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Anti-Semite Leader’'s Accusation

Is Monash Communist, Depraved?
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Freedom in

the Balance

A paternalistic adminstra-
tion caugbht between Can-
berra’s indecision and i
tape and the winds of change
in the Territary, an expatriate
minority aceustomed to pri-
vileges but now feeling un.
certain’ and insecure about
its future, an indigenous
leadership moderately in-
clined but under pressure of
forces which may not prove
amenable to moderation, a
sad and confused people sud-
denly catapulted by history
from primitive tribalism to
the strenucus beginnings of
modern nationhool — these
are some of the first impres-
sions of Papua and New
Guinea gathered from the re-
cent seminar at Port Mores-
by organised by the Ausra-
lian Association for Cultural
Freedom,

On a closer view, however,
one noticed several silver lin-
ings. The Administration
might occasionally bully and
bluster, but at the seminar
not a few among its top re-
presentatives gave hopeful
signs that their democratic
habits and attitudes as Aus-
tralians had not been alto-
gether corrupted by colonial
functions and powers. They
argued and debated with
their eritics on free and equal
terms; some almost openly
admitted Canberra’s lack of
foresight and policy.

More significant, several
leading expatriates seemed to
feel closer to indigenous as-
pirations and perplexities
than to Australia’s hall-
hearted semi-colonial in-
terests, Besides, the group
that went from Australia
(mostly experts and repre-
sentatives of various profes-
sions and organizations) not
only showed remarkable un-
derstanding of the basic prob-
lems of development that face
the Territory; its members
clearly and cogently advocat-
ed immediate and long-term
measures to facilitate the in-
avitable process of decolonis:
ation.

Putting all these together,
it did not seem improbable
that Papua and New Guinea’s
transition to independence
may be more smooth and
peaceful that has been the
experience of many Afro-
Asian countries; and that
when eventually this does
take place, the new state
may expect to find in Austra-
lia not a sullen neighbour but
one genuinely anxious to help
it in stablising and develop-
ing itself.

The most attractive of
these indigenous leaders at
the seminar was Lépani Wat-
son, a member of the new
House of Assembly, who pre-
sented the opening paper on
‘Papuan and New Guinean
Reactions to Local Govern-
ment and the National Elec-
tion™. Self-educated, solt
spoken and physically incon-
spicuous, he nevertheless
seemed to be ‘a person who

spect and trust in any com-
pany. Briefly but persuasiv-
ly he pleaded for more edu-
cation and opportunities, for

central planning which would
give every area an equal
share of national develop-
ment, for quality leadership,
and for a gradual synihesis
of new ideas with the old
based on mutual respect and
consideration. Another very
impressive participant was
John Guise, the elected lead-
er of the unofficial members
of the House, who wanted
the Papuans and New Guin-
eans to be given a real share
in the decision-making pro-
cess and proposed the ap
pointment of & committes to
evolve a constitution for his
country.

Among other indigenous
participants with a potential
for national leadership were
Dirona Abe, Mathias Toliman,
Paulias To Nguna (who pre-
sented a highly critical paper
on “Education and Employ-
ment”), Albert Msori Kiki,
and Oala Oala-Rarua (who
also presented a foreeful

“paper criticising racial dis-

crimination in public ser-
vice),

A country which has al-
ready produced lenders of
this type in such a short
time and with so few oppor-
tunities has good reasons to
look confidently to its future.
However, the problems that
face Papua and New Guinea
are complex and enormous,
and they have not besn made
easier by Australia’s faults of
both omission and commis.
slon. Some of these were
thrown into sharp relief by
the seminur.

Without-a clear target date
for transfer of power, there
is little urgency in preparing
the people for the eventual
assumplion of full respon-
sibility. It was pointed out
by one speaker after another
that the Native Local Gov-
ernment 'Councils depended
heavily on government ad-
vice and supervision and
provided little participation
in the opolitical process; that
the new Houss of Assembly
had hardly any real functions
and powers; that the in-
digenous undersecretariat in
the departments had no
share in decision making.
Almost nothing - has been
dong to train up adeguately
an indigencus elite; genuine
tertiary education remains to
date utterly negleetad. Des-
pite the recommendations of
the Foot Mission, the World
Bank, and the Currie Com
mission,
done (o es

1 in the economic de-
velopment.
If not in
praciice

law, in actual
8s gross dis-
fleld

aus ;.U\r"rl

were made

1 alf the basic rates
u;::l to Australinn employees

in the same positions. Pri-
vate fAirms are now planning
to adopt the same policy and
reduce the salaries of their
native employess by more
than 50 per cent.

This highly inequitabla
policy has naturally provok-
ed wide resentment, and it
is likely to become the cen-
tral issue in the current ses-
sion of the House of As
sembly. Papuan and New
Guinean leaders recognise
that the limited resources of
their country would not for
B long time to come permit
Australian scales of wages
and salaries They, how-
ever, legitimately resent that
the House of Assembly was
not taken into confidence be-
fore Canberra took such an
extraordinary deelsion. Be
sides, the more sensible
policy would have been to
have one uniform public ser-
vice with a realistic scale of
paey dictated by the local
economy; expatriate officers
might then be paid a special
allowanece over and above the

salary provided there
sas a clear poliey to replace
them by qualified indigenous
officers within a specified
period of time.

The most important point,
however, is that such dis-
crimination is altogether in-

tolerable unless a definte

date is set for complete trans-
fer of power. As things are
at the moment, this overt
discrimination has alveady
started pgenerating racial hat-
red, and the moderate
lpaders are now hard put to
restrain extremist pressures,
especially from young stu
dents who are Impatient to
see the end of Australian
domination in their country.
One of the positive results
of the seminar was to under-
Une the consensus among in-
ligenous leaders regarding
lmn.edm!e steps in pre-
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andly, the House of Assembly
must become a real Parlia-
in other words, the

urce of policy making,
should appoint a com-
mittee to prepare the future
tu",hh-hun of the country
indigenous un-

] must have

an & rro- tive share in adminis-
tration. Fourthly, the Ter-
mnr\, must immediately es-

Hiucu:mn %hnuid not be neu
lected, but top priority must
be given to develop a national
elite qualified to assume the
complex responsibilities and
functions of & modern demo-
cratic state. Fifthly, an over
all plan for balanced econo-
mic development must be
Arawn up with the help of
n 0 erts and in-
: tance. Sixth
1y, all 3 of -racial dis-
crimination must be eliminat-
ed as early os possible, and
he u1 tha commiry

ed  with in-
pportunities for
¥ ripation in the
country’s all-round develop-
ment,

To most of the participants
from Australia these de-
mands appeared to be timely,
1ealistic and highly legiti-
mate, The decisive question
is whether Canberra would
have the wisdom to think so
and act accordingly. At the
moment the recognized
leadership of Papua and
New Guinen does not seem
to be ideologically oriented;
its nationalism is moderate
and practical and is based on
a realistic appreciation that
the country’s peaceful's de-
velopment depends largely
on Australian goodwill and
co-operation. However,
should Canberra prove to be
unresponsive, or as it cur-
rently is, tardy and hesitant
in its policy of decolonisa-
tion by ent, the situation
may radically change for the
worse, and the present in-

digenous leaders may either
find themselves pushed out
by more impatient young-
sters, or driven reluctantly to
a4 more extreme position
where moderation becomes
impossible. There were at
least some ominous signs of
this possibility both in the
seminar and outside. Some
of the young students of the
Papuan Medical College and
Administrative College are
particularly restive and
bitter.

One of them, Dr. Ilomo
Batton, was powerfully ar-
ticulate in his angry criti-
cism of Australian policy or
lack of policy. He is aective
in the student movement,
has already composed &
national anthem and de
signed a national flag, and is
canvassing the name “Para-
disia™ for his country. Anoth-
er young leader to watch is
Albert Moari Kiki, a student
at the Administrative Coll-
ege, who is vehemently criti-
cal of the imposition of the
Australian political system,
which he thinks is altogether
unsuited to the traditions
and reqguirements of Papua
and New Guinea.

A (riendly, stable and
democratic Papua and New
Guinea is of vital strategic
interest to Australis, espec-
inlly in view of the rapidly
deteriorating political -situa-
tion in South East Asia. If
for no other reason, on this
consideration alone Australia
should overcome its present
lethargy and come forward
with a bold policy which is
consistent with its democrat-
ic idenls and which is free
from the mistakes of older
colonial powers in Asia and
Africa. Fortunately, the
Territory already possesses
a small but wise leadership;
it should be helped without
further delay (o expand iis
size and develop its compe-
tence through education and
experience in responsibility.
Time is running short

SIBNARAYAN RAY
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Help Yourself

student counselling

Student Counselling
Servics, in conjunction with
members of the academic
staff and other student ser-
vices, is planning a three day
residential conference for
first year students, to be held
at Deskin Hall from Mon
day the Tth of June io Thurs-
day the 10th of June.

The aims of
ence
and ¢

() diffien

The

‘hm‘pr

t.pm ific
L e taking,
note making, re
centration and 3

(¢) voecational problems in-
cluding choice of courses,
subiject ind careers,

(d) other topies that
may out of the needs
of the group participants.

Le but not least, this
conference will give students
an opportunity to live with-
in a Hall of Residence and
to meet members of stafl’ un-
der informal conditions.

The number of students
participating must be limit-
ed to 100. This could include
students repeating their first
year.

Student Counselling would
also like to hear from sen-
jor students (in later years
of their courses) who would
be interested to participate
in this venture, possibly on a
non-residential ba

There will be six half-day
sessions, each session con-
sisting of a talk to be given
to the group as a whole, fol-
lowed by discussion in
small Informal groups. Eeach
group (of about 8 students)
wil! be led by an experienced
group leader. There will be
n:)pr.r’u.ruti(w for H['llrl[,'l"lf\ to
discuss particular problems
with specialists,

The University has agreed
to contribute towards the
cost of the conference. As
a result the total cost for
each residential student - will
be 35/-. This will cover ac-
commodation, dinner and
breakfast for the three days,
but not lunch.

If you are interested,
please fill in the form below
and return it to Student
Counselling (1st floor, Union
Building). Applications re-
ceived by the 26th of April
will be given priority.

ari;

STEPPING INTQO THE

UNKNOWN

The Transition to Tertiary
Studies

over the an-

ament of en-
iversity, a large

xiety and
tering th
number of
feel lost in
environment Not only
they feel lost physcically but
also psychologically. Thr‘\ be-
gin to wonder what It
about; whether they
come to the right place
whether school was perh
not such a bad place af
all, Some still wond f
course they have cho

offer them what they are
seaking; or they are not sure
just what it is they are seek-
ing. They have a more or less
definite feeling that they
want to do something with
sure what,
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to the econfusion
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pected of them in  this

: but no

exactly
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want to be a ¢ . or His
tory when I am to become @
lawyer? How many clubs
should 1 join and how in-
volved should I become in
them?

When answers from the
outside are not forthcoming,
students fall back, naturally
enough, on their old working
habits. They have no way of
assessing whether  these
habits are applicable or ade-
quate in their new situation
Some are worried by this,
athers bury their heads in
the sand and hope for the
hest, hoping that what led to
suce in the past may work
again this time, Luck is more
likely to favour those who
had established regular
habits than those who relied
on their native wit to get
them through their exams,
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v are the problems the
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utions, when there are
y, are more tentative. They
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than dogmatic facts
ilished once and for all.
fransition from a
static to a Auld conception of
the world and self is exper-
tenced by most people as
highly challenging and excit-
ing. but at the same time
very frighlening.

After a short while at the
University, the fresher may
gel the impression that “this

g hell of a place” where
nobody cares whether you
perish and  certainly won't
applaud you if you save
yourself. This is not so —
most University stafl are
very sympathetic to- the
fresher's prohle and eager
to help him. They won't, how-
ever, chase him up to find
out whether he is coping or
not There are two ma
reasons for this; there ame so
many students and =0
s'afl, and even if they

ave the time to chase up i
ier, they would see

an intrusion into his
vate affairs
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between the University
the world of émployment,

Ihl' Housing Service which

in providing approvec
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in dealing with any hou~

ing proolels aou augeuliies
that may arise.

The Student Counselling
Service whose function it is
to help students with prob-
lems related to wvocational
choice, study and settling
down problems, as well as

¢ personal problems of a
yehological nature
THE CHAPLAINS

If your problem is an

lemic one, for example
ifficulty with your phy-
.or your history s
your natural source of
support would be your dem
onstrator or tutor.
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bedford,

poetess

And I, Miss Bedford, am
appalled at the audacity of &
second-year honours English
student

The poem was published
anonymously, but suraely
there are more possible rea-
sons for this than the one
you assume, ie, that the
author herself considers the
poem bad.

First, the author may have
been afraid of criticism, and
while this is hardly lsudabile,
it gives mo indication of the
author's estimate 0f the
quality of her poelry
Secondly, the poem was
probably written about an in-
cident in the suthor’s life, an
incident which involved
another person.

T person  could well
have & Monash student
Had the author signed her
name, the 01I1r“’ party may

e 1 3 offended

rl ule
f his {riends

treated inadequn
vague.” Do
ford, think the treatment
theme inadequate be
cause you are unable to grasp

and understand it? Surely
this is so. It would then be
logical to conclude that this
“fault” can be attributed to
your lack of perception,
tather than aobscurity of
theme on the author's part.

The poem being discussed
left you “completely dis-
oriented.” Poor Miss Bed-
ford. Was your smug com-
posure disturbed by its sin-
cerity? Was your vehement
attack nought but a futile at-
tempt to restore the crumb-
ling walls of a narrow
honours English mind?

You state that “No-ong
should attempt to write
poetry without at least a
rudimentary knowledge of
the technical rules involved.”
This criterion would lead us
{0 dismiss the works of stuch
poets as Robert Burns, who
‘put down the plough fto
take up the pen’

No man, 'be he poet or
otherwise, can ever hope to
achieve a “complete mastery
of Inng‘uags,' not even 4
second year honors English
student,

Your statement that “no-
ane of under-graduate status
should {feel competent to
write creative poetry”
negates all the

.I.ll[l C nmprehenswn
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A remarkable corre-
spondence between Lalislay
Mnacko, an important Slovak
writer, and Rolf Hochhuth,
the German playwright (au-
thor of “The Representative”)
has just appeared in a leading
Crechoslovak literary journal.
The significance and back-
ground of this exchange Is
analysed by Mr. Osvald, who
gshows how Mnacko’s book,
Delayed Reports, an account
of the Stalinist period in Cze-
c¢hoslovakia, has been at the
centre of the long conflict be-
tween the regime and the N

A remarkable and even sen-
sational correspondence ap-
peared in the New Year num-
ber of one of Czechoslovakia's
leading literary journals, the
weekly Kulturny Zivod pub-
lished in Bratislava, This was
an exchange of letters between
the German dramatist Rolf
Hochhuth, authotr of the con-
troversial play “The Repre-
sentative" on the role of the
Catholic' Church under Na-
zist, and the Slovak writer
Ladizslay Mnacko, whose ex-
posure of Stalinism, Delayed

pporis, had made & similar
impact in Czechoslavakia, The

of the exchange was

dependently of eacl
y prevent their work
loited

‘.J)‘ C-m'm. u-

to h'i\fe Ilu: 1)1..3
performed or published |11
Communist countries, Mna
ko took the same step with
regard to not only western

but even Communist
tries except his own .
What made this dialogue a
sensation, however, was that
it ranged a good deal wider
than the above subject and
particularly on Hochhuth's
side, touched on matiers not
previously discussed in print
in Czechoslovakia. The Ger-
man dramatist, while express-
ing sympathy with his Slovak
collesgue and paying tribute
to his efforts to ‘“humanise"
Communism, also made it
clear that he could not regard
their two cases as compar
able. For his own part, he
would hnd the idea of promi-
nent dignitaries ap-
1_.1‘1\ Imm an af-

coun-

the audience
press their objecti 2
¥ unbearable”; and he lull(-'d
to understand how anyone
could find the profession of
writer compatible with mem-
bership in the ruling Comrmu-
nist Party.

beral intellectuals. Despite of-
ficial disapproval, 300,000 co-
pies of the book were sold
during the last two years, but
last November there was an
announcement that no further
edition of Delayed Reports
would be printed, and Mnacko
resigned as editor of the im-
portant literary journal men-
tioned above. It has become
increasingly clear that the
Party conservatives surround-
ing President Novoiny have,
for the present, prevailed over
the liberals.

True anti-Stalinism, accord-
ing to Hochhuth, was impos-
sible within this frameworl,
since it implied a4 denial of
the Party's claim to absolute
authority and a ruthless exa-
mination of its past record,
such as is still beyond the
scope of a Communist writer.
Topics like the unsolved tra-
gedies of the February 1048
coup in Prague, the terror
against non-Communists, and
even the massacre of the Pol-
ish officer corps on Stalin's
orders at Katyn during the
war, are still taboo. Accord-
ing to Hochhuth's reasoning,
tacit acceptance of such ta-
boos is no bettor
promise with the
Germany,; indeed to him the
P(mys conguest of power is

“the most dreadful disaster
that can befall a nation
ever stem of absolute rule
is } ntial Mazism "

ne U.nC[‘TI‘-D!fN' rL‘]J‘I\lld.
tion of such notions in & -
choslovak journal — m‘fi the

official journal of the Slovak
Writers' Union at that — is
an event in itself. But the
ideas themselves are peculiar
ly relevant to the book in
which the belated Czechoslo-
vak thaw found its most po-
werful expression. Delayed
Reports, a collection of 12
case histories of physical and
moral brutality under Stalin-
ism — which in Czechoslova
kia means a period well into
the sixties — sets out to do
precisely what Hochhuth con
siders impossible; to tell the
full truth about the rule of
terror, within the framework
of Party loyaltv

Delayed Reports is the
chief example of what I
beuome known among Cz

“bulldozer” literatur

1r_ is in no sense an opp
manifesto, nor the au
rebel, On the contrary,
Mnacko is a Party member of
long standing and impeccable
orthodoxy. His book was a
record best-seller, some
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300,000 copies having been
sold since it was first pub-
lished in September 1863.
Publication was actually spon-
sored by the Party, and the
work has never been openly
attacked. The author received
(though not ostensibly for
this work) last year's State
Prize for Literature, awarded
annually by the Central Com-
mittee.

Truth, “to se the truth
and make it pre , 15 the
author's .n—m concern. Mnacko
wants to

=]

me the mult'
their souls, their
honor

a closed
would be no
this book .
only a record or obit

the past. But the

issues raised in thes

are not, alas, a

tory”. The 2

tice both for the victin

for the guilty, those v

lated the law “and who ought
to be called to account for
their deeds"”, but also to gain
absolution for his own part in
those “unforgiveable years",
and thus to bear witness to
the “psychosis of our age".

Urniiike the celebrated Soviet
Chronicle of Stalinism, Solz-
henitsyn's One Day in the Life
of Ivan Denisovich, Mnacko's
emphasis is very much on
the present. The link is estab
lished by the technique of fol-
lowing many of his “cases"
up to their conclusion, This is
done most deliberately in the
central story, Garden of Pain,
where the hero-victim, a flour
mill manager, is sentenced to
death in one of the first show-
trials for sabotage almost 15
years ago and fights for his
rehabilitation until mid-1963

In the course of the narra-
tive there emerges 8 precise
and horrifying picture of the
Judicial jungle, the survival
of many of its notorious rep-
resentatives — and of the
caomplicity of the author him-
self, who attended the original
trial as a young reporter and
acclaimed the death sentence,
Mnacko concludes: “1 wrote
this story for myself and
about myself . . . When they
at last set him free, I too was
freed from a heavy burden of
gudlt”,

Mnacko was in fact a con-
vinced and loyal Stalinist who
breame a prominent journa-
list during the terror. The
break came' with the 20th
Soviet Party Congress In 1956
“T resisted its conclusions”,
he explained later, “but the
evidence was incontrovertible,
There and then I settled mer-
cilessly with my naive faith”.
At a Writers' Congress in
19568, Mnacko stated publicly
that he would “never le
again”. This avowal cost him
several years in the wilder-
ness, during which be built
up & solid reputation as a
novelist, dealing mostly with
wartime subjects, Nazism and
resistance.

What may be called the
second Czechoslovak thaw,
from 1962 onwards, was from
the very first the work of
writers and intellectuals,
among whom Mnacko achiev-
ed an outstanding position as
the guardian of old- f:lmﬂ\-"rfrl

virtue truth,
and human d
note of

prid

" But not as part of
chapter -

pol nt in w

only word from
our vocabulary, but also from
our hearts and actions
Conscience became a bour-
geois survival, a religious fic
tion, But we shall reburrﬂ_t
that proscribed word . .
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Richard Murphet reviews

l'na!un me 11'

Covenant of Death Cont.

This, as most of the author's
work. first appeared in Kul-
turny Zivot, which became the
spearhead of the progres
movement (and of which the
author became acting editor
last year). The Slovak journal
served as a forum for most of
e new and liberal ideas, the
rehabilitation of political
prisoners, removal of the old
guard, and even for the re-
ionist economic theories;
now embodied in Czechoslo-
vakia's “New Economic
Model” which carries decen
tralisation and apj t
the profit-motive a good d
further than any other Com
munist state

have neve
ubts about the Part
or fitness to rule. Thi

1 for his writing of Delayed
Reports, but it has also
the book's EXpOSUres v
fairly narrow limits The
author’s deseription of what
Jlf‘ himself has called the
society” ol’-uu shows
e of
} unt

o c
hanged in 19531,

In

traitors

tends

ACCOraing
of Delayed Re pfltt‘\
\pm his genuine concern
truth and moral
author

to rehab

the Party rather than
15. There was, howev

1'.‘ th
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face still wore a slight

s 14 -.Ir:lul'j.',
"any form or sh
] you
‘feally
that

then that Mnacko wrote
first open letter to Rolf Ho
huth, appealing to the Gerr
writer for solidarity and st
sing the fact that “there
no differences of any §
tween my Party and my
replied within two
.mpz* red
i b:ln an

1ecd,
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ORIENTAL
WALKABOUT

First ever Australian students’ tour at lowest possible all-

They will be in attendance in the
former Student Lounge,
Ground Floor, Physics Building.
Appointments can be made at
the Union Office, or by ringing
2

ext. 2108. inclusive fare. Leave Melbourne December 11, '65 for Japan.
(9 days overland tour YOKKAICHAI, NAGOYA, HAKONE,
TOKYO, NIKKO, KYOTO, KOBE, INCLUDING coach tour,

full board Japanese Youth Hostels, etc.)

| Malayan and I!
. B ! _ Indonesian
PUBLIC RELATIONS  [|™™¥fa =94% Jext Books,

S e mor i Dictionaries
OFFICER ARIEL SQUARE 4 || #1s :

FOR SALE

FORMOSA, HONG KONG, MANILLA
M

DA. BOOK
DEPOT
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President, B, Jordan 7 P
Vice-President, B. Moore ‘ MONASH UNIVERSH'Y CAREERS AND
\
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l;‘.{-l.'.tar‘l M. Toole APPOINTMENTS OFFICE
Ass. -:; M. O'Keete CAREERS IN THE
ﬁlhl.i.(‘il;r‘Uh‘.‘iu-r.L llsil. Kean I DIPLOMA SERVICE ;

The Degu LU Affairs 15 RERIN SeeKing

FACULTY
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YEAR OF COURSE

SUBJECTS STUDIED THIS YEAR

PROFESSOR DERHAM

Dean of Law Facully

Will Speak on Martin Report,
' April 27

LECTURE THEATRE S3, 1-2 pm
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