmasters and 
school committees and a 
minimum of correspondence 
is conducted between the 
schools and the central ad
ministration, Total financial 
grants, teaching and student 
conditions would remain a 
central policy. One possibility 
which Mr. Thompson outlined 
is the regional system of ad-

mmistration as was first ex
perimented with in the River-
ina area of New South Wales 
in 1946, and has resulted in 
11 administrative areas to 
date. In Victoria areas per
haps the size of Gippsland 
and the Western District 
would become almost auto
nomous areas (however if de
centralisation is conducted 
strictly along the lines of the 
N.S.W. system, closer exam
ination reveals that the sys
tem is far from adequate—see 
Thompson P.57). The largest 
single problem about decen
tralisation is that despite all 
the Minister's good intentions 
on this subject his chances 
of implementation are negli
gible in the face of the im
possible bureaucratic entan
gle and the political football 
match working against him. 

A second problem aligned 
with that of unwieldy size, is 
the failure of recruitment to 
teaching to even keep pace 
with resignations and with the 
increase in school popula
tion. Mr. Thompson quoted 
an increase in teaching staff. 
including teachers in training, 
of 625%, but he did not cite 
the percentage of resigna
tions. On current trends, one 
is led to believe that this fig
ure would be astronomical, 

Apart from dissatisfaction 
on the part of student teach
ers, there are academic fail
ures which result in a longer 
training period (30%), aban
donment of course, or trans
fer to T.S.T.C. — a further 
30% of all recruitments. Mr. 
Thompson admitted that sec
ondary teachers colleges 
were inadequate to cope with 
those not admitted to Univer
sity, added to which the pres
tige value is low and the 
course limited to teaching in 
Victoria. Therefore students 
are often reluctant to embark 
on a T.S.T.C. course. The 
Minister stated that staff/stu
dent ratio has decreased from 
1 to 44 to 1 to 35 In 2/3rds 
of all Victorian schools. It is, 
however, the other one third 
that are causing concern, but 
we know little about them 
other than what is in the oc
casional news article or let
ter by agrieved students or 
teachers, 

And what of the future? 
Very little was said other than 
there would be more in
creased size, larger (but in
adequate) injec t i 0 n s of 
money, more teachers if pos
sible and decentralisation as 
mentioned previously. The 
Minister's attention seems 
sharply focussed on the need 
"to provide the students with 
a worthwhile set of social 
values to fight the battle of 
life," because "we must have 
first-class citizens," 

To give Mr. Thompson just 
credit, not only is he an ex
cellent speaker, but his senti
ments are, I believe, sincere. 
However, to reiterate my pre
vious point, he is only one 
man — he cannot possibly 
know all of the inadequacies, 
let alone cope with them. The 
faults lie mainly in the bureau
cratic structure with all its 
accompanying frustrati o n s 
and in the fact that education 
is a political issue. 

"LET MY PEOPLE GO" 
-DEMONSTRATION 

N e a r l y 5 3 years a f t e r the Russian Revolut ion, V i c t o r i a n Jewish 
students staged a "Let M y People G o " demonst ra t ion on campus a n d 
a 2 4 - h o u r fas t ing vigi l in the city square last Tuesday a n d W e d n e s d a y . 

The fomm at Monash was 
addressed by Dr. Shaw 
(Director of Hillel), Professor 
Taft (Professor of Social 
Psychology), the Chairman, 
David Mittleburg and later on, 
by Albert Larger and Elliot 
Gingold. 

The main aim of the first 
three speakers was to impress 
upon the listeners (about 500) 
the degree of discrimination 
against Jews in the U.S.S.R. 
today. 

Dr. Shaw said it was only 
right that Jewish students in 
the free world should protest 
about the plight of Jewish 
communities behind the Iron 
Curtain. 

Professor Taft gave a his
torical account of anti-semi-
tism in Russia and how it 
exists in Communist Russia 
today. 

Albert Langer commented 
that although it was a well-
known fact that government 
institutionalised anti-semitism 
existed in the U.S.S.R. and 
other Eastern European coun
tries, he objected to any link 
implied b e tw e e n anti-

Semitism and the left. He 
said that anti-semitism was 
not part of left-wing ideology 
and that it was an example of 
where the Russians had gone 
wrong. 

Dr. Shaw answered by say
ing that 95% of what liflr. Lan
ger said was correct but said 
it was a "red herring" to the 
cause in hand. He said that 
the madness of the Stalin era 
showed what did in fact hap
pen to Soviet Jewry. 

Professor Taft also com
mented that Jewish students 
should not blindly join the 
leftish movement and work 
against themselves as Jewish 
Communists in Poland had 
done who were now left out 
in the cold. He said that 
Jewish students should be 
the vanguard in the movement 
against racism. 

Elliot Gingold answered 
Professor Taft by saying that 
Jewish students should be in 
the vanguard of the leftist 
movement to work against 
racial oppression. He pointed 
out that under the Lenin era 
the true socialist era of 

Russia, the Jews were not 
discriminated against and 
that nothing after Lenin is the 
socialism he supports. 

He said Cuba did not dis
criminate against Jews and. 
in fact gave aid to build 
Jewish cultural and religious 
institutions. He g a v e Spain 
as an example of a Right wing 
government w h e r e anti-
semitism went on. 

The chairman concluded by 
saying that all this was irrele
vant, that, when talking about 
Vietnam, we don't talk about 
Biafra and that they weren't 
there to talk about the posi
tion of the Jewish student in 
Leftist politics. They were 
there to demonstrate against 
one particular injustice in the 
world today. 

It was pointed out during 
the meeting that the demon
stration was not against Com
munism or the U.S.S.R. but 
only "to see justice done to 
the Jews of the U.S.S.R, 

The forum dispersed witi 
many people going to the cit 
square where a well attended 
quiet demonstration went on 
with different people partici 
pating during the later after 
noon and late night. 

Wainer — a personal 
guerilla war 

"I've been involved In Vic
torian politics in a personal 
guerilla warfare," said Dr. 
Bertrand Wainer. 

Dr. Wainer attacked "good, 
clean, practising politicians 
who don't have the interests 
of people at heart" and in
cluded all sitting members of 
the major parties in this cate
gory, 

"They're all self-seeking op
portunists!" he said, 

The meeting was called by 
the Glen Waverley branch of 
the Progressive Reform Party. 
About 150 people attended. 
Dr. Wainer was greeted with 
spontaneous applause as he 
entered the meeting. 

CORRUPTION INQUIRY 
Dr. Wainer briefly reviewed 

his efforts to have a commis

sion of inquiry held to investi
gate allegations of police cor
ruption in Victoria. Neither the 
Premier, Sir Henry Bolte, nor 
the leader of the State Oppo
sition, Mr. Clyde Holding, 
would become involved, he 
said. He noted, however, Mr. 
Holding's recent attempts to 
identify his party with the 
calling of the inquiry now be
ing held. 

RYLAH 'INEFFICIENT' 
The Progressive Reform 

Party (P.R.P.) will sponsor 
candidates in the May State 
elections. Dr. Wainer will con
test the seat of Kew, currently 
held by the Chief Secretary, 
Sir Arthur Rylah. Sir Arthur 
dismissed initial requests for 
an inquiry in order "to cover 
up his own inefficiencies", Dr. 
Wainer said, 

Dr. Wainer appealed to thi 
audience to join the P,R.P. 
which has already grown to 
have 27 branches, indicating a 
growth rate he thought unj 
equalled by any other Aue 
traiian political party. The 
Party would be one without 
professional politicians, and 
would not have an all-power
ful central executive, he said. 

OMBUDSMAN 
If the Party was not suc

cessful in gaining parliament
ary representation in the May 
elections, said Dr. Wainer, it 
would continue to act as an 
Ombudsman. 

"On my own files, there are 
enough grievances to l<eep a 
hundred people busy for a 
year," he said, 

British Breast Battle 
There is an advertisement 

that is arousing quite a lot of 
public interest in Britain. It 
shows a naked lady lying on 
her back. The caption reads: 
"The second most interesting 
surface in the world Is 
Formica laminate". 

The reputedly conservative 
British newspaper, The Sun
day Times, said, in an article 
about the advertisement — 

"The final accolade came 

yesterday, when the Sun 
(English version) devoted half 
a page to the advertisement 
(thus baring their 17th nipple 
in nine consecutive days)". 

The following week, The 
Sunday Times published this 
letter under the caption 
"Keeping abreast" — 

"It was fascinating to learn 
that the new Sun had bared 
17 nipples in nine days. We 
hadn't been counting, 

"We had been counting 
those in The Sunday Times, 
however. Your score in nine 
issues: 22. 

"Sun readers need not 
despair. It is clear that they 
are still fractionally under
privileged, but the situation is 
not irretrievable,—Larry Lamb, 
Editor, The Sun". 

The Herald and Weekly 
Times should get moving. You 
have to be in it to win it. 
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Democrats- aim to 
take Lot's Wife 

The D.L.P. Club committee 
said that they should aim for 
ultimate control of Lot's Wife. 

In the past, the D.L.P. Club 
has not nominated members 
for positions on any of the 
fyl.A.S. committees. This year 
the Democrats see the two 
areas where they could have 
a major influence as being 
the Publications Committee 
where two members will stanr< 
and the Education Committee 
where they will nominate one 
member. 

Paul D'Astoli said that al
though it should not be con
cealed that some of their 
members were standing, they 
must say they consider the 
offices as politically neutral. 
The suggestion was made that 
their platform should be on 
issues such as car parking 
etc. 

Mr. D'Astoli said the D.L.P. 
club must do all they can 
against the M.A.S. system. 

He said, "It is crucial that 
we initiate issues of our own". 
He said that there is a lot more 

work involved in finding fault 
in the opposition than in 
focusing on issues of bur 
own choice. Referring to the 
type of research done in sup
porting Langers expulsion, 
Paul D'Astoli said: "Quite 
frankly, I can't keep it up". 

The D.L.P. Club acknow
ledges that participation in 
forthcoming Vietnam activi
ties is a matter of individual 
conscience and should not be 
restricted but as they respect 
the rights of those who do not 
wish to participate in, or have 
their activities interrupted by 
Moratorium activities, t h e 
D.L.P. Club will not support 
student strikes, picketing, can
cellation or disruption of 
lectures. 

A petition stating the D.L.P. 
Club's point of view has 
received 212 signatories. They 
will inform the press of this 
support and through it, they 
hope that the academic in
tegrity of staff will be ques
tioned. 

Monash Builders 
support Moratorium 
Builders' laborers w e r e 

enthusiastic in their support 
for the Vietnam Moratorium 
when three members of the 
Moratorium Steering Commit
tee addressed a group of 
them last week. 

Mark TafL Joe Petyanski 
and Len Hartnett spoke to 
builders' laborers working on 
the site of the new medicine 
buildings on the Vietnam 
situation and how it relates 
to the people of Australia. 

The meeting was arranged 
through the Builder's Lab
orers' Union representative on 
the site. 

Mark Taft spoke of how the 
Australian Government i s 
spending about $100,000,000 
a year upon the Vietnam war 
whilst workers in Australia 
are underpaid and work in 
poor conditions. He em
phasised the need for a 
worker-student alliance, that 
students and workers are 
after a better deal from 
administrators and employers 
respectively. 

He said the Vietnamese 
people were suffering greatly 
as a result of foreign interven
tion through use of napalm, 
indiscriminant bombing and 
defoliation. He said that the 
government should do more 
for the worker with the money 
that is going to supporting 
the Vietnam war. 

At one point, Mark Taft was 
interrupted by a worker who 
claimed that he was giving a 
political speech but other 
workers pointed out that you 
cannot discriminate between 
economic and political issues. 

After Mark Taft's speech 
several workers put their point 
of view and discussion took 
place for over 15 minutes. An 
official from the Plumbers' 
Union spoke in support of 
the Moratorium. He said that 
other plumbers could not at

tend the meeting as they 
were out on strike. 

The general f e e l i n g 
amongst the builders' labor
ers was that the demonstra
tion should be non-violent but 
that police provocation should 
be resisted peacefully. 

Mark Taft told them of the 
plans for the Moratorium 
which will take place on May 
8, 9 and 10. 

• Friday there will be a large 
demonstration held in the 
Treasury Gardens, starting 
at about 2 p.m. where 
there will be various 
speakers. There will then 
be a march to the city 
where there will be a 
three-hour occupation of 
a city block. A sit down 
in Burke S t will last at 
least 15 rininutes. 

• Saturday has been alloca
ted to local activities. 
There are over 60 area 
groupings and up to 300 
people have been attend
ing planning meetings. 
There will be widespread 
demonstrations at t h e 
major shopping areas. 
There will be an all night 
vigil held outside parlia
ment house. 

• Sunday there will be spec
ial church services and in 
the afternoon there will 
be a peace happening in 
the Treasury G a r d e n s 
where there will be speak
ers, pop groups and plays 
performed by the La 
Mama Play Group. 

At the end of the meeting, 
the workers unanimously de
cided that there should be 
more such meetings. 

Vice Chancellor, Dr. Mathe-
son, has said that staff are 
free to observe the morator
ium if they wished but the 
university should go about 
its business as usual. 

LOT'S WIFE 
Due to a special low cost arrangement with 
Waverley Offset Printers, Lot's Wife is now 
weekly. It is hoped this move will attract 
greater advertising and provide a bridge to 
greater communication amongst staff and 
students at Monash. 

COOK CELEBRATIONS 
BAD NEWS-ABSCOL 

This year the Australian Government 
is asl<ing all Australians to 
celebrate the discovery of Australia 
by Captain James Cook. 200 years 
ago. The point they make is that 
200 years ago the Australian nation 
first began. Comparison is made 
between the "early" days and the 
present. Words like "progress and 
development" are used to describe 
the activities which have grown as 
the nation has grown. Mention is 
also made about the pioneering role 
Australia has played in the field of 
social welfare. 
All this must be granted. Australia 
has done many things of which it 
can justifiably be proud. This then is 
the reason why the nation is asked 
to celebrate the last 200 years. 
However, in the 200 year period since 
Cook landed at Botany Bay other 
events have occurred which should 
make Australians ashamed rather 
than proud. 
The point is made that the Australian 
Aborigines will not be joining in 
the celebrations. They have nothing 
to celebrate and much to weep 
for. For them, Cook's landing was 
not the birth of a nation but the 
beginning of a long and seemingly 
unending period of personal and 
cultural decline. 
Before the arrival of Cook and those 
who followed him, the Aborigines 
had established a perfectly valid 
way of life in a harsh and barren 
country. They had kept the race 
alive through unknown centuries 
of time, they threatened no-one, and 
coveted nothing except the barest 
minimum of food. They had the art 
of living for the day, they knew how 
to laugh and enjoy themselves. 
They had a cultural heritage and a 
religion which was as sophisticated 
as any known. 
They were a people of great 
accomplishment, for they knew the 
art of happy living. 
However, with the arrival of Cook 
and the subsequent invasion of 
Australia by the British, the life of 
the Aborigines changed. As the 
settlers moved inland the Aborigines 
were deprived of their lands, the 
lands upon which they were 
dependent for their livelihood. 
European diseases spread rapidly 
amongst them and decimated their 
population. In Tasmania straight-out 
genocide was practised. Aborigines 
were hunted as one would hunt a 
lion in Africa today. The Christian 
missionaries had scant respect for 
their religions and so not only was 
the Aborigines physical livelihood 
stolen from him but his spiritual 
strength was also sapped and 
destroyed. 
The Aborigine was treated as a 
non-person in a land which was his 
own. 
If we compare the 200 year period for 
white and black, we can soon see 
why there is no reason for the 
Aborigines to be celebrating. While 
Australia made progress in the 
field of social welfare, the field of 
Aboriginal Affairs became worse. 

While Australia gave women the 
vote, Aborigines were hunted and 
slaughtered. While Australia 
improved its health services and so 
decreased the death rate. Aboriginal 
infant and child mortality rates 
soared and diseases previously 
unknown to the Aborigines killed 
many thousand of their number. 
While white Australians struggled to 
develop a culture and life style of 
their own. Aborigines began to lose 
their cultural heritage, a process 
which was readily assisted by 
missionaries and Government 
officials. 

Thus in the 200 year period since 
Cook arrived, white Australia has 
advanced and black Australia has 
gone backwards. 
This situation has continued until 
the present day where we find that 
while White Australia is progressing 
rapidly. Aboriginal Australia remains 
a neglected and exploited sector 
of the population. 
To take just a few facts to show 
this we can look at health, education 
and housing. 

If an Aboriginal baby is born today: 

1. It has a much better than average 
chance of being dead within 
two years. 

2. If it does survive it had a much 
better than average chance of 
suffering from sub-standard diet to 
a degree likely permanently to 
handicap it 
(a) in its physical and mental 

potential; 
(b) in its resistance to disease. 

3. If it reaches adult ages it is 
likely to be lethargic, 
irresponsible, and above all 
poverty-stricken — unable to 
break out of the iron cycle of 
poverty, ignorance, malnutrition, 
ill-health, social isolation, and 
antagonism; if it lives in the North, 
it has a good chance of being 
maimed by leprosy and. 
wherever, it searches for 
affection and companionship, 
this may well end only in the 
misery of V.D. 

4. Compared with Europeans it 
has only one chance in 30 of 
reaching matriculation or higher. 

5. It has four times the chance of 
not being educated at all. 

6. It has only one chance in 10 of 
living In a house owned by its 
parents. 

7. It has one chance in three of living 
in a dwelling with not enough 
beds. 

These are just some of the facts 
which show how neglected and 
deprived Aboriginal Australians are. 
While White Australia is celebrating 
Cook's arrival and the "bir th" of the 
nation, Aborigines and whites of 
good conscience will be weeping 
for the losses of the original 
Australians WHAT WILL YOU 
BE DOING? 

And the little 
lady approves 

^ica^^iiMi^ 
dinner suits 

at the 

^̂ ^̂ Kf '̂ ^̂ 1 

^K^^l^^^l 

UNION DRY- CLEANERS 
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EDITORIAL 

With the rapidly increasing profits of Australian tele
vision stations, there is no excuse for the poor standard 
of Australian TV productions. 

It seems few people really care about the bastardization 
which is taking place or the false promises which are 
being made and cont inual ly broken to the Broadcasting 
Control Board. As long as the dol lars keep ro l l ing in for 
the " m e d i u m b roke rs " nobody worr ies about the most 
powerfu l influence on our cu l ture. A case in point is the 
television license which Mr . Ansett holds. 

CHANNEL 0 PROMISES DISHONORED 
In awarding the A.T.V.O licence to Ansett the Broad

casting Control Board said we " w o u l d not use p ro f i tab i l i t y 
as the yards t ick" , that the content of the programmes 
wou ld reflect an Austral ian env i ronment , encourage 
awareness of the achievements of Austral ia and advance 
the arts and cul ture of the na t i on " and that his company 
would create "a strong Austral ian image in its program
mes" . 

Not only has Ansett dishonoured these guarantees 
but he has been quick to realize the pro f i t potential of low 
cost local shows (New Talent Time and Good Morning Mr. 
Doubleday to name unbelievably bad Channel 0 produc
t ions) . 

From the evidence of recent Channel 0 programming 
Ansett is completely out of his depth in this power fu l 
mass med ium; he may be successful in air l ines and on 
the road but he has broken every Control Board promise 
that he made in 1963. 

His promise of " 5 8 % Austral ian content in the f i rst 
year, to be gradual ly increased" hardly measures up to 
the official Contro l Board f igure for A.T.V.O of 4 5 % after 
three years of operat ion. 

His current weekly average of 12 feature f i lms 
is hardly "advancing the arts and cul ture of the 
na t i on . " His weekly total of 38 hours of canned view
ing f r om overseas hardly "encourages awareness of the 
achievements of Aus t ra l i a " . Apart f r o m the f lood of fea
ture f i lms , we have had out-dated canned repeats like 
"Dragnet " , and "Gunsm oke " , which could hardly be said 
to reflect an Austral ian env i ronment . 

But when it comes to A.T.V.O produced drama we reach 
an al l - t ime low. Despite the 1962 Ansett promise to 
produce an Austral ian drama weekly w i t h emphasis on the 
"use of Austra l ian character and background" the Control 
Board waived its two-hour local drama quota for commer
cial stations in February, 1968, because of " f inancial 
p rob lems" experienced by Channel 0. 

It wou ld seem that Ansett has been unable to fu l f i l 
the promise of "s t reng th , v igor and venturesomeness" that 
gave h im the much-sought-after stat ion licence. 

The irony is that C rawfo rd , the independent television 
producer and unsuccessful licence appl icant, has been able 
to achieve all that Ansett has proved incapable of doing. 
They use talented people to produce a class c r ime drama 
w i th Homicide, Division 4 and Hunter as well as the 
variety feature The Entertainers, a well-received quiz show 
Coles $6,000 Question, and is st i l l able to impor t a wo r l d 
famous television controversia l is t , Malco lm Muggeridge. 
No doubt serious drama and other badly-needed features 
wou ld be wel l w i t h i n thei r range. 

How d i d the Contro l Board in all sinceri ty to the 
publ ic possibly renew the Channel 0 licence recently? 
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BRIAN CANDLER 
New MAS Chairman 

By D a v i d Uren 

"I think that this will be a moderate 
year — I hope." Brave words from 
one who has been M.A.S. Chairman 
for nearly two weeks. 

Brian Candler quoted the outgoing 
Chairman, Warrick Nelson, who said 
of the office: 

"You could never recommend the 
job to anyone as enjoyable but it is 
a very enlightening experience. 
Someone has to do the hack work." 

Amongst his plans for this year is 
to fix up the voting procedure at gen
eral meetings. 

"I personally think that a chair
man's ruling at a meeting should be 
absolute, which sounds very auto
cratic from me, but I think that if 
a chairman is worried, he isn't going 
to rule. This will be my own attitude. 
Where he doesn't rule, or where 
people want to contest his rule, there 
should be a petition of the same 
number required to call a quorum, 
so that it is reasonable and not just 
a few individuals who don't like the 
chairman or don't like the type of 
vote that was taken, to call a referen
dum. That referendum would be done 
by having student rolls at the I^.A.S. 
office and some sort of recording 
device. The student would come 
along with his ID card, be marked 
off and record his vote." 

Another thing that Brian Candler 
would like to see happen soon is 
students being better represented on 
administrative committees. 

"Students should be given a rea
sonable say in what goes on, not just 
one token vote in a committee of 35. 
Giving a student a vote on a com
mittee is a formal recognition of our 
right to participate, but the actual 
participation at present is entirely ir
relevant. 

"I do see severe limitations in 
having majority student control which 
is what some people are advocating. 
We are here to learn and obviously 
tile things we want to learn will be 
affected by the knowledge of those 
who teach, the way in which they 
think it ought to be taught and the 
things they think we ought to learn. 
Obviously, the person who is teach
ing knows what things you need to 
know on a particular subject. 

"Fifty-fifty staff-student control is 
more feasible although I can see 
drawbacks. The immediate problem 
is to give students a reasonable say 
in the things that affect him." 

Where does he see universities 
heading? 

"Deeper and deeper into the quag
mire — mainly because no-one has 
bothered to officially state what the 
university is. 

"If you listen to the ultra lefL it is 
just a brain factory for the capitalist 
society: if you listen to the academic 
registrar, it is a community of scho
lars in the good old traditional sense. 
It is absolutely essential that the 
university work out where it is 
going." 

Brian's personal opinion of the role 
of the university is that it should do 
more than turn out trained robots. 

"The university must be a place 
for the free exchange of ideas. It 
should turn out someone who suits 

society's needs as well as someone 
who is capable of thinking for him
self and has more than just his pro
fessional training. This is why I am 
critical of specialisation. I admit that 
it is sometimes necessary but there 
should be more general training. 

"A lot of on-campus direct action 
has been provoked by the authori
ties," he said. "I don't think it is 
justified but it can be explained. Stu
dent violence achieves little as it only 
serves to harden the arteries of those 
in authority. 

"Repression by an administration 
never gets anyone anywhere. If a 
radical can prove repression, it is 
fairly easy for him to stir up even 
very moderate students. This is why 
I'm disappointed with our Vice Chan
cellor's attitude since he came back 
from U.S.A. His attitude has changed 
markedly. I wouldn't describe it as 
paranoia but it is certainly an ob
session. It has been carried to the 
extreme when he puts up wrought 
iron cages around the finance and 
student records offices, blocks them 
off from the rest of the offices and 
puts a guard on the door. This is a 
clear recognition that those who try 
to disrupt you succeed. 

"Personally, I think that the most 
effective way to deal with dissident 
elements is to ignore them and they'll 
go away. The point with the action 
of the administration is that they 
play right into the hands of those 
who scream repression. The more 
they let themselves be pushed up 
against the wall and the more they 
react by saying, 'We'll debate with 
you until you start winning, when 
we'll use the authority we've got,' 
the more they start to make the ultra 
left's claim of repression look 
feasible." 

How often does the administration 
take notice of M.A.S. decisions? 

"One could be cynical and say 
whenever It suits them," he said. 
"The weight of the argument depends 
upon whether they want to accept 
the argument. It can be more or less 
forcefully put by the Individual 
himself." 

Brian tends to dismiss claims of 
the right wing students that M.A.S. 
is out of touch with the students. 

"No matter what sort of a body 
you have, it will be held In contempt 
by somebody," he said. "The S.R.C.. 
as it turned out In the final flourish, 
was held in contempt by nearly ev
erybody. 

"If the ultra right could prove their 
allegation then something ought 
seriously be done. I have yet to be 
satisfied that this allegation is sound. 
I think it may well be that THEY are 
divorced from the student body. Their 
allegation is different from saying 
that students aren't involved. Their 
reason for not being involved may 
be that they are quite happy to go 
along with the present system which 
is different from saying that the mass 
of students are disenctianted with 
this system, which is the allegation 
that the ultra-right tend to keep 
making." 

: : 
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US and THEM 

;• 

In my first year at University I 
attended several meetings of the 
Monash Labour Club. The atmos
phere of those meetings bore a 
marl(ed resemblance to that of a 
religious instruction class In a Cath
olic primary school. Discussion pro
ceeded on the basis of certain 
dogmas which nobody thought it 
necessary to either justify or call 
into question. Just as Catholic 
schoolchildren have no difficulty in 
believing that they will rot in purga
tory, so those present had no diffi
culty in believing that history is an 
inevitable process of class warfare. 
which we are not free to avoid. For 
Communism requires an act of faith, 
the same as every other superstition. 
The speeches reminded me less of 
reasoned discourses than of recita
tions of the Catechism, interspersed 
as they were with chapter and verse 
quotations from the Gospel accord
ing to St. Mao. 

Accept on faith a few improbable 
dogmas, such as the inevitability of 
the Revolution, belief In "the primor
dial goodness of man", belief that 
man somehow fulfills himself by kill
ing other men (particularly capital
ists) etc. and it only requires one 
more intellectual leap to identify 
yourself with the workers and every
one you dislike with the capitalists, 
and you need never think again. 
Every political problem you will ever 
face can be instantly solved by refer
ence to the Us/Them dichotomy now 
entrenched in your brain. If a Uni
versity administration, say, does 
something of which you disapprove, 
you are justified in going to any 
lengths to inconvenience them be
cause Professors are really only 
Capitalist - Imperialists in disguise. 
And if a University Administration 
hasn't done anything of which you 
disapprove, this Is only a subtle 
Capitalist-lmperalist trick to confuse 
you, and you are still entitled to go 
to any lengths to inconvenience 
them. 

Try to imagine Pavlov's dogs be
coming evangelical and going out 

into the world to make converts, and 
you will have formed an accurate 
impression of the programme of the 
Monash avant garde. Pavlov's dogs 
would presumably not be so silly 
as to imagine they could persuade 
people, on rational grounds, that they 
ought to salivate when they hear 
bells ringing. No more do the stu
dent militants imagine that rational 
persuasion will lead very many to 
accept a series of dogmas as un
likely as those which constitute Com
munism. The only hope they have 
of making revolutionaries of the 
masses is to carry to them the holy 
gospel of the Us/Them dichotomy. 

Having received this doctrine by 
a process of Pavlovian classical 
conditioning, the average student is 
expected to go out into the world 
equipped with paranoid spectacles, 
bound to see every issue in terms of 
the oppressors and the oppressed, 
and when the Revolution comes (as 
it inevitably will), The People, or at 
least some of them, will be ready 
for it. 

Among left-wing tacticians, this 
procedure is variously known as 
"polit icising" or "revolutionising" the 
students, or as "developing the revo
lutionary consciousness". It worked 
perfectly last year. Then the first 
issue was car parking a paradigm 
Us/Them situation. They want us 
to pay. We don't want to pay, there
fore We fight Them. A vote for your 
pocket is a vote against Them. By 
simply raising hands In favour of a 
motion beginning "We the Students 
condemn the Administration" we, the 
students, were being conditioned for 
much bigger things later on. Not 
only did those who voted against the 
Administration over car parking get 
that warm glow of self-satisfaction 
that comes from daring to be left 
wing, but suspicion of Them lingered 
on. 

Having begun the process of 
"polit icising" students by appealing 
to their pockets, the next step was 
to consolidate the process by appeal
ing to their conscience. The Disci

pline Statute was the Ideal instru
ment. Because of its utilitarian in
sistence on maintaining an article 
of the Statute whicif reserved to the 
University the right to refuse admis
sion to persons convicted of certain 
criminal offences, the Administration 
could be made out to be immoral, 
as it is thereby denied equality of 
opportunity In education. Most stu
dents were easily persuaded that it 
would be inconsistent for them to 
condemn the attitude of the Adminis
tration and then vote against the 
direct action motion, the distinction 
between disagreeing with someone 
and forcing him to do what you tell 
him being one which is difficult to 
draw at mass meetings, and the 
original issue was soon lost sight of 
in a haze of sit-ins, sieges and occu
pations. The issue soon became 
whether They were to be allowed to 
subject Us to disciplinary hearings 
for exercising Our right to free ex
pression of opinion by breaking down 
the door of the Council Chamber 
during disciplinary hearings. 

By this stage, the majority of stu
dents attending M.A.S. Meetings had 
been well and truly politicised, that 
is they had contracted the militants 
persecution delusions in a sufficient 
degree to keep things exciting. 
Third term and exams intervened, but 
by this year's first student general 
meeting, suspicion of Them was still 
sufficiently general to lead 934 
people to vote in favour of a motion 
alleging some very Improbable and 
insubstantial charges of political dis
crimination against t h e Science 
Faculty Board. As the tacticians are 
fond of pointing out, these 934 were 
only so soundly outvoted because of 
the large number of not yet politi
cised first year students who voted. 
Presumably a student who had been 
politicised would, having seen the 
opportunity for discrimination, ac
cept, on faith, that it must have hap
pened, whereas a not yet politicised 
first year student would ask himself 
whether there was any evidence for 
thinking that it had. 

It is my hope, gentle reader, that 
you will ask yourself just one ques
tion, namely "Have I been politi
cised?". Quite possibly you haven't, 
because surprisingly, the Us/Them 
mentality failed to permeate to a 
quite considerable minority of active 
students at Monash. There were 
three classes of students, who, some
how or other did not get politicised 
last year. The first and largest group 
included the D.L.P. Club, the now 
eclipsed Monash University Society, 
and all those others who were too 
fixed in their own delusions to wish 
to subscribe to the Labour Club's; 
the second group consisted of the 
perverse, who thought there was 
something suspicious about people 
who wanted them to get into a frenzy 
of righteous fury about something as 
trivial as car parking; and the third 
group comprised the sceptics, who 
regarded the whole business as 
rather funny, and considered that 
people who threw car park barri
cades into lily ponds by day and 
occupied Administration buildings by 
night, were not knaves, but fools. 
If you are one of the perverse, I 
admit that you have a point, but the 
sceptics are, of course, perfectly 
correct. 

But while the comic opera atmos
phere of Monash has its attractions, 
and while it must seem almost Philis
tine of me to oppose it, still, while 
we are tilting at car parks. Adminis
tration buildings. Windmills, etc., we 
are not tackling serious problems 
such as the Gorton government, 
poverty, world hunger, disarmament, 
study, etc. And moreover, once 
ariyone contracts the militant's Wind-
mil! complex, he is rendered Incap
able of taking a rational approach 
to any of these problems, preferring 
coercion to persuasion, and tactics 
to reason. So while I hate to knock 
a good joke, the punch line of the 
one about the students and the 
Administration, really isn't very good. 

DEANE WELLS 

Vietnam death toll 401: 2496 wounded. Become a pig-join the armed forces 



PAGE 6—MONDAY, APRIL 20, 1970 

I LETTERS I 
LOT'S WIFE 

left Reflections 

The Admin is t ra t ion and 

r ing-wing students are no 

doubt st i l l c rowing about 

their success in excluding 

me f r om Monash. It must 

be rather sad for them to 

f ind that this has resulted 

in my becoming a regular 

cont r ibu tor to Lot's Wife 

for the first t ime and in the 

Labor Club becoming even 

more active. 

It should be clear f r o m 

past experience that repres

sive action by University 

Admin is t ra t ions a n d t h e 

State cannot hold back the 

radical protest movement 

in the long te rm. Even in 

the short te rm, no sooner 

does the Right w in one vic

tory in one place than 

t rouble breaks out some

where else. Despite hysteri

cal press accounts, Sydney 

Uni. students came out in 

support of a radical occupa

t ion of the Admin is t ra t ion 

bu i ld ing there 

At Monash t h e M.A.S. 

general meeting w a s u n -

doubtedly a defeat for the 

left. Despite the d o u b l e 

vot ing and the large num

bers of people who were 

brought out to vote w i thou t 

even l istening to the debate, 

we should have been able 

to w in easily on a question 

l ike that. However, the left 's 

defeat was also a useful 

one. It taught us that we 

cannot j u s t complacently 

rely on the idea that " M o n 

ash students are rad ica l " 

and that we need to take 

left Ideas much more deeply 

into the mass of students. 

It has resulted in far more 

people than ever before, 

taking an active role in the 

Labor Club (190 at one 

meeting) and in the fo rma

t ion of left organisations in 

Science, Engineering, H i s -

tory , Economics, P h i I o -

sophy, English etc. 

On the other hand, for 

the Right their v ic tory was 

an expensive one 

To achieve i t , 

t h e University authori t ies 

and the "Democra ts " had 

to come out in a n o p e n 

all iance which w i l l u l t i 

mately damage both. By 

tel l ing the most blatant lies 

about simple matters of 

fact, this all iance gained 

certain temporary advant

ages — many students were 

confused and more import 

antly the left was diverted 

f r om going into the real 

issues at stake by having to 

refute a mass of lies about 

t r iv ia . However, in the long 

run this policy of lying 

serves only to alienate those 

being lied to as well as 

those lied about. The Right 

rel ied on the block vote of 

" f reshers " w h o s e s o l e 

knowledge of Monash was 

f r o m press reports last year 

and this gave them a short 

term ma jo r i t y . 

It seems qui te clear that 

the loss of a batt le has not 

in anyway demoralized the 

left at Monash and there is 

l ikely to be just as much 

student action this year as 

last. The Right clearly 

shares this estimate of the 

si tuat ion because they are 

st i l l campaigning hysteri

cally for the abol i t ion of 

student general meetings 

(obviously they don't ex

pect to get many more 

major i t ies) and complain

ing of the Labor Club dom

inating campus pol i t ical 

l i fe. Thus we f ind Pat Mor

gan f r o m the D.L.P. group 

at Melbourne "d iscover ing" 

that Monash students have 

never thought about Viet

nam, Biafra, Czechoslo

vakia, etc. ( the Labor Club 

has campaigned actively on 

all these questions and I for 

one was put in gaol br ief ly 

last year on one of t hem) . 

Thus we f ind Paul D'Astoli 

complain ing that the Labor 

Club speaks in the students' 

name instead of its own 

(D'Astol i who frequent ly 

makes publ ic announce

ments as "President of the 

Monash Graduates' Associa

t i o n " instead of "Fu l l Time 

Student Organiser for San-

tamar ia " should k n o w 

about this technique but 

the Labor Club simply 

doesn't do it 

The reason why the 

Left is so confident and the 

Right st i l l feels shaky is 

qui te simple. 

there are real 

social causes which give 

rise to social rebel l ion. Stu

dents are concerned about 

such things as the Vietnam 

War and the way their 

Universit ies are run because 

these are real problems in 

a real (not plast ic) w o r l d . 

Many students come to Uni

versity for a degree and a 

t icket to suburbia and are 

qui te happy about this. But 

many others are not happy 

being to ld about T ru th and 

Free Enquiry in a wo r l d 

where most people are not 

free and their leaders are 

not t r u t h f u l . They f ind 

such things as Vietnam ab-

horent and they begin to 

look for the causes. They 

f ind that their courses are 

meaningless and irrelevant 

and they end up not really 

want ing a t icket to subur

bia in a society that is rot

ten and fal l ing apart. 

These people end up 

clashing w i th University au

thori t ies and the State be

cause they are unwi l l ing to 

be used as instruments of 

the ru l ing class and soon 

they f i nd that in their re

bel l ion over specific dis

contents and general frus

trat ions they are forced to 

jo in w i th other sections of 

society ( the workers ) to 

over throw rather than re

fo rm the system. 

Faculty Club 

Dear Sir, 
On Thursday, April 2, a group of 

about thirty undergraduates at
tempted to gain entry to the Faculty 
Club during lunchtime. It was im
mediately pointed out to them by 
members of the Faculty Club Com
mittee that the Faculty Club is one 
area of this campus to which under
graduates do rot have access. There 
is a requirement specifically im
posed by the Victorian Liquid Con-
irol Commission that undergradu
ates do not enter the Club except 
with the special permission of the 
Club Secretary. On this particular 
occasion the students concerned 
left immediately when told that such 
permission could not be granted in
discriminately. 

I am not writing to complain about 
the action of this group of students. 
but students in general should be 
made aware of the implications of 
unauthorised entry of undergradu
ates to the Faculty Club. Not only 
could such entry affect the Liquor 
Control Commission's attitude to the 
Faculty Club, but also to any future 
application by Monash University 
for the sale and consumption of 
liquor to undergraduates in the 
Union. As far back as 1966 Council 
advised the Chief Secretary that It 
hoped that further amendments to 
the Licensing Act would include 
provision whereby liquor could be 
sold in the University Union. 

The membership of the Monash 
Faculty Club is the broadest of any 
such Faculty Club in Australia and 
includes not only academic and 
administrative staff but also graduate 
students and technical and clerical 
members of the University. As such 
it provides an important meeting 
place for a broad spectrum of peo
ple and it is to be hoped that the 
Inconsiderate action of a few stu
dents will not jeopardise the func
tion of the Club in this University. 

Yours faithfully, 
B. W. HOLLOWAY, 

President, 
Mor>ash Faculty Club 

Open let ter to a l l 

f irst year students 

As a first year student in this 
university, you have probably spent 
quite a few hectic weeks settling in 
and getting to know your way around 
the campus. In the past, we have 
found that after the initial confusion 
of the orientation activities, many 
first year students have experienced 
feelings of frustration and some
times loneliness because they have 
found themselves more or less left 
to their own devices and may have 
difficulty in initiating new friend
ships, working out what their lec
turers and tutors expect of them, 
and generally having to come to 
grips with a whole new environ
ment and perhaps even a radically 
different approach to academic 
work than the one they have been 
used to during their school days. 

In our work with first year stu
dents, we have found that many 
students feel thai they do not know 
anyone well enough to go to them 
with any problems or difficulties 
they might be having with their 
work, social relationships, etc. They 
may think that the academic staff 
are too busy to see them, and are 
often unaware that there are many 
people around the university both 
on the academic and the non-aca
demic staff who are only too happy 
to assist where they can, and that 
all one needs to do is approach 
them. 

For some years now the Student 
Counselling Service, in conjunction 
with members of the academic staff, 
has been holding a Transition Con
ference for first year students, one 
of the basic aims of which is to 
provide an opportunity for students 
and staff to meet in an informal 
manner to discuss issues of mutual 
concern — the nature of university 
life, what a university is for, what 
the student expects from the teach
ing staff, and conversely what the 
leaching staft expects from the stu
dent, etc., etc. Students who have 
participated in previous conferences 
have said they found the experience 
a valuable one, because they felt 
freer to approach members of staff 
to discuss their work and other 
things; their circle of friends had 
widened and they gained the oppor
tunity to compare their ideas with 
students from other faculties. The 
staff felt they got to know the stu
dents more as individuals and found 
it refreshing and stimulating to dis
cuss teaching approaches, exchange 
points of view and talk about a 
wide range of things directly with 
students. 

We wish to extend an invitation 
to you to participate in this year's 
conference. If you are interested in 
taking part, or would like further 
information call in to Student Coun
selling, 1st Floor, East End. Union 
Building. 

THE STUDENT COUNSELLING 
SERVICE 

B u r c h e t t I n t e r v i e w 

Dear Sir, 
To quote Michael Hyde ILOT'S 

WIFE. 23/3/70) — -. Wilfred 
Burchett is a remarkable man "I'm 
not personally concerned about 
what happens to the U.S., Out I'm 
concerned what happens to the 
Vietnamese people" — is a state
ment made by Burchett to me m 
1968 — a statement that leaves 
little doubt in one's mind just who 
it is in this world that Burchett 
supports," 

It may be valid, going on the 
above statement, to judge Burchett 
a short-sighted unintelligent stereo
type-leftist with a one-track mind 
(and indeed, to judge Mr. Hyde 
similarly, only more so, for his tacit 
agreement with Burchett — but then 
again, Michael is still young) but, 
however true, it's Just namecalUng. 
Instead, I suggest that Burchett is 
afflicted by the same failing that 
afflicts most other leftists, rightists, 
centrists, gnoits, and almost every
one else who thinks about anything 
of importance — to wit, a predilec
tion to concentrate on the symptoms 
rather than the disease itself. 

I doubt whether there are any 
who would deny that the Vietnam 
war (and the Vietnamese people) 
is in its present lamentable state 
because of U.S. intervention. Bur
chett and the other anti-Vietniks 
have said "bad, very bad," and 
gone on to do all they can to halt 
the war. Their catch-cry might well 
be "Slop the Vietnam war how! 
People are being killed for a dirty/ 
immoral/capitalist/ purposel" 
One is reminded of the man who 
died from food poisoning because 
he took a Qulck>eze for his "indi
gestion." 

From his above statement, Bur
chett betieves that his role is in 
Vietnam, not the U.S.A., when it is 
certain that the U.S.A. caused the 
Vietnamese situation. Burchett says 
"I must help the Vietnamese!" His 
assistance might or might not help 
the Vietnamese, but it certainly isn't 
helping the U.S.A., helping towards 
solving the internal rot of the U.S.A., 
which may well infect another place 
in the world to produce a second 
Vietnam. 

Michael Hyde says "his books 
. . . have shown Burchett to have 
sided with the oppressed peoples 
of the world." His energies would 
have been better spent in helping 
the oppressors towards a just and 
final cure. 

GARY WOODMAN 

Poetry 

The first appearance of poetry 
this year in Lot's Wife deserves 
some comment, especially as the 
poet, "S. T. Arts 1," can be assumed 
to be a fresher who should hope 
for some ideas about his (?) writing. 

The first piece. Reactions ID Ad-
olMcenl Love Poemt, is typical of 
poems about poems, which are 
generally dull. 

The poet assumes initially that 
Ihe adolescent poems he is reacting 
to idealize the beauty of the be
loved at the expense of physical 
consummation of the love. Then in 
10 lines the poet claims his own 
preference for earthy consummated 
iove, even with an ugly lover, point
ing out (though not very originally) 
that such idealized beauty exists 
only in a work of art. This is the 
subject of the poem, and has been 
in vogue since the revolt against 
ihe minstrel tradition of Odes To 
The Distant Beloved round about 
Chaucer and Villon's time. Shake
speare (Sonnet 130) was not the 
last poet to point out the discre
pancy between the beauty of the 
love and the lack of beauty of the 
lover. Such sentiments also over
look the achievements of Dante in 
Vita Nuova and Divlna Comedia 
which both depend strongly on 
Dante's distant idealization of Bea
trice and his love for her. 

The technique and form of the poem 
seem to have been a thougfitless 
Topsy-like growth. Alternately the 
rhythm is almost-blank and (lines 
6-9) almost-free, with a "pattern" 
of 9, 10. 9, 10, 11; 9, 6, 8, 6, 11 
syllables per line. The sense ot 
Ihe poem is unevenly spread over 
4, 1, 2 and 3 lines, with a jerk in 
the flow of sense in the 5th line, 
"Provide her 4th dimension through 
bifocals." Similarly the final half-
rhymes "heaven." "groomsmen" 
and "consummation" are mishan
dled in a poem that mainly lacks 
euphony. 

Scarcity of thought also typifies 
the language. Why does the poet 
say "Bring me an ugly gir l" unless 
he is a debauchee instructing his 
procurer? The 5th line is particu-
iarly obscure. It seems to suggest 
that the "ugly gir l" is devoid of 
personality |"4th dimension") and 
Ihe poet needs some kind of per
sonality-scope ("bifocals") to see 
any emotional depth in her. Or else 
Ihe girl's sight ("4th dimension." 
i.e. sense) is failing and she needs 
bifocals (old age?}. The one touch 
of quality is the line "Could you 
love carrara?" which succinctly, if | 
a trifle obscurely, evokes feelings 

of marble and Michelangelo ana 
coldness and hardness. 

The title claims that the poem 
is a critque of adolescent love 
poems (why have they not ap
peared in Lot's Wife?), implying 
that the writer is no adolescent but 
worldlywise and adult. This seems 
to contradict with "Arts 1 " of the 
author. 

"S.T," 's other poems, Ph.D. and 
Sick, seem to have nothing to com
municate that is new, worthwhile 
or significant about Ph.D.'s or hos
pitals. They make fairly tedious light 
reading despite their attempts at 
cleverness — "Mosquito-viewing 
anatomy I, too, thrust proboscis-
scope empirically, writing treatises 
on life's findings." and "Does one 
crave the timeless isolation with a 
metal pan?" and so on, 

Reviewed by John Gough 

GENERAL 
NOTICES 

CONFIRMATION OF 
ENROLMENT 1970 — 
A Confirmation of Enrolment 
form showing all details as 
submitted by ttie student 
when re-enrolling or enrolling 
will shortly be posted to all 
students. 

Students should check the 
form for accuracy in EVERY 
detail and return to Student 
Records by April 30, 1970 that 
portion of the form as detailed 
in the instructions. The re
mainder of the form is to be 
kept by the student as his/ 
her copy. 

ANY student who does not 
receive a Confirmation form 
by April 24 should call a ^ 
Student Records and obtai l^P 
a copy of the form for lodge
ment. 
It should be noted that stu
dents who submit the Con
firmation form after the clos
ing date are liable to pay a 
late fee calculated at the rate 
of $5 for up to one week late; 
$10 for between one and two 
weeks late; $15 for three 
weeks late and thereafter. 

H E L P H E L P H E L P 
Lot's needs lackeys (also 

reporters and SPORTS EDI
TOR) but mainly people to 
type, distribute and wrap 
Lot's Wife. 

It would take but an hour 
or so. 

Apply: Lot's Wife (ask for 
Barbie). 

STUDENTS NEEDED 
Many Aboriginal children 

metropolitan area are in need of 
tutorial tielp and Absctiol, in con
junction with ttie Victorian Ministry 
of Aboriginal Affairs, Is running a 
scheme to provide ttiis tielp. How
ever. we badly need students to 
volunteer to tal(e part in ttie sctieme 
as tutors. Ttie sctieme will run 
Itirougtiout ttie year and it will take 
only one evening a weel< Expenses. 
including transport, are provided 
by ttie Ministry. Ttie benefits to 
ttiese children and their tamilies are 
extensive and it is only through your 
help that it can be done effectively. 

if you are interested please leave 
your name, address, phone number, 
and whether or not you have a car. 
on a slip of paper in the Abschoi 
letterbox next to the M.A.S, olfice. 

; ; 

"LOLITA" 
screening by nustlan Club. 

Thursday, April 23, 
Union Theatre, 

1.15 p.m. 

Vacation 
money 

Get a truck licence now! 
TEL. 95 8672 

16 Lonsdale Avenue, 
Moorabbin 
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GENE 
ClARK 

An American 
Music -Part 4 

;i 

When Roger McQuinn decided to 
thrust the Byrds into the space age, 
he left Gene Clark behind. 
Although this removed him from 
the public view, it made no difference 
to his music. By "Turn, Turn, Turn", 

|the Byrds second L.P., Clark had 
developed a distinctive form of 
expression for which the other four 
Byrds were largely irrelevant. 
Clark's form of expression was 
culturally estranged from that of 
the four Byrds. At the same time as 
McQuinn and Crosby Were 
emerging as leaders of the West 
Coast Revolution, Clark 
unobtrusively recorded songs which 
epitomised the other side of the 
"revolution". With the recent 
erosion of the new culture Gene 
Clark's songs complement those 
of the Notorious Byrds which reveal 
increasing puzzlement and 
detachment from social organisation. 
The West Coast movement was, 
above all, an assault on the value 
system inherited by white middle 
class American youth. The students 
and the hippies, and the myriad 
other rebel groups challenged and 
overthrew the attitudes and 
institutions of their parents. To 
replace the things they destroyed 
they erected a new cultural edifice. A 
part of this edifice consisted of 
music bands such as the Byrds, 
Jefferson Airplane and Grateful 
Dead. The role of the Byrds is an 
interesting one because as artists 
they eventually chose to desert ttie 
new culture, but not until they 
had become enshrined within it. 
Among the hundreds of thousands 
of West Coast youth who chose to 
reject the authorised version of the 
American dream, many accepted the 
new culture as the basis for 
realizing their own dreams. 
The new patterns provided a security 
equivalent to those which they had 
abandoned. At the same time there 
was a large number who, having 
rejected one culture, were unable to 
assimilate the new culture which 
had arisen to replace it. Those were 
the true drop outs of the West 
Coast, and Gene Clark was one 
of them. 

Clark turned his back, not only on 
the new culture, but also on the 
new music which was its expressive 
basis. His first solo L.P. was made 
with a backing group called the 
Goslln Brothers who played 
changeless country music. Country 
music was later to become the most 
popular refuge for those who 
deserted the crumbling city realities. 
But unlike later groups, Clark at 
no stage idealized country life. 
For him it was as barren as any 
other form of social existence. Nor 
did he attempt to "return to the 
roots" by the endless repetition 
of c and w cliches. He has remained 
uncompromisingly a rock musician, 
using country musicians only 

because the restrained and lonely 
tones of banjo, mandolin and violin 
are far better suited to his songs 
than heavy electric guitar and 
bass. 
Clark's use of music was innovatory 
in American rock, but his use of 
language has been revolutionary. 
When still a Byrd he developed a 
distinctive writing style involving 
lengthy and gramatically dubious 
sentences: 

"The first thing that I heard you 
say, when you were standing ther«, 
set in your way, was that you 
were not blind. You were 
sure to make a fool of me because 
there was nothing you could see 
to go beyond your mind. 
Now who is standing at the door, 
remembering the days before, and 
asl(ing please be kind. This Isn't 
how it was set up to be, but 
I'll set you free this time. 
I have never been so far out in 
front that I could ever ask for 
anything I want and have It 
anytime. Knowing this you found 
the thought for me that told you 
just where I should be and 
there I stood behind With all 
the ones that were before and 
memories that almost seem to 
tear me from my mind. 
This isn't how it was set up to 
be but I'll set you free this time. 
I could never find the chance to 
choose between the way to win 
and the thing to lose because that 
was your stand. 
On top of all the love you took, 
there was always something you 
could look at, lying in your hand. 
Now who is wandering what has 
changed and why it cannot be 
arranged to have everything 
work line. This isn't how It was 
set up to be, but I'll set you free 
this time". 

Within this song are contained the 
major themes which pervade Clark's 
work. First, there is what Neil 
Young calls "the feeling of losing". 
This is the sense of having no 
control over one's environment. 
Second, there is the stripping of the 
environment of all its cultural and 
social connotations. This involves 
the reduction of all human 
interaction to the relationship 
between man and woman, and the 
reduction of the physical 
environment to its externals. Third 
there is separation of self from 
perception of self. Finally there 
is the uncertainty by which every 
step is engulfed. 

If as semanticists claim, the use of 
complicated syntax, is evidence of 
confused thoughts, then Gene Clark 
has elevated confusion to art. 
Unlike Dylan and a host of his 
lesser followers, Clark is not 
unintelligible. That is to say he 
does not use obscure metaphor or 
unlikely image. With effort, most' 

of his writing can be completely 
untangled. However, in most cases 
it is unnecessary to take the 
trouble. The confusion is accepted 
as part of the music and supports 
the lyrics. 
Clark writes as he would speak, and 
in this departs from a strong 
tendency in rock to write to be read, 
as does the poet. This is not to say 
that he does not compress his 
thoughts as the poet does, but 
rather that he uses language as it 
is used in conversation. 
This enables him to reinforce the 
feeling of his songs in a manner 
which would be quite unacceptable 
to the poet. For example in a 
later and much simpler song; 

Fifteen miles to Memphis, I think 
that was the sign. I'll be driving 
through tomorrow just to ease 
a weary mind. II I reach Colorado 
I won't look back where I've been. 
It seems so long since I've been 
with her where will I begin. 

The song concerns the age old 
American theme of escape. Into 
this is woven an inescapable 
uncertainty. It thus becomes an 
escape without purpose and a 
reflection of his cultural sitation, 
as well as of his personal anguish. 
A man whose whole life is patterned 
around a woman becomes 
completely aimless when she is gone. 
The use of the conversational "I 
think" establishes completely the 
uncertainty of his situation, in which 
towns have no more significance 
than their names. 
Clark's other major innovation in 
use of language, has been his 
revival of the metaphysical conceit. 
This most formal of poetic devices 
might seem at first to be a curious 
partner to the use of 
conversational idiom. But, in fact, it 
follows logically from the manner 
in which he has shrunk his world. 
Denying culture any significance, 
and recognizing only basic 
relationships (as between man and 
woman) and the most external 
features of the universe, the one 
becomes identified in terms of the 
other. 

His use of conceits also traces bSck 
to Byrds period, and varies from 
the obvious — "the world turns all 
around her" to the complex and 
unusual: 

"If you're here the night Is 
rightly going to fall 
H you're gone I'll see the sunlight 
dim that's all! 

or 
"I have fallen through black nights 
It seems 
With the times that I have lied 
And I have watched your thoughts 
stray into dreams 
When you are not satisfied. 

or 
"She walked into my life with her 
cold evit eyes 

And with the length of her mind 
she darked the sun. 

The denial of culture creates 
situations lacking in guidelines. A 
sense of non-identity, and of 
impotence in the force of 
circumstances is an obsessive theme 
in Gene Clark's songs. For example 
in "Train Leaves Here This 
Morning": 

"I lost 10 points just for being 
in the right place at exactly the 
wrong time 

I looked right at the facts there but 
I may as well have been completely 
blind". 

There is estrangement not only from 
the cultural environment but also 
from the social — in the same song: 

"I watched as the smoker 
passed it on 
And I laughed as the joker 
said lead on". 

The uncertainty of the present is 
contrasted with the security of 
childhood in "Something's Wrong"; 

hlours of joy, when I was just a 
boy and never wrong I knew 
Kites of red would fly above my 
head and birds would sing their 
song. 
Now something's wrong; where 
the sure-wood used to be, me 
on brambles now I can see. 
Fields of com on early summer 
mornings or late afternoons. 
Anytime there was a place to find 
where life seemed not so near. 
Now, all too soon, is there where 
I used to be, still remembering 
what is me 
And I won't even try to find a 
reason why I must live here jusi 
to die. 

Clark's use of language requires a 
voice with the subtlety of 
expression of a speaking voice. 
Songs like this could easily be 
destroyed by clumsy execution and 
could be reduced to maudlin 
sentiment. But Gene Clark never 
rapes his lyrics. In fact, along with 
Neil Young and John Sebastion, he 
stands apart from the rest of 
America's rock vocalists. 
It is perhaps unnecessary to say that 
Gene Clark is virtually unknown in 
Australia. Only the songs he 
recorded with the Byrds are locally 
available. By the same token he 
remains a somewhat submerged 
figure in America. In the 
country-rock rennaisance which 
swept the West Coast, he has been 
overshadowed by brasher and more 
commercial groups. 
It is fitting, but unfortunate, that 
the man who has expressed so 
clearly the isolation and anguish ol 
the uncommitted and alienated 
should himself, be isolated by his 
withdrawal from the mass culture. 

—ROBERT KING, 
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AUSTRALIAN 
CONTEMPORARY 
DANCE THEATRE 

MISS Shirley McKechnie not only 
directs the Australian Contemporary 
Dance Theatre, but gives lessons to 
the Modern Dance Club here at 
Monash. and somehow finds time 
to be an undergraduate as well. This 
is her second venture in the 
Alexander Theatre: her first in 1968 
showed promise-
I am afraid that I do not find the 
promise to have been fulfilled. The 
dancers still use the floor effectively 
but are lost in the air; nor do they 
run like dancers should (think of 
Jose Limou taking a curtain call, or 
Ulanova running as Juliet): and 
sometimes the technical demands 
of the choreography are not met, 
Pelvic control is in general not good. 
I do not feel any further freedom of 
physical expression has developed 
in fyliss McKechnie's choreograptiy; 
it is, in some ways, even more 
restrictive than the ciassical dance. 
When one thinks of Limou. or Alvin 
Alley, one sees that this 
restrictiveness is simply not 
necessary (all the time) in 
contemporary dance, Miss 
McKechnie's best work, to my mind. 
is stiM "Of spiralling Why" in which 
she has choreographed the form of 
the movement, but not the actual 
details. The electronic music, and 
the urgent expressiveness of the 
dancers, make this a very successful 
piece, 
Mr, Moshe Kedem's "Ballade Eternal" 
on the passing of the seasons in 
the life of a woman who yearns for a 
child, was for me marred by the 
over-use of ultraviolet and harsh 
lighting, which became a physical 
barrier to the appreciation of some 
good moments. His "No-Man's Land" 
full of wounded male and female 
soldiers, was a reasonably effective 
piece, but lacks power, perhaps 
because of the sameness of the 
costumes and the want of a clever 
simplicity, such as exists in the 
first act of "Leningrad Symphony", 
Miss LideM's "High Life" the only 
item on the program with any 
sustained joy and fun in it, owed too 
much to Hollywood-musical-type 
choreography to impress, though 
as a bright piece to send us home-
it had its success. 
Miss McKechnie's "Landscape of 
Dream and Memory" was full of many 
moods and good ideas, but again 
I found the choreography overly 
restrictive, Monash dancer Andrew 
Macnicol showed considerable 
promise as the young man m this 
item, but must learn to act with his 
facial expressions as well. Orchids 
also to Gillian Davidson, 
Julian Schumacher and Glenda 
Lum in their various parts. 
The company is enthusiastic and 
works very hard. Costumes by 
Remona Kedem are excellent, as 
is the lighting by Alex Young, Am 
I being fair in judging a 
non-professional company by 
professional standards^ 

STROGANOFF 

: 

Careers for 
ECONOMICS and 
LAW STUDENTS 

Are you thinking of a career in a field which is 
tfoatjening ils hunzons and offers many challenges? 
Have you considered Ihe opportunities for personal 
developmeni and reward m the Chartered 

Accountancy profession? 

Our firrri. Peat. Warwick. Mitchell & Co., is seeking 
students gracJualinq this year who have the potential 
to meel the future challenges of the profession. 
We will provide them with the training and ex
perience in all aspects of public accounting work. 
and will encourage their advancement wilhin ihe 

firm 

PeaL, Warwick, Mitchell & Co, is an Australian firm 
operating throughout Australia anc) is linked with 
the mternalional firm which has offices throughout 

the world, 

The firm's staff partner will be visiting the University 
an Thursday, May 7. 1970, and will be available 
to discuss opportunities in the firm Interviews may 
be arranged through Ihe Careers and Appointments 
Office, Arrangements may also be made for an 
interview at any other time at the firm's Melbourne 

office 

Peal, Marwick, Mitchell & Co., 

447 Collins Street. Melbourne, 3000, 

Phone: 621411. 

GOING TO A BALL? 
HAIR LOOK A MESS? 

For all your hair-styling problems see 
Mrs. Rankin. 544 1903 

I^C IC IC '^AIRDRESSING SALON. 
K c L b l t 156 CLAYTON RD.. CLAYTON 

CLAYTON GREETING CARD SHOP 
(Dave Tokkie. Prop ) 

336A CLAYTON RD,. CLAYTON. 3168, 544 2787 
GENERAL STATIONER AND BOOKSELLER 

(Stockist of Lots Wife' ) 
Genuine Australian souvenirs—Foreign Books and 
magazines — Hobby kits and games — Rowney-

Pelican art material 

You can get anything 

you want 

MONASH 

UNIVERSITY 
BOOKSHOP 

books, s ta t ionery , records, e tc . 

(IF WE HAVEN'T GOT IT. WELL GET IT!} 

NEXT EDTITION 

Mon. 27th April 
Ad. copy closes 

Tues. 21st 

TYPING 
Prompt & Efficient 

Reasonable Rates 

42 1381 

Adam Heath 
Hire Service 
985916 
Monash 

G. Spirason 
Room 411 
Science North 

campus 
SHELL SERVICE CENTRE 
Your vehicle repaired while 

you study 

directly opposite university 
for your convenience 

PHONE 544 2632 
•SPECiAL STUDENT DISCOUNT — G CENTS PER GALLON OFF' 
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FOR SWINGERS 
ONLY! 

Get m focus! Step right into 
the picture with Craig 

Campus-boots. Rave 
comfort. Bold, 

gged he-man styling. 
Fashion-right studs, 

seams and saddle 
stitching And so 
flexible you can 
ijend em so the 

touches 
__._ ___ ^ ^̂  the heel! 

Y o u ' r e m 
w h e n y o u ' r e m 
CRAIG 
CAMPUS-BOOTS 

by"VereLLi 
TI-TREE OR HONEY only $9.99 
available from: 

Myers-al l Stores • Walton of London • PB's 
Bulmer's Shoes • Broadway Shoes • Wittner's 
AND AT ALL SWINGIN' MEN'S SHOE STORES 

SUZUKI 
sportc^Oes 

great looking — great handling — great pertormance. Devel
oped from the highly successful factory racers SUZUKI sports-
cycles are safety-engineered, streamlined, proven performers 
with tremendous muscle power and riding comfort. Thiee great 
models to select from. The flashing T500 "COBRA", the great 
T350 "REBEL" and the sizzling T250 "HUSTLER" — all with 
exclusive POSl-FORCE oil injection for maximum power and 
longer engine life. Available in a wild range of colours. Call or 
write for free brochures. ^ , 

TZ50 cc 32 b h p twin 100 
transmission twin leading 
duplex loop Irama Separate tacho speedo 

So you've almost 
got your degree. 
jfbu'll mop your 

brow and heave 
•sigh. 

^ But then what? 
^ ^ For the past sixteen years you've 

been studying and poring over your books, 

sweating through exams. Soon you'll have 

Mr degree (B Com, LLB, BA or B Sc) -

yourworking life will start. 

Get off on the right track from the 

beginning with a company that will 

give full scope to your talents, 

full rein to your ambitions. 

We want people capable of development 

lor either marketing management or 

specialist careers, 

On May 4 & 5 our Employment Manager, 

Howard Scrivenor, will be on campus to 

talk about opportunities and careers 

with Mobil Oil. 

What.he has to say will mean a lot to 

yourfuture. 

So come and chat. 

M©bil Oil Australia Ltd. 

Budget Travel 

thh 

MAY VACATION 

CAMPING 

d:;ss« 
I lo laih May: lO-doy Opal 

lo Andomooka ond Ceoticr 
P*dv Tind.,(si>l Far. t90 

:S=S-
Tandartoal $190 

BOOK NOW wiih 
Bronch of tha ( 
at Autr.. Ttovi 

centrallan 
tours 

T350 cc 39 t) t ip twtn 105 m p h plus twin 
leading slioe front brake duplex loop frame 
Separate tactio speedo Also available T500 cc 
47 b ti p twin no m p h plus 5 speed transmit 
slon twin leading shoe front brake duplex loop 
frame Separate facho speedo 

Sole Victorian Distributors: 

MELBOURNE MOTORCYCLE 

CO. PTY. LTD. 

Cnr. City Road and Ferrari Street, 
STH MELBOURNE 3205. Tel. 69 4550 

Of your local SUZUKI dealer:— UQUNOIU, Alexandra Machinery Co., 65 Downey St. ARUAT, Athol McKay M/ocles, 216 Barkly St. 
BAIRHSOALE, Daigety & N.Z.L,, Mam St. BMIARAT, G. J. Whykes M/cycles, 807 Sturt St. SEACOMSFIElD UPPER, Beacon Heights Autoi, 
Emerald Rd. lEMALU, Bruno's, lOS Bridge St. lENDIGD, R. J. Ccinroy M/cycles, 363 Hargreaves St. BIRCHIP, L. B. Kingston, 54 
Campbell St. BDORT, Les Saunders Pty. Ud.. Durham Ox Rd. lOX HILL, A. E. Flood M/cycles, Mil Whitehorsa fld. BROOKLYN, Max 
Wells M/cycles, 2SA Millers Rd. BRUNSWICK, FranK Uussett & Co., 219 Sydney Rd. CARNEGIE, Bernie Mack Pty. Ltd., 30 Koornang 
Rd, CASTERTON, Casterton Motors Pty. Ltd., 61 Henty St. CASTLEMAINE, Castlemalne Motors, Barker St. CHELSU, Livingstone U/cycles. 
494 nepean Hwy. CHELTENHAM, Bill Ford, 46 Station St. COBRAM, Berg Auto S Eleclricai. COLAC, COes Motors, 266 Murray St. 
COflOWA, Upton's Garage, Denlliquln Road. DANDENCNB, Alloy & Aircooled Motors, 76 Foster Street. ECHUCA, C. P. Healey & Sons 
Pty. Ltd., 5S5-S6I High St. EUROA, R. Halsall Pty. Ltd., 55 Binney St. FOOTSCRAV, Footscray Motor Cycles, 396ft Barkly St. FRAHKSTON, 
Bailey Motors & U/cycles. 48 Young St. GARDEHVALE, Tingate Motors, Cnr. North Rd. & Nepean Hwy. CEELONG, Pratt & Osborne Motors 
Pty. Ltd.. 233 Moorabool St. HAMILTON, Doug Francis M/cycles, 8S Lonsdale St. HAMPTON, Ray Stone M/cycles, 527 Hampton St. 
HAWKESDALE, Australian Estates Co., Dawson St. HEATHCOTE, Ferguson's Garage, High St. HEm^LD, Vem Graham pty. Ltd.. George St. 
MTAMATITE, 0. & J. Barret, Seek St. KERANG, Scriven's, Cnr. Boundary St. & Murray Valley Hwy.- ROONDROOK, G. Burtonclay M/cycles, 
Main St. KODWEERUP, Kooweerup Motors. 56 Station St. KYABRAM, H. E. Allen, Albion St. LEOHGATHA, Marriott & Ireland, 4a Bair St. 
LOCKINGTOH, Lockington Farm Supplies, Archibald St. MELBOURNE, Malvern Star Stares, 283 Elijabetli St. MILDURA, F. W. Qayliss & 
Son, 1450 Elgtith St. MOHBULK, Alan Gee Motors, Main St. MOONEE PONDS, Custom M/cyclQS, 166'Pascoe Vale Rd. MOORABIIH, 
Suzuki Motor Cycle Sales, Cnr. South & Warragul Rds. MOORQOLBARK, Mooroolbark M/cycles, Manchester Rd. UORTLAKE, E. W. Vale 
Motors, Townsend St. MQRWELL, Robley M/cycles, Buckley St. MYRTLEFORD, Rusko Engineering, Staridish St. NATHALIA, Paddy Maher 
M/cycles. Blake St. NEERIM, Hillstop Motors, Main St. NUMURKAH, James J. Powles. Meiklejohn St. PORTLAND, Len's Boating Service, 
7 Richmond St. PRESTON, L. B;*tes M/cycles, 271 Cower St. IIICHMONO, Ron Angel Tuning Service, 344 Burnley St. HINGWOOD, Whilac 
M/cycles, 100 WtiitBhorse Rd. ST. ARNAUD, Apex Motors, Silvermlnes Rd. SALE, Joe Brown M/cycles, 200 Raymond St. SEYMOUR, Ken 
G. Hsisall, 92 Station St. SHEPPARTON, Ron Halsall M/cycles, 147 Fryers St. SOUTH YARM, Praharan M/cycles, 133 Commftrcial Rd. 
IPRINGVALE, Al. Paterson M/cycles, IS8 Springvale Rd. STAWELL, H. & D. Panels, Blayford SI. SWAN HILL, Ron Ferguson M/cycles, 
73 McCatlum St. TRARALGQN, Homellte Chain Saw Centre, Hothare St. WANGARATTA, Col. Schulie M/cycles, 72 Murptiy St. VfARRACK-
HABEAL, Warracknabeal Service Station, I67 Scott St. WItRRAGUL, Geo. Cnrlstensen & Sons, 13 Clifford St. WARRNAMIDOL, Staples 
Machinery Co., 237 Raglan Pde. WILLIAMSTOWN, Alan Gillespie Motors, Nelson Place. 

SUZUKI: Winner 1969 250 cc, 350 cc and 500 cc Aust. "TT" Titles 

Experienced Typiat 

T*l Rlckarby 

\t, Houri 170 9545. 

It and w/» «70 7S63. 

// your tutors look like this 

B LEARN TO DRIVE 

SAFELY WITH m 
Monash Motor School 

Special concession rates to students 

STEERING COLUMN AND FLOOR GEARS 

Lessons can be had from University or Home, all 

hours and week-ends. Immediate lessons and 

licence tests arranged 

2884047 
If no answer 

823960 

FULTON'S PHARMACY 
1907 DANDENONG ROAD 

near corner Dandenong and Clayton Roads 

FOR FRIENDLY SERVICE 

^BOOK N O W ^ 

MELBOURNE 'rMPi-ONY CRCHESTRA 

AUSTRALIAN YOUTH ORCHESTRA 

HURRY FOR SEASON TICKETS 

ABC Bnx 0 F F : ^ E : 141 CaWn. St. 67 6911 

S4.aD or $4.90 lor i l l conc«rtt. 

escape to the 

NOTTING HILL 
HOTEL 
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BACKSTAGE 
Unfortunately, your so-called Drama Editor suffers from (among diseases 

unmentionable in polite circles), occasional lapses in taste (ho, ho) and 
memory. After the last edition a mob of irate Monash Players threatened 
my life for omitting mention of the Monash Players Revue, which will 
occur this month. The name SNAPDRAGONS allotted to this revue seems 
to make it mandatory that all horticulturists interested in that common 
little flower will fill the house to capacity. 

It is to the credit of the Players that for the first time since the disastrous 
1966 Monash Revue that they have the temerity and the guts to attempt 
to put a Revue back into Monash's theatrical 'happenings', for this year. 
In '67 and '68 half-hearted attempts were made, by some parties to revive 
a Monash Revue, but due to the medocrity of the actors, scripts, and the 
paltry sums offered by the defunct SRC, the producers committed suicide. 
One of those who took his life arose from the dead three days later, to 

the amazement of the Evangelical Union, and now sits writing this blurb 
for the Players, in the hope that his frustrated efforts in the past will find 
at last fruition under the capable hands of Mr. Denzrl Howson. 

After, the artisicaliy disturbing but financially rewarding ANTONY & 
CLEOPATRA, the Alexander Theatre Committee, with its coffers brim full 
of luverly loot pirated from the unsuspecting; are mooting the idea of 
offering a production of THE DUCHESS OF MALFI by John Webster. 
Meanwhile that Puck of Melbourne's theatrical circles Harold Baigent is 
producing THE TEMPEST for the newly formed Victorian Shakespeare 
Company at Melbourne University, and George Whaley has an impressive 
season lined up for MUST. 

The latest edition of KOMOS is now available, with the complete script 
of Alexander' Buzo's NORM AND AHMED for the paltry sum of 80c at 
the Monash Bookshop. 

AUDITION 
&THE 
REAL 

INSPECTOR 
HOUND 

-two reviews 

THE AUDITION by Vincent and 
THE REAL INSPECTOR HOUND 
by Tom Stoppard. 

Melbourne Youth Theatre — 
Alexander Theatre. 

The M.Y.T. under the direction of 
Bill Walker presented an 
interesting double-bill. The 
Audition — was notable tor its 
insignificance as a play, whilst The 
Real Inspector Hound, was a 
convincing expose of the comic 
genius of Stoppard, the acting 
strength of M.Y.T., the directorial 
heights that Mr. Walker can 
attain, and the "progressive" 
policy pursued by the M.Y.T. 

The Audition — was ostensibly a 
revue rather than a play. We see 
the pathetic attempts of a group 
of ill-talented English 
theatrical compatriots, comprising 
a writer/librettist, composer 
and actress trying to convince a 
theatrical director seated in the 
auditorium that they have a 
musical comedy to end all musical 
comedies. What they offer is a 
potpourri of songs and situations, 
directly alluding to former 
successes like The Pyjama Game, 
Carmen, West-Side Story 
ad infinitum. 

Despite the indifferent acting or 
intentional over-acting, the dialogue 
contained moments of lukewarm 
comic effect, and the direction of 
Mr. Walker 'squeezed every 
possible laugh from Vincent's 
stultifying play, and the intentional 
mediocrity of the songs and 
characters. The play itself was 
held together by the performance 
of Michael Harvey, essentially a 
revue actor, having previously 
excelled in tliis genre. Gillian 

Mackinnas was unconvincing as the 
pushy, attractive actress, and the 
"voice," Simon loannou, was the 
voice of Theatrical Directors in 
the professional theatre 
everywhere. 
The intentional mediocrity of the 
plot, coiHd not be made 
dramatically or theatrically 
entertaining, for the problem lay in 
part with the actors and the 
director, but more with the play. 
Being conceived as a satire on 
theatrical mediocrity, its natural 
progresison revealed its inherent 
insignificance. 
(Real Interval) 
Now let the worm turn on the 
critics, the theatrical "outsiders" on 
the "inside" of the Dramatic world. 
Usually their critical faculties 
trickle Uke molassijs over the 
stage; but take the critics from their 
reserved seats in the audience 
and engineer them in the plot onto 
the stage, and through this reverse 
process reveal their loves, 
hates, desires, motivations and 
trite little souls. The critics who 
can kill a play are killed by the 
play itself. 
So Henrie Ellis (the critic) alias 
Moon, Birdboot (God who am I?) 
sat and watched this . , . (Careful 
of what you say, you could 
offend friends?) . . . superb comic 
illustration (I like that!) of 
Tom Stoppard's dramatic genius. 
(Sounds good!) 
The Real Inspector Hound — was 
delightfully acted, conceived and 
directed! (I'll make some friends 
with that!) 
Sitting in the cardboard 
"audience" at the rear of the stage 
are Moon and Birdboot, critics 
"par excellence," they are watching 
an Agatha Christie-type murder 
mystery-cum-melodrama. Moon 
is there as a stand-in for Higgs, 
who is the stand-in for MacCafferty, 
Birdboot is there to watch his 
current paramour Miss Felicity 

Cunningham act, but once he 
sees L,ady Muldoon enter his sexual 
drive is immediately fixed on her! 
The stage lover of Felicity 
Cimningham is Simon Gascoyne, 
wanted for murder by Inspector 
Hound. Felicity spurns Simon as 
a cad; enter Lady Muldoon, 
whose husband has been missing 
for ten years, she is the real lover 
of Simon. 
While this melodramatic, hilarious 
triteness takes place the critics 
reveal their hang-ups. For Moon 
it is Higgs, for Birdboot it is 
his wife; what to say and how to 
say it, and their preferences for 
chocolates! While the "real" play 
proceeds there is an "unnoticed" 
body behind the divan! Hound 
enters looking (or Simon and 
suspects everybody. Lady Muldoon, 
Felicity and the chair-ridden, 
cripple old Magnus Muldoon, a 
relative of Lady Muldoon. Then 
Simon is shot! Interval. The play 
starts again! 
The mmd answers the phone, it 
is for Birdboot! He emerges from 
the "audience" to answer it, 
it is his wife! Felicity enters, 
spurns him as a cad, Lady Muldoon 
and he make love on the divan, 
while Moon screams from the 
"audience" for him to get off the 
stage! Then Birdboot is shot, after 
finding that the body behind 
the divan is none other than 
Higgs. (As you remember Moon is 
the stand-in for Higgs, I think so?) 
Moon jimips onto the stage to 
investigate this madness and the 
characters Simon Gascoyne and 
Inspector Hoimd sit in the 
"audience" to watch. Moon, playing 
"Inspector Hound," tries to solve 
the mystery, by accusing the 
actors Lady Muldoon, Felicity 
and Magnus the cripple, of killing 
Higgs and Birdboot the critics. 
Then (My CJod am I still sane I) 
Magnus the cripple throws off his 
disguise, shoots Moon as the 

li 

killer of Higgs and Birdboot, for 
he is the Real Inspector Hound, 
alias Lady Muldoon's long-lost 
husband, alias MacCafferty. (As 
you remember Moon is the stand-in 
for Higgs who is the stand-in ^ 
critic for MacCafferty). Moon's fl 
dying words are, "MacCafferty you I 
cunning bastard! (I have a 
suspicion my critical faculties are 
failing. I am being followed!) 
Peter Curtin and Lindsay Neilson 
gave superb comic performances as 
Moon and Birdboot, the critics. 
Nor never have I seen Judy 
Kuring, play Judy Kuring as well 
as Judy Kuring alias Lady Muldoon 
before. Her comic timing and 
stage presence could not be 
faulted. Pete Dodds, Wendi Eam-
shaw. Bill Bamett and Judith 
Perkal gave strong yet sometimes 
uneven comic support. A less 
competent cast might have 
destroyed Stoppard's savage, 
uncompromising comic attack on 
the critics' nebulous role. (There 
goes my job!). 
Bill Walker's production and 
conception of the play; despite the 
technical problem of the 
microphones in the cardboard 
audience transmitting on a low 
level; beautifully married the action, 
setting and Ughting into a superb 
integral whole. He sought out 
every possibility to use his comic 
and inventive talents, wasted in 
The Audition, to make this 
uproarious play, in terms of image 
and illusion ultimately rewarding 
theatrically. So as I slowly expire 
from nervous laughter and an 
injection of critical dribblings, all 
I can say is, "Stoppard, M.Y.T. 
and Walker, you cunning bastards!" 
P.S.: I thought the production 
was "revealingly frank" (private 
joke). Rosencrantz & 
Guildenstern are coming! Help! 
My preference is Cadbury's Dairy 
Box, Raspberry Cream. 

HENRIE ELLIS 
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NORM 
AND 
AHMED 

A comment by M a r g e r y M . 

M o r g a n , Reader in English, a t 
Monosh a n d Editor of 

K O M O S 

Norm and Ahmed, a short play 
by Alex Buzo, has been given 
notoriety by police prosecutions in 
Queensland and Victoria. The charge 
brought was one of uttering an 
obscenity in a public place. The 
offending word was "f g " in 
the phrase "f g boongs", with 
which the play ends. The text of 
Norm and Ahmed has now been 
published from Monash English 
Department and is available as a 
play-supplement to the journal, 
KOMOS, Vol. II, No. 2 (price 80c, 
except to regular subscribers); get 
it from the English Department 
Office, or through the Bookshop, if 
you miss it elsewhere. The price is 
high and the whole number much 
delayed because we had to employ 
two printers. 

We failed to find one in Victoria who 
would risk association with so 
notorious a title, when the job 
was so small. No doubt there are 
printers who would have done so. 
But we had to go to N.S.W. and wait 
a long time for delivery. So now 
you can see for yourselves what all 
the fuss has been about and judge the 
law under which the defendants 
were found guilty. 

The Dutton and Harris paperback, 
Australia's Censorship Crisis (Sun 
Books) prints the judgment of Mr. 
Justice Stable, in the Queensland 
Full Court, regarding this play. 
This makes it clear that the whole 
play was felt to be offensive; the last 
line just happened to offer itself for 
prosecution under the Act on 
relatively easily determined 
technical grounds. (At Cairns, the 
police exacted a considerable 
number of changes in the text 
before allowing a performance of 
the play to go on.) 
To use " f — " as an expletive is 
apparently less vicious than to use 
it meaningfully "as a crude reference 
to sexual intercourse"; and the 
defence, legalistic as the 
prosecution, took refuge in this 
distinction. But the truth about the 
play is not so simple: both uses of 
the word are operative in the context. 
For Buzo's rough Australian type is 
viewed compassionately, not just 
satirically. He is sexually, 
emotionally, and culturally deprived, 
struggling to keep up his self-
respect, uncertain what he wants 
from the young Pakistani he meets: 
a positive human response, or an 
object of contempt to bolster his 

own ego. Norm is more unconscious 
than conscious, and all that he is 
repressing takes its own course 
through the play. The ambivalence 
reaches its climax in the last line 
and the actions it comments on. 
Mr. Justice Stable was much 
concerned with the defence of 
womanhood against obscene words. 

He associated the use of the term 
"f — with pack rape, took into 
account the proportion of women 
to men in an audience, what was 
today "acceptable to ordinary 
decent-minded people — males and 
females", and again "decent 
females capable of thought". 

It all amounts to recognition that 
even adults (no teenage daughters 
here) in "decent" sections of this 
community are living still under a 
double standard; but the polite 
thing is to ignore the fact, pretend it 
isn't there, by silencing the words 
that bring it to light. Surely this is 
a worse injury to both sexes than 
to bring differences of attitude into 
the open and try to reach 
understanding. It helps establish 
hypocrisy as one of the principles 
society lives by. And we see what 
that leads to on the political level. 






