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“The value of the report
will depend on the extent of
its adoption by Federal and
State Governments.” (Age,
March 25th), This absurd sta-
tement has neatly prejud;:eq
the Martin Report and lifted
the whole question out of
perspective, and this asttitude
is an apt reflection of those
people who are angered by
the failure of the Federal Go-
vernment to fully impliment
the Reports recommenda-
tions, The Martin Report is
a constructive analysis but its
tendency towards generalisa-
tions and its neglect of vital
areas of educational need is
at, the very least, disappoint-
ing,

If the reader has carefully
followed the newspaper re-
ports he will be forgiven if
he assumes that the Martin
Report recommends the abo-
lition of the bonding system
in the field of teacher train.
ing, What is actually recom-
mended is that ONLY TEN
PER CENT of all students at

teacher colleges should be
given scholarships without
any bond

The report asks, What is
the best possible trainiag for

teachers? Its solution is that
the duly established Boards
of Education will find the ap-
propriate solution in the ap-
propriate state. It does sug-
gest, however, that possibly
the training of teachers
should be by necessity dif-
ferent from that today.

The Prime Minister has
called the heart of the Martin
Report as being “the creation
of colleges of advanced edu-
cation to bridge the gap be-
tween secondary schools and
UNIVers These colleges
are to absorb \111(‘[91'”5 who
do not wish to take a full uni-
VErsity course or are
Sue in one, and
whose chosen cc
.Jppznpjmlt to '1 11mu-

ge, Me
exactly does the
this sentence mean? It would
be reasonable to suppose that
the problem of teacher train-
ing is in the mind of the
editorial writer. But, what is
5 i= that the Federal
lined to
teacher

training, n.:- the Report recom-
meuds with the statement,
*“It is one which has been the
exclusive responsibility of the
States,

I have already indicated
that the creation of colleges
is at the core of the Martin
Report, which speaks of an
undue emphasis on univer-
sity education and wants to
see the development of ter-
tiary education in three spe-
cific areas: Universities; In
stitutes of Colleges; Boards of
Teacher Education the lat
ter two will have diploma sta-
tus, not degree status.

The Ape editorial (Thurs.
March 25th) made the asser

tion that ‘the high f
rates show that many stu-
dents have been wunable lu

meet the intellectual deme
of a university.” Evidently lhi-
writer is devoid of an appro-
pirate sensibility of the pre-
sent situation regarding fai-
lure results. In fact, the Mar-
tin Report concedes that fai
lure rates at university are
closely related to the educa-
mal levels of parents, the
guality of secondary hool
ing education, motivation,
maturity and finance. And yet,
it quotes Halsey who speaks
of 'a range of human skills
and excellences, literate, nu-
merate and manual.’ It would
seem that the high failure

at the
L appr. can
i to the i1..‘1|1rv
tudents to cope, and
mu. they been offered

ferent tvpe of tertiary educa
tion then st rould have

in the frst
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been more predictable. But,
as the Martin Re }J["" asserts
failure or su al univer-
sity is not pre ible. What

is going to be our criteria for
admittance to the university?
The Martin Report’s logic
seems to say that students
with honours in their matri-
culation year should, of
course, proceed to university,
whereas those who just pass,
with say & compensatory,
should with their parents go
to the university to discuss
their prospec
in such an as
matriculation
dents have failed
first year at the university,
whereas compensatory pass
matriculants have succeeded
brilliantly,

rauld diverge from here
to give scant appraisal for the
Hale Report on University
Teaching, which considers:

honour

in their

getting the best ue from
degrees and vacations; vital
first year; show them how to

t h; how the students spend
their working hours; examin-
ing knowledge and quality of
mind. And there are other
questions: the administration,
Tnion, extra-curric
staff-student relation
which are ignored in
» Martin Report, The in-
uJ111t\r of |]"e Martin Report
to consi e problems
y is tive of the
lnmen,mﬁm anc
ialism of the At
ies Commi
I Government.

pvut'r' example of the
ation system will illus
trate my point. The Hale Re-
port points out that there is
a difference between the stu-
dent whose main object is to
pass his examinations and the
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My Favourite Martin

student who
ted in the pr
Martin Report confines 1r-e|f
to a concern with ‘common

\lan(l rds of marking” and
examination pa-
‘varigtion in the

51:\11([:11'(!‘. What is the pur-
pose of a university and/or a
tertiary education?

The Martin Report with oc-
vasional irrelevant flashes
which seem out of place in
such an unimaginative report
assert that: “An important re-
sponsibility of universities is
to assist students to develop
sorcial values and a measure
of social responsibility. Stu-
dents should be encouraged
to understand social proces-
ses, to challenge what is spe-
cious, and to give strong sup-
port to intellectual wvalues.
Since the Australian univer-
sities and their students are
a significant and important
part of society, the develop-
ment of worthy personal cha
racteris is a4 serious re-
sponsibility." But, how is this
best achieved, and how is it
being achieved in Australian
Universities today? There
not even a cursory examina-
tion of me-_-rsuws. but
ther a deterr
standard stop-gap
will suffice

One must not conclude be-
fore one has deposited the
Federal Government in its ap
propriate category. The «
expenditure on tertiary
vation is rendered mea
less when in the 1964-1
triennium  £63,500,000

col

has
been given to universities and
in the 18967-1968 triennium it
will be
the

£67,000,000 (for in fact
remaining £24,000,000 of
grant will go to the newly

established colleges) and by
then Macquar d Latrobe
Universities 1 be demand-
ing a slice of the financial
cake, Otherwise, the financial
willingness of the Federal Go-
vernment in the field of scho-

larships and loans is under-
standably piece-meal.
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LOTS WIFE

My enthusiasm is in full flower, for | am in the midst
of the most exciting book | have read fer many months.
Consequently, my phrases may tend to slaver at the
edges. You would be well advised to take what | am
writing with a pinch of caution. | am not trying to put
you off. (Nor, as the Americans would say, to put you
on.) And if | warn you to examine the evidence for
yourself, | would ask you not to reject it entirely merely
on account of the endemic suspicion of the exciting.

The book is called, simply, SUMMERHILL. It is the
story of a school, of a glorious human experiment, of a
man, of a dream, of the unfolding portrait of the Human
Reality. Summerhill is a school in Leiston, England; a
group of 45 children who are being allowed to develop
the full potentialities of their humanity. It is, to some
extent, a one-man-show, the show of Neill the principal.
But the seeds of the future lie in that school, for in a
wider sense it is an all-man-show. It is the burgeoning
of Humanity as it might be, as it must be if Humanity
is to continue being.

The most potent force in our soclety, in almost any
society, is of course selfishness. And the tool of selfish-
ness is arbitrary discipline, enforced by the strong against
the weak, by the many against the few, by those whose
“station” in life is “higher” than that of others. The
child of selfishness is fear, and conformity, and dis-
honesty, and hatred, and war. We have lived with this
for millenia, our ethics have evolved, despite their veneer
of humanitarianism, with the same cold, hard secret
core of fear and hatred.

And of course, common sense says that this is the
way things must be. It says, it would be nice were things
different, but that's how Nature is; or it says, it is indeed,
desirable, our God is a God of discipline for our sins
have made our race evil. Original Sin, whether you are
religious or not, is a tenet of our thinking. It is a basic
postulate, that man is corrupt in nature and Society must
needs take the whip te its children.

Summerhill took the great gamble, the glorious
chance. It changed the postulate, reversed it. It said:
Humans, like other animals, have an order latent within
them. For social respect and altruism is logical for the
adult, and if the child in the natural state offends our
aclult sensibilities it is in part because our ideas are
themselves warped, partly because children follow the
natural path from illogic to adulthood. It said: We
will let them develop in their own way, for that cannot
be worse than the way society has until now raised its
children.

To a great degree the Summerhill experiment has
been vindicated. Its children are confident, sincere,
stable. The intelligent ones, though the school makes no
child go to lessons, study when the time comes. It is in
their own interest, and they do in two yezars what other
children do in eight. Less academic children (if their
parents can afford the “shame’) find happiness and
fulfilment in those sectors of the social scheme which
best fit their real talents.

But beyond the personal satisfaction and develop-
ment of the Summerhill children, is the profound insight
this experiment has given us into the nature of man’s
hatred, his insecurities. Neill, principal of Summerhill
and author of the book, started with a daring hypo-
thesis. Now, 40 years later, he has moved from the ranks
of the high idealists one reads for escape from the harsh
facts of life. For Summerhill works. And it shows that
some, many, of those “harsh facts” are not Human
Mature — they are merely the results of Human Error.
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As a second-year honours
English student, I am appal-
led at the standard of poetry
produced by University un-
dergraduates,

The poem appearing in the
Orientation Week Issue of
“Lot's Wife" is a prime exam-
ple of this. Not only do I
think it is a bad poem, but
the author seems to share my
opinion — it was, you may
remember, published anony-
mously.

We, of course, have no rea-
son to doubt the sincerity of
the poem, but I would like
to suggest that the author re-
strain his urge for publica-
tion until his, or more proh-
ably her, works are techni-
cally worthwhile.

Besides the fact that the
theme is treated inadequately
and anyway very vague, the
reader can easily be comolete-
ly mistaken as to the real
meaning behind it, this is, of
course, the fault of the writer.
The word “smile”, for exam-
ple (grossly overstated), is
open to so many interpreta-
tions that there is little hope
of ever getting to a precise un-
derstanding. The whole last
verse s wvastly Inadequate
with a vague conclusion only
half-formed and half guessed
at, and leaving the reader
completely disorientated.

The structure of the poem
is also bad — an unsuccessful
attempt to incorporate actual
conversation while still re-
taining the rhythm of poetry.
No-one should attempt to
write poetry without at least
a rudimentary knowledge of
the technical rules involved.
A university English course,
in part, caters to this, but
most student poets seem to
regard their own poetry and
the rest of English Literature
8s two separate classes. An
idea probably justified in this
particular case, These poets
diligently study metre and
rhythm and why are iambic
pentametres — in  everyone
else, But they completely dis-
regard this aspect when writ-
ing themselves.

A poet without a complete
mastery of language is like a
pianist who knows no scales
— completely useless. No-ong
ol undergraduate status
should feel competent to
write creative poetry. Too
many want to run before they
can walk and this produces
hopelessly Inadequate poems
like the one quoted.

Jean Bedford,
Arts 2.

Food

Dear Sir,

Having been a frequenter
of that noble establishment,
usually termed the Vicarase,
for some years, it was with
joy that T and my confreres
viewed the openingz of what
is termed the students bar.
Being confronted with what
could only be described as
ideal drinking conditions, our
collective gullets dilated with
truly parched anticipation.

Nor were we to be disillusion-
ed. The opening rites were
performed with the mingled
solemnity of an S.R.C. public
meeting and the joyousness
of a bacchanalian reunion.

Yet, on the very first day
that the University officially
resumed, we found the shrine
invaded by plebians who, hav-
ing demonstrated to all in the
Immediate vicinity their in-
ability to hold their liquor,
found it necessary to pro-
claim to all and sundry by
wanton acts of destruction.
The hand basin in the Gentle-
men's Retiring Room was
torn bedily from its mount-
ings, cigarettes were butted
into the carpet and seats, and
the floor generously inun-
dated with beer, all as &
means of demonstrating the
infantile mentality of such
louts. Surely a kiddies play-
ground with swings, slides,
ete., could be provided at the
University for such juveniles,
perhaps with a pit of sand
and screenings for them to
throw at one another.

Let us remember that the
vicarage is dedieated to those
who drink for pleasure, reach
contentment before capacity,
gnd whatever they drink can
take it and remain gentlemen.

Yours etc.,

Homuneculus Imbibulus,
Vie IV

Caf

Dear Sirs,

. Congratulations on the ar-
ticle entitled “Tribal Rites
Can't Be Wrong” in the Orien-
te~on Edition of Lot's Wife.
Although one really needed a
knowledge of Anthropology
and Sociology to appreciate
the “jargon” and subtle use
of names, hence hardly suit-
able for fresher consumption,
yet as an example of student
journalism it was Sfrst-rate
— clever, humourous, well-
written. Having suffered un-
der a progressively declining
“honi soit” for four years, I
say this with some feeling,’
gnd look forward to more
writing of this class and na-
ture in the future.

Yours sinceraly,
Robin Burns.

Still

One of the first introduc-
tions which a student has to
the University—it's ideal and
it's reality — is the Orien.
tation Week which precedes
the commencement of the
academic year. It is as well to
give a glance at the aims and
actuslity of this concept and
perhaps, to ask some search-
ing questions concerning it.

Undoubtedly the over-rid-
ing aim is relatively clear,
though far from simple. We
aim to present & kind of mi-
crocosm of University life, to
those who have had no pre-
vious contact with it. But the

LOT'S WIFE

complexity of the subject
must reflect upon the attempt,
and we can easily fall vic-
tim to the dangers of being
unable to see the wood for
the trees.

This opens a wide fleld of
discussion. With the explosive
expansion of recent years, the
“community of scholars” has
often seemed a Utopian ideal.
Yet is remains vital, and we
are fortunate at Monash in
possessing a tradition of ex-
cellent relationships between
undergraduates and Faculty
members.

* In this at least the “Orien-
tation Week"” is fulfilling an
important function. It has
provided for the first con-
facts between staff and new
students as well as for those
between “freshers” and other
years. is necessarily in-
cludes an introduction to the
whole spectrum of academic
courses, the Union, the acti-
vities of Clubs and Societies,
Sporting Clubs, and particu-
larly the S.R.C. a5 well as so-
i functions. The whole
thorny problem of directing
and assisting Orientation in
1965 was in fact in the hands
of a joint committee of stu-
dents and stafl.

It is hoped that new stu-
dents particularly (though
not perhaps exclusively)
found Orientation to be of
benefit, But it may well be
that, among the mass of de-
tail which comprised the
week’s activities, there were
features which could be im-
proved in future years, If you
think that this is so, then
please contact Miss M. Rowe
in the Union, or the 8R.C.,
and ensure that specific points
of constructive criticism are
noted for discussion and fu-
ture reference.

Stinks

The time has come when
an outery must be made re-
garding meal prices in the
cafes at this establishment.
Students are far from the
wealthiest section of the com-
munity, and one would there-
fore expect that the prices
charged for a simple meal
should be reasonahle — this
is actually far from the exist-
ing situation. Things were
bad enough last year, this
year the catering authorities
must think freshers literally
have gold-lined wallets.

An example the sign
reads Roast Lamb®2/11, and
that is just about all you get
for 2/11; add vegetables and
one solitary roast spud, and
I paid 4/5, nearly double ad-
vertised price!

Compare meal prices with
those at the pub and no won-
der Kath Byers does such a
roaring meal trade.

I urge all students to go
on a starvation strike, elther
they'll starve or prices will
tumble to & more reasonable
level.

Yours,

Ian Boraston,
ECOPS ¢.
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This year, for the first time,
certain  Education Depart-
ment students have been able
to undertake the Trained Se-
condary teachers Certificate
within the Monash training
centre. Within the Centre?
Yes. But upon the campus?
NO! The forty-nine students
are using three portable class-
rooms at Clayton Technical
School across the Princes
Highway from Monash.

As all students are also en-
rolled in University courses
this involves crossing the
highway on average of twice
each way each day. The class-
rooms are at present comple-
tely surrounded by three inch
thick dust which wi
ably turn into mud
winter, The walk from the
main Monash Library has
been officially timed as taking
eight minutes. Because the
Monash timetable nominally
allows ten minutes travelling
time between lectures, the
students suppos v have two
minutés breathing \pnﬁ:‘ that
i, if lectures finish at the_of-
ficial time of five minutes be-
fore the hour. Only time wili
tell whether this arrangement
works.

However, t

rtment lec
tre cannot
inconvenience.
creasing lectu
time could extra time be al-
lowed and this would de-
crease efficiency.

Pledger (head

striven to arrange 2

table so that no student is
stopped from enrolling in a
relavent University course.
Because of the variety of
courses being undertaken by
these students, this has not
been easy and has regretably
resulted in lectures being
scheduled for 1.00 pm. the
time when most clubs and so-
cieties hold their meetings.
However, Wednesday has
been kept clear for those who
take part in Varsity sports
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111 ions regarding the pos-
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Firstly, L
at the Centre are so pur_.r that
most students use it for lec-
tures only., The library has
only seating room for four-
teen students because half of
the room is taken up with a
staffroom. Facilities are heing
made available for the mak
ing of coffex but at present
none exis [
to hav
the only dv
the three class

eachers. There
portant that the

ructive
for even more
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of standards. “Pressure-pack
ed” implies that all students

frue, There is nu fll]l‘i tive is-
ﬁu:*u as to the pass rate, there-
fore ultimate standards can
be set: there is no need to
pass 60% or even 20% if they
50 not measure up to the stan-
rd (which is "at least first
vear University devel”). The
lecturers at the centre were
chosen from those at the Mel-
bourne Secondary Teachers
College who indicated a wil-
lingness to come to Monash.
All are eager to establish stan-
dards and fo encourage con-
structive  original thought.
The end aim of the students
remains a University degree

Of the forty-nine
r"TT‘u]]f'd in the course, thi
> undertaken a two-
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is two Um rsity sub
and in the first year,
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The man next to him was a
professor and this fact made
him just a little self-conscious
a5 he confidently remarked
that it was a fine day. The
professor had agreed and had
done him the courtesy of ask-
ing him how his work was
coming along. He was dis-
turbed by this question be-
cause upon it depended the
future of the conversation
and to a lesser extent, any fu-
ture conversations he might
have with the professor. So
he panicked and said, after
what seemed to him to be a
foolishly long pause for =a
second-year student, “Not
bad.” He immediately iried
to save the situation by be
ginning again, “I mean, it's
8 bit early to say much about
the year's course, isn't it?"”
But this only added to the
chaos in his mind because he
had used an introductory
phrase that made him sound
like a poor imitation o
American surfie beatnilk, The
sentence also seemed rather
aggressive and seemed to im-
ply some of scorm fi
the professor's question, He

i well have said

L
stupid
student
Imimen
Ye rain he
to gqualify what he had
been saying by commenting
that he was looking forward
to the year’s work because it
interested him wvery much.
Unfortunately he went too far
and said he enjoyed the
course last year as well as
looking forward to the course
this year,

While he was saying this
one of his student acquain-
tances burst through the door
of the convenience and greet-
ed him by saying, “G’'day,
Dunga. Who was that sexy
tart you were having lunch

with in the caf today?” The
new arrival had not noficed
or did not know that the
other man present was a pro-
fessor — probably because
the new entry was from an-
other faculty., This entry put
the student in an obviously
difficult situation. He respon-
ded by remarking in an off-
hand manner that she, the
particular tart in question,
was a friend of Douglas. This
was very tactful because there
was a slender chance of the
new arrival knowing Douglas
and would not pursue the dis-
cussion further., This tactic
was succesful and since he
and the professor had both of
them finished washing their
hands at about the same time
they made for the door to-
gether without further ques-
tion from the new arrival to
complicate matters.

They opened the door and
ushered their way into the
corridor more or less toge-
ther, The growing fears in the
second-year student’s mind
were confirmed at this stage.
It was obvious both of them
were going to walk to the
same building, to the
floor. To se
go elsewhe
ture seminar was about
begin, would Tve
emphasi fa ct

Ava-

ssment

and a total failure as a con
versation. So he submitted.

On the way from the union
lavatory they passed a girl
who was crying. There was
another with her who was
saying, “Come on in and have
a cup of black coffee. That's
what you need,” as she led
the girl along behind her by
the hand, This was just the
opportunity he needed to in-
stigate a conversation. "So
much for the pub,” he re
marked to the professor. But
the professor's attention had

(%8 ]

Riders In The Marriot
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DULCE ET DECORUM EST

‘Hideous landscapes, vile

noises, foul language . . . eve-

ot g unnatural, broken,

:d; the distortion of the

, whose unburiable bo-

dies sit outside the dugouts

all day, all night, the most

xecrable sights on earth. In

v we call them the most
glorious.”

(Wilfred Owen letter 4-2-17)

Grey, evervhing was grey,
except the yellow mottlings he
could see through his mask.
Underneath the gas cape and
the mask the flesh was red and
wet. In a goblin counterpoint
the guns flickered and rever-
berated on the horizon and
the gas shells plopped a few
hundred yards away. His side-
wound ached and his feet
throbbed, like the guns, from
months of mistreatment.,

He remembered Smythe,
three lieutenants ago, dying
almost withoul a whimper
with the lower half of his
body shot away. Brownbill in-
valided home to his teaching
with chlorine in hoth lungs,
to die an early death in a Lon-
don fog and hell every winter
until then. Ile remembered
the freezing eternity of the
last two winters; the unend-

lan Mullens

been attracted by a tutor who
said as he strode towards
them, “I'll see you about that
other this afternoon if it's
allright by you,” to which the
professor responded; “Yes,
I'm going up now so we can
get it over and done with
right away. Are you going
up?* So now there were
three. The tutor, who was on
the opposite side of the pro-
fessor Lo the second-year stu-
dent, leaned forward and
said, “Hello” to the student.
He had taught him the pre-
vious year. Then he said to
the professor that it would
not take more than a few
minutes.

By this time they had
reached the lift which solved
the student's problein simply
and definitively. So at the lift
he nodded goodbye Lo the Lwo
of them who were already
busy with the details of times
for stafl meetings and took
the escalator.

Riding down the escalator
after his lecture seminar he
met Nolle who had been hav-
ing an argument. Apparenily
he had just been told that
there was no tutorial for him.
Those he could po to were
full up. The other tutorial
times clashed with the lec-
ture times of another depart-
ment, A tired lady told him
he must take the matter up
with the other department.
But this department had just
sent him down to the lady.
It was all the more frustrat-
ing because he didn't want to
study in the faculty at all. He
had been forced to take a po-
sition in this faculty, how-
ever, because the one he had
applied for in the first in-
stance was full up. But the
student felt there was not
much point in continuing
this conversation because he
had held similar discussions
several times in the past few

ing irrelevant deaths month
on maonth.

Memories of joy. On short
leaves Margaret's smiling sad
ness at the station; the tire-
some soirees they went to
with the omnipresent Mozart.
He remembered John's twin-
kle as he left him for the last
time convalescing. “Soon to
rejoin”; “Save some for me,
Old man” but the meaning
plain in his face shadows. The
training camp at Etaples —
“the Bull Ring" where
spring affected an air of inno-
cence. The interminable slog-
ging, the almost-gay spring
rain and the gquickening show-
ers of sunlight warming necks
and lifting faint wispy steam
from the mind.

He could see the woeful
faces of his men singing — ra-
rely the songs they were sup-
posed to sing:

“When the beer is on the

table I'll be there”
and the haunting;

“When I told them how

beautiful you were

they didn't believe me

they didn’t believe me . , "

“Strange friend,” I said,
"here is no cause to mourn.”

Time slid in like a remem-

His

days and was tired of saying
the same things over again.
Besides there was nothing
you could do about it. He
thought he might have men-
tioned it to the professor. But
the professor was far too
busy to be concerned with
such details, he felt sure. Af-
ter all ,it was a big job to or-
ganise a department of seve-
ral hundred students, It was
no wonder they were saying
that the academic staff was
thinking of poing on strike
over a pay difference with the
government. This seemed fair
enough when you considered
how hard worked they were,
It might help matters if they
stopped seeling truth for a
week or so. Their union
thought this way. It might
help to halt the academic ma-
chine for a while. This would
really shock the government.

That afternoon in the cafe
our student met the sexy tart
he had been talking to earlier
that day. He did not know her
very well but she was a face
he knew so he sat down be-
side her and began to talk,
They had nol been talking for
very long before the hoy who
had embarassed him in the
lavatory eame up and began
to talk. There was a girl with
him who did not say any
thing. “What were you doing
talking to that prof. for to-
day?" he enquired. “We just
ran into each other,” was the
answer. Then they began fo
talk about some-one who had
been forcibly advised to do
an accountancy degree in-
stead of Arts because he had
worked in an accountant’s of-
fice before coming to the uni-
versity.

It was four o'clock and
some one hailed them across
the tables to go down the pub.
So the student asked the sexy
tart if she would like lo go
down the pub and she said
yes.

bered toothache and with a
sensation as if he were enter-
ing a clearing in'a sunlit wood
he knew he would die. How
different from what we
thought; what we expected!
Thinking to go out in a blaze
of light and thundering glory,
but instead life oogzes away
through a wound in the side;
listless and grey like the mist
and rain. Hell is this he knew,
this, and grey ice-arches,
There are two kinds of reality
one on either side of the
image which is ordinary life.
An enjoyed full-lived life with-
out the debilitating effect of
a misused intellect and that
other which a man sees in
war: Unspeakable horror, a
sort of metaphysical obsce
nity as if the mind and fumes
and blood stretched from
men's imaginations to every

corner of the visible earth.
Back at the base the usual
gentle jokes are made by men
long-hardened but still faintly
embarrassed by death. But
the radio played on a two-
part theme with the horizon

guns

. . They didn't believe me
they didn't believe me . . .
by PAUL MARRIOT.

Day
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About Everything in
General and Nothing
iNn Particular

To exist is equivalent to an
act of faith, an interminable
prayer. As soon as they con-
sent to live, the unbeliever
and the man of piety are fun-
damentally the same, since
both have made the only de-
cision that defines being.
Ideas, doctrines — mere fa-
cades, decorative fantasies. If
vou have not resolved to kill
yourself, there is no differ-
ence between you and the
others, you belong to the fac-
tion of the living, all — no
matter what their convietions
— great believers. Do you
deign to breathe? You are ap-
proaching sainthood, you de-
serve canonization!

_Moreover, if you are dissa-
tisfied with yourself, if you
want to change your nature,
you engage yourself twice
over in an act of faith: you
desire two lives within one.
This is precisely what the as-
cetics are attempting when,
by making of death a means
of not dying, they take plea-
sure in their vigils, their cries,
their nocturnal athleticism,
By imitating their excesses,
even outstripping them, their
proteges will reach a stage
where they have mistreated
reason as much as they did,
“I am guided by whoever is
madder than myself” — thus
speaks our thirst for those
things which are not good “in
moderation” but which only
impress our senses when
imerged in an orgy of excess.
Of these things the primal
are well represented by love
and death, There is a certain
unity and diversity implicit in

each of these and common Lo
both of them. While an ex-
cess of love (or more appro-
priately an orgy of love) is
not altogether unknown in
our society our discussion, at
first will be principally con-
cerned with that other pne-
nomena — death.

Both love and dezth, by ap-
plying an explosive pressure
upon the framework of our
lives, distintegrate us, fortify
us, ruin us by the distractions
of plentitude. If, to a certain
point, love destroys us, it does
so with the sensations of ex-
pansion and pride. And if
death destroys us altogether,
what (rissons. sensations,
shudders by which we trans-
cend the man within us, does
it not employ!

Since both love and death
define us only to the degree
that we project our appetites
and impulses wpon  them,
they necessarily bevond

as long as we re-

ties, accessible to the opers-
tions of the intellect. We
plunge into love as into death,
we do not reflect upon them:
we savour them as accom-
plices, we do not imeasure
them. For that matter, every
experience which is not con-
verted into a voluptuous pas-
sage is a failure. If we had to
limit ourselves to our sensa-
tions as they were, they would
fail to satisfy our craving for
a personal experience and
would sppear almost intoler-
able for being too distinet,
too vague and unconnected
to be easily assimilated into

similate that belief so that
there is no hesitation on
the part of the subject
in deciding to trans
fer from one to the other than
it is to rationalise onesclf in-
to regarding death as the ul-
timate in human experience,
and a fitting finale to our tem-
poral being,
_ The coneeption of the death
instinct put forward in
Freud's Beyond the Pleasure
Principle is, from an affective
point of view, the supreme
expression of hatred, clevat-
ing this as it does, to the sta-
tus of a primal, independant
purpose in life — a separate
appetite which like hunger re-
quires no external provaca-
tion and is an end in itself
A detailed refutation of the
Death Instinct theory will be
found in Suttie's Ori f
Love and Hate pp. 213-215, so
it 18 not necessary to go into
that here.

Still another indication of
the double reality of
its equivocal charac
paradox inherent i
ner we experience i
it presents itself to us
limit and at the same tir £
a datum, We rush toward it,
and yet we are already there.
Even as we are incorporating
it within our lives, we cannot
prevent ourselves from posit-
ing it in the future. By an in-
evitable inconsistency, we in-
terpret death as the future
which destroys the present,
our present.

Although at our primary
perceptions of its quality,
death presents itself as a dis-

April Fools Day,

adapt it to

acquired it can imprison us
— a chain like any other. And
slavery for slavery, the servi-
tude of existence (a rather
morbid raison d'eire) is the
preferable choice, even at the
price of a certain self-splin-
tering. It is a matter of avoid-
ing the contagion of nothing-
ness, the comforts of the
abyss.

Do You Deign To Breathe?

a recognisable whole — the
sum total we know as know-
ledge (that based on personal
observation or contact).
Death would not be the
Great Human Experience that
Failed, to utilise Kleist's
phrase, if men knew how to
transform it into pleasure.
But death remains within as
an experience apart, different
from anything else experien-
ced before. While it is con-
ceivebly possible to develop
a longing for death (while not
actually working to bring that
state to fruition before it oc-
eurs naturally) and a distinet
conviction that this (death)
will be the most pleasurable
experience of a rather unen-
joyable earthly existence, this
would almost certainly arise
out of misguided or at least
uncommonly exaggerated re-
ligious motives. However,
given this theoretical desire,
the death experience could
not be logically juxaposed
with any similar, previous
event in the subjects physical
existance other than birth;
and as this occurs at the op-
posite extreme of the life cy-
cle, it would be very difficult
to make any valid comparison
other than one supported on-
ly by conjecture resultant
from prolonged thought and
theorisation on the not too
distinct memory of our earth-
ly “creation.” Thus, it is de
cidedly more difficult to
rationalise oneself into re-
garding death as a continua-
tion of life and completely as-

location, a loss, it subsequent-
ly produces, by revealing the
nullity of time and the infinite
worth of each separate move-
ment, certain tonic effects:
the image of our own inanity,
and by the same token con-
verts that inanity into an ab-
solute. By thus rehabilitating
our “mortal” aspect, death in-
stitutes itself as a day by day
dimension of our life. Nothing
of value results from reflec-
tions on the material fact of
dying. We can claim to be
alive only to the degree that
we circumvent the idea of
our eventual corpse.

If fear, by isolating us in
such terrors that we run the
risk of forgetting we are go-
ing to die, assists us in de-
fining our sense of space (as
Buddha put it “We live in
fear, and therefore we do not
live"), it is death which re-
veals the true meaning of our
temporal  dimension, since
without death, being in time
would mean nothing to us, or,
at the most, the same thing
as being in an eternity.

For centuries theologians
have told us that hope is the
daughter of patience. And
modesty as well, one might
add; the man of pride has no
time for hope. Unwilling and
unable to await their culmi-
nation, he violates events as
much as he violates his own
nature; when he exhausts his
rebellion he abdicates his
existence.

It is true that negation is
the mind's first freedom, yet

Some men make their way
from affirmation to affirma-
tion their life a series of ac-
ceptances. Forever applaud-
ing reality or what passes for
it in their eyes, they accept.
There is no contradiction they
cannot resolve or relegate to
the category of “the way
things turn out.”

For others, habitual nega-
tors, affirmation demands not
only deliberate self-deception,
but self-sacrifice as well. They
know there is never just one
“ves”: each assent implies an-
other, perhaps a whole col-
lection of summary details
and responses which cannot
be given without a large or
small degree of prior thought
— who 1 afford to take
such ri. lightly? Yet the se-
curity of negation aggravates
these too, and hence they con-
ceive the necessity and the
interest of affirming some-
thing — anything.

If our vitality is derived
from mental instabilify and
personal idiosyncrasies, we
have only the certitudes and
therapeutics of delirium with
which to oppose our dread
and doubt, By dint of unrea-
son, let us hecome a source,
an origin, a starting point. We
actually exist only when we
radiate time its
is the unheard of, what can-
not happen, a state of excep-
tion. And nothing can enzage
it save our desire to accede
to it. To exist is a habit not
to be despaired of acquiring.
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To think we
selves of our

ceive ou £
city for abherration. In t,
after the favour of a few hits
of being, we relapse into panic
and disgust, into the tempta-
tions of melancholia and ca-
daver, into the deficit of be-
ing that results from a nega-
tive sentiment.

Our unprovoked natural
sufferings being far too in-
complete, it is up to us to
augment, to intensify them,
to create others for ourselves
—artificial ones. Left to itself,
the flesh encloses us within
a narrow horizon, Only if we
put it to the torture will it
sharpen our perceptions and
enlarge our perspectives: the
mind is the result of the tor-
ments the flesh undergoes or
inflicts upon itself. Ferocity
derives from the fact that we
are all too interested in other
people, If we attended more
to ourselves and hecame the
centre, the object of our own
murderous inclinations, the
sum of our intolerances
would diminish. I we would
moderate our manners, we
must turn our claws upon
ourselves.

After having made of death
an affirmation of life, having
converted its abyss into a sa-
lutary fiction, having exhaust-
ed our arguments against the
evidence, we are ambushed
by stagnation, depression; it
is the revenge of our nature,
of this demon of common
sense which, allayed for a
time, awakens to denounce
the ineptitude ane the absur-
dity of our will to blindness.
A whole past of merciless vi-
sion, of accustoming our-
selves to the venom of truth,
and so many years contem-
plating our remains in order
to extract from them the
principle of our knowledge!
Yet we must learn to think
against our doubts and
against our certitudes, against
our omni t hwmours, we
must above all, consent to the
undemonstable, to the idea
that something exists. No-
thingness may well have been
more convenient. It is difficult
to dissolve oneself in Being!

Ross Laird,
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Monash Protest

Monash's  first  protest
meeting for the year went off
with a bang resembling the
expiration of an inflated pi
of bubble zum. The much-
advertised meeting was_ at-
tended by fifty students, and
even three-quarters of i
particularly unimpressive
number had apparently deci-
ded (correctly)’ that this
would be the best place in the
university for an after-lunch
rest.

This perennial problem
dealt h at the meeting is
one of the most pressing idec-
logical questions confronting
present-day Australia, vet was
received by the audience with
a conspicuous lack of enthu-
siasm. The analogy that
comes to mind is a meeting
discussing the American ne-
gro problem or the South
Afriran apartheid policy and
it would be interesting to

the atfendance and

8 on that these topics
would have aroused.

The speaker, Mr. Stan Da-
vey, secretary, covered the
points at issue in a very clear,
concise, and interesting, if
not inspiring, manner. How-
ever, the response of the au-
dience was not what one
would have expected. The
questions asked gave the im-
pression that the participants
did not fully appreciate the
overall issue involved and
concentrated on rather insig-
nificant details.

The main points made by
the speaker were: The main
reasons which the govern-
ment gives for closing Lake
Tyers are—

1, The squalid conditions in
which the aborigines live
there.

2, The inadequacy of Lthe
“hand-out tem"”, which
prevents  ihe aborigines
from learning responsibi-
isolation” of Lake

8.

1. The few-roomed cottages
in which Lake Tyers abori-
gines are living were built
in the 1920's, They do not con-
tain bathrooms or laundries
as the only water they have
is unreliable tank water, and
they only received electricity
in 1961. These appalling con-
ditions could have been re-
medied by the government, as
the management had proper
facilities laid on long ago.

2. The aborigines are not
given proper wages. For 32-
36 hours work per week the
average man is paid £3/5/
per fortnight, on top of ra-
tioned food and clothing. This

stem should have been abol-

ed long ago, as it means
that the aborigines have no
control over their own lives.

3. The isolation of Lake
Tyers is not physical — it is
situated 6-8 miles {rom the
main road. However, the abo-
rigines on the settlement are
not permitted visits from
friends and even the visits
of relatives are strictly su-
pervised.

These conditions could all
be altered by the government,
but it is, by closing down Lake
Tyers, getting rid of a finan-
cial burden (about EBODD a
year for the upkeep of the
settlement) and an emhoeras-
ment (the failure of the go-
vernment in its purpose at
Lake Tyers is only too ob-
vious}). .

The government is propos
ing an assimilation policy

which i

veral reazons. The a

at Lake Tyers are simpiy

in po to {if Inio a

white co They have

never had i rhich
uld such a

rageme. L
education, Lack of staff has
prevented their being proper-
ly encouraged toward inde-
pendance. Again because of
shortage of staff, the abori-
gines would have only very
limited help when they moved
into a white community.
Even if the policy of assi-
milation could work, the aho-
rigines surely have the right
to choose for themselves
whether they want to inte-
grate themsel with us and
adopt our customs, It has
been the finding of trained
men such as Professor
Thompson, & qualified an-
thropologist, and Dr. Finney,
a representative of the Health
Department, that it would be
a most unwise and cruel step
to close down Lake Tyers.
This area is, to these people,
the only place which they can
call home and which they can
consider theirs.

Yet despite this expert opi-
nion and even definite pro-
posed alternative plans for
Lake Tyers, the plan formu-
lated by three men not speci-
fically qualified or concerned
for this kind of work has
been accepted and people
such as the police have been
called on for investigations
into the matter.

The relevations of these
bare facts must have been
Shocking to all present, yet
a considerably uninspiring
set of questions followed Mr,
Davey's talk. Fortunately it
was decided that Monash
should at least try to do some-
thing about this deplorable
situation, and Peter Scherer
put a motion which after very
little debate, but considerable
re-wording, was accepled by
the meeting with an over-
whelming majority.

“That this meeting of Mo-
nash University students calls
on the Vietorian Government
to abandon the imposition of
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its compulsory ‘assimilation’
policy on the Aboriginal peo-
ple of Victoria, which is to
result in the closing down of
Lake Tyers, and further calls
on the Government to allow
these people to choose for
themselves where they wish
to live.,”

This motion was conse-
quently taken to the Flagstaff
Gardens to the protest meet-
ing attended by representa-
tives from Monash and Mel-
bourne Universities and the
Royal Melbourne Institute of
Technology.

EMOKE. SZENEEI

S.R.C. News

Once upon a time, in the
early and primitive days of
Monash, the rumour spread
that the SR.C. was an impo-
tent mutual admiration socie-
ty that operated solely for its
own amusement with little or
no regard for the general stu-
dent interest, Outsiders were
discouraged from any parti-
cipation in SR.C. affairs and
gradually the whole body be-
gan to take on the aspect of
a rather exclusive club, with
a rather closed membership.
And, as a natural reaction to
this, student interest in and
respect for the S.R.C. became
somewhat negligable,

However, as Monash gra-
dually grew out of such im-
mature passions as always be-
ing different from Melbourne,
and instead began to form
reasoned and original opi-
nions, the need for a vital,
student-dominated S.R.C. was
at last realised. Furthermore,
after many abortive attempts
to involve students in the life
and work of the S R.C., it was
apparent that there was a
need for students to be ac-
tually incorvorated into the
structure of the S.R.C. regard
less of whether they were
elected members. Thus, gra-

out of a morass of
evolved the present
committes  system,

with its emphasis on delega-
tion and co-operation,

The basic idea behind this
system is that a relatively
small body like the S.R.C. can-
not efficiently handle the va-
rious fields for which, by de-
finition, it must be respon-
sible. So, to remedy this, a
number of committees were
set up, each to be responsible
to the SR.C. as a whole for
a particular aspect of S.R.C.
activity. Each committee has
a chairman appointed by the
S.R.C. who is free to co-opt
onto his committee whomso-
ever he chooses. In this way
the burden of work is dele-
gated out to people who have
an aptitude for a particular
job, and many more students
are brought into the orbit of
SR.C, work. And, by this con-
tact, the S.R.C. is more able
to keep a finger on the pulse
of student opinion in many
rather. controversial matters.
But, no committee chairman
ecan know who is willing to
work or who is suitable with-
out heing told, So if you think
you'd like to do a bit towards
getting Monash right on the
map have a look through the
advertisements below and see
if you find anything that
catches your interest. If you
do, come to the S.R.C. and
tell us about it

AOS.T

Since 1960

students from
all  Australian Universities
have been travelling to India,
Japan and the Philippines un-
der the Australia-Overseas
Student  Travel Schemes
{AOSTS), The schemes are
designed to give students an
opportunity to spend two
months in another country
and in this time attempt to
understand the pecoples’ way
of life.

Unlike tourists who man-
age to skim on the surface
of a culture without attempt-
ing to understand it, we are
trying to give students a first
hand experience of a different
way of life.

A homestay of approxima-
tely 10 days is arranged for
all students. During this time
the individual is treated as
part of the family and in this
way gains an insight into the
family structure, their atti-
tudes, their sense of values
and everyday activities.

Features of AOSTS in In-
dia are work camps and visits
to Community Development
centres. The rural population
of India far exceeds that of
the cities and students are

now given extensive opportu-
nities to observe ‘village life’.
This is important for so many
of India's problems and diffi-
culties lie in raising the stan-
dard of living and financial
status of her villagers.

During “free travel” stu-
dents attempt to live as
cheaply as possible by travel-
ling on the cheapest means of
transport and staying in go-
vernment hostels, etc.

Not only is this important
in that students could not af-
ford luxury hotels, ete., but
essentially this gives the
chance of meeting peopla. As
ideal as it may sound it is
the people you meet, stay
with, talk to and attempt to
understand who make your
trip to any of these countries
an experience which is im-
possible to forget.

At last in 1965 the schemes
have become fully reciprocal.
We have extended an invita-
tion to 10 Indian students to
visit Australia during the two
month stay here NUAUS-
AOSTS will be completely re-
sponsible for financing these
students as Indien currency
regulations prevent them tak-

ing any sterling out of the
country.

In July-August 60 Japanese
students will be arriving and
as the year proceeds we are
expecting 15 Philippinos and
five Indonesians.

With these incoming stu-
dent visits Australian stu-
dents will have the chance to
peturn some of the hospitality
pur Students have been re-
celving over the last five
years. :

At present a fund raising
campaign is being held to
raise the necessary finance
and any contributions will be
greatly appreciated and can
be sent to the NUAUS office
at 52 Story Street, Parkville.

Applications for the year
will open shortly and I en-
courage all students to parti-
cipate in these schemes. With
fear of repeating myself, the
opportunity presented to you,
is one in a life-time,

(Miss) JO BASSAT,
Travel Officer.

*




Book Reviews

An Infinity of Mirrors

probably
50. No

serspeclive for those w
not live through it
Richard Condon’s

for the Mil
dised an in nee for the Citi
in ot ; 3

atthor

e
itenant - ¢ helm
s q€gms

Rhode of the erman sard Thorphill, as an
vy, and Paule Bernheim, ang
“renich Jew entially the
sidious insanity of the Nazi
progress begins to infiltrate
the their union, ot

and } cho-  short
i ionship e tempts
in parallel witk had
lopment of the op-
minds of the popula-
mass involved

wiuliero
nal eant

ld  reconim
honour { d I i 1 Tongue to an
The final 2 I ] 1 1y weay th s I 11
persoril I

Condon h : J t s d 3 ! : ] £ LE el
remarkably ¢ +d : . S i lepurie: [ : : Maother Tos
1 of : ! act inir 11t epiTate on b dirles Warku
deeply
His nove

mn Heviewn GG g
fiE with t i al : 5. f Puillip G, Vrazer
ng ' il > ‘ollins Boo Garry Joslin

times enterfaining w i Hs situation so that, for m S0 G ¢
= Hoss Laird




Page 8 April Fools Day, 1965

Net na svete khuzhe dury/
nashey matushki tsenzury (no
one in the world is more
stupid than our jolly old cen-
sorship): this was the good-
humored contempt  with
which Russian wits spoke of
Tsarist censorship & century
ago. Like so many other
police-type institutions, cen-
sorship in those days was
clumsily restrictive, bloody-
minded, and mostly plain
stupid, The obtuseness of
many (though, by no means,
all) censors often harmed
their own cause. The Russian
translation of the first volume
of Marx's Capital, for in-
stance, was passed by the
censor in 1872 on the grounds
that it was an obscure and
abstract treatise, without
relevance to conditions in
Russia where free competi-
tion did not exist. And in 1885,
in the midst of Alexander I1I's
repressive reign, another cen-
sor passed the second volume
of Capital with the comment
that it was *““a serious piece of
economic research, compre-
hensible only to specialists”.

Censorship broke down
during the 1905 revolution,
and in 1906 laws were passed
which considerably liberalised
publication: preventive cen-
sorship was abolished alto-
gether; new periodicals could
be launched without authori-
sation, and charges of infring-
ing laws had to be heard in
courts instead of being dealt
with on the administrative
level. All censorship dis-
appeared after the February
revolution of 1917.

A system of censorship
greatly differing from the old-
fashioned Tsarist censorship
was introduced in November,
1917, when the very same
“specialists” who, according
to the hapless Tsarist censor,
were alone capable of com-
prehending Marx's writings,
took over the state machinery
in Russia. One of the first
decrees of the new Bolshevik
Government, issued only two
days after their coup d'etat,
abolished freedom of the
press with one stroke of the
pen.

The decree banned all news-
papers which *“(a) incited
people to resist or disobey the
Workers' and Peasants'
Government; (b) sowed con-
fusion by means of a slander-
ous distortion of facts, and
(c) incited people to acts of
a criminal character”, The
third article of this remark-
able document read: “The
present decree is of a tempor-
ary nature and will be re
ded once normal conditions in
public life have been
stored”,

Whatever else may have
changed in the USSR in the
past 47 years, “normal con-
ditions” have evidently not
yet been restored, The Novem-
ber, 1817, decree still stands.

So much for the press. The
turn of other publications, in-
cluding books, came in June,
1922, with the establishment
of Glavlit, the Central Board
for Literary Affairs and Pub-
lishing.

re-

Look at the very last page
of any Soviet book — a collec-
tion of poems, a learned
treatise, a propaganda pam-
phlet. You will find there cer-
tain references. You will learn
when the particular publica-
tion was sent to the printers,
and when it received its im-

primatur, (And the stretch of
time between these two dates
will teH you how long the
censor needed to scrutinise,
to amend and, finally, to
approve the text.) You will
learn how much paper was
used on the production of the
book in question, the full
address of the printers (state-
owned, of course), and the
number of copies run oif, You
will also see a code figure,
something like A.09918 or

rather improbable, as were
also “divulging state secrets”,
“arousing national and relig-
ious fanaticism" and “porno-
graphy". Among the less usual
reasons were “ideaiogical
weakness”, “mysticism” and
even “non-artistic character".
In other words, censors were
not only appointed to
keepers of political purity and
public morals, but also pro-
moted to the position of
arbiters who were to decide

diah
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M.02100. That is the sigature
of the local Glavlit representa-
tive authorising the produc-
tion of the particular item of
printed matter, a signature
which, by virtue of a decree
of 1931, must appear on the
last papge of each item. No
book, no magazine, no news-
paper, however trivial or
however serious its subject
matter, may appear in the
USSR without such a code
signature, that is, without
having been submitted to the
CENSOT,

To make the procedure
even stricter, it is carried out
in two stages; pre-publication
censorship guarantees that no
undesirable book is published,
while post-publication censor-
ship sees to it that the book
is published in the approved
form and with the censor's
corrections.

The Glavlit was set up in
Lenin's times, but the censor
ship system was perfecte
under Stalin. In 1934 a new
decree streamlined earlier
jurisdiction, It referred not
only to books, but to plays,
films, ballets and the fine arts.
Plays, films, ballets etc. were
to be reviewed by the censors
at least 10 days before their
official premiere. At every per-
formance, the management of
each show had to reserve two
seats for the censors, "not
farther from the stage than
the fourth tow"”. Any play,
film or book could be banned
for a variety of reasons. Some
of these, such as “propaganda
directed against the Soviet
system and the dictatorship
of the proletariat” were per-
haps understandable, though

A

i

what was, and what was not,
art,

Errata slips in Soviet books
are permitted only for minor
typographical errors, not to
exceed 10 in number. Other-
wise, “pages must be torn
out or glued in". In a recent
article Professor Maurice
Friedberg reminded his read-
ers of a particularly glaring
example of the treatment of
major “errata” — the fate of
the article on the late secret
police chief Beria in the fifth
volume of the Large Sovict
Encyclopedia, originaliy pub-
lished in 1850. Following
Beria's execution as a “trai-
tor” in 1953, subscribers to
the Encyclopedia recei
several new pages wit
following instructi
out pages 21 to 24 o
V, including the full-size por-
trait and substitute the en-
closed text for them". The
new text, which was to re-
place Beria's life hist and

of illustrations of the Bering
Sea and articles on Beriot,
Auguste de (a Belgian violin-
ist), and Bergholz, Friedrich-
Wilhelm (an 18th century
courtier in Holstein).

The “thaw"” which followed
Stalin's death in 1953 and the
20th Party Congress in 1956
was marked by a less rigid or
less consistent application of
the censorship laws of the
1830's. But the laws them-
selves have never been re-
pealed. In August, 1863, a
powerful new office, the State
Committee for Publications
under the Council of Minis-
ters of the USSR (Goskomisi

Net na svete khuzhe dury

po pechati) was set up, pre-
sumably to take over the func-
tions of the Glavlit.) (Its pres-
ent holder Mr. P. K. Romanov
was for many years past,
bead of Glaviit). On 15th
September, 1064, Pravda
wrote that this year the new
State Committee was, for the

pe first time, putting into prac-

tice an overall “thematic pro-
duction plan for all types of
literature on a national scale”,

This is an interesting inno-
vation. The Glavlit, whatever
its scope and powers, was
operating largely on preven
tive lines, much as the T'sarist
censorship did. Parallel with
it, however, the idealogical
departments of the Party
were exercising a far more
pernicious, positive or pre-
scriptive type of censorship.
They were coercing or advis-
ing authors, publishers and
editors to follow specific lines
laid down from above, Party
censore have been re-editing
or rewriting the authors’
original copy.

One example: In 1955 the
Iate poet Boris Pasternak
gave permission ‘to the
monthly Novy Mir to publish
a cycle of his poems. One of
these poems contained the
following lines: Sred’ krugov-
rashchenya zemnogo, / rozh-
deniy, skorbey i konchin.
(Amidst the earthly circuit of
birth, suffering and death.)
The Party censor, evidently
displeased with the gloomy
image of human life (“nothing
between birth and death but
suffering?"”), rewrote the last
line as follows: rozhdeniy,
trudov i konchin. (Of birth,
work and death) — right in
line with the Party's concept
of the purpose of man s exis-
tence on earth,

The combination of preven-
tive controls exercised by
such institutions as Glavlit,
with prescriptive guidance
provided by the Ideological
Dcpnrtment of the Central
Committee now provided by
the new Stale Committes,
makes the life of Soviet
writers and, to an even great-
er extent, of Soviet editors,
unmitigated hell, No wonder
men like the courageous
editor of Novy Mir, Alexander
Tvard_ovsky. are driven to
despair. Month after month,
he is fpreed to fight it out with
the negative censors at tue
Glavlit and with the positive
censors in the Ideoiogical
Department. His authors'
copy is either rejected alto-
gether (that appears to be
the fate of the latest cuntribu-
tion by Alexander Solzheni-
tsyn, the author of One Day
the Life of Ivan Denisovich),
or at least, severely eurtailed
(like the last instalment of
Ilya Ehrenburg's memoirs).
The miracle is that Ru
writers continue to write
that Russian editors continue
to fight, and that, despite all
negative and positive controls,
independent, serious work
continues to appear in Soviet
weeklies and monthlies,

Perhaps the explanation of
the miracle is simple: perhaps
people whose vocation is
writing creatively are con-
stitutionally more intelligent
than people whose vocation
i1s control and censorship.

X * *
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nashey matushki tsenzury

A survey of the American
censorship scene covering
books and , fllms,
art, and radio-TV y be-
gins and concludes with the
clear fact that traditional
forms of censorship, govern-
mental bans or prosecutions,
are not today's major pres-
sure points. However, new
and more complex methods
are being substituted, includ-
ing harassment by private
groups, extra-legal coercion
(some direct and some
subtle) and classification of
material for specialised
audiences.

Contrasted with cenuorship
practices in other countries
where total repression of
thought and opinion often
prevails, the record is a good
one, though freedom of audio
and visual expression are still
infringed. But because of long
historical opposition to cen-
sorship as anathema to a free
society and the U.S, Constitu-
tion's protection of the right
of expression, guaranteed by
the First Amendment in the
Bill of Rights, forces within
the American community
have means at their command
to combat attacks on personal
expression.

The liberalising trend is no
more sharply illustrated than
in the battle against state
censorship of motion pictures.
It was not until 1952 that the
United States Supreme Court
reversed its 1915 decision and
ruled that motion pictures not
only provided entertainment
but conveyed ideas and thus
deserved the First Amend-
ment's protection; in the
wake of this decision the high
court has steadily chipped
away at standards used by
state censorship bodies to bar
certain motion pictures from
public performance. Such
criteria as “sacrilegious”,
“prejudicial to the best in-
terests of the city” (a favor-
ite standard used to censor
films supporting racial de-
segregation), “indecent” and
“immoral”, have all been re-
jected by the Supreme Court
as either invading the sacro-
sanct First Amendment area
or being so vague as to violate
the due process requirements
of clear definition.

The Supreme Court has not
said that the standard of ob-
scenity as such is a viola-
tion of the First Amend-
ment, but it has held in several
cases that such a standard has
been improperly applied to
films barred from showing
under state obscenity laws or
decisions of state censorship
boards. Its definition of
obscenity, laid down in the
1957 Roth case, is “whether
to the average man, applying
contemporary )
standards, the dominant
theme of the material taken
as a whole appeals to prurient
interest”. Apparently this is
sufficiently broad for every
banned film decision so far
brought to the Supreme Court
since 1957 to have been re-
versed. The most recent was
last June's decision upsefting
the obscenity conviction of a
Cleveland, Ohio, theatre exhi-
bitor for showing The Lovers,
a prize-winning French film.
It was in this case that the
Court, in addition to holding
the film not obscene, clarified
its definition of obscenity to
declare that the expression
“community standards" is to

be-interpreted as the national
community rather than a local
community. This was a severe
blow to censorship zealots
who rely upon rigid, unsophis-
ticated local juries to reflect
their community attitudes and
win convictions.

Although the clear direction
of Supreme Court decisions
is to void the censoring of any
film with a claim to an artistic
or ideational theme, one
major constitutional hurdle
remains, This is the authority
of a state or local censorship
board to judge a film before
its public exhibition. This
“prior restraint”, the classic
form of governmental censor-
ship, has long been the target
of foes of censorship. In
1961 the Court upheld by a
5—4 vote the right of a local
community (Chicago) to re-
quire film exhibitors to sub-
mit their films in advance to
a municipal board. The close-
ness of the vote, plus the
addition of two new justices
to the Court, offer hope that a
fresh challenge would be more
successful, A new case, in-
volving Maryland’s state cen-
sorship board, will be decided
by the Supreme Court in its
1964-65 Term; another, con-
cerning Virginia’s state
agency, is winding its way
through the courts.

Even if the power of state
bodies to pass on films before
their public showing is not
voided by the Supreme Court,
the narrow limits already
placed on their activities by
court decisions will probably
prevent the rise of a new
wave of official censorship.
High court rulings in recent

years have sapped the strength
of these boards. Pennsylvania
has eliminated its board com-
pletely and New York, Kan-
sas, Maryland and Virginia,
the only states with official
censorship units, have seen
their scope drastically re-
duced. And while censorship
agencies still Aourish in many
cities, some of the more out-
landish examples, such as the
old-time one-man (or woman}
censors in Atlanta, Georgia,

and Memphis, Tennessee have
either retired, died or been
replaced by boards sensitive
to Supreme Court thinkipg
and developing other methods
to achieve their aims.
Paralleling the Supreme
Court’s concern for safeguard-
ing freedom of thought and
expression on the screen is
its repeated refusal to accept
local or state book-bans un-
less they clearly fall within
its obscenity definition as
established in the Roth case
(See above for the Court's
exact standard.) Although
that decision upheld the con-
stitutionality of the federal
law barring so-called obscene
matter from the mails, a sec-
tion of the opinion warned
that material of “redeeming
social importance” would not
be outside the pale. Thus the
Supreme Court has turned
aside obscenity convictions of
distributors and sellers of
controversial books and
magazines depicting lurid sex,
homosexuality, and nudity
and sun bathing. The Courl
strongly emphasised its basic
position list June when it
overrode lengthy and widely-
publicised bans against Henry
Miller’s The Tropic of Cancer,
by ruling it was not obsceneg

The censorship course
travelled by Miller's frank
autobiographical portrayal of
his life in France in the 30's
vividly illustrates the shifting
tides of book censorship. It
also points up the conflict
which the American federal
system creates between states
and the national government,
and states among themselves,
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When the Miller book was
first published in 1934, U.S,
Customs officials refused to
allow it entry. However, fol-
lowing the Supreme Court's
Roth decision, the Depart-
ment of Justice announced in
1961 that under the prevailing
Judicial standards the boox
could not be regarded as
obscene, and Grove Press, the
American publisher of Tropic
of Cancer, would not be a
target of government prosecu-

tion. Despite this high govern-

ment ruling which concerned

only federal action, many
local communities did bar
distribution and sale of the
book, usually through prose-
cution of local booksellers
under state and local ob-
scenity laws. Grove Press
estimated that more than 50
prosecutions were started.
The different opinions held by
federal and local officials were
matched by state Supreme
Courts which also divided in
their evaluation of the book's
artistic merit. Before the U.S.
Supreme Court handed down
its ruling, high courts in New
York, Florida and Illinois
ruled the book was obscene,
while their counterparts in
California, Massachusetts and
Wisconsin took the opposite
view.

The U.S. Supreme Court
has also crippled another arm
of state censorship, this time
in the area of pocket books
and magazines, sold primarily
in local book, drug and candy
stores. In 1963 it held that
the Rhode Island Commission
on Morality in Youth, a state
agency empowered to draw
up lists of books that it regar-
ded as “objectionable” to
youths under 18, had exceeded
constitutional boundaries.
Upon receipt of the notice
the distributor retrieved all
copies of the listed publica-
tions, which also denied them
to adult readers. Such lists
would also be circulated to
local book wholesalsrs and
police chiefs.

The Court held that “The
Comunission’s operations are
a form of effective staze regu-

lation superimposed on the
State's criminal regulation of
obscenity and making such
regulation largely unneces-
sary. In thus obviating the
need to employ criminal sanc-
tions, the stafe has at the
same time eliminated the safe-
guards of criminal process . . .
What Rhode Island has done
in fact, has been to subject
distribution of publications to
a system of prior administra-
tive restraints”. Stripped of

legal verbiage, the Court
decision meant that a new
kind of i

obscenity statutes, an especi-
ally offensive practice because
it denied book distributors
the due process protections
given in a criminal prosecu-
tion, including a hearing or
right of appeal at which the
book could be defended. The
circulation of “bad"” book
lists also smacked of official
censorship. Only Georgia has
a similar moradty commis-
sion but the Court's stand, in
eflect, was a warliing to other
states that such commissions
would run afoul of constitu-
tional barriers.

The successes scored in the
judicial arena have not
created an optimistic assump-
tion that censorship con-
straints have ended com-
pletely; such optimism would
be false. The battle continues,
only on more subtle levels,

In the film and book-maga-
zine fields ,although official
censorship bodies have taken
a battering, pro-censorship
forces within local communi-
ties are exerting strong pres-
sure on local police and dis-
trict attorneys to arrest and
prosecute under existing state
and local obscenity statutes.
Although many of these laws
include the fatal defect of
vagueness that the Supreme
Court has held to be a viola-
tion of due process, in many
states clarifying language has
amended these statutes. More-
over, while some theatre
managers and booksellers are
aware of the publicity value
of police ralds and prosecu-
tions, the necessary time and
heavy financial outlay re
quired for defence in a
criminal trial often deters
them from scheduling and
stocking controversial films
and books that may arouse
police ire.

Despite the heavy blows
struck at state censorship
agencies, the search continues
for some kind of machinery
to involve government in
evaluating films. The latest
gambit is the effort to author
ise state classification of suit-
able films for showing to
children of certain ages, a
method used in Britain and
many other countries. Oppon-
ents of censorship have
sharply eriticised this pro-
posal as nothing but censor-
ship in disguise, as a state
body must pass on a film-
maker’s product and the
decision as to what films a
child sees should be rese
for parents, noi a government
poard. On the practical side
there is also a difficult enfor
ment problem. Since cl:
cation proposals grade films
according to age levels theatre
managers must decide wheth-
er a teenage film-goer is 16, 17
or 18 years old.

So far classification legisla-
tion has been defeated in the
New York, New Jersey and
Missouri state legislatures,
but ecivil liberties orgenisa-
tions and the film industry’s
major trade association, the
Motion Picture Association of
America, are anticipating new
legislative thrusts, particu-
larly at the municipal level
where the idea has already
caught on. Some Hollywood
producers have urgea an in-
dustry-wide system of self-
classification as a compromise
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Many years before Romulus
and Remus founded Rome,
several of the cultures of the
East had reached a state of
material sophistication which
satisfied the be require-
ments of the labourer, and in
the case of India, could main-
tain in a state of richness ra-
rely experienced since, a class
of landowners and Maharani.

Around them, as did the pri-
vileged European classes ma-
ny centuries later, they ga-
thered splendid courts of en-
tertainers and musicians, and
gave patronage to seers and
wise men.

With most of their material
wants satisfied, it became the
tendency of these men not to
turn to experimentation, but
rather to meditation and in-
trospection, ing them-
selves and striving to make
contact with the inner spirit
of their being. i

They found a realm of
thought and a world within
themselves which is hard for
the European mind to appre-
clate. Then they
forms of self expression. They
chanted and they intoned,

could express mor

the sut and shades
it which pervaded

given mood of meditation.

They took an important part

of

in religious services and cele-
brations and performed be-
fore those who would call
themselves cultured,

And it was at one or an
other of the apexes of Indian
civilisation, that the sitar, the
tabla, and the tamoura were
evolved., Today these form
the basis of most Indian Clas-
stcal recitals.

The sitar is the most popu-
lar and sensitive of all Indian
musical instruments and the
most difficult to master. But
not only is the sitar remark-
able for its musical capacity.

form is seen part
of the history of musiec, and,
inextricably entwined. the
growth of civilisation. It has
a base of two pumpkin shell
sound hoxes separated by a
length of hollow keyboard
and these seem to represent
the time when the primitive
villager sought to express his
emotions other than vocally,
and used those natural ob-
jects closest to him.

The six or seven playing
strings and nineteen sympa-
thetic resonating  strings
drawn from fine steel show
man's interest in the artistic
and his urge for continual re-
inement,

The highly polist
I

acceplance as
of the cultured society

Shankar

The tabla is the most popu-
lar two piece drum in Indgia,
and it too, by skilful pressure
from the palms can produce
a variety of tones which have
in the past, amazed Western
jazz musicians,

The tambour
five stri

is a four or
g instrument shapad
ng like a lute, which
while its essential function i
to provide the drone inh
in all Indian music, can it
produce subtle variations on
a theme, in a tone something
akin to the upper notes of a
base.
And le from
there had been
nents of th i
there w
For Ra ;
prica of complete mastery of
i complex instrument
L worldly

© to a remote

fore he felt
e to his in-
strument in public
Ravi and his companions
y widely

sovernment that,
tion with the A.B.C
lebrity  Orchestral
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solution, but even this smacks
of coercive pressure which
could result in inhibiting
creative artists from frzely
tackling bold themes, includ-
ing controversial social i
This fear is aggravated by ti
present Y - suppor
MPAA Code. While some
its teeth have been dulled
recent years, taboos still
operate, and the treatment of
certain subjects only in “good
taste” is also regarded as =
restrictive influence on the
freedom of writers and pro-
ducers. On the other hand,
the Code has confirmed the
purpose of its creation, to act
as a deterrent against national
government censorship of
films.

While dire warnings of the
harmful moral effects of films
featuring viclence, crime, and
sex are heard and sporadic
suggestions are made for
some form of federal control
of films, the industr self-
censorship has su r
forestalled such attacks,

The major censorship de-
velopment in the post-World
War II period has been the
rise of private grouy
in & variety of we
pressure to remo
public view
regard as
groups have a re

Church, and s
over what they re 1 at
loosening of moral standards,
an increase in violence and
crime, and a rising tide of
juvenile delinquency. This
evidence of the general social
unrest of the last 20 years is,
in the eyes of such groups,
traced in large measure to the
“pad” books and magazines
to which young people are
exposed. Such exposure has
increased with the tremen-
dous growth of the pocket
book and juvenile magazine
market, which finds its main
customers in candy stores
near schools and homes.
There is no clear-cut scienti-
fic proof definitely showing a
casual relationship between
anti-social  behaviour and
visual materials, and expert
psychologists are widely split

and "bad"” books, but eschews
direct economic pressures.
However, its lists are fre-
quently used without permis-
sion by ad hoc local groups.

The most vocal organisation
demanding action against
“bad" books is the Citizens
for Decent Literature, a grow-
ing national organisation with
strong roots in the three

jor religious faiths, und in
veterans organisations and
women's clubs, The CDL disa
vows any form of direct
economic boycott such as
“seals of approval”, and ex-
horts its followers to use
their freedom of expression
to persuade local dealers not
to stock offensive books; to
convince local police of the
need for vigorous enforce.
ment of anti-obscenity laws;
to round up expert wimesses
in obscenity trials who will
testify to the harmful impact
of books on young children;
and to create a climate of
community opinion that will
demand “action”. Civil liber-
tarians in such organisations
as the American Civil Liber-
ties TUnion, the American
Book Publishers Council and
the American Library Associa-
tion, while defending the
CDL’s right of expression, are
worried that the CDL's pro-
gram falls outside constitu-
tionally - protected rights.
There have been too many in-
stances of CDL-stimulated
police pressure on local news-
dealers to remove certain
books without invoking an
obscenity statute, The CDL
has also claimed credit for
making the U.S. Post Office
Department pursue a stiffer
obscenity prosecution policy,
especially after many of the
Department’s administrative
actions were criticised by the
courts, and even in Congress.

Anxiety over relaxing moral
standards, combined with
strong anti-Communist senti-
ment, produced a heavy cen-
sorship barrage against public
libraries and public school
textbooks and libraries, This
type of censorship reflects
lingering isolationist attitudes
which express themselves as
protest against American par-
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tivipation in international
affairs. It has flowered since
super-patriotic and ultra-right
organisations have pinpointed
libraries and schools as
special targets. Dermands for
the removal of books by such
well-known authors as J. D,
Salinger, John O'Hara, Calder
Willingham, Max Lerner and
Arthur Schlesinger Jr. have
been rife, especially in smal-
ler ‘communities where rapid
social change, illustrated by
American involvement in the
far reaches of the world,
threatens the status quo.
“Liberal” books and auth-
ors have always been a tar-
get for troubled parents who
see new and non-conformist
ideas as a danger to their
mode of living. The pressures
of modern society heighten
such feers. Uninformed par
ents, some of whom have not
read the books they complair
about, repeat the strictures o,
such organisations as Amer
ica’s Future and the Daughters
of the American Revolution,
who urge library boards and
school principals to eliminate
books that are “favorable to
Communists”, “arouse senti-
ments contrary to the Ameri-
can way" or are “obscene and
undermine sexual maorality".
Librarians, through their pr
fessional associations, still
have to assert their profes
sional responsibility to evalu
ate books to be purchased
and stress the fundamental
connection between the f
dom to read and the mainicn.
ance of a democratic society
In spite of continuous pres:
sure, the challenge of text.
book and library censorship
is being met. As the McCarthy
era of the 1950's demonstra-
ted, when community tension
Tises against any kind of in-
tellectual activity, it takes real
courage to face the mob, but
this courage is now increas
ngly evident.
The cultural explosion
which has marked the post-
war American scene, shown
by burgeoning interest in
museuwmns, music and the
theatre, has brought about a
deepening understanding that
the artist cannot create if the
censor's hatchet hangs over
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his head. Vestigial reminders
do exist, such as Boston's
mayoralty assistant who re-
quired Edward Albee to cut
certain passages of his play,
Who's Afraid of Virginia
Woolf, or police harassment
of avant-garde poets in New
York's Greenwich Village or
San Francisco's North Beach
But art is now popular enter-
tainment for the masses, and
apart from occasional com-
plaints of nudity in paintings,
official  pressures  against
artists have withered.

While the overall picture is
more favorable to [reedom of
expression, problem areas re-
main, some of which pose
new and complicated ques-
tions to a society that prides
itself on the right to speak out
and which has to be fully in-
formed if it is to make demo-
cratic government work. One
of these problems is the
perennial conflict over govern-
ment regulation of radio and
television by the Federal
Communications Commis-
sion. While such regulation
may be accepted as normal
government activity in other
countries, stations with an
economic interest in their
publicly - licensed channels
frown on government efforts
to see il their programing
serves the “public interest,
convenience and ne v,
Cries of censorsnip are heard
whenever the FCC seeks to
encourage diversity by re
questing information on pro-
graming or by laying down
broad policy guides. Consider-
ing the bland diet of “contro-
versial” discussion that is
now fed the American radio-
TV audience, one might argue
for more rather than less
government interest in assur-
ing balanced discussion that
will allow people to judge
social _issues more intelli-
gently. But each decision of a
government agency that in
volves a creative Process
carries with it the seed of
censorship, which must not
be implanted. The battle will
continue as new techniques of
spreading information — in-
cluding international tele-
vision — are developed.
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MOUNTBATTEN

JENDS
FIELD L STREAM
s HALF, 2or & For

KENTUCKY CLUB ARGMATIC

(t:n‘ic(?'f CLLE GOLDEN. MIXTURE
PRINCE ALBERT. Zor & Toa BOSTON - 5Hb
CHMWOND BEST

REVELATION W RiSH
DA

COMDOR SLICED
RICH _;.mx HOMETDEW—

qu.l t RIT
THREE CROWMS
WO FLAKES
SWEET TRISH HOSE
ERINMORE—

mx‘mnt

AKE
mck " QUAID
BRIDLE BIT
HARVEST GOLD

L] wTCH
AMPHO!
LIRr)Wh FLAKE
BRC JWN RUBBED.,
B lnl ARQMYIC ? ag
RED FULL ARDMATIC
LI?ESYILI
WHITE O

BROWN_RIPE BROWN ¥
GOLD-—MEDILUM FLAKE . 1oz

# GAS LIGHTERS—Ronson Repair Service

D 51 =
AT .ll‘l'.\ll!)—mld Mad & Full

MUBRAY'S MELLOW MIXTURE

VICE REGAL
Mo 75

Ho. A7
Mo &1

[
JOUTHERN CROSS
IMPERIAL CROWN

FRE. RUBBED

AROMATIC v 5

FLAKE
LEGATICH—

IXTURE

FLAXE
IMPORTED CIGARETTES
W AMERICAN

BOTTERDAM SHAG
A riU}L\ SHAG

CAMEL
CHESTERFIELD KiNG & REGLLAR
EENT

M STH. AFRICAN
WAYSIDE

W HEW ZEALAND
KALRI, F.C.

B pUTCH REINIA PLAING
MOLLAND HOUSE ARCMAT I «ALnN SOBRANIE
HOLLAND HOUSE VIRGINE

B AUSTRALIAN LoKS o
CAPSTAM MED. & V.5 TING ‘f‘_'l"us"":‘ ' & 354
BUTLERS- .:um. BOOK  Mi%ED

T AL'YPS0

BRANDY ovsTICK
KENSITAS
FLAYERS
SENIOR " sERvIC

+ LARGE RANGE OF PIPES—Parker, Kikos, Full Mesrschaum, Falcon, Duncan Deltas

& PIPE REPAIRS % PIPES MADE TO ORDER. % SPARE BOWLS, MOUTH PIECES, STEMS, ETC

4 ELECTRIC RAZORS—Spare parts and repairs to all makes

PRINGES HIGHWAY, CLAYTON NORTH ( opposite State School )
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Of course, not all creative activity

requires alcoholic stimulation.

In fact, as both Brendan Behan
and Dylan Thomas realised,

could at times hamper one'’s

abilities in many spheres.

However, whether you wish to
hamper yourself, or some
other party who is obviously in
need of some relief from
stress (of work, etc.) you will
find all you need, almost,

at the Notting Hill Hotel
(including a new bar, opening
9th March)

“CAMPUS SERVICE CENTRE

your “SHELL” dealer

U. V. Wallbrunn
CORNER DANDENONG AND NORTH EOADS.

port to and from the University.

TELEPHONE 544 2632

Pick-up and Delivery Bervice for motorists, trans-

“ 1y nu\‘

Aupstralls’s Largest Muotual Life Office for:
Suneul\nmll n, Life Assurance, Family In-
v rn't.mmn & Chudren's Edu.
eatlun P icles, Annuities, Fire General
Insurance.

Representative: John C. Taylor. 62 0201

STUDENTS

Filing Cabinets and all Furniture
Desks Chairs

New and Secondhand st very low prices

Available from
S. H. MITCHELL
102 High St., 5t. Kilda

Phone 94 1443 AH, 211 5798

DISTANCE LENDS
ENCHANTMENT ...

r not only to a view, but to o holiday os well, The
further you go the more of o chonge it mokes, A
foraway holiday rakes you right out of your routine
ond gives you so much to. remem

If you haven't decided where you want to go, for
a wide choice, drive over to:—

COOKS WORLD TRAVEL SERVICE
56 THE MALL, CHADSTONE SHOPPING CENTRE
TELEPHONES: 56-1059, 56-6059,

Look at this Suave, happy chappy
(he remts dinner suits)
Wouldn’t you like to be happy, too ?
(he rents dinner suits)
Well dressed, like what he is?
(he rents dinner 4)
Able to face the world, unafraid ?
(at & mere £2 a time, he rents dinner suits)
A Vision of Sartorial Splendour ?
(cheapest suit rented in Victoria)
The Epitome of Elegance ?
(he also sells men’s wear and dinner suits)
You would ?
Then get some money and
Rent Dinner Suits
(failing this, contact Brian Ferrari Men’s Wear,

381 North Road, Caulfield, and rent one for yourself)
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for the finest & friendliest in bankiné service NUA“S

Are you one of the rare individuals who wish to do something worthwhile and
altruistic with their spare time? Then the NUAUS is the place for you. The following areas

of interest all have vacancies:—
NUAUS
ADST

wus

NEW GUINEA
ANTEAPARTHEID
ABSCHOL

VFTS

If you don't know what these letters mean, or if you are interested See
R THARUM DITT™™WN AT THE SRC OFFICE

Are there any students at Monash who would be prepared to save a bloke from a very

MONASH UNIVERS[TY BRANCH painful death? Namely, overwork last year. This committee was run single-handed by the

chairman who with the growing responsibilities of his office has found the help of n
committee imperative, He needs people with a flair for sophisticated diplomacy and &

) desire to run meetings. Anyone with novel ideas and lunch time talke will be welcomed
UNION BUILDING with bpen hands, ‘
SEE: DAVID COFFEY SRC OFFICE

@ EXTENDED SAVINGS BANK HOURS: CATERING REPRESENTATIVE

WANTED
Mgnda .Frlda 9 a.m. to 5 m A sufferer from indigestion, malnutrition, and all the associated sympioms of Cal. oo

¥ y p.m. The SRC needs an individusl who is thoroughly dissatisfied with the current
situation at Monash to fill a vacancy on the union catering committee. Here is a prime
opportunity for frustrated esters and gourmandizers to remedy the current chaotie situation

. TRADING BANK HOURS' APPLICANTS APPLY SRC OFFICE

Monday - Thursday 9.30 a.m. to 3 p.m. PuBLlc HELATIOHS

Fridays 9.30 a.m. to 5 p.m.

We need students for the [ollowing jobs
" {a) ADVERTISING:

® A FULL-TIME TRAVEL OFFICER

is in attendance to arrange
local and overseas travel bookings

. We need two of you

See
APPLY GREG CRAWFORD SRC OFFICE

WANTED

Transport to Corner Dandenong Rd. - Chapel 5t.
Share Costs
PHONE 51 3541

B -a’ |
- JOIN MONASH
CHEQUE & SAVINGS ACCOUNTS ARCHERS

ACTIVITIES it 1 .
L ﬁv‘ MORRIS MINOR || Spc ELECTIONS
]

g

Do you long for a lguor license at union nights?
Would you like n union night?
Have you sought rhythm and blues with your coffee instead of follk singers?

Perfect Mechanical Order
Join the SBC Activities Committee and clean things up?

£100 or Offer Is Your Chance

BLACKWELL SERVICE STATION

Cur. Blackburn & Wellington R, It's Your MOI‘IBY

SEE IAN WALLIS
(He's nobody, but he’ll tell you who to see next)

USED CARS 3 e
DEANS [3EF i

; LOW DEPOSITS )
7 i REYNOLDS the most ortant people
3% Thomas Street

| MONASH UNIVERSITY = Phone Dande. 21934
AH, Ml

_— to know are

: r
Textbooks and additional ; KIRK S Of CLAYTON
reading on the Humanities, ; YOUR LOCAL DEALER

Sciences and the Arts Digdis e Mathousnw's:lending: et supply ; .4 KIRK’S WANT YOUR PRESENT VEHICLE
centre — have been for years. - d

Reason. All your material needs are 1 ] For deposit or part payment on o new Hillman Imp.
catered for fully — intelligent attention is

. ded to you — of
See us for all your Stationery tachnigues. e e

." REMEMBER ! FOR DEMONSTRATIONS
*'@ o ANYWHERE, ANYTIME,
Ty

a ¢ You will always find the precise tool you
i
requirements want at Deans. Call or ring. M. Ly

Deans are Melbourne’s Central GRADUATION r

T irere. Slids Rl Art Supply Centre PORTRAITS KIRK'S Of CLAY TON

ypewriters, Slide Rules, R e e s HERMES STUDIOS Authorised Rostes Direct Dealers,

. 365 Neerim Road,

Drawing sets and boards P y— R izeinséc‘;fisé Cnr. Dandenong and Cloyton rds., Clayton,
i 544 (128, Aft. Hrs. 53 1918,

344 LITTLE COLLINS STREET. FHONE MU E91.

AH. 58 4185
12/8223
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Our Obsolete

Armies

Basicslly, an army 18 an or-
ganisation kept in reserve for
a time of war. The State that
maintains a standing army
does so on the understanding
that its army will possess the
capacity to defeat likely ene-
mies. In Australia, for exam-
ple, the strength of the armed
forces is slight, and because
of this Australia must parti-
cipate in alliances in order to
obtain realistic defence. No
country will ccnsciously al-
low itself to remain in & posi-
tion where it cannot but be
defeated in a predictable con-
flict. The tacit assumption be-
hind an army is that it will
win, To this end its leader-
ship, training and equipment
are meticulously improved. In
the event of military defeat
the army will have failed in
its sovereign task of achiev-
ing victory.

At this time the West is
having to accept the unplea-
sant fact that, for all the mo-
ney and effort it is putting
into the maintenance of its
armies, a number of military
challenges that have arisen
since World War I : gone
unanswered. At this very time
the US is unsuccessfully try-
ing to achieve, at least parily
with an unconventional enemy
in South Vietnam., Much is
made of the fact that the Ha-
noi regime in the North is ac-
tively supporting the Viet
Cong. Indeed, the evidence
seems to indicate that this is
unquestionably the case, and
has been ever since 1954,
when, on their return to the
North, the Viet Minh left be-
hind the cadres that were to
initiate the Viet Cong rebel-
lion. On the other hand the
U.S. freely admits spending
some million dollars a day on
South Vietnam. The plain
fact is, that whatever Hanoi
is spending on its support for
the Viet Cong, it is only a
fraction of what the Ameri-
cans are spending on the
Vietnamese Army. This mas-
sive expenditure has so far
achieved no tangeable results

in the war against the Viet
Cong. In short then, this
costly army, with its U5, ad-
visers, is not fulfilling its all-
important role as a winning
army. It is not difficult to
appreciate the sort of fear
voiced by Richard Nixon,
when he warned that: “"US.
defeat will confirm the Chin-
ese Commu contention
that the United States is.
readily susceptible to defeat
by terrorism, subversion and
guerrilla warfare.”

The Vietnam case, of
course, is not an isolated ex-
ample, for since World War
IT these seems to have arisen
an alarming predilection for
this type of warfare. In the
revolutionary situation it has
figured successfully in Cuba,
Indochina and Alperia, The
Huks in the Philippines and
the Communist Terrorists in
Malaya were only defeated be-
cause the anti-guerrillas had
complete numerical superi

and had gained the
i conceivable
ition to this, it
is to be borne in mind that
the Malayan emergency began
in 1948, and Commonwealth
troops are still on active ser-
vice along Malaya’s northern
border, in an eflort to stamp
out the last vestiges of the
terrorrisis. Seldom have the
defeated been able to remain
at large so long,

Many experts have advo
cated that the type of con-
ventional army the West has
been used to, should give way
to ‘“guerrilla combat units"”,
if wars of the future are to be
won.  Secldiers must become
accustomed to the fact that
bullets do not account for
much in this sort of war. A
guerrilla movement is like an
icebérg: nine-tenths of it re-
main unnoticed because the
conventional army is not in-
terested in things it can't
shoot at. So the ideological

mainspring of guerriia
strenth lies below the water
line out of harms way.
Colonel Roger' Tringuier
experienced French offic
has explained: “Warfare
now an interlocking syste
dctions — political, eco
psychological, military—that
aims at the overthrow of the
establishment authority in a
country and its replacement
by another regime". So it i
that armies must cdevelop new
dimensions of thought, and
may well have to look, not to
generals, bul to scholars, for
leadership. Gradually the
strategists are recognisi
that war is no longer for me
physical military objectives,
but for the souls of people.
The army must now take
heed of the all-important
civilians, instead of brusi-
ing them aside in the drive
to gain ground.

The whole concept of
guerrilla warfare runs coun-
ter to the Ilong-established
principles of conventional sol-
diering. The idea of “hit and
run”, the precccupation with
gaining popular support, the
disinterest in holding towns
and cities, the readiness to re-
eard difficult physical condi-
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tions as an ally rather than
my, and the view that
is just a manocuvre
10t a disgrace, are ideals
undamentfal to the guerriila
n, the conventional army

most of all the in
i of its lines of supply,
st the guerrilla adopts
attitude that the enemy
is the principle source of
supply. Thus, in terms of
supply he is not as vulner-
able as his opponent, In
fact, all his tactics are direct-
ed towards making himsell
invulnerable to the maximum
degree possible. That the
strategy of the paramilitary
force tends to undermine
conventional strategy, has
been highlighted by the ab-
ject failure of the French
“Navarre Plan" in Indochina.
Aimed al crinpling the Com-
munist Viet Minh, this opera-
tion ended in the defeat of
, and the [all of
storic Dien Bien Phu in
In this action the Viet
captured or killed
16,200 French Union troops.
The elite, highly - trained
French Expeditionary Force
as defeated by an army of
s. In what terms can

this paradox be resolved?
Certainly this example
serves to show that, by itself,

the

modern  military  material
does not win the unconven-
tional war. While Western
litary improvement has
n left to the ballistics ex-
Communist cour s,
I :ularly of the Chinese-
dominated group, have put
their military development
into the hands of strategists
propaganda experts
brilliant strategic and ta
thinking of men like Mae Tse-
tung and Vo Nguyen Giap has
caught us at a disadvantage,
in that their military thought
has greater potency than our
technological development in
weapons and eguipment
Militarily, we have gambled
and lost. Extreme caution
must be exercised in the days
that lie ahead, until there has
been time to properly assess
the situation and reorientate
thinking on warfare. In par-
ticular, the desire to send U.S.
or Allied ground forces to
South Vietnam should be re-
sisted for the present. Any
ill.considered deployment of
troops in this area could
prove disastrous. It is to be
hoped that the Australian
Government has no plans to
send young conscripts on
such errands of military
folly.

—HUGH GREEN
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Is Australia Really

Progressary ?

2 1L' lia is a young coun-
Y the usual excuse of-
f&,rcﬂ for the lack of Progres-
sw( t1uu§._h.r and planning in
however, the
ecoming hackney-
il a ru\r pmp]e are hz-
ginning to ask, "So what?” It
sad state of affaris that
] only a few peog
ioning the lack of a pro-
["TL& ive element in politics,
¢ and general life, Con-
has become the
national religion
igma attached
on and radicalism,
The conservative streak
the Australian’s nature n
two ways. One is a sort of con-
tempt for beld polic
] i 5. The othe
blie &

phmni’

faustmlmn
and there
to pro

Austrs 15
tural ques
one to in-

the

Cominu-

the lack of pm-
/e though
lians can be see
Ing two aspects of comn
nity 1 namely culture
snd politics

There is very little that can
be said about Australia’s
cultural activities — there are
s0 few activities; however, a
few examlpes will illustrate
the point. Firstly, the Mel
bourne Symphony Or¢
tra’s members are all public
servants who cannot 3 di
missed and can only oe re-

die,

fore the conductor has litt
control over them. For
reas the famous Fre
conductor George '1n,)1m

left Melbourne after he had
cleared his ua:lhﬂa!mn to the
State, Tripine
the world's lntfr
preter of Debu t he was
not allowed to present any uf
Debussy’s work as it
considered too rr\n(h_ n to b
appreciated by

this was al'lf‘ll'-i'lt.]" of

‘Ul i

tion — that is to say disgust
mixed with mc' ;:r“\hnn and
very little

Russell Elt.l

swear-words and obscenities
and is poing to file a petition
with Sir Reobert Menzies to
nave the play banned.

Mr. Rus=ell's attitude
would be laughable if it
wasn't just an
of the gene
audiences.
vorcee,

‘-.rﬂ]‘l’lll;.[]}., ( ne in
ried couple arguing

It can bhe arsued that Aus
tralia has many great names
in cultural groups such as
Sutherland in opera, Help-
mann in ballet, Nolan and
Boyd in art to mvnlrnn a few.
However, these ar all be-
came famous despite their
cultural environment in Aus-
tralia and they had to go
overseas to make their name.

On the political and social
side of Australian life  the
conservatism is ev more
striking. Take for mple
the State and Fede par-
liaments, In N.SW, the same
party has been in power for
twenty-four years in Tasma
nia twenty-four years, in S.A,
the govermm has th'.-mgvrl

a 1!].1[

exE

hands for the first time n
twenty-seven years. The Men-
zies Government has been in
power for sixteen years and
looks like remaining in power.
Stability a guality all na-
tions need but Australia’s con-
servatistmn  is  choking  the
country with its no-change at-
titude. A government which
is in pnwcr for too long be-
comes weak and ineflective
and A\U‘:![‘:llb governments
are no exception.

On the social front two
ominous figures loom bulk
large, They are the infamous
Norman Banks and his 1
well known but equally ig-
noble friend, Eric DButler.
Their reactionary and facist
behaviour ell known to all
and the no need to ela
borate on their exploits. The
point is that they operate
with a certain amount of su

d little public oppos

this once agein is

ation of the conser
iety in Australia.

pt as fact Aus-

tralia’s conservative outlook,
it i ill not good enoug
ptance of the fact i

cess of starting to think pro-
gressively, This is the pro-
vince of the educationalists
and parents. However, it
is obvious that it is time for
new ideas, it is time for Aus-
tralia’'s “New Frontier”; a
faneciful idea considering the
tradition of beer and football.

let us hopefully look for-
ward to the end of the Ming
dynasty and to the beginning
of a new, youthful, strong,
progressive leadership that
will bring Australia out of its
present medioerity and make

e world
ions like
make it
let us
indivi-
h up

a

it a top nation in t

Let us forget expre

“fair enough” and
erfect”, and finally
1 sirive to 1‘E-‘L,Ol‘uu

is a m\l which is
shile striving for,
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Yes, Australia
country and for
reason we should th‘n'l' ‘md
act progressively instead ur
sitting on our laurels.
time i= rwhl for r)l inning this
country’s future in the world,
otherwise there will be no fu-
ture for Australia and we be
submerged into oblivion.

Michael Weis.

Educational

There are at this university
890 proud secondary student-
ship holder representing a
potentially ApHJl“’it group
ing of 25% of the '>t11de-r|l po-
pulation wh
beneficiaries of the Edu
Department { henc
known as the “Department”

But, why do these students
choose teaching as a career?
A pupil might in some rare in-
stances be influenced by

example or pers
en he states, |

has alv

wanted to
teacher, 2

1 may he
school a h
red enviromnme
does not want

or, unfortun

Y ift into teaching
uav he can think of nothi
The extent or actual pe

who ac-

main te d(.ht‘r‘l ‘within the Edu-
Department is as I sus-
pect very low, There is a pre-
valent feeling of contempt
and frustration at the pater-
nalism and bureaucrs
crastination of the

: on “Bondsmen
t edition of vour

was & 1--1‘rLr'1r‘k
impatient jou

ill regret the va-

le, some

ability 1 y of:

:l|

newspa

2 when ’.t a

rticle much
and hard-h

have been far

later
maorg
ting
more

I would
vious ar
system
provision
and

= must

¥ be placed wit!
in the conte i

amendments to the
T tem then we must
show 111.1| of injustice
do occur

courses 15 (‘
Mr. Harold jeant
stated that “we make it very
clear t studenis that
while we allow them io do
certain courses of 1]101[ own
.hr.mm‘. we do require a
proporiion of courses o
rected towards teach-

Mediocricy

ing." But, what does this
mean in practice? Three ex-
amples of departmental stu-
dents who came against this
ulation will probably suf-
()np ‘-'.tu[il‘l‘,l who won
1 A
umsed pc.m]
honours in
whilst another who won t
exhibtion in Politics I[
refused permission {o
s TIT, Ar H}'IPT‘ st

student
purely 5
and not 1'nt1-‘r the contro! of
the department, whilst study-
ing their degree. And this, of
course, is not so.

Dur second problem con-
cerns the much stated Section
415 of the Con tion Act
Amendment_ Act, which has
been an effective and efficient
gag. In short, critism of the
public service by any of its
employees could lead to a
i relegation or dismissal,

1950 and 1965 no

action has ever

a student

at university o
Education Ds

artment, and

Department

this is indicative not of the
tolerance of the Departrment
but of the fr 7
of students 5

and livelihood wf’JLllr]
riously thre i

dared voic

ing behind this one, hm

student is forced tc

studentship. No one is

to join the Education De pan

T wwistence of
V.T.U.

rospects of

:I'l(l

']1&-' meeting

nes of tr prof
i ) whase ostens-
F purpose is at -
other and making
ions to the Teach-

er's Trnmn.‘l

& paternal bene-
volence of the Eduecation De-
partment which is a sicken-
ing reminder to all student-
ship holders of its antiquated
reasoning. The 1964 final as-
semhbly for studentship hol-

ders at this university
persuaded by a peneral tone
of “aren't we wonderful” in-
terspersed with dry jokes
and cautions to reluctant
ears about road safet And

nevolence the T

evitable incidents of bureau-
cratic bitchins and petii-
ness which manifest them-

selves as they must. One stu-

it report to pick up his
pay chegue id without  a
birc, was 1 ed the loan of
one, and compelled Lo pur
chase a newv

Thus burs
Lumdh'-.u aracteris-
1ip  hol-

o uhtnd with, and

court of

I hope to
those students who are the
rable felons of a medie-
hrowback., 1 am a3 belie-
rather strange prin-

en to Depart-

called

yeech”, and I

to this prin-




S.R.C. Vice President Arrested
We Love you, Pete

On  Sunday
March, Pete Ste
president of lhe
arrested : ct
ran pol

geizTel

on for offen-
sive behaviour., Arrested with
h were Kim Lynch, Arts
student and member of the
Red Onions Ja Band, and
his girl friend. They were in
jail from 12 pm. to 3 am,
when they were released on
bail.

The case was brought up on
the following Tuesday and the
charges were dismissed on
police evidence alone. Steed-
man, Lynch and their six wit

were not called on

The police alleged that
Steedman and Lynch were
fighting in the road outside
the Fat Black Pussy Cat and
that the girl had assaulted a
policeman while he was try-
ing to get them into the car
Steedman and Lynch offered
no resistance,

In th
the police it was
that Steedman an 3
W not fighting. Steedman
I een Lynch and so pull
into the curh, got out of
car, greeted Lynch and was
arrested
the beginning of the
sxamination the polic
he two were fight
y they allowed that the
ay have been pgreeting one
another,
Police were asked if at any
time Steedman and Lynch
ere allowed to tell their own
story. The answer was no.
It was also brought out that
an ice-box containing beer
was in the back of the police
car, The police said that two
vouths who e drinking
1 outside the Powerhouse
zz Club had offered up the
box to the policemen to be
collected the next morning,
the Defence

Counsel  for

witnesses
1l Steetdman and
Iriven off without
ntifvir ther
alcohol

the

h wer
police
and t

on

1¢]
police

only i seconds.

and Lynch's
mter must  have
about four seconds,
siously there was ng tme
affensive hehaviour. The
i v testified that
n no actual blows

al

cepsted that the
just out to mak

Counsel
palice wer
an arrest that night, This
naturally denied.

The case was
missed.  The
had been quelly dropped, as
this would ha necessitated
a close examination of the
length of time that had elaps-
ed between the arrest and
jailing of Steedman and
Lynch

April

Fools Day, 19

Comment on Martin Report

Teachers Union

Mr. D. P, Schubert, General
Secretary, Union

In Volume I of the Martin
Report the Committee has
made recommendations with
respect to three main aspects
of tertiary education the
un sities, techni educa-
tion and teacher training.

In all three it stres
need for finan
from the Federal Govermment
which has long been a plea of
the Vietorian
Union

Schola
techni
R

11 arnd
al col-

Although
stresses

=atly expanded
teacher training is Dbasic to
the whole development of
education at all levels inciud-
[ the tertiary level, the

me Minister has not only
rejected the Committee's pro-
posals for a ed program
of teacher lraining but -
fused to assi

the Commmittee
ut an improved and
system  of

rnments adopt the (
tee's recommendati
method of prepara
chers, it is educational
on the part of the Prime
nister to refuse to accep
Committee’s urgent plea for
finance this purpose. As
the Com points
highly qu. teachers in

tes
Ted

Teachers’

A NS

numbers
nabie

every
must
onts to

ng
Ty ¢

¥ twie

B, J. CONWAY,
Secretary, VST A

Secondary Teachers

The Secretary of the Victorian Secondary Teachers As

sociation (Mr, B

“Regardiess of how much of

fit to reject, the Report will be «
terested in Australian education.”

The
thrown
Conway
in the
mit

“We dirl not v
aining
on e

he Victorian Secondary

it opposed bondin
fore it was fn full ;
tha
n young sti
ment schools i
sions™ (p. 1041,
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