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Intelligence and the Mediocre Society 

Topless Utopia 
TN the last issue of Lot's Wife, an 
'• unrepentant former editor sought 
once again to bring himself before 
the public view. Adopting the tnily 
grandiose pose of the rebel he ima­
gines himself to be, Mr. Cooper sub­
jects us to the lash of one of his 
borrowed rhetorical phrases, "Go 
the whole hog," he declares, and 
promises us, "I shall." Mr. Ckraper 
has In fact displayed to the univer­
sity at large what others have long 
been aware is his major talent; an 
ability, in phrases of .sparkling logic. 
to fly from the point of the sub­
ject at an acute tangent. 

With a naive idealism (to which, 
being imable to suppress it, he re­
luctantly admits), Mr. Cooper 
declares, "The University . . . must 
recognise and fulfil society's need for 
a new value system. To do this the 
university can no longer afford to 
give in and reflect society by doing 
so, but must drastically alter its 
structure. In this way it is to be 
hoped that as the university changes 
society will also." 

It apparently escapes Mr, Cooper's 
attention that in speaking of any 
conflict between society and univer­
sity, it must be remembered that 
,the university is in tlie hopelessly 
weaker position. Suspicion of the 
intellectual is a trademark of medi­
ocrity and any system of values in­
volved in an isolated university 
would be taken by society with the 
same amused scorn for oui- eccen­
tricity that the daily papers already 
foster. 

Moreover the univeralty is as com­
pletely dependent on society as any 
other oi^anisation existing in a 
democratic regime. The Government 
depends upon the people for votes, 
and university depends upon the 
Government for money. A mediocre 
society demands that its scions re­
ceive a degree and primarily for 
that reason Uie Australian Govern­
ment reluctantly maintains univer­

sities and builds new ones. Stress 
"reluctantly," for as the plight of 
the Baillieu Library, and the re­
duced expenditure on cur build­
ings show, the Government com­
fortably reasons that only a small 
percentage in our society care about 
University education directly, and 
therefore money can be better spent 
on more vote-catching projects. The 
universities can complain, but the 
above incidents plainly emphasise 
the dependence of the universities 
on society, through the Govern­
ment. 

This being so, how can univeral-
ties possibly adopt a structure and 
system of values quite different 
from the society on which it is 
compulsorily dependant. Society 
demands degrees in engineering, 
degrees in arts and so on because 
It holds, as Mr. Cooper points out, 
"the assumptions of specialisation, 
egalitarianism and competition." 
But if the university failed to grant 
degrees and insisted on upholding 
a different scale of valuK society 
would certainly not change its own 
assumptions. There would certainly 
be a proliferation of training col­
leges for engineers, for architects, 
etc., as Mr. Cooper desires, but with 
this development would disappear 
the last remaining vestiges of power 
and influence which the university 
holds in the present society. 

Society would be confirmed in its 
present utilitarian assumptions. 
The colleges would compete with 
one another in flinging teachers, 
architects, engineers and bio­
chemists off the assembly line. 
Their "education" would be limited 
to the strict requirements of their 
future occupation In the materialis­
tic hierarchy, and the youth of 
tomorrow would be prepared in the 
same fashion. 

The thinkers, the searchers for 
truth would be shovelled aside, an 

egalitarian, materialistic society 
has no place for them. Formerly 
they could gain some sort of econo­
mic security in the universities, 
they could try to impress their 
values upon the minds of those 
whom society was still forced to 
send to the universities for de­
grees. But not any more, the mun­
dane assumptions of mediocrity 
would now go unalleviated, and the 
intellectual be placed in an in­
effectual position outside society in 
Mr. Cooper's ideal world. 

No, the answer to the quest for 
a more meaningful university edu­
cation is not to be achieved by 
hacking at the university structure 
and expecting society to flagellate 
itself. The answer lies in attack­
ing society directly, by working for 
a different system of Government 
which would not be based on the 
assumptions of a mediocre society 
and could therefore be expected to 
take a more understanding attitude 
to university education. 

Government for the majority is 
all right for those whose ambitions 
can be satisfied by periodic rises 
of the basic wage, tossed at them 
by the middle classes to justify 
their own monopoly of power. But 
Government of the mediocre for the 
mediocre is not necessarily the best 
form of Government, despite the 
prevailing slogans of our time. 

Indeed it is this tyranny of the 
mediocre over our society which 
hinders and frustrates people like 
Mr. Cooper and Mr. McVilly, who 
wish to search for Truth, and for 
knowledge for its own sake. But 
they cannot rectify their position 
by carping at the university, which 
is. after all, as helpless a victim 
of the same set of circumstances 
as they are. 

Only a reorganization of Govern­
ment which alone has the power to 
impose is necessary, its values on 
society can accomplish a change 

in the system of values by which 
society operates. Mr. Cooper and 
Mr. McViily in attacking the uni­
versity set-up quite miss the crux 
of the matter. 

Of course, our middle class will 
never relinquish power voluntarily. 
but this fact should deter only the 
mediocre. One thing is clear, the 
middle-class scale of values is com­
pletely in opposition to the intel­
lectual fulfilment of the indivi­
dual. The thinker in Australia de­
velops his ability despite the sys­
tem. not because of it. 

In happier days universities were 
commonly fruitful nests of active 

political intrigue, but this has never 
been the case in Australia. Evi­
dently one of the "benefits" of 
mass education is a deadening of 
the initiative. If this were not the 
case, how could it be that our self-
styled rebels like Mr. Cooper can 
think of no more ambitious outlet 
for their energies than to advocate 
piecemeal reforms of lecture, 
tutorial and essay systems; and, 
what's more, to proudly refer to 
this timid meddling as a "revolu­
tion." 

Geoffry Curr 
Arts I I I 
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1 Do-it-yourself World 

Constitution for Utopia 
rpHE standard operating procedure 

for the Utopia-inventor is to 
describe his Utopia in terms of how 
he wants it to work. That is, he 
describes what he considers the 
goal-ideal of a society should be. 
and how he thinks that goal ideal 
will be achieved, in terms of how 
happy, healthy and wise citizens 
df Utopia co-operate beautifully to 
produce wonderful music together. 
Usually, there's no crime, because, 
says the author, in so perfect and 
happy a state no one wants for 
anything. 

There is, however, an astonish­
ing lack of discussion of the legal 
code on which these Utopias are 
based—the machinery of the social 
system is always happily hidden 
out of sight, and we don't need 
to look at it, because it works so 
nicely. 

I've seen—and in a college text­
book, at that !—a definition of the 
Socialistic System that read, in 
essence, "Socialism is a system as­
suring maximum distribution of the 
wealth of the society to the pro­
ductive citizens . . . That makes 
things real nice for Socialists; if 

that is the definition, then, by de­
finition, they're bound to be right ! 
If a system doesn't "assure maxi­
mum distribution of the wealth," 
then It isn't Socialism, and any 
system that does achieve that ob­
viously desirable goal is, by defini­
tion, a version of Socialism, and 
see, doesn't that prove Socialism 
is the ideal system ? 

It's been standard operating pro­
cedure to define Utopias in just 
such terms—and consider the legal 
code required to achieve them "a 
mere detail." Something gross-
materialist, anti-idealist, conserva­
tive—or whatever opprobrious term 
happens to be current^people throw 
up as a deliberate effort to becloud 
the real, important issues. 

Now Utopias always have been 
in the legitimate field of interest 
of students; let's try, in readership 
assembled, rather than in Senate 
assembled, to see what the whole 
group of some 4000 readers can 
come up with in the way of de­
signing a mechanism for a Utopian 
culture ! 

This article is not intended as an 
answer to the question; it's intended 

to start the ball rolling, LOT'S 
WIFE can be the forum. What 
we're .seeking is to pound out a 
Constitution for Utopia, defining a 
system which will generate the cul­
tural system we want — not a 
eulogistic rhapsody about how 
glorious it will be when we get it 
done. 

To begin with, recc^nise that we 
are NOT going to get a culture that 
is the perfect heart's-desire system 
of every inhabitant. That is called 
Heaven. 

What we'll have to do is seek an 
optimum culture. It's an engineer­
ing problem, and should be ap­
proached as such. Many a time an 
engineer would like a material as 
transparent as glass, as strong and 
tough as steel, capable of resisthig 
an oxidising atmosphere at 2500 
deg. C , as light as foam plastic, 
and as cheap as cast iron. And as 
conductive as copper. 

The useless engineer is the one 
who says, "See ! Tliey won't give 
me what I need ! It's impossible to 
solve the problem !" The engineer 
who is an engineer starts figuring 

the optimum balance of character­
istics that will yield not a perfect 
ideal, but a thing that will work, 
and work with a reliability level 
high enough to be useful for the 
task at hand. 

Now one of the first and broadest 
questions usually raised is, of course, 
"What form of government should 
it be ?" Monarchy ? Democracy ? 
Ohgarchy ? Communism ? 

That question, I suggest, is of 
no importance whatsoever ! Utopia 
can be a Communism, an Anarchy, 
or an Absolute Tyranny; the matter 
is of no real consequence. 

My evidence is quite simple: Tra­
ditionally, benevolent tyranny is the 
optimum form of government , . . 
if you can just assui-e that the 
tyrant is, and remains, benevolent. 
Also, traditionally, both Heaven and 
Hell are absolute monarchies. 

Wise, benevolent, and competent 
nilers can make any form of govern­
ment Utopian — and fools who are 
benevolent, kind, and gentle, can 
turn any form of government into 

Continued on Page 6. 
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LOTS WIFE 
GratifyinglV; we seem to have 

stirred up a hornet's nest with the 
articles investigating purpose and 
practice of the university. People 
are wr i t ing, and more importantly, 
ta lk ing crit ical ly about things they 
have up to now taken for granted. 
People Qre getting angry, and this 
is a good sign. When you're angry 
you're feeling something. You are 
likely to be moved to do something. 

So far we have presented mainly 
provocative material , ideas cast up 
almost at random out of a driving 
urge to have a bad system modif ied 
or replaced completely. This Issue 
continues the policy of provocation, 
but already certain trends are 
appearing, 

As ever, the basic problems are 
semantic ones. Once we clear up 
our definitions of words, once we 
establish basic linguistic contact 
w i th each other, matters become 
eminently more lucid and vivid. 
For a start, let's see what we mean 
by "democracy". Most people ac­
cept OS a tenet of reality that 
"democracy" is the finest th ing 
that ever happened to us, without 
knowing what in hell the word 
means. 

Does It meon that al l men are 
equal? Nonsense, Maybe in the 
sight of God, but that kind of 
equality bears no relationship to 
the physical world of talents, I.Q.s, 
and big business. A n ethic or 
moral i ty based on love between men 
and respect for the individual must 
take account of the physical and 
mental differences between men, 
not blindly Ignore them. Chris­
t iani ty Is not going to work by pre­
tending against al l the evidence 
that all men ore l i terally equal, and 
In fact it doesn't. Unlike "democ­
racy", It recognises man's inf inite 
variety and makes allowance for it. 

Does it mean "equal oppor­
tuni ty"? Again, nonsense. Face 
the fact that some men are less in­
tel l igent than others, some more 
talented as artists than as mathe­
maticians, some better as tech­
nicians than as technocrats. If 
equal opportunity means shoving 
every mother's son Into a bastard­
ised university, then the concept 
becomes dynamically evil. The 
br ight ore trapped In the quagmire, 
the dull ore tortured unti l they run 
to their tellys as an automatic es­
cape mechanism, and the mediocre 
are confirmed in their mediocrity. 

Democracy, then, is meaningless 
except In terms of active evil if the 
old catch-cries are token at face 
value. The position of the uni ­
versity becomes a crucial one, on 
one hand threatened by death from 
"democrat isat ion", on the other 
t ry ing against al l pressures to re­
ta in intellectual standards. 

The basic trends appearing from 
the LOTS WIFE discussions ore 
three; change the university, by 
altering courses and examinations, 
and thereby Inf i l trate the society 
wi th more moture and balanced 
people; alter the society directly, 
since it Is useless to attempt to 
change the sympton (decay of the 
universities) without treat ing the 
cause (decoy of our cu l ture) ; intro­
duce a measure of " leavening" in 
the person of the creative intellec­
tua l who has roots both in the real 
world and the abstract universe of 
Ideas and ideals. A l l three trends 
are treated provocatively in this 
Issue, and we urge you as in-
dividuols and groups to discuss 
these ideas, give us your conclusions 
In wri t ing, and in this way prepare 
the ground for whatever practical 
measures wil l be necessary. 

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 

Hain Hails 
McVilly 

Dear Sir: 
David McVilly must be 

commended for his article, 
"Failure of the Success 
System" (Vol. 4, No. 8), 
which raises several per-, 
tinent questions to many 
of which there is no ready 
answer. These problems 
exist not only at Monash 
but apply equally to other 
Australian universities and 
most universities overseas. 

All over tlie world an in­
creasing student population 
has dealt a deadly blow to 
the leisurely ways of the 
old-world university (ca­
tering mostly for a privi­
leged class) where the 
pressure on performance 
was hardly in evidence and 
where the student stood a 
good chance of acquiring 
an education with his de­
gree. The quota system and 
the selective process of ad­
mission to universities have 
ended the relaxed ap­
proach to learning and 
have given rise to complex 
techniques of subject-se­
lection and ' 'informed 
preparation" which indeed 
tends to favor the "clever" 
candidate. The genuinely 
interested student who is 
not yet preoccupied with a 
superannuated career but 
simply exercises his inquir­
ing mind may be left be­
hind by those who axe 
flushing along purpose-
ally towards the never lost 

sight of goal of a well-paid 
position. 

Those who have secured 
a scholarship as well as a 
place at a university have 
to satisfy their sponsors 
(since failure means finan­
cial loss) and all students 
equally face the danger of 
exclusion for unsatisfac­
tory results. This has 
placed so much emphasis 
on examinations that 
many students, diffident of 
their prospects, concen­
trate on sections of their 
course they believe to be 
favored by examiners and 
look upon additional work 
and extracurricular activi­
ties as unrealistic indul­
gence, In this way their 
efforts are no longer crea­
tive in the sense of satis­
fying a healthy curiosity 
but statically directed 
towards the reproduction 
of predigested material. 

I fully subscribe to Mr. 
McViUy's idea of a liberal 
education which — fur­
ther developed in maturity 
—is perhaps the most pre­
cious human attainment. 
Vet it should be recognised 
that this type of education 
is open only for those who 
honestly desire it and who 
have prepared the ground 
to receive it long before en­
tering the university. A 
large number of students 
feel no genuine urge to de­
velop insight and under­
standing outside their 
chosen subjects and may 
still benefit from their 
years at the university by 
acquiring skUls and abili­
ties which are needed and 
sought after by the com­
munity. 

I don't think that I am 
unduly pessimistic in as­
suming that those who 
"come to pass and not to 
know" will always be in a 
majority. To them the 
system of teaching by 
seminars only as suggested 
by Mr. McVilly offers no 
added advantages. Sem­
inars to be effective, should 
be carried by active student 
participation which pre­
supposes an oi^anised pro­
gramme of reading and 
preparation running para­
llel with and ahead of the 
course. Only some students 
will be prepared to live up 
to that standard whilst the 
others will gain little or no 

benefit from the discussion 
of a topic they have not yet 
studied. Unless the leaders 
of seminars are expected to 
lecture in class the subject 
matter of the course may 
have to be transmitted by 
prepared talks of students, 
a procedure which is rarely 
quite satisfactory. 

Technical difficulties of 
a seminar system without 
examination may also arise 
in the assessment of stu­
dents' performance by staff 
members — a very delicate 
task when the criteria of 
evaluation are largely in­
tangible and personal. Be­
sides, a closer contact with 
the teaching staff may not 
be uniformly fruitful. The 
University harbours many 
experts in their field but 
few humanists who could 
exercise the constructive 
influence on outlook and 
character that may be 
ideally expected. 

There is no denying that 
the present system of uni­
versity education, even 
under prevailing condi­
tions, is capable of im­
provement. Unit examina­
tions during the year and 
allocation of marks for 
class work could break the 
exclusive reliance on the 
final ordeal and compel the 
"crammer" to spread his 
industrious periods more 
evenly over the academic 
year. But these are matters 
to be decided by individual 
departments and no gene­
ral rules can be laid down. 

Despite inherent weak­
nesses of systems and 
amenities and the added 
problems of staff shortage 
and a rising student popu­
lation, hundreds of stu­
dents each year show a 
degree of success in expan­
sion of personality and 
broadening of outlook and 
understanding which Mr. 
McVilly rightly expects 
from a university educa­
tion. Apart from offer­
ing a field of opportunities 
for experience in widely 
dispersed areas the univer­
sity cannot claim full 
credit for these achieve­
ments, nor should it be 
blamed for the failure of 
those who come away with 
little immediate gain. For 
the building of personal 
stature is a task which the 
individual can only under­
take for himself and which 
does not end when the 
university is left behind. 
Conditions for this kind of 
self-development will not 
always be favourable. Dis­
appointments have to be 
handled and the clever, 
self-seeking and ruthless 
will always be around to 
annoy and distract. But 
there can be no progress 
unless it Is achieved In 
response to a challenge. 
Life can only be learnt by 
living it without reserva­
tions. 

Yours faithfully, 
H. P. HAIN. 

Lecturer at the 
University of Melbourne. 

embark on a pohcy of 
selective immigration of 
non-white labour, as I 
have proposed. 

RALPH L. GHKNT. 

A Modest 
Proposal 

Dear Sir, 
I propose that the HON. 

PERCIVAL CERUTTY of 
Portsea, Victoria, be given 
the opportunity to estab­
lish a chain of Human 
Husbandry at Monash Uni­
versity. That the said Mr. 
Cerutty to take the posi­
tion of Doctor of Sexyoiogy. 

The impulse to propose 
the above was given to me 
after attending Mr. 
Cerutty's extremely infor­
mative talk entitled: "What 
every Young Boy and Girl 
should know." 

In his light blue talk 
Mr. Cerutty proposed the 
following points: 

(a) Young men and 
women should look after 
their bodies in order -to 
become more efficient as 
producers of nogeny to 
quote: "half the men in 
Australia over 30 years old 
are not worth a cracker." 

"How many wives go to 
the doc. and complain 
*Doc. the husband's back 
has gone, what will I do?' " 

(b) The one per cent. 
of the male population who 
are impotent (loud cheers) 
should wear a distinctive 
mark on their forehead 
similar to an Indian caste 
mark. This would warn off 
potential females. 

If Mr. Cerutty's propo­
sals were carried out the 
production of the Marital 
Union would be signifi­
cantly increased, thus help­
ing to alleviate Australia's 
serious underpopulation. 

I think that this propo­
sal if worked on should 
have benefits to Australia 
as a nation, and to Monash 
as a new leader in a new 
field. 

Yours Proposedly, 
"A SUCKLING," Arts I. 

Schpellink 
Sir. 

Ron Watkins chose an 
apt title for his recent part-
published work, for that's 
what it is — just madness 
and nonsense. Perhaps it is 
unfair to criticize a work 
before it has been pub­
lished "in its entirety,' but 
its underlying ideas have 
been expressed before, and 
need to be savagely 
squashed before being al­
lowed to gain any mis­
guided popularity. 

It is a remarkable thing 
that an individual should 
wisli to deprive his native 
language of its individu­
ality. True, there are many 
discrepancies in the spell­
ing and pronunciation of 
English, but to eradicate 
these would be to negate a 
rich inheritance. 

"Much Madness and 
Nonsense" is based on a 
supposed need for a Uni­
versal Language—^well, who 
needs an International 

Language ? Interpretory at 
international economic and 
political levels avoid any 
delays or misunderstand­
ings from the language 
point of view, and the only 
argument that can be put 
forward for a universal 
tongue is that it would 
avoid the need to hire in­
terpreters at such confer­
ences — such trivialities 
when so much is at stake ! 

If phonetic English was 
to become a means of uni-
veraal exchange it would 
quickly degenerate into a 
mongrel tongue , as each 
and every nation using it 
would apply it inevitably to 
their own tongue—doubt­
lessly resulting in endless 
chaos and confusion. 

Not only EngUsh, but 
other languages, would lose 
their value as singular en­
tities. A language that has 
developed over many cen­
turies can't just be dis­
carded and thrown to the 
scrap heap—it is a living 
thing that is continually 
growing and expanding, 
and must be treated with 
the respect that all life de­
mands. 

Our wonderful heritage 
of literature, and that of 
many other languages, 
would suffer greatly by 
translation into a phonetic 
language, and even if not 
translated would ultimately 
lose its value in a world of 
phonetically s p e a k i n g 
people. 

The author of "Much 
Madness and Nonsense'' 
highly overrates the "ar­
duous" task of learning to 
spell for a primary school 
child. Submittedly the pro­
cess may have been rather 
difficult when we were at 
that stage, but today's 
modem methods of teach­
ing have made the process 
quite easy for a child of 
average ability. Instead of 
learning to spell a word 
syllable by syllable, as we 
did, the child is presented 
with the word repeatedly, 
both alone, in context in a 
simple sentence, and then 
in simple situations in 
graded readers, so that the 
image of the word as it 
should be spelt is firmly 
imprinted on his mind. 

By this process, the time-
wasting mechanics of 
learning to spell are eli­
minated, and the child 
learns to spell and to read 
simultaneously. 

A c o m m o n tongue 
throughout the world 
would indeed make it a 
dull and uninteresting 
place—surely half the form 
of going abroad Is to be 
dazzled by the exotic ex­
pressions one hears in otiier 
languages. 

The next step after ob­
taining a universal same­
ness in language would 
probably be to agitate for 
the merging of all races, 
colour, and cultures, so 
that, as well as all speak­
ing the same, we will even­
tually all look the same and 
think the same ! 

Where will it all end ? 
DOUGLAS GREENALL, 

Arts I. 

Ghent Again 
Dear Sir, 

There is much to com­
mend Mr. David Coffey's 
letter and I regret that I 
had not the opportunity of 
collaborating with him be­
fore the publication of my 
modest proposal. 

I hesitate, however, over 
his suggestion that cheap 
labour be produced in the 
laboratory as suggested by 
Aldous Huxley. Such an 
enterprise would involve a 
great deal of prior research 
and expenditure of revenue 
. . . revenue that could 
more justifiably be spent 
on the production of wool, 
defence, the eradication of 
Australian indigenous 
fauna, and so on. Surely it 
would be both more econo­
mical and less fanciful to 
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Two newly published 

paper backs deal with 
economics from an Aus­
tralian F>omt of view. 
Brian Tew's Wealth 
and Income (M.U.P., 
25/) is an analysis of 
the economic and finan­
cial institutions of Aus-
traUa and Great Bri­
tain. Fourth edition. 
Traditional and con­
temporary economic 
problems are examined 
within the context of 
the Australian economy 
in Economics: an Aus­
tralian Introduction, 
edited by Grant and 
Hagger (Cheshires, 
27/6f. 

The August issue of 
Walkabout contains an 
article by Harvey Johns 
on Monotrem^ at 
Monash. Are you one ? 

Two pamphlets by 
Professor Passmore. of 
the A.N.U., have valu­
able material packed 
into a small compass. 
Readitii: and Remem­
bering (M.U.P., 3/), is 
a down-to-earth guide 
to studying. It con­
tains sections on How to 
Read, How to Listen, 
How to Remember, 
How to Choose Books. 
This is the fifth edition. 
Talking Things Over 
(5/), discusses discus­
sion in a most illumin­
ating manner. Required 
reading for all caf. 
table-thumpers. 

Captain Quiros, by 
James McAuley (A, & 
R., 18/61, is a major 
work by one of Austra­
lia's most distinguished 
poets. In Quiros, the 
Catholic visionary and 
idealist, McAuley has a 
central character with 
whom he is intensely in 
sympathy. 

The Life of John 
Maynard Keynes, by 
R. F. Harrod (Macmil-
lan paper back, 51/). is 
an entirely absorbing 
biography of a great 
man. The span of 
Keynes's working life 
covered both world 
wars, so one man's story 
is in elTect an eco­
nomic and social survey 
of this period. 

Richard Grossman 
wrote in the New 
Statesman, "Every seri­
ous student must read 
this enormous book, 
since it is built on a 
foundation of im­
mensely important un­
published German ma­
terial." The book? 
William Shirer's The I 
Rise and Fall of the I 
Third Reich (Pan. 19/), 
which brilliantly sur­
veys the 12 years into 
which were packed the 
most cataclysmic series 
of events that Western 
civilisation has ever 
known. 

James Gleeson's Wil­
liam Dobell (Thames & 
Hudson, £7/7/) , with 
32 color plates and 118 
monochrome illustra­
tions, is a fine produc­
tion. The biographical 
survey examines the ex­
tent 'to which the no­
torious Jashua Smith 
portrait court case in­
fluenced DobeU's life 
and his painting. 

Clear Plastic Covering 
is an easy and efficient 
way to protect text 
books, as well as the 
gift book you intend to 
read before presenting. 
16 in. wide; 2/ yard. 

Stiochiometry and 
Structure, by M. J. 
Sienko (Benjamin, 39/), 
is a comprehensive 
introduction to first-
year chemistry prob­
lems; some are provided 
with solutions, and some 
with directions by 
which the solution can 
be achieved. The prob­
lems range from simple 
mensuration conver­
sions to computations 
involving c o m p l e x 
simultaneous equilibria, 
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Boss Goldwater Gasser 

The Lolita Syndrome 
Dr. Wallas, lecturer in politics. 

apparently realising the possible 
monotony of a repetition of the 
prognostications and political 
studies that have appeared in pro­
digious quantities on the subject of 
Senator Barry Goldwater's nomina­
tion, consid«-ed taiing a new ap­
proach in his open lecture last 
Tuesday weefe: The LoUta Syn­
drome. 

He saw Goldwater as the middle-
aged Humbert faced with the 
charms of a seemingly innocent 
position, but, he added, the situa­
tion is much more complicated and 
dangerous. Wallas sees Goldwater 
as a simple man. dangerous in 
that he reacts rather than thinks, 
a man whose statements have been, 
and continue to be, rash, contra­
dictory and ambiguous. Statements 
made on an extremely wide field 
of subjects. For instance, Gold-
water has "modified" his advoca­
tion of withdrawing recognition of 
the U.S.3.R. to using the possibility 
as a threat in negotiations. He 
has favored the abolition of a 
graduated income tax. 

In foreign affairs he is impul­
sive and reckless; he favors the 
use of tactical nuclear weapons in 
Vietnam; he bases his entire foreign 
affairs policy on the assumption 
that there can possibly be a vic­
tor in the cold war. He be­
lieves an unconditional victory over 
the Communists is possible, even if 
this involves the use of military 
force. In fact, so great is Gold-
water's faith in the forces that he 
would entrust the nation's nuclear 
weapons in their hands rather than 
those of the politicians—he talks 
of military sujjeriority as though 
one can have a greater force than 
Russia—as though 2,001 is an ad­
vantage over 2,000—in fact. Gold-
water believes there could be a 
victor, a triumphal party, in a nu­
clear war. 

In domestic affairs Goldwater is 
obsessed with a "19th century ap­
proach to Government," an ap­
proach that would hinder the Con­
gress in any national action. He 
would have the entire internal af­
fairs of the country administered by 
the individual States, with no co­
ordinating control from Congress. 

CLOT'S LIFE 
The reply of the Vice-Chancellor to allegations regarding 
the takeover of the Hargreaves cafeteria was not very convincing. 
Surely the general well-being of students is of some importance 
in the University. It is extremely disappointing to see that the 
reasons why the cafeteria was not converted into a computer 
centi-e were financial and not in any way related to the expected 
chronic overcrowding of catering facilities in 1966. 

The most interesting paragraph of his reply was the last 
one which contained what in the mildest term can only be 
called an inaccuracy. The SRC has in its files letters to and 
from the Vice-Chancellor showing that his guarantee was that 
the Hargreaves cafeteria would remain open during 1964, irres­
pective of whether the Union cafeteria was open or not. 

It has been said that there can be a simple acceptable 
explanation for a change of mind, but to cover up with a mis­
representation of the facts will always fail. The simple explanation 
would undoubtedly have been that the situation has changed 
since the promise was made and that because of lack of space 
the takeover was unavoidable. While tlie students would not 
have liked this it would liave been the only acceptable reason. 

Something that is not generally known is that the Physics 
building cost £ 100,000 more than expected. Instead of applying 
for an emergency grant the £ 100.000 was taken from the amount 
available to the Union and the Main library. £50,000 came 
from each. Can it be said that the students are getting a 
completely fair deal? 

Had the money not been taken from the Union then it 
would have been used to make available .space for 300-400 more 
seats in the Union Cafeteria. 

The new SRC is in oEBce. May it be more successful than 
the old past ones. It must do some good to reflect on the success 
of the SRC. Since the bi-elections last March, the SRC has held 
only one meeting with a quorum. At thesse meetings there has been 
a vast amount of time spent on trivialities. Some time has been 
spent in organizing activities such as Union nights, but publicity 
was bad and attendances poor. 

Perhaps the most important piece of the work done by the 
SRC was in assisting to draft the Union Board Constitution. 
The student representatives to a combined Administration — 
Staff — Student meeting succeeded in getting the majority of 
the SRC proposals accepted (including equal student-administra­
tion representation.) 

Mr. James Francis, President of the 4th SRC, was perhaps 
at fault for the inefficiency of this SRC when he saw liow in­
nocuous the SRC was, he should have recommended that the 
SRC be dissolved. This should have been done by the end of 
first term. Instead of this, the body has been allowed to continue 
in the vain hope that a miracle might occur to wake it out of its 
lethargy. The Hargreaves cafeteria issue was the only time that the 
4th SRC got up off its back-side and did some work (with out­
side assistance). 

It is to be hoped that the new SRC will do a vastly improved 
Job. It is about to be reorganized and a totally new system (with 
less long boring meetings) will be used. Any system is only as 
good as the people who run it. If the apathy that existed among 
the old SRC members is current in the new, then the result will 
be the same. 

If the apathy continues then it will be no surprise If there 
is a move to dissolve the SRC. This is a retrograde step but it 
must be done if the 5th SRC does not prove itself. 

The invoking of fines has brought to light the fact that the 
administration are not inclined at all, to temper justice with 
mercy, i t is fair enough to levy a fine for late enrolments for 
exams but surely the closing date could have been more widely 
publicized in conspicuous places. Part-time students, particularly, 
have been hit by these fines. 

This problem could be avoided if the forms were filled in 
at the beginning of the year with the enrolment forms for courses. 

The Periodicals Department in the Main Library has been 
short-staffed since February 1964. Promises of a greater number 
of staff members have been made but none have been forth­
coming. Meanwhile unbound periodicals which were sent to the 
Main Library from the Chemistry Library last January, are still 
waiting to be bound. 

wliich would deal exclusively vnth 
the international scene. Civil rights 
would be an issue upon whicli the 
States could act entirely on their 
own "discretion." 

Perhaps his policy on unemploy­
ment is the most startling example 
of what Dr. Wallas calls a "deep-
rooted 19th century mid-western 
laissez-faire approach." Million­
aire Goldwater figures that unem-
plojTnent results from lack of edu­
cation which, in turn, is merely 
the result of an inherent low intel­
ligence or of a lack of any ambi­
tion. It is disturbing, to say the 
least, to hear this from the pcKslble 
President of the United States of 
America. 

Goldwater's position towards 
other members of the Republican 
party is rather amazing: at the 
party convention of 1960 there were 
25 major issues propcKed as party 
policy; Goldwater voted against 
every one of those principles. He 
opposed;— 

1. All forms of foreign aid. 
2. Government-assisted housing. 
3. Clasure of debate on the Civil 

Rights Bill. 
4. The Civil Rights Bill itself. 
5. Ratification of a limited test 

ban. 
6. Extension of reciprocal trade. 
7. Federal aid to mass transpor­

tation of commodities. 
And this is just a selection of his 

choice ideas. 
Of Joseph McArthur, Goldwater 

said. "Because of McArthur we are 
a safer, free-er and more vigilant 
nation." 

In his relation toward the John 
Birch Society he has said: "They 
don't seem to be extremists, they are 
the kind of people we need in pon­
tics." 

The John Birchers believe that 
tlie U.S. is fast becoming subjugated 
by ' 'the vast Communist plot,'' 
which is, In fact "destroying 
America." According to the Society, 
John Fo-ster Dulles, Dwight Eisen­
hower and Eari Warren are com­
munist sympathisers, communist 
agents and guilty of treason ! They 
claim that the National Council of 
Churches is communist, that the 
American Medical Association can 
"no longer be counted upon," and 
that the following are undesirable 
and dangerously un-American; The 
United Nations, the International 
Labor Organization, the World 
Health Organization, the NATO 
alliance, U.S. defence spending in its 
present form, foreign aid, the 
T-V.A.2. and Government wage and 
price control. They believe that 
there is little hope left of saving 
the U.S. from the communists by 
traditional democratic processes, or 
by politics. 

Many John Birchers support Gold-
water; "They don't seem to be ex­
tremists, they are the kind of people 
we need in politics." 

Dr. Wallas believes Goldwater is 
aiming at a complete drastic change 
in American politics. At present, 
U.S. parties are a "strange bundle 
of compromises," both have tried to 
gather support from as many 
Americans as possible, and offend 
as few as possible (except the 
negroes). Since 1932 the Democratic 
party has held control of the Con­
gress and the Presidency. All along 
the Republican party has sat very 
close to the Democratic line; Gold-
water, believing this to be a great 
advantage for the Democrats, wants 
to develop a strong right wing oppo­
sition, "A change and not an echo." 
As Dr. Wallas said, Goldwater has 
already moved the Republicans to­
wards the right, the West, and the 
South. 

He has isolated the Eastern 
moderates who. for so long, have 
controlled the party, he has given 
the Repubhcans an ideological com­
mitment that has not been before. 
The danger is that his new approach 
will inspire, not only the regulars, 
but the dissatisfied non-voters to 
go to the polls. That his policies will 
"induce in them sometliing worth 
voting for." 

Dr. Wallas turned to consider 
who will vote Goldwater, and why? 

He mentioned the Jolin Birchers 
and the radical right generally. By 
this he meant those woiTied about 
Communism, those worried about 
the increase in Federal intervention 
in the state economies, and those 
who demand a positive attacking 
policy on world affairs, not merely 
a "reaction to Russian policy." 

A lai-ge number of Americans, of 
whom Goldwater is perhaps typical, 
feel a sense of frustration both to­
wards the deadlock atmosphere of 
the cold-war, and towards the social 
status that they feel they deserve 
but are not receiving. In this con­
text. Dr. Wallas mentioned the small 
business men and the "new" busi­
ness men, perhaps some of the 
Texan oil millionaires. 

But come November. Will the 
Senator from Arizona be able to 
compensate for tlie loss of the more 
liberal Eastern Republicans by gain­
ing a large support from the "dyed-
in-the-wool" Republicans and the 
right-wing non-voters? Dr. Wallas 
raised the case of the Northern 
whites, who, until now Iiave been 
able to maintain a righteous atti­
tude toward the so-called Negro 
problem; with the prospect of the 
Northern Negroes being allowed 
fresh legal backing with respect to 
equality, will the whites be afraid 
that the present de facto segrega­
tion will crumble about their split-
level villas? Possibly these peopie. 
largely overlooked as uninvolved, 
will either vote Goldwater, or not 
vote at all. 

In the South, there will possibly 
be a large number, however, who 
favor Goldwater's "keep quiet now, 
act later" policy on civil rights, but 
see the naive optimism of his other 
ideas, may vote Goldwater for Presi­
dent, and Democrats for Congress. 

Another possibili ty is that the 
"new" Republican party's highly 
organised vote-seeking will inspire 
a fresh virility in the Democrat's 
approach to the election. This seems 
very likely, and then it becomes a 
question of degree. 

An interesting theory Dr. Wal­
las proposed was that tlie outcome 
of this election could well rest with 
the course of world events between 
now and November. If an American 
reconnalsance plane were shot down 
over Cuba, or if there were a fresh, 
bigger-than-evor wave of violence 
in Vietnam, and large numbers of 
U.S. troops were killed, Uie tough-
line of Goldwater could gain a 
wealth of new support. Such an 
event would be out of the conb'ol 
of President Johnson, out of the 
control even of Senator Barry, but 
this is the sort of circumstance that 
does not occur to the angry and 
frustrated. They have to blame 
someone, and Vietnam is such a 
long way away. 

Dr. Wallas then drew the inter­
esting conclusion that the result of 
this election could rest more in the 
hands of the leaders of the Chinese 
Communist Party, than on any 
American. Wlaat a prospect this 
would seem to Mr. Goldwater. 

Concluding, Dr. Wallas considered 
the future if the appealing sim­
plicity of Goldwater's "politics" 
fails, and he is defeated. Could 

he retain the control of the party 
until the next election ? Dr. Wallas 
thinks not; because, by the Ameri­
can party system, the Republican 
party will revert to being 50 groups 
with 50 headquarters until the time 
comes to choose the party candi­
date. Whether Goldwater would 
have any hope of being re-nomi­
nated would probably depend on the 
results of this year's election, But 
Dr. Wallas felt that now the leaders 
of the Republican moderates have 
seen the potential of a highly 
organised campaign, they will do all 
in their powers to beat Goldwater 
at his own game. 

In answer to the burning ques­
tion, will Goldwater get in ? Dr. 
Wallas believed that he would not, 
although it was unlikely that there 
would be a large majority for 
Johnson. He added, that he thought 
1964 to be Goldwater's only chance. 

"I think he will fail — I hope 
he will fail. There is nowhere to 
migrate to, is there." 

And on that note of encourage­
ment, he concluded. 

1. The possible consequences of 
this are obvious. A situation such 
as could have developed over the 
university enrolment of negro James 
Meridith could well eventuate with­
out Federal intervention. The ex­
planation of the mysterious disap­
pearance of the three civil rights 
workers is, on present indications, 
that they were murdered, possibly 
by police. Two decapitated bodies 
and their bumt-out car liave so far 
been found. If control were left to 
men such as these Southerners, the 
consequences could be very ugly. 
And trouble could breed trouble in 
tliat persecuted negroes would be 
likely to migrate to more sympa­
thetic States, causing widespread 
housing, xmemployment and eco­
nomic problems. 

2. It seems unlikely, however, 
that the extreme right faction of 
the Rcpubltcants will allow the 
power to shp from tlieir grasp after 
so many years of moderate domina­
tion. A party split therefore seems 
a distinct po.ssibllity, and this could 
well result in the existence of a 
virtual one-party system. The same 
undeslrabie result could eventuate 
if the Republican moderates regain 
power, and, in reaction to the 
"Goldwater-scare." gravitate even 
further toward the centre and the 
Democrats. 

PraLLIP FRAZER. 
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"Enclosed," began a letter we received last week," is an article I hope wil l be printed in 
the next issue. I feel it is of sufficient importance to merit some attention and it may result 
in gett ing something done . . . For obvious purposes the article is unsigned." 

The Homosexual Villain 
Following so hard on the Melbourne University Debate on homosexuality, and Dr. Woods' 

statement call ing for revision of law concerning two adult consenting homosexuals, the article 
is of immediate interest, Beyond this topical i ty, the question of homosexuality is a perennially 
contentious one, and we feel that LOT'S WIFE is as good a forum as any for, if not dis­
passionate, ot least intell igent, discussion of this pressing problem. 

For an interesting modern existential veiw of the question, we would like to refer you to 
on article by Norman Mai ler in his "Advertisements for Mysel f . " From that book we have 
borrowed the tit le of this Monash-written piece. 

It is the purpose of this article to 
try and give the 'normaJ' person. 
some idea of the ways and habits of 
those individuals who do not con­
form to the regular moral code of 
this society. My qualifications for 
discussing such a subject are few. 
I am only in my first year here at 
Monash. But I claim authority in. 
the field, if only because of one fac­
tor—I am a homosexual. 

At this admission, I can see many 
students and any otliers who may 
be reading "Lot's Wife" grin, or 
turn away in disgust, perhaps with 
the words "bloody poofter." But to 
my mind, there is a need, a des­
perate need, to bring the subject 
into the open and discuss it frankly 
and objectively. And if a univer­
sity is not the right place for it to 
be thrashed out, then the door is 
virtually closed, for the dally news­
papers, radio, and television would 
consider iiomosexuality as far too 
contentious a subject even to be 
mentioned in passing, 

It is generally not well known, 
how large the extent of male homo­
sexuality is in the community. There 
has been no extensive survey 
carried out tn Victoria, to my know­
ledge, so I am relying on the report 
of Kinsey, Pomeroy and Martin, 
which is by far, the largest survey 
of its type ever to be attempted. 
Kinsey states that 377c of the 
TOTAL male population has had 
homosexual experience at one time 
or another in their mature lives. He 
excludes childhood pldy, for he 
specifies that the experience must be 
physical contact, leading up to 
orgasm. This increases to 41% in 
the college-university groups, and of 
tliose males who remained un­
married at the age of 36, some 50% 
engaged in homosexual orgasm. If 
the figures include those who did 
not receive orgasm, or those who 
had homosexual desires, but did not 
submit, then the percentage would 
have risen much higher. 

If we isolate these figures to 
Monash University, one can see the 
extent of the situation. Almost very 

second male student has indulgeci 
in homosexual practices. Let me 
hasten to explain that all these are 
not exclusively inverted. Kinaey 
gave the figure of 10 per cent, of 
the total male population who are 
more or less exclusively homosexual, 
but even one in every ten is a con­
siderable number. 

The fact Is of course, that in it-
eelt, homosexuality is no more im-
natural than is masturbation. 
Kinsey comments, "the very general 
occuiTence of homosexuality sug­
gests that the capacity of an in­
dividual to respond erotically to any 
sort of stimulus, whether it is pro­
vided by another person of the same 
or opposite sex. is basic in the spe­
cies." Sexual morality is determined 
by custom, and in Western Europe, 
sexual custom has swung from one 
extreme to the other. In Ancient 
Greece — the most cultured com­
munity In the Western world — 
homosexuality was not only tole­
rated, but looked on as being of 
great spiritual value. With the ar­
rival of Christianity, It came to be 
regarded as an unspeakable vice, 
and was made punishable by death. 
In the Napoleonic era, a revulsion 
against what was regarded as Chris­
tian brutality, led Prance and Italy 
to adopt a new and more merciful 
code. However, in all countries 
where British justice (?) oociu-s, 
homosexuality is looked on as a 
felony, no longer punishable by 
death, but by a long term of im­
prisonment, Whereas an unmarried 
man and woman may live together 
without comment or interference 
from the police, sexual practices 
between two mates sharing a house 
or flat are pimishable by imprison­
ment. Wliat right has the State to 
interfere with private arrangements 
made fay two adult Individuals? 
Tliis violation of privacy could be 
Justified only if it could be shown 
that homosexual practices between 
males affect society adversely, axid 
It is difficult to see how this is the 
case. Again, whereas a woman pros­
titute is hable to a fine of £5, a 

male prostitute faces imprisonment 
for two years. The fierce penalties 
provided by the law aggravates, 
rather than diminshes the prob­
lem. To take a case in point, accord­
ing to Freudian theories, homo­
sexuality is often a temporary pliase 
tn a youth's development. But if 
a teenager is caught indulging in 
perverted practices, and prosecuted, 
he is placed in the worst possible 
surroundings, cut off from all 
heterosexual influences, and con­
stantly in contact with his own sex, 
with which he may have to share a 
cell or dormitory. 

Tlie present law is barbarous and 
cruel. Many men who are caught 
have committed suicide, because 
they have felt themselves unable 
to face the scandal of a public 
prosecution, and the law also makes 
it easy for professional blackmailers 
to operate, secure in the knowledge 
that their victim^ would not dare 
complain to the authorities, 

What is the cause of homosexual­
ity ? Thei'e is still no conclusive 
single factor. The most plausible 
theory is an over-prolongation of 
female influence on a boy's life. 
If a boy is an only cliild, pampered 
by his mother and then sent to a 
segregated boarding school, 
chances are fairly high that he 
will turn out a true invert. In 
several cases I personally know of 
(including my own), this is com­
mon. 

Medicitl practitioners also attribute 
the distribution of hormones in the 
body as a cause—when a male has 
an overproportionate number of fe­
male sex glands, he turns out a 
homosexual. 

With regard to treatment, most 
psychiatric conditioning has been a 
failure. This is because the true in­
vert simply does not want to change. 

But society should not condemn a 
man because, through no fault of 
his own, he does not conform to 
its false set of values. I didn't ask 
to be a homosexual. This is not to 
say I am unhappy with this so-

called "unnatural vice." I am. But 
I would, if I could, choose to be a 
heterosexual male if I could live my 
life over again. So would, I think, 
the majority of my companions. 

Even after being at Monash for 
only five months I know some 40 
homosexuals, among staff as well 
as students, and undoubtedly there 
are many more. But what would 
happen if we were caught indulg­
ing in homosexual activities ? Such 
is the puritanical outlook of the 
pubhc that a student's career would 
probably be ruined, and the effect 
on his family—if his parents did 
not know (and most of them don't) 
—would be disastrous. In inter­
mediate form, a teacher caught 

myself and another boy In the 
back seat in class and the head 
master threatened to personally 
visit my parents. Although the 
threat was not carried out, the 
psychological strain was such that 
I failed the certificate. A friend 
of mine who was caught by the 
police failed his final year exams. 
at Melbourne because of the worry 
of the prosecution and the attitude 
of his parents. 

Let us pray that this "Chris­
tian" country will change Its views 
and begin to live up to the Gospel 
it professes to teach. Otherwise, I 
cannot see my career lasting too 
long, with the present threat of ex­
posure hovering over me. 

MONEY—SCIENCE 
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It is often agreed whether re­
search by private enterprise is more 
desirable and more fruitful than 
the academic-type research carried 
to man's fundamental knowledge, 
out in the Universities. Both add 
but often the reason and method 
by which the results are achieved 
differ greatly. 

In the United States, multimil-
lion dollar Government contracts 
are let to private enterprise — con­
tracts involving intensified research 
for Government projects such as 
the Space Program. British Physi­
cist, Sir John (^ockcroft, Nobel 
Laureate (1951), and an Atoms for 
Peace Award winner in 1961, has 
said that a good deal could be 
learned from some of the American 
organisations who have a consis­
tent record of success in developing 
new products by objective, basic and 
applied research. 

For example, at the Bell Tele­
phone Laboratories In New York 
and New Jersey, where more than 
5,000 scientists and engineers spend 
up to 155 million dollars of their 
company's money each year on re­
search and development, a large 
number of revolutionary processes 
have been developed. Fourteen years 
ago, scientists at the labs, in New 
Jersey were drawing single crys­
tals of very pure germanium from 
a molten mass. These very pure 
crystals were seeded with small 
quantities of vital imptlrities and 

then cut up to form TRANSIS­
TORS. Their influence on the devel­
opment of electronias has been 
enormous. Without them, space 
science and space travel would 
hardly have been possible. 

Unta a few years ago the pheno­
menon of metals losing their re­
sistance to the passage of electrical 
current at temperatures near abso­
lute zero (—273.16 degrees Centi­
grade). was an academic subject, 
pursued ahnost entirely by univer­
sity resarch laboratories. This Is 
the phenomenon of superconduc­
tivity now well known. The Bell 
Telephone Laboratories discovered 
that an alloy of tin and niobium 
remains superconducting in strong 
magnetic fields, and it is under 
just these conditions that scientists 
need to conduct sophisticated ex-
perimens in controlled nuclear fis­
sion. 

The OPTICAL MASER, another 
important application of solid-state 
physics, came from the Bell Labo­
ratories. The principle of atoms 
being raised to excited states by 
absorption of radiation, and subse-
quenUy being forced by further 
radiation to give out their stored 
energy in one big "chimk," has 
been kno^n for a long time. The 
maser consists of a synthetic ruby 
crystal containing chromium atoms 
which can absorb and store light 
in excited electronic states of the 

chromium atoms. After a time the 
stored eneigy Is emitted in a short, 
powerful flash, which in some cases 
has reached the equivalent of 1,00(1 
kilowatts in intensity. Ah-eady this 
has been used to illuminate an area 
of two miles diameter on the Moon 
— All this from a small synthetic 
ruby. 

Of course, the Bell company is 
outstanding in American scientlflc 
research, but there are many, many 
more private companies actively en­
gaged in research for the American 
government. 

The time has passed when re­
search should toe followed purely for 
the sake of acamedic knowledge. 
Research costs money and before 
financial backing can be obtained. 
a definite goal must be set down, 
and a program planned out. This 
Is the reason for the success ol 
private research in the United 
States. -Universities will remain 
largely academic, but in organisa­
tions Uke the C.S.I.R.O. — the main 
centre of Industrial research In Aus­
tralia, too much time and money is 
spent on propects of purely aca­
demic value. The C.S.I.R.O. has 
had a large amount of success in 
many fields, but potentially the or­
ganisation can do far more, in a 
shorter space of time, to facilitate 
Australia's advance in this scien­
tific age. 

Michael J. Hubbert. 

KOOL K E V E KOOl 
According to physicists, the low­

est temperature theoretically pos­
sible is zero degrees on the Kelvin 
(or absolute) temperature scale. 
This is approximately minus 273.17 
degrees Centigrade, or about minus 
523 degrees Fahrenheit. No one 
has ever achieved this temperature, 
but many low-temperature physi­

cists have come very close using 
sophisticated techniques. 

Just over a week ago Dr. N. Kurti 
used equipment designed, built and 
installed in the Physics School at 
this university to produce a tem­
perature of only -1-0,1 degrees on 
the absolute scale. This is believed 
to be the lowest temperature ever 

produced in the Southern Hemis­
phere. 

Dr. Kurti is a Fellow of the Royal 
Society and comes from the Claren­
don Laboratory at Oxford, where 
he has been working on low-tem­
perature physics for the past thirty 
years. He left Austria to join the 
staff at the Clarendon Laboratories 
m the early I930's. He was one of 
the original workers in the field of 
low-temperature physics and has 
achieved temperatures as low as 

one-millionth of a Kelvin degree. 
For the last month Dr. Kurti has 

been giving a series of lectures on 
Low Temperature Physics to the 
Physics Department here. During 
this time he designed the low-
temperature apparatus with which 
he performed his experiment. The 
apparatus consists of a closed glass 
cylinder containing crystals of man­
ganese alum [MnNH4(S04)2.12 
H20], which is immersed in a bath 
of liquid helium, thus lowering tlie 

temperature of the alum to about 
-1-1-3 degrees Kelvin. The glass 
cyhnder in the helium bath is be­
tween the poles of a large electro­
magnet and is subjected to a high-
intensity magnetic field. When the 
field is switched off. the alum is 
demagnetised, and as a consequence 
of this, its temperature is lowered. 

By this method, Dr. Kurti has 
produced temperatures as low as 
one-millionth of a degree. 
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The I from Grace of Clive Loman 
J T g ^ J J by Tom TUlard 

Clive was a worried man, and 
why shouldn't he have been ? After 
all, today he'd lost his job. After 
fifteen years' constant employment 
at "Wrights," he'd lost his job. 
Woe was he as he walked to the 
subway wondering where he'd put 
his spanner. "Maybe someone stole 
it, that's why I couldn't find it," 
he nnunbled loudly to himself. No 
one took any notice of the mum­
bling because he often mumbled, 
Indeed everyone who walked to the 
subway invariably mumbled. He 
was the norm. 

All the way down the subway 
stairs he mumbled to himself. 
"Damn that spanner strike. If 
only the spanner makers weren't 
on strike, I'd be able to replace 
roy spanner easily and keep the 
job." However, Clive knew only 
too well that the chances of the 
spanner strike being ended were 
slight. "For two years they haven't 
made a spanner," he mumbled. 

"What," asked a commuter. 
"Two years," replied Clive. 
"Cnx*, isn't it," said the com­

muter. 
dive and his 'yes' was swept away 

by tiie subway crowd. He wanted 
Platform 9, but he was on the 
wrong Bide of the stream. "Excuse, 
excuse me," he mumbled. But no 
one to(A any notice, he was a 
normal, mumbling commuter. 

At the end of the corridor he 
was able to turn about and face 
the crowd. "Excuse me," he said, 
twisting towards Platform 9. Every­
one understood him now and, rea­
lising his particular problem, helped 
him where tliey could. Eventually 
he reached the hole with Platform 
9 flickering above it and ran down 
the ramp. His train was Just leav­
ing. 

"My train !" he said, dismayed. 
"Yes, a train," said an experi­

enced traveller. 
Extremely agitated, Clive fought 

for a platform seat with an old 
lady. He even lost that. "It's not 
my day," said Clive utterly bur­
dened. "Oh," said the lady, bent 
with frailty and the exertion of 
the skirmish. 

"It 's not worth living," he mum­
bled, a httle pleased with the con­
versation. 

This time she nodded her head, 
pretending to have heard him'. "All 
commuters are friendly people," 
thought Clive. 

Three trains and two minutes 
later Clive boarded the correct 
train for home. He successfully com­
peted with the old lady for a strap. 
Normally he would have been ela­
ted over the strap success, but, 
since he had no job to go -to to­
morrow, he remained dejected, So 
sad was he with the spanner loss. 
that he even made a chivalrous 
compact with the old lady. 

•'You have the strap after half­
way," he mumbled. To which she 
nodded pleasantly, pretending to 
have heard him. 

He yawned and again she nod­
ded; said "Ain't it stuffy," and 
then realised it was half way. Smil­
ing at the old lady he relinquished 
the hard-won strap, only to see 
it fall to the clutch of a more agile 
contender. 

"It's hers !" Clive mumbled at 
the passenger, pointing to the old 
woman. The agile strapper merely 
smiled, gave a deferential nod as if 
he had heard, but tightened his 
grip. "It's hers," Clive repeated, 
only a little more distinctly, but 
neither the agile nor the old heard 
him, both parties were gazing out 
the windows at the passing bricks. 

"Life's hard," Clive thought. "No-
one takes any notice until you lose 
a spanner," but it was Clive's stop. 
For a horrible moment the train 
had looked hke an express. But it 
wasn't, so he got off. 

He looked at the grey bricks, the 
black tunnel, and the ticket collec­
tor's grey face. 'That's funny," he 
said, "my ticket's grey too." All the 
way up the subway stairs he 
laughed uncontrollably at the co­
incidence. No-one was surprised; 
many people laugh on subway stairs. 
Clive heard someone up ahead 
laughing. 

"Have you got a grey ticket too?" 
he asked. "Yellow, Blue ! Green ! 
Mauve! Orange!" came a host of 
voices. 

Fancy buying a car 
that looks like a 

car! 

"Oh," said Clive, but he laughed 
just the same. 

However, he was on the street 
now, and a serious mood returned 
as he walked. Anyway, he'd com­
pletely forgotten about the joke he'd 
laughed at in the subway. Indeed, 
no-one ever laughs on the street, 
it's obscene to laugh on the street, 
you might spit and one must never 
spit on the street. 

"What will Mary say ?" won­
dered Clive as he walked, trying to 
suppress his agitated state. "She'll 
be mad at me for losing my job. 
I suppose, let alone for losing my 
spanner." Thus deeply disturbed. 
but appearing externally normal, 
Clive approached his house. 

"Life'll be hell without my span­
ner," he thought. "Where will I 
ever get another like it ?" 

"Hello," he said to Mary after 
having opened the door of his 
house and entering. She nodded 
her head as if she'd heard him 
and continued setting the table. 

"I lost my job, dear," he con­
tinued, prefemng by experience the 
direct approach. 

This time she heard him and 
dropped the knives. Crash went 
tiie knives on the aluminium floor. 
"Your job," she screamed, and 
then, as if reconsidering, hopefully 
added, "Did you lose your span­
ner ?" 

"Yes, the spanner," he replied, 
cowering. Crash went the forks on 
the aluminiimi floor and out she 
stormed. 

"Off to mother's," thought Clive. 
"That's where she went when I 
lost the screw-driver." 

Clive picked up the knives and 
forks and left for the pub. "I'll 
go to the pub," he announced 
loudly and defiantly, trembling a 
little. Such defiance, especially his 
own, frightened him, and the loud­
ness hurt the roof of his mouth. 
But, of course, there was no one 
there to hear him. 

It was dark when he arrived at 
the pub. It was dark four hours 
later when he was ejected. "I'll 
get a rope to hang myself," he 
mumbled, "that's what I'll do." 

"What ?" asked a stranger who 
Clive had brushed against in his 
erratic gait. 

"A rope," he replied. 
"Oh !" said the stranger, already 

moving on. "A rope," Clive re­
peated, but it was unheard, 

It could easily be seen that Clive 
was in a severely depressed mood. 
• 'Damn spanner,'' he muttered 

loudly. "Lost my job. Bloody 
spanner !" he spluttered, spitting 
on the ground and laughing loudly. 
However, before he spat and before 
he laughed, Clive took a precau-
tinary look along the deserted 
street. "It wouldn't do to be 
caught," he mumbled. 

As he was crossing the bridge he 
could be heard saying, ' 'A rope 
to hang myself. Ha, ha ! A rope 
to hang myself. Ha, ha !" How­
ever, Clive didn't go home to fetch 
the rope, nor even to the hardware 
store. Instead, he slipped and fell 
into the grey river and drowned. 
As he sank he observed that the 
water's grey, but not before he 
was safely lodged in the silt did 
he risk a laugh. In any case, it 

was only a gurgle, and so it was 
all right; he need not have worried, 
but attention to such details appeal 
to men like Clive. 

The next morning Mary come 
home from her mother's to cook 
Clive his breakfast. She began by 
re-setting the table and yelling to 
Clive, but he didn't answer, so she 
started reading the newspaper. 
Splashed across the first page were 
headlines signalling the end of the 
spanner strike. "It's ended !" she 
shouted happily at the bedroom. 
But as Clive didn't answer, she 
continued reading. On the second 
page she read about Clive's mishap. 

"Christ," she said, and returned 
to her mother's, unknowingly leav­
ing the kettle boihng. 

Full Of features . . . car-type 
body, car-size wheels, people-
inspired seats, up - front, 
north-south engine (what'U 
they tliink of next ?) and, of 
all things, a boot! 
In spite of this spate of 
orthodoxy, it goes exceed­
ingly well (best 0 - 50 accele­
ration in its class). 

For those of you who arc inter­
ested, tlie following people are your 
representatives:— 
Faculty: 

Arts: D. Broderick and K. Dono­
van. 

Ecops.: I. Boraston and P. Steed-
man. 

Eng.: H. Ireland and I. WaUis. 
Law: N. Roberts and C. Smale, 
Med.: R. Dungen and R. Hasan. 
Science: M. Hubbert and T. 

Schauble. 
The Genera! Representatives are: 

D. Coffey, Gayle Courtney, G. 
Crawford, T. S. DUlon, P. J. Ellson, 
P. Eltham, D. Griffiths, G. Ho, M. 
Hull. H. B. Johnson, K. McNaugh-
ton, M. N. Nicholls and J, Pitten-
drich. The part-time Representa­
tive is S. Strong. 

The 4th S.R.C. handed over to 

The whims of fasliion play 
funny tricks on us. We ex­
perience times when girls 
look like boys and vice versa 
. . . cigarette lighters look 
like hand grenades and vice 
versa . . . gin bottles look 
like perfume bottles (justifi­
able in some cases). 
Today we see cars that look 
hke matchboxes — even half ^ ^^ , , , o n«r. 
tennis balls. All very novel. And Viva la value ! At £ 839 
Their singularity appeals to ^^ P^^^ y^" S^^ ^ ^^^^ ^^^ 
the nonconformist in us. ^^r virtually the price of a 
UntU, alas, they become so runabout. Cheney's of Dan-
popular that they lose their denong, phone 792 0371, will 
individuality. One begins to ^^ delighted to let you play 
feel like a square even in a around with a Viva between 
half-round car ' lectures purely as a matter 
But don't worry, the wheel ^̂ ^ academic interest. But 
has turned. As in restaurants ^^^ knows — you might 
where there's a definite even want to graduate t« 
swing back to food, the trend o ,̂̂ , knowing that Cheney's 
is to cars "^^ trade-in passe cars at 
Fathered by GMH, the fabu- true-value prices For the 
lous Vauxhall griffin has exercise, you might like some 
had a beautiful baby caUed "literature," including inde-
Viva, and, unlike its mother, Pendent road-test reports. When we had mastered our OHS 
it has made up its mind Fill in this coupon, as they which have caused some folks to 
what it is — a small car. say in the ads. reach for the booze, 

We were faced again with more 
despair 

When we came to the spellings 
1 S. A. CHENEY PTT. LTD. 15 LANGHORNE ST., DANDENONG. ' '^^ ^*' ^"^ ^^ , . ,-, ^ 
1 I Now ear is ear, in words like heai', 
. Please post to me printed material relating to VIVA, . "Ar" in heart 
' the GMH small car of which you speak so highly. ' ^njl "er" m heard; 
I J f o J -ĝ ĵ  j^,g j_ j^ IJ^ Bird, 

' ' Or it would be beard, 
I NAME I "Air" makes fair, else it would 

be fear. 
I I And I-B says "ear" in souvenir. 
I A D D R E S S , I And ear is ear, again In sear, 
I ' ' " I But "er" m search, 
1 I So it won't seem queer 
I ' If some folks thank that bear is 
I I 'oeer, 

••— — _— Wear is weir, or even were; 
And if it was, 

(WARNING : THIS IS AN ADVERTISEMENT) Bear could be bur. 

4th^5th S.R.C. 
the 5th last Friday. Handed over 
is perhaps too polite a phrase to 
use, subsided is probably better, for, 
in spite of the valiant efforts of 
Mr. Francis and a few stalwart 
followers, the fourth S.R.C. was a 
soggy failure. 

The reasons for its failure appear 
to bs legion. There was a signifi­
cant number of members, who, if 
the constitution had been rigidly 
upheld, would have been excluded. 
These missed at least 2 consecutive 
meetings without "a reasonable ex­
cuse"; whether the state of the 4th 
S.B.C. distressed them, or whether 
they tliemselves were a factor in 
creating this state is open to debate. 
They certainly did not rectify it by 
staying away. 

"These seven people, plus five re­
signations, brought the numbers of 

the fourth S.R.C. down to seven­
teen. The figures speak for them­
selves. 

It is hoped that the new members 
realise the extent of their responsi­
bilities and the trust placed in them 
by the student body. Below are the 
results of the Executive and Com­
mittee elections held on Thursday, 
the 30th. 
President: Tharum Dillon. 
Vice-President: Peter Steedman. 
Secretary: Peter Eltham. 
Treasurer: Mike Hubbert.. 
Clubs and Societies Chairman: John 

Pittendrich. 
Public Relations Officer: Greg Craw­

ford. 
N.U.A.U.S. Secretary: Michael Hull. 
Activities Chairman; Ian G. Wallis 

Robert H. Wilson, 
Returning Officer. 

More "Madness 99 

And therefore hear 
Would then be her. 
All this like the "or" in worm 
Stopping it becoming warm, 
But the rule says never on any term 
Are words like foi-m to be said like 

firm, 
And farm is never said like form. 
It's no wonder many try to shirk 
This system of spelling where 
Walk is work, 
Warm is worm. 
And clerk is Clark, 
But yet denies that 
Perk is park. 
When teaching illiterates the spell­

ing of IF, 
'Twist teacher and pupil is many 

the tiff 
As some "dumb ones" argue that 

of should be if, 
If O to write woman says I as in 

stiff, 
And often dull pupils think rang 

should be ring, 

Clang should be cling, 
And sang should be sing, 
So from these "dumb pupils" the 

teacher must cringe 
When he shows how the I sound 

gets into orange. 
Then some they will argue that 

cling should be clang, 
Ring should be rang, 
And sing could be sang, 
So teacher starts screaming and 

wishes to hang 
The blundering idiot 
Who first wrote meringue. 
To you the O-U-R in hour 
Seems out of place in journal, 
As it isn't O-U-R in shower, 
Or O-U-R in colonel, 
And O-U-R says "or" in four, 
But Flour isn't floor, 
For this may make our our say 

awe, 
And hour would then be whore. 

—By WRON WATCHINS. 
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Hell. Scoundrels need not apply; scoundrels normally have a reasonable 
degree of competence, and will, for their own benefit, maintain a higher 
standard ot efficient government than will benevolent fools. Witness the 
incomparable mare's-nest of tlie Congo, which has i-esulted far more from 
the blundering of fools .than machinations of villains. Villains wouldn't 
have loused things up so completely: nobody can make anything out of 
the idealistic shemozzle the Congo's become. 

Anarchy is government-that-is-no-government. In other words, each, 
individual citizen is his own ruler. Given that all the citizens are wise, 
benevolent, and competent, anarchy will produce a Utopia. Unfortunately. 
this requires that each citizen be in fact, not simply in his own perfectly 
sincere convictions, actually wise, benevolent, and competent. The observ­
able norm of human experience is that the incompebent lool will show the 
highest certainty of his own wise competence, the strongest conviction 
that his answers can be doubted, questioned, even discussed, only by 
black-hearted, evil-minded villains who seek to oppose his good, wise 
intentions. 

Constitution for Utopia 

Continued from P.! 

Given that all the rulers are-in-fact wise, benevolent and competent, 
Communism works just dandy. Tlie Catholic Church has certainly not 
opposed the concept of Communism — they had it centuries ago in various 
monastic orders. It's just that the Church objects to the actuality — the 
legalistic mechanisms — of Russian and Chinese style Communism. 

Since it can be pretty fairly shown that any form of government — 
from pure anarchy through absolute tyranny, with every possible shading 
in between — will yield Utopia provided the rulers are wise, benevolent, 
and compet'ent, the place to start engineering our Utopia is with the 
method of selecting iiilers. 

I suggest, in fact, that the only constitution Utopia needs is the 
method of selecting rulers. England has gotten along rather well for 
quite a period of time witliout a formal constitution; if they had a better 
system of selecting their rulers, no need for a constitution would arise. 
Wise rulers will change traditional methods of governmental operation 
when, but only when, the change is warranted. We need not bind future 
centuries with a code that now seems optimum; conditions can change 
rather drastically. Let us set up a method of selecting wise rulers — and 
then let their wisdom be fully fi--3e to operate. If they choose Tyranny — 
then it can be assumed that Tyranny is, for that time and situation, the 
optimum governmental system. With a wise tyrant, it is optimum in wai'. 
for instance. 

The problem is, was. and continues to be — "How to select the rulers?" 
Plato talked of "philosopher-kings" . . . but had a little difficulty defining 
them. The genetic system, based on the unfortunately false proposition 
"like father, like son" has been tried very widely. Of course, it's heresy 
to say so in a democracy, but we can observe that, as a matter of fact. 
despite the inaccuracy of that father-son idea, the system worked about as 
well as any other that's been tried. For one thing, it gave England some 
three hundred years of highly successful government. It's still not good 
enough — but it's not completely worthless. It must be recognised as 
having a very real degree of merit. Aristocracy as a system has worked 
quite weli Indeed. 

Plato's philosopher-king idea runs into the difficulty that, even today, 
we haven't any battery of tests that can be applied to small children that 
will, with useful reliability, distinguish the deviant-and-criminal from 
the deviant-and-genius. Plato's system depended on spotting the youthful 
philosopher-kings and educating them to the tasks of government; the 
system won't work, because we can't spot the wise-benevolent. 

It gets into further serious difficulty; the way to pass any test is to give 
the answers the examiner expects. It has nothing whatever to do with 
giving the right answers. Consider a question like "Is the government of 
the German Third Reich a democracy?" In Germany, in 1941, the answer 
was, of course, "Ja!" In the rest of the world the answer was different. 
Incidentally, can anyone give me a standard dictionary definition of 
"democracy" that does not, actually, apply to Hitler's Reich? The forms 
of democracy were there, you know . . . it was just that the rulers operat­
ing under those forms were not "'wise, benevolent, and competent." 

Any fonnal technique of testing applicants for rulership will have, 
underlying it, some formal theory of what constitutes "wise, benevolent 
and competent" . . . which theory rather inevitably turns out to mean 
"like me." 

That's perfectly understandable; the men drawing up the constitution 
are, of course, playing the role of rulers, temporarily. They feel themselves 
to be wise, benevolent, and competent . . . or they wouldn't be trying. 
And, of course, basically everyone feels himself "wise, benevolent, and 
competent," with the exception of rare moments when, in defence of 
justice, he has been forced to be malevolent and punish some wrong-doer 
who unjustly attacked his basic rights. Be it clearly recognised that a 
homicidal paranoic psychotic, who has just murdered fourteen people, feels 
deeply that he is wise, benevolent, and competent, and has courageously 
acted in defence of justice against great odds. They were all persecuting 
him, and he has simply rebelled against their tyrannies. 

Any method of testing, any fonnal, logical, reasonably worked out and 
rationally structui-ed technique of selecting those fit to rule . . . will be 
structured according to the examiners' theories of what "wise, benevolent 
and competent" means. The use of any rationally designed test simply 
means that the rationality of the test-builders is clamped on the examinees. 
iThey pass if they agree with the test-builders. 

I suggest, therefore, that the selection of rulers must be based on 
some nonrational method! Some method which, because it does not involve 
ajiy formal — or even hidden-postulate! — theory, will not allow any 
special philosophy of "wise, benevolent and competent" to be clamped on 
the future rulers. 

One possible irrational method would, of course, be selection by random 
chance. I think it's not necessary to go into details as to the unsuitabiiity 
of that particular nonrational method. 

The method 1 propose is a nonrational method which, however, practi­
cally every logician will immediately claim is the very essence of ration­
ality. It is, of course . . . in an ex post facto sense. I suggest a pure non-
theoretical pragmatic test. 

Of course, since the ultimate goal of rationality and lo^c is the map­
ping of pragmatic reality, there's a strong tendency for logicians to claim 
that any real, pragmatic test is logical. That's not a valid statement; 
while it is true that a chain of reasoning is valid if, and only if, it corre­
lates with reality, it Is not true tliat a thing Is real only if It correlates 
with logic. 

A pragmatic test is, therefore, a nonrational test. It may be said that 
"It is rational to use a pragmatic test." but that doesn't make a prag­
matic test a rational test. It does not depend on theory ~ and any 
rationality does. 

The only way we can maintain flexibility of viewpoint in our rulers is 
to make their selection Immune to theoretical determination. 

Aristocracy operates on the theory that wise men have wise sons. The 
theory has value . . . but it isn't sound enough for reliable, long-term use. 
It gets Into trouble because, theoretically, the son of the benevolent 
monarch will be benevolent, but practice turns up a not-quite-drooling 
idiot every now and then — and the theory of arlstocracv can't acknow­
ledge that. 

The Communists hold the reasonable sounding proposition that only 
the politically educated should be allowed to vote. Therefore only Party 
members, who have been given a thorough education in political theory 
ana practice, are permitted to vote. There's certainly a lot of sound value 
in that idea; it's not unlike Plato's carefully educated philosopher-kings 
as rulers. And suffers the same serious flaw; the way to pass an exami­

nation is to give the answers the 
examiner expects. The idea sounds 
good, but has the intrinsic difQculty 
that il rigidly perpetuates the poli­
tical theories of the originators. 

A theocracy accepts that only the 
dedicated priest is fit to rule, be­
cause his dedication to things above 
and beyond this world, and his 
communion with God, make him 
uniquely qualified. That system's 
worked fairly well, now and then. 

Robert Heinleln. proposed that 
only those who accepted the respon-
sibihty of defending the nation in 
the armed forces should have the 
right to vote. There are very few 
systems of selecting rulers that have 
not been tried somewhere, some-
when; that military-responsibility 
test for rulers has been tried. It 
works very well . . . so long as the 
military is run by wise, benovelent 
and competent Instructors. That, 
however, as I've said, is true of any 
system of government whatever. In 
actual practice, the Roman Legions 
became the effective rulers of Rome 
during the Empire period — and the 
results were horrible. Anyone wish­
ing to be Emperor need only bid for 
it, and if he offered the Legions 
enough money, they'd murder the 
current emperor, and Install him. 
One Emperior lasted four days, as I 
remember It, before someone out­
bid him. 

This, again, is based on the 
theory that the Legions should feel 
responsible. 

Finally, the theory of popular de­
mocracy says "Let everyone vote; 
do no selecting of rulers, and ithere 
will be no unjust rulers in power." 

That theory is fundamentally 
false, by ancient and repeated prag­
matic test. Maybe it should be true, 
but it isn't. TTie most deadly dan­
gerous, destructive and degrading of 
all possible rulers Is installed in 
power when true Popular Demo­
cracy gets into power. 

The diCBculty Is tliis; tlie old saw 
that "Power corrupts: absolute 
power corrupts absolutely," is not 
quite correct. Power does not cor­
rupt; no matter how great the 
power a man may hold, he will not 
become corrupt . . . If he is not 
also immune. It is immunity that 
corrupts; absolute Immunity cor­
rupts absolutely. I need very little 
power to be a force for unlimited 
destruction — if I am absolutely 
immune. 

Therein lies the key to that hor­
rible mass-entity known as the 
Mob. A mob has no organisation 
that can be punished; it is immune. 

The members of the mob are im­
mune through anonymity. It has 
huge physical mass-power, it is im­
mune to the resistance of its vic­
tims, and to the opposition of any 
normal poUce force. Only an army 
call disrupt a mob; even so, the 
mob cannot be punished — called to 
account and its immunity broken— 
because It simply disperses, and no 
one of the ordinary citizens who 
composed It Is the mob, or "be­
longs to" 'the mob. 

The immunity of the mob can 
produce a corrupting and degrad­
ing effect that utterly appalls those 
who were swept up in it, afterward. 
No viciously sadistic affair In the 
Romari Arena exceeds in corruption 
and degradation what a modem 
mob, anjnvhere in any nation today. 
including the United States, will do. 
The mob will do things that no one 
member of that mob will consider 
doing. 

Immunity, and the sense of im­
munity, is the deadliest of corrupt­
ing Influences. It is. in essence, 
simply the result of cutting off the 
normal negative feedback, the pain-
messages that warn of excesses. 
Imagine yourself not only blinded, 
but deprived of all kinesthetic sense, 
so you could not tell where your 
limbs were, how hard your muscles 
were pulling, or whether you were 
touching anything; you would then 
be totally immune to external mes­
sages. You would certainly tear 
yourself to pieces in a matter of 
minutes. 

The record of hlstoiy seems to in­
dicate one fundamental law of 
civilizations: Tlie Rulers must al­
ways be a minority group, or the 
culture will be destroyed. 

Note this: under the exact and 
literal interpretation of democracy, 
it is perfectly legitimate democracy 
for a ninety per cent, majority to 
vote that the ten per cent, minority 
be executed by public torture. In a 
Roman Arena style spectacle. 

The advantage of having the 
Ruler-s a minority group is that, 
under those conditions, no group 
has the deadly feeling of Immunity. 
The Rulers are a minority, and 
know it, and must rule circum­
spectly; like the mahout driving an 
elephant, they must rule always 
with the realisation that they rule 
by sufferance only — not by in­
alienable right. 

The majority, then, knows it is 
ruled — that it Is not immune to 
punishment, that it is not free to 
become a mob. 

True popular democracy—true rule by the majority — establishes the 
goverrunent of the mob. It was the growing influence of tihe people of 
Rome, under the venal and practically inoperative rule of the Legions — 
the Legions wanted money, not political responsibility; they were fools, 
rather than villains — that built up to the demand of "Com and Games!" 
and the consequences th&t followed, 

A minority group, aware that it is a minority group, is also aware of 
the problems of other minority groups through direct, personal experience. 

Long ago, MachiaveUi pointed out that the Prince cannot rule In the 
face of the active opposition of his people; the Prince must rule circum­
spectly, for he Is a minority. 

So whatever system of choosing Rulers we may select for our Utopia — 
it must be a system that never allows any group to achieve the position 
that, inevitably, every group wants to achieve — a position of security! 
The concept of "security" is, in essence, the same as "immunity"; I am 
secure if I am Immune to all attack, or efforts to punish or compel me. 
The Rulers must never be secure; since they are to have the power of 
rule, they must not be a majority, so that there will be ever-present in­
security of the potential threat of the great mass of people. The majority, 
on the other hand, must never have security from the power of their 
rulers — or they become a self-destructive mob. 

This boils down to the proposition that we want a non-theoretical-
ratlonal test for selecting a minority group of people who will be, with 
high reliability, relatively wise, benevolent, and competent. 

The simplest test for this, that does not depend on the rationale and 
prejudgment of the examiners, is the one the founders of the United 
States proposed — and which we have rejected. It's quite nontheoretical. 
and hence has a tendency to be exceedingly irritating to our sense of 
justice — sense of "what ought to be." The test Is simply whether or not 
a man is competent to manage his own affairs in the real world about him; 
is he a successful man in the pragmatic terms of economic achievement? 

The difference between a crackpot and a genius is that a genius makes 
a profit — that his idea is economically useful, that it returns more in 
product than it constunes in raw material. 

Now it is perfectly true that competence does not guarantee benevo­
lence. But it's also true we have, for this argument, agreed that we're not 
designing a constitution for Heaven, but for Utopia — an optimum engi­
neering system, not a perfect system. Inasmuch as no one can define 
"benevolent," we're stuck on that one. But we can say this with pretty 
fair assurance: a man who consistently injures his associates will not have 
a successful business for long. A man may hurt his associates quite com­
monly. and be highly successful — provided his hurts are, however painful, 
essentially beneficial. The good dentist is a simple example. But the man 
who injures will not be successful for long; the "painless' dentist who is 
incompetent, and uses lavisli anaesthesia to cover up his butchery, for 
instance, doesn't hurt his patients, but won't remain in business long. 

The founders of this nation proposed that a voter must have five 
thousand dollars worth of property — a simple economic test, perfectly 
pi-agmatlc tied with no theoretical strings abcnit how he garnered his 
fl,ve thousand dollars. The equivalent today would be somewhat nearer 
one hundred thousand dollars. 

That particular form of the test Is not quite optimum, I think; instead 
of a capital-owned test, an earned-income test would be wiser, probably. 
A man can inherit property, without inheriting the good sense of the father 
who garnered it. But earned-income is a test of his competence. 

It violates our rational-theoretical sense of justice, because not all men 
have equal opportunities for education, a start in business, et cetera. 

But we're seeking a non-theoretical, non- "Just", purely pragmatic 
test, so that alone would not be an argument against the economic-success 
test. 

Also — to use the dental analogy in another context — If a certain man 
wants to be a dentist, and has never had the opportunity to study the 
subject, but sets himself up as a dentist, and wants to work on your 
teeth . . . why shouldn't he? Is it his fault he never had an opportunity to 
go to dental school? Why shouldn't he start trying out his own, original 
ideas on your teeth . . . ? 

Are you being unfair to him if you refuse to allow him to practise 
on you? 

And are you being imfair when you refuse to allow a man who never 
had an opportunity for an adequate education to practice on your nation's 
affairs? Look, friend — this business of running a nation isn't a game of 
patty-cake; it's for blood, sweat and tears, you know. It 's sad that the guy 
didn't have all the opportunities he might have . . . but the pragmatic 
fact is that he didn't, and the fact that he can't make a success of his 
own private affairs is excellent reason for taking the purely pragmatic, 
nontheoretical position that that is. in itself, reason for rejecting his vote 
on national affairs. 

There's another side to the pragmatic test, however; neither Abraham 
Lincoln, George Washington Carver, nor Thomas Edison ever had an 
adequate opportimity for education. The guy who bellyaches that his 
failure In life is due to lack of opportunity has to explain away such 
successful people as those three before he has any right to blame all his 
misfortunes on tlie liard, cruel world around. Those three individuals all 
got the vote, aristocrats, and formal intellectualists to the contrary not­
withstanding. One un (formally) educated frontiersman, one Negro bom 
a slave, and one nobody who never got beyond grammar school; three 
properly qualified Rulers. They made a success of their private affairs; let 
them have a hand in the nation's affairs. We do not care who their parents 
were; we need not concern ourselves with their children, for the children 
will vote only if they, themselves make a success of their own private 
affairs. 

Let's make the Test for Rulers simply that the Individual's earned 
annual income must be in the highest twenty per cent, of the population. 
This automatically makes them a minority group, selected by a pragmatic 
test. It bars no one. on any theoretical or rationalized grounds whatever: 
any man who demonstrates that he can handle his private affairs with 
more than ordinary success is a Voter, a Ruler. 

The earned-annual-income figure might be determined by averaging 
the individual'5 actual income over the preceding ten per cent, of his life, 
taken to the nearest year. Thus if someone eighteen years old has, for two 
years, been averaging in the top twenty per cent. ~ he votes. He may be 
young, but he's obviously abnormally competent. The system also lops off 
those who are falling Into senility. It automatically adjusts to inflation 
and/or recession. 

It Isn't perfect; remember we're designing Utopia, not Heaven. We 
must not specify how the income is earned; to do so would put theory-
rationalisations back in control. If a man makes fifty thousand dollars a 
year as a professional gambler — he votes. Anybody who guesses right 
that consistently has a talent the nation needs. 

There may be many teachers, ministers, and the like, who by reason of 
their dedication to their profession do not make the required income level. 
If they're competent teachers and ministers, however, they'll have many 
votes— through their influence on their students or parishioners. If they're 
incompetent, they will have small influence, and deserve no vote. 

The economic test does not guarantee benevolence; it does guarantee 
more-than-average competence, when so large a number as twenty per cent. 
of the population is included. And while it doesn't guarantee benevolence 
—• it provides a very high probability, for each successful man is being 
judged-in-action by his neighbors and associates. They would not trade 
with him, or consult him. If his work were consistently injurious. 

There are exceptions, those eternally puzzling areas of human dis­
agreement between sincerely professed theory, and actual practice. Pios-
tltutlon Is perhaps the clearest example: for all the years of civilized 
history, prostitution has been condemned. It 's been legislated against, and 
Its practitioners scorned . . . by the same population that, through all the 
years of civilized history have continued to support in action that ancient 
and dishonoured institution. 

There are many such areas of human ambivalence; no theoretical or 
rational solution appears to be in sight. The simple fact remains that, 
by popular vote-In-action, not in tiieory, prostitution, illegal gambling, 
and various other socially-denounced institutions continue to win wide 
popular support. 

So . . . Utopia still won't be Heaven. But maybe we can say it will 
never be a Blue Nose Hell, either! 

O.K., friends — now it's your turn! 
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Life, or mere Survival 
You must choose. A communist 

nuclear-backed ultimatum over the 
question of Berlin, or Cuba, or 
some question yet to be raised may 
come up tomorrow. If it does, where 
will you stand? You must decide 
now between resistance or surrender. 
The decision you make determines 
the posture of the nation. It also 
indicates what it is you are living 
for. 

Tags and slogans have held the 
field too long, whether pro- or anti­
war. Here we cast a quick eye over 
what U.S. students say for them­
selves. And for us, as for them, 
the question is no longer an aca­
demic one. 

This is the dilemma dramatically 
facing American univei-sity stu­
dents. Surveys reported in such 
magazines as Yale's "Moderator" 
give striking portraits of the tur­
moil produced among our American 
counterparts by this question. 

"I did not choose to be bom in 
this country," says one student. "It 
was by chance that I was bom here. 
So why should I be willing to sacri­
fice my life for it?" If you agree 
with him, you share with some 25 
per cent, of students the conviction 
Chat "living is an absolute and is 
not glorified by any complicated 
system of beliefs." These students 
look at the problem of a nuclear 
ultimatum with a criUcal eye, try­
ing to explore every possible choice 
open to a man who values life it­
self over an abstract ideal. To them, 
surrender could mean a chance to 
continue to select and choose a way 
of life as they see fit. 

These choices depend on various 
rational considerations. One of 
them is that survival under any cir­
cumstances means that the spirit 
of democracy can still rise again 
despite communist subjection. 
because enough people have been 
saved from annihilation to fight 
back. To cause a nuclear war, fur­
thermore, is to admit defeat. "Self-
annihilation is not courageous, for 
it means that we have failed to 
accoropliish a worthwhile goal and 
have taken the easy way out. Right 
now, in fact, we are no longer 
moving toward a worthwhile goal." 

If this is true, then "to die for 
•the abstract conception of an Ame­
rican way of life would be to die 
for a series of confused and wrongly 
emphasised values." The U.S. is 
becoming a victim of mass ideologies 
and extremist thought. For this rea­
son victory by either side in the 
Cold War could be a change for 
the 'better. If the communists win, 
life under Soviet rule may not be 
so bad as most people say it will. 
In fact, it "might be in harmony 
with the highest human ideals than 
a self-satisfied materialistic society 
like ours." 

Most of all, however, "Where 
there's life, there's hope." If there 
is life, we can continue to progress 
toward a better future, constantly 
re-evaluating the principles for 
which we live. We must somehow 
justify hundreds of years of pro­
gress by keeping as many people 
alive as is humanly possible. As a 
student from Williams says, "If the 
question did come to that of total 
annihilation, loss of life and hun­
dreds of years of progress, if it 
did come to the question of being 
Red or Dead, I think I'd like to 
be just a plain survivor." 

Must any choice between surren­
der and resistance be made at all? 
One man says outright, "This is 
not a choice with which I am cur­
rently faced." Over 10 per cent, of 
the students do feel the choice 
hanging over their heads, but they 
are not sure what to do about it. 
Some feel they might surrender if 
total annihilation of the human 
race were possible or if they received 
sufficient guarantees from the com­
munists that "life would go on 
much as it does now." Others are 
forced to conclude finally, that 
guarantees would be impossible to 
insure or would toe revoked in time 
by the conquerors. The hope ex­
pressed by almost all the undecided 
students Is that they will them­
selves have enough courage when 
the time comes to make the right 
choice and support the national 
decision. As one student adds, "We 
cannot in the end escape completely 
the moral choice." 

Sixty-five per cent, of the stu­
dents believe that, "the self Is not 

worth dying for, but ideals are." The 
question of how many people are 
killed in a nuclear attack becomes 
irrelevant In tliis case for "the per­
son has achieved a victory; the fact 
that many others are dying or that 
no one sees it in no way diminishes 
its worth." Perhaps the greatest 
ideal is "the right to be called a 
man." 

In addition to any significant 
meaning in death Itself, some would 
die only for family and friends. 
death twing too personal to be 
abstract. On the other hand, some 
of us would die purely for our reli­
gion, even if by so dohig we appear 
"unrealistic." Few would die for 
democratic ideals as such, though 
many unique considerations follow 
from a heart-felt obligation to U.S. 
history and the struggles of all man­
kind. 

"In the 1770's," says a freshman, 
"we used to make flags with rattle­
snakes sown on them bearing the 
phrase, 'Don't Tread on Me!' Now 
we design flags with doves and olive 
branches (U.N.). Patrick Henry 
would look awfully ridiculous say­
ing: 'Give me peace or give me 
death. '" If more people had an 
historical awareness and a sense of 
continuity with their patriotic fore­
fathers. the decision to rasist a 
communist threat would not be dif­
ficult. "Too many Americans forget 
that the only reason for the exis­
tence of this country in the first 
place was to maximise human free­
dom." Under communism we would 
each of us become a number, not 
a name, and so we must stand up 
for our liberties. 

Lastly, we are concerned for the 
rest of humanity and for the spiri­
tual growth of posterity. One girl 
refuses to believe that oiu: country 
ought to be saved more than a Hun­
gary should, simply because we are 
Americans. Other countiies and 
future generations deserve to live 
for the "Four Freedoms" as much 
as we do. If we don't fight for 
these freedoms, they will become 
meaningless; if we think now we 
might surrender, "then we will sur­
render and history will record: 
'They loved life so much that they 
gave it up for mere existence.' " 

Glickman Trio 
The GUckman Trio (Sybil Cope-

land, violin; John Glickman, viola; 
Henry Wenig) provided the third 
recital In the current lunchtime 
concert series. They began with a 
trio of the little-known composer-
violinist Giardini. This work is 
showy and brilliant in an obvious 
way—it is easy to imagine it win­
ning favour in court because of 
its dash and mannered emotion. 
The Glickmans were only too happy 
to meet the virtuoso demands of the 
music. Their running scale pas­
sages in the opening allegro were 
executed with the all-to-rare com­
bination of precision and stylistic 
control. The largo movement was 
played with warm, singing tone, and 
the final vivace had all the grace 
and bravura that the movement re­
quired. It is surely only such mar­
vellous playing which can justify 
performance of such unimaginative 
music. 

Schubert's one-movement trio 

proved to be in many ways a pale 
reflection of the wonderful quartet 
movement in C minor. It has oc­
casional touches of beautiful melody 
and emotional outburst, but as a 
whole lacks cohesion. 

Dohnaiigi's "Serenade" for string 
trio showed many varied Influences. 
The opening "March" movement, 
typical of post-Brahmian romanti­
cism, is based on a thick, heroic 
march tune and a broad, intense 
second melody over heavy rhythms. 
A "Romance" movement with a 
long wandering theme was followed 
by a last movement with spikey pas­
sages and occasional melodic 
snatches over complex rhythms and 
pizzicati not unlike some of Bar-
tok's quartet writings. Then fol­
lowed a chorale-like theme with 
variations, and the work concluded 
with a movement heavily drenched 
in sentimentality, containing refer­
ences to the first movement. 

The most striking quality of the 
Glickman Trio is their virtuostic 
approach to the music, making it at 
times sound like a solo concerto 
for three instruments, but their 
playing is nevertheless based on 
deep musical insight and a measure 
of ensemble which can only be ob­
tained by friends working together 
over a period of many years. 

These lunch-time concerts have 
had consistently large and appre­
ciative audiences, fortunately un­
affected by "sophistication." Mon-
ash's academic staff, well known for 
its musicality, has been notably 
conspicuous for its lack of support 
in attendance. It is hard to think 
of completely satisfactory or com­
plimentary reasons for this par­
ticularly as the standard of per­
formance has been, and, I believe, 
will continue to be, of the highest 
order. 

—MORRIS GRADMAN. 

Who knows, if we stand up to the 
communists, we may live anyway, 
for "a nation willing to die for what 
it believes may paradoxically live 
and prosper." 

"It is not the American way of 
life that we live for but for the 
freedom to choose our way of life 
for which America stands." When 
faced with the choice of whether 
to resist or surrender we have the 
choice not to be American because 
we are free to do so. But life under 
communism does not permit us to 
choose. It is this right that we 
must defend. As one student says, 
"I would fight, not motivated by 
any great patriotic feeling, but 
just from knowing that there is a 
value in living free that I would 
not want to give up." If people 
were to thus question their motives 
for living they might find tJiat sur­
render is no longer a possible alter­
native. 

There is a danger, perhaps, in 
both of these approaches to a 
nuclear ultimatum. Both sides, the 
''Better-Deads'' and the "Better-
Reds" can be accused of being 
divorced from the facts. But still, 
we must choose. Regardless of the 
facts, we are in a human situation 
which cannot be avoided or dis­
missed. We must come to grips with 
it. 

A Yale Freshman faces the choice 
with reference to George Orwell's 
1984. "O'Brien says to Winston 
Smith. 'If you want a picture of the 
future, imagine a foot stamping on 
a human face — forever!' What 
we stand to lose in the coming years 
are those characteristics which make 
us human and therefore set us apart 
from the animal. To stop the boot 
from stamping on our human dig­
nity. nothing should be compro­
mised, not even human life." 

It's been so, so long 
^»Q was qoing fo kiss whom firsf was a problem at Essendon yesfrer-

Mr Stoneham yester- I 
day renewed his offer I 
to meet Mr Bolte out- I 
side Parliament. House | 

WASHINGTON, Thurs., AAP-Reuter. — The Prime 
Minister, Sir Robert Menzies, was reported 

satisfied today tliat he had established a close relation­
ship with President Johnson. 

P n l i r A ^t^t T^^^ ^ ° years the 40 detectives in a 
• " " » ' « < l l , l r London West End police station failed 
iirkt^m,.^.^ff to uncover a man who was running extor­

tion and protection rackets and framing 
innocent people right under their noses. 

The man was their boss 
— Detective - Sergeant 
Harold Challenor, 42. 

'proper' 
T H E Chief Secretary, 

, Mr Bylah. said last 
night it appeared tha t 
police had ac t td pro­
perly In an incident 

Change could mean rule by a 
Labor Party relying on 
Country Party support. 

It would mean going back to 
the makeshifts and in­
trigues which used to juggle 
parties in and out of ofllce. 

It was when we got away from 
those frustrating quick-
changes that Victoria's 
great modern age of pro­
gress began. 

"I come from Country 
Par ty territory, boy, and 
"f. don't like this citv 
rubbish about New Aus-
; t , ' ' J " " ; l " ' " ' ' " « " s better 
and these affectations 
'^^^e^Ung spzghHti ^na V.UUV\.JJ, ^AUUaau \JtLlYVlO'Vy. UJ XAlVJtJ ^ITUJt <X 

Co, Llmll«I. 233 ColUn« St , . Melbourne. 
Edited by J. Blaieley. T Schaubie. D. Broder-

Ick, Vlclorla Grove, F e m y Creek. 
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Part Two of "The Whole Hog ?' 

Reform in Practice 
I. 

I have been severely criticized 
since my last article in "Lot's 
Wife," as a bright-eyed, impracti­
cal idealist. I justify the extreme 
picture I painted of a future "Arts 
Faculty" on the grounds that space 
was short and by flying immediately 
to the opposite extreme I could 
best illustrate and question the 
value judgments that are respon­
sible for the present system so 
excellently deplored by Mr. Mc-
Viltys. I did not intend the matter 
to end tliere, but naively hoped 
that such an extreme case would 
provoke written comment and thus 
give me a chance to expand my 
views in defence. 

The gist of the verbal criticism 
runs something like this: "What 
We need now is an immediate, prac­
tical plan for reform and not re­
volution or castles in the air," The 
trouble with reform is that it in­
evitably entails compromise and 
"grey" middle-of-the-road policies 
when what is really needed is com­
plete and radical structural and 
mental changes within the Univer­
sity. 

My critics seem to accept the 
current fashionable philosophy of 
the "Affluent Society" which main­
tains you have your cake and eat 
it. too. I don't subscribe to this 
belief, and I don't think it is a 
hangover of bourgeois puritanism 
to believe it you want something 
badly enough you should be pre­
pared to make sacrifices. In the 
field of university education we 
Should throw out anachronistic 
value - Judgments completely and 
acknowledge the sacrifices entailed. 

Nevertheless, it is widely believed 
that it must be possible to avoid 
both the evils of the present sys­
tem; speciaUzation, mass-educa­
tion, and subservience to society's 
values: and also the irresponsibi­
lity, narrow exclusivism and "eli­
tism" that I seemed to suggest. 
Just like tutorial papers, I wa5 
continually told, "the answer must 
be somewhere in the middle be­
tween the two extremes." Perhaps 
it does. 

First of all, we needn't wholly 
reject specialization and degenerate 
into completely individualized self-
study. It is sufaeient if we recog­
nize the evils of the declining 
phase of this "tool" and at the 
.same time attempt to repair the 
linkages and overall cohesion of 
subjects and Faculties. For far too 
long the University has concen­

trated on the centripetal forces of 
specialization which form the "ex­
plosive" part of the knowledge 
explosion without maintaining the 
integrative forces working in the 
opposite direction, it must now 
emphasize synthesis and encourage 
so-called "synthesizers" and syn­
thesizer subjects in their own right 
to spring up straddling several disci­
plines. Sociology, and "Cultural 
History," for example, already do 
this. 

I do not share the pessimistic 
belief that individual men can have 
no conception or understanding of 
the totality of human knowledge 
and hence must specialize on one 
minute segment. I believe that 
once the particular mass of facts 
and data of particular subjects are 
sorted and distilled by skilled per­
sons (perhaps even computers). 
then the subject can be made com­
prehensible to any intelligent stu­
dent. The measure as Ortega 
points out must still be Man, and 
Man's comprehension should not be 
shackled by subjects too concerned 
with the particular and with details 
to worry about general underlying 
threads leading to understanding. 

For understanding or the lack of 
it is half the cause of contemporary 
atomization of society. Each spe­
cialist is seen, and overtly re­
spected, as an "authority" in his 
own field which he jealously guards, 
keeping all foreigners out of the 
"Physics Guild" or the "History 
Guild." 

The analogy with the monkeys 
up the Banares Palm trees is en­
lightening. All is quiet, but as soon 
as one monkey tries to climb up 
another tree he is immediately 
pelted by coconuts. Yet lack of 
understanding between disciplines 
or "cultures" is not only academic­
ally inefficient but also dangerous 
as the case of the American Atom 
Scientist in 1945 shows. 

Yet if we encourage "synthesis" 
as well as specialists, and perhaps 
build up "General courses." won't 
we run the risk of superficiality 
and shallowness ? Not if the syn­
thesizers who do the reducing and 
generalizing are skilled enough and 
the dangers continually pointed out. 
We are already attempting some­
thing along these lines at Monash 
when Third Year Arts students are 
compelled to take a special sciencfi 
course. But this is not enough, 
and certainly has not yet achieved 
the necessary sophistication and 

efficiency they will gain as the 
years go by. 

The specialization into Snow's 
"Two Cultures" (Humanities and 
Science) is indeed the deepest gulf 
we must overcome, but no less im­
portant are the innumerable sub-
sub-specializations within these two 
monoliths that must be bridged. It 
is here the real synthesizing work 
should go on first; to break down 
the walls between Philosophy and 
History, and so on. 

II. 
As far as meeting the "mass-

explosion" problem, the answer 
here again is not to exclude 98% 
of our present Arts students as I 
originally suggested as a provoca­
tion. It is sufficient that we make 
a university education a privilege 
which really has to be earned in­
stead of a "right" handed out 
gratis by the Welfare State. At 
the moment our selection process 
for University rests upon the Matri­
culation exam., and once accepted 
the student is subject to further 
sorting processes carried out by a 
vigorous totorial and examination 
ssytem which is daily increasing its 
hold over the student. 

Hence the reason for such high 
first-year failure rates. Freshers, 
one out of three of you will need 
to repeat subjects next year, if 
not the whole year. Isn't this 
hypocrisy to allow students to enter 
the University and then because of 
the "economic ceiling" (lack of 
facilities, staff. &c.). force them 
out later ? Imagine the chaos if 
90% of the First Year students 
passed into Second and Third years. 
The present system, therefore, 
means relative ease of entry for 
very young students and hajsh sort­
ing out later during University. This 
promotes the competitive one-up­
manship and academic rat race as 
students give up much in the way 
of critical judgment and harmoni­
ous co-operative study to make sure 
that the other fellow leaves and a 
"place in the sun is assured." 

Surely it is better to have a 
stricter selection process (based if 
necessary, and with safeguards, 
on aptitude. I.Q., oral and teacher 
report as well as written, tests) at 
the start of a University career al­
lowing relative freedom from com­
petitive sorting out later on. The 
danger here, of course, is a per­
nicious 11 plus system or Young's 
"Rise of the Meritocracy," a night­
mare satire of a future world do­

minated by I.Q. But again if rigidly 
supervised by use of these supple­
mentary selection processes, need 
not lead to mistakes worse than the 
present anachronistic University 
qualification of Matriculation. 

III. 
The third problem as I saw it 

was the relations of Society and 
the University. The two are inter­
twined in a most subtle way. One 
draws upon and helps the other. 
If we look about us and see society 
as worshipping "sick" values, it is 
up to the University to provide new 
value systems. The Univerity 
should be the initiator of new and 
exciting thoughts and plans for so­
ciety. Instead it either bends before 
society's demands which thus trans­

forms it to society's image, or it 
tries to isolate itself and seek shel­
ter in the "ivory tower" on the 
hill. But retreat is not wanted ! It 
was a similar academic retreat 
removed from society that heralded 
the so-called Dark Ages. We must 
not allow students to ^otistically 
cut themselves off or worship a de­
generate philosophy that condones 
this atomisation. The University 
must see to it that the values its 
students go out into the world with 
are not those of Osborne when he 
says . . . "there are no more causes 
in the world worth fighting for 

Ross Cooper, 
Arts III 

National Surveys in Ameri­
ca have pointed out that 72% 
of college students list as a 
major purpose in school is to 
learn to get along with other 
people . . . Most courses de­
mand only simple measure­
ment and no creative skill 
needed . . . The student 
who is the most successful 
is a bit rebellious, a hit off 
heat . . , 

THE CREATIVE MIND IN AN ACADEMIC ENVIRONMENT 

students overwhelmingly agree 
that academic achievement alone is 
useless (some 90%). It involves a 
process of memorizing and regurgi­
tating material presented by over-
specialized professors. The process 
involves little reflection and even 
less imagination, for between stu­
dent and professor one thing is 
almost always missing: creativity. 

Students in America seem to re­
spect creativity much more than 
academic achievement. Tlie creative 
perscHi to them is first and foremost 
orighial and imaginative. He takes 
the initiative in everything he does. 
To a lesser extent he is also sensi­
tive and independent in his ap­
proach to any problem. When the 
creative person is involved in 
academic work these qualities are 
stifled. Students deplore this situa­

tion; they ask that something be 
done about it. 

They ask that tlie whole relation­
ship between student, and professor 
be altered to permit the student to 
exercise the full range 5f his creative 
abilities- In fact, the whole academic 
atmosphere must be graduated to a 
new level of concentration. Tlie 
key note of this new atmosphere, 
not surprisingly. Is freedom. 

"Freedom to be creative is exactly 
what the academic environment 
should not and must not have," says 
a thoughtful student minority 
(10%). "The academic environ­
ment is opposed to and disrupted by 
any form of creativity"; "the two 
are impossible to reconcile." 
Furthermore, "the academic en­
vironment is opposed to almost all 
change and criticism, worships the 

past, and restricts the future. The 
creative person has no place in this 
environment because he struggles to 
find the future in the present." 

"The academic environment 
ceases to be academic if it tries to 
encourage the creative individual." 
"It was made to teach those who 
are interested in what the world has 
created thus far." "A college should 
stimulate creativity only if it is 
established primarily for that pur­
pose"; tiie Rhode Island School of 
Design is a good example of this 
kind of college. Otherwise, it should 
concentrate on satisfying other de­
mands, for "there is a real need to­
day for excellently trained, but not 
particularly creative personnel." 

If a student at a liberal arts col­
lege wishes to be creative, says the 
minority, there are plenty of oppor­

tunities for him to fulfill himself in 
extra-curricular activities. Any at­
tempt to make the curriculum serve 
the creative mind defeats this work­
ing relationship between academics 
and extra-curricular activity. 
Furthermore, if creativity is a higher 
level" of achievement, the college 
student is not yet ready to move to 
it ^^ithout first developing intel­
lectual discipline. 

The academic environment and 
the creative mind may not be in­
compatible. then, because both re­
quire discipline. But many students 
protest colleges do not provide the 
right kind of discipline for the crea­
tive mind because they do not 
encourage students to be creative 
in the first place and then do not 
provide him with the necessary 
guidance. 

From the beginning, college ad­
missions officers do not give candi­
dates enough personal attention. 
"Creative Individuals can never be 
recognised by objective testing. They 
can only be recognised by other 
alert people, and on a personal 
basis." Furthermore, the college 
must also be willing to recognise 
that creative ability ranks on a par 
with scholastic achievement and 
must do more than it does now 
to populate the campus with "well 
lopsided" individuals, as well as 
"well rounded" ones. 

Once in college, the inherently 
creative student must receive both 
discipline and challenge from the 
individual instructor. This Is the 
single, most impoitant and best 
supported point raised by student 
discussion. Faculty membei's should 
take it upon themselves to find 
the creative student and help liim 
make the classroom the point of 
departure for creative effort. Witli-
out faculty initiative, the sensitive 
student may never even approach 
his full potential. "A creative per­
son's work necessarily reflects 
something deep about himself. If 
the person is shy about it, he will 
either not display his creativity or 
will feel obliged to take on an exotic 
air to let everybody know he does­
n' t care what they think of him." 
If the student is not to retire into 

himself or become a hypocrite, he 
must be able to practice with and 
apply the ideas he learns in his 
courses. 

One trouble with colleges as they 
now stand is that they foster in 
the student a "success complex, and 
as it is hard to be successful in 
the arts, people don't like to be 
caught in a halfway stage. It should 
be emphasised that you can learn 
by doing as well as by rational dis­
section." Students feel tiiat "doing" 
is vital to the development of the 
creative mind (96 per cent.). It is 
the responsibility equally of the stu­
dent and of the instructor to allow 
the student to work out tlie impli­
cations of his studies under the 
personal direction of an equally 
imaginative teacher. Within such 
a relationship, the student will be 
able to progress from the level of 
scholastic achievement to the level 
of creative fulfilment of his abihties. 
"Creativity is perhaps the next step 
above academic acliievement and it 
is only when you know the groiuid-
work and basics that you are in a 
poBition to be creative," The imiver-
sity which fosters undivided stu­
dent-teacher relationships will be 
able to make the academic basis do 
something for the lives of its under­
graduates. 

Tlie struggle of the modem stu­
dent is that of the fly caught in a 
web. The isolation of overloaded 
teachers caught up in the stampede 
to "publlsh-or-perish," the anony­
mity of large lectures, and the auto­
mation of audio-visual mechanical 
methods destroys almost all chance 
for him to develop within the tea­
cher-pupil relationship which 
created real individuals in the days 
of Socrates and Abelard. Students 
today are ready to move on — or 
back — to the Socratic method, 
They ai-e not satisfied with routine 
work and play. They feel ready 
to attempt a new level of achieve­
ment both inside and outside 
the curriculum. They long to 
participate now in the making of 
new ideas and new .things so that 
when they practice on the world 
at large they will be more than 
ready to meet the demands of a 
rapidly changing environment. 
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Mathematics, and the mechanics of philosophy 

A place for the Subconscious 
rwTHERE'S a huge difference be-
••• tween an intellectual convic­
tion — no matter how completely 
sincere — and an emotional feel­
ing of belief. An intellectual con­
viction is usually logical, and some­
times it's even rational — but it 
lacfcs real motivating power. 

The difference between "logical" 
and "rational" really becomes true, 
deep feeling-awai-eness only when 
you have the experience of arguing 
with someone who is perfectly logi­
cal, absolutely and irrefutably logi­
cal . . . and irrational. The "com­
puting psychotic" type of the com­
mitted insane represents the end-
example of the type. This logic will 
be absolutely flawless; you'll shoi'tly 
find that you. not he, are guilty 
of false syllogisms, argumentum 
ad hominen, distribute d-mlddle, 
and other forms of bad logic. 

Only he goes on being magnifi­
cently irrational, despite his perfect 
logic. 

The problem is. of course, that 
perfect logic applied to false pos­
tulates yields perfectly logical ir­
rationality. The Master False Pos­
tulate of the system the computing 
psychotic operates on is one widely 
accepted: "Anything that is logical 
is necessarily rational." Since his 
logic is flawless, that proves to him 
that he's perfectly rational. 

The great difficulty lies in the 
fact that while we have worked out 
a codified formal technique of 
manipulating postulates — that's 
what we mean by "Logic" — we 
have no codified or formalised sys­
tem for deriving postulates. Thus 
you can check on the rigor of 
another man's logical thinking, and 
cross-communicate with him as to 
the nature and validity of the 
logical steps, but you can not check 
his derivation of the postulates he's 
manipulating so logically. 

For example, when Newton 
studied Kepler's laws of planetary 
motion, Galileo's work on falling 
bodies, pendulums, accelerations, et 
cetera, he abstracted from the data 
certain postulates, now know as 
Newton's Laws of Motion and 
Gravity. 

He derived from those postulates 
certain conclusions. That his con­
clusions were absolutely validly de­
rived, by perfect logic, could be 
cliecked. But there was no means 
whatever of cross-checking the pro­
cess by whicli he had abstracted 
those postulates from the data. 

Kepler's laws of planetary motion 
were simply obsen-ational rules-of-
thumb — they were not "logical" 
or "rational." but simply prag­
matic. 

Newton's postulates—his "Laws" 
— could not then, and can not 
now, be provably derived from the 
data he used. There is absolutely 
no known method of going from 
the data Newton worked with to 
the postulates he reached. That 
his thinking process in doing so was 
sound absolutely cannot be proven, 
even today. We do not know how 
postulates can be abstracted from 
data. Men can do it; this we know 
as a pragmatic fact. How they do 
it we do not know. 

It is because we still do not 
I now how to do what all men do 
constantly in their lives — abstract 
postulates from observation — th-xt 
we can not design a machine that 
can think, nor help the psychotic 
to re-abstract and correct his pos­
tulates. (And can't re-abstract and 
correct our own false postulates 
either, of course!) 

In the course of developing com­
puters—modern terminology pre­
fers that word rather than "robot 
brains" — men have been forced to 
acknowledge gaps in their under­
standing of thinking that they were 
able to glide over with a swift, easy, 
"you know what I mean . . ." pre­
viously. There was the method of 
"explaining" something with the 
magnificent phrase "by means of a 
function" so long as you didn't have 
to specify what the function was, or 
how it operated. 

Robots, however, have a devastat­
ing literal-mindedness. They tend to 
say, "Duh . . . uh . . . no, boss, I 
don't know what you mean. Tell 
me." Even more devastating is the 
robot's tendency to do precisely and 
exactly what you told it to do, 

"Assume that I am a robot: I — 
like all robots — follow orders given 
me with exact, literal, and totally 
uncaring precision. Now each of you, 
of course, knows how to take off a 
coat; ali you have to do Is to give me 
directions as to how to take off my 
coat." 

Usually the instructions start with 
"Take hold of your lapels with your 
hands." 

This is complied with by taking 
the left lapel in the right hand, and 

the right lapel in the left hand — 
since the intended positions weren't 
specified. 

"No . . . No! Take the left lapel 
with the left hand, and the right 
lapel with the right hand!" 

You do. Taking the left lapel some 
where up under your left ear, and 
tlie right lapel at about the level of 
your right-side pocket. When the 
order is corrected — i.e., adequate 
precision and completeness of in­
structions have been worked out — 
the next step is usually "Now 
straighten out your arms." 

This allows of many interesting 
variations. You can straighten your 
arms out straight in front of you, 
making ripping noises as you do so 
since the robot could, we as.sume, 
tear the cloth readily. Or you can 
straighten them straight out to the 
sides, or straight up — with ripping-
noises sound effects in any case, Or, 
naturally, any combination that 
happens to api)eaJ to you; the order 
was positive, but not explicit. 

Tills is the first, and simplest, 
level, of working with a system that 
is perfectly logical but not rationa'. 
The results the instructor gets are 
the logical consequences of the pos­
tulates — the orders — he feeds 
into the logical-not-rational sys­
tem. 

Very recently. Dr. Gotthard Gun-
ther. working at the Electrical En­
gineering Research Laboratories of 
the University of Illinois, has de­
veloped a formal, codtfiable system 
of mathematical hyper-logic — I 
must call it "hyper-logic" simply to 
distinguish the fact that it goes 
beyond the multivalued logics that 
have been common heretofore, and 
possesses characteristics and poten­
tialities never before available. It 
is, in effect, a formal mathematical 
map for the design of a conscious 
computer. It is, also, a formal sys­
tem making possible pattern-type 
thinking: it may, eventually, lead 
to tlie development of a formal. 
codifiable system of abstracting pos­
tulates, 

The essence of consciousness Is 
typified by the famous "I think; 
therefore I am." It doesn't, actu­
ally, prove existence—but it does 
prove consciousness. It is one thing 
to think; it is perfectly conceivable 
that an entity capable of thinking 
did so without the slightest aware­
ness that it was doing so. It would 
be an unconscious thinker. 

The essence of consciousness is 
thinking, and simultaneously being 
aware of that action. Dr. Gunther 
points out that consciousness is a 
reflective process — and requires 
for its existence (1) a .thinking pro­
cess, (2) a simultaneous parallel 
thinking process observing the first, 
and (3) a system of relationships be­
tween the two such that the re­
flection is possible. (That is, for 
a mirror image to be seen, there 
must be an object, a mirror — and 
light, establishing a relationsliip 
between the two.) 

All the standard logical systems, 
from two-valued Aristotelian .to n-
valued types such as Korzybski and 
others have eulogised, have one 
thing in common that make con­
sciousness impossible within them: 
th-ey are essentially linear systems. 
"Linear" hi the technical sense of 
being one dimensional — all points-
on-a-line. (Not necessarily a 
straight line — as circular argu­
ments atest I) 

"Goedel's Proof" that there are 
true propositions that cannot be 
proven true by any logical process 
rests, in essence, on his demonstra­
tion that all possible logical state­
ments can be arranged in an 
ordered, numbered system — that 
all possible logical statements can 
each be assigned a unique, defining 
number in the sequence of numbers. 

This proof would not apply in a 
planar system — a system existing 
not in a line but in a plane. 

Since Dr. Gunther's monograph 
introducing his work is some 200 
pages long, any description of the 
general idea given here is com­
pletely inadequate—and in logical 
processes, inadequate is equal to 
"invalid." 

In vague, general terms, Gunther 
has introduced the concept of a 
hyperlogical system having not n 
values along one linear array but a 
formal system having n values along 
two orthogonal axes. 

The result is a formal-codiflable 
system of describing and relating 
two separate, simultaneous linear 
processes—because, in a plane de­
fined by two orthogonal axes, two 
lines can be described, and their re­
lationships specified. 

This makes possible the fulfill­
ment of a conscious logical process, 
in a fully defined, formal-mathe­
matical sense. In other words—the 

basic description of the processes 
necessary for a conscious, logical 
machine. 

Note carefully: this does not give 
us a rational machine yet—but it 
does make possible a maciiine which 
could correctly answer the question 
"Are you operating ?' ' 

Again necessarily in vague, gene­
ral terms, the way Gunther has 
achieved a meaningful ortliogonal 
axis of analysis is to use the long-
i-ecognlsed true-false axis as one of 
his two. 

The n-valued logics have, in es­
sence, simply divided the ancient 
true-false axis of Aristotelian logic 
into a spectrum of n steps. Call 
the steps truth — probability, 
say Truth ranges from probability 
1.{X)0 . . . to probabmty 0.0000 . . . 
and there are n logic-values. But 
they're still all on the one axis 
from True to False. 

Gunther has introduced an or­
thogonal axis. One way of expres­
sing it — remember the mono­
graph is an extremely dense, tightly 
reasoned document, and any effort 
to abstract it to this necessary ex­
tent is inherently inaccurate—is to 
say that the orthogonal axis is 
relevancy. 

In formal logic, there's the hid­
den assumption that any Truth is 
absolutely relevant — absolutely 
necessary. The concept of probabil­
ity assumes that if a thing is 
100 per cent, probable, it is 100 per 
cent, inevitable. 

There's room for doubt. It may 
be 100 per cent, probable—but en­
tirely irrelevant. A past event, for 
example, is 10 Oper cent, probable— 
i.e., it did, In fact, happen — but 
that doesn't mean that it's relevant 
to a present discussion. 

Typically, many a logician has 
said, "You must agree with me 
that . . . " and given a truth-proof 
of something. 

But I can, very properly, assert 
"I don't care whether it's true or 
not; it doesn't have anything to do 
with me." 

In order to handle just such real-
world problems as that, we have 
long needed some means of form­
ally codifying both the truth-value— 
probability-value ~ of a statement 
and its relevance-value. Means of 
doing just that should be developed 
from the basic work Dr. Gunther 
has done. Means of measuring re­
levancy, so that we can say a state­
ment in a particular situation has a 
"probability-of-truth value of .9, 
and a relevance value of .5, yielding 
a 'meaning value' of .45." 

The present binary type computers 
are, in essence, operating on a pure 
true-false system, with no proba­
bility-spectrum built in. (That is, 
normally, supplied by the program 
assigned). 

A conscious-logical system would 
have the characteristic of being 
able to do logical processes, while 
observing that activity logically, and 
evaluating the relationship between 
the two. Theoretically, such a sys­
tem would be capable of self-repair, 
being able to oteerve not only that 
there was an error, but what kind of 
error there was. 

That is, such a machine could be 
given overall instructions in the 
how-to-take-off-your-coat problem 
such as "Do not tear the coat, or 
overstress your own components." 
and be able to use that generalized 
Instruction consciously. You can't 
get that effect with a force-limit 
order; that problem is typified by 
the problem of ordinary household 
wiring systems and fuses. The fuse 
is. in effect, a force-limit "pro­
gram" written into the system. The 
force-limit is appropriate to the 20-
ampere-maximum load of the air-
conditioner motor . . . but will make 
a charred mess out of the light-duty 
blower-motor in the air conditioner 
if it gets into trouble. The fuse has 
a 20-amperes-maximum limit In­
struction; that instruction is rele­
vant and appr(^riate to the main 
compressor motor; it is irrelevant 
and inappropriate to the blower 
motor. 

A conscious machine, capable of 
applying the test of relevancy to a 
problem, could handle such prob­
lems. 

That some computer-mechanism. 
freed of the requirement of main­
taining a two-lines-with-cross-
relationships system, could handle 
problems of immensely greater com­
plexity — multi-dimensional prob­
lems. instead of mere points-in-a-
logical-line problems ! 

But only by turning off the con­
sciousness effect. 

In other words, your mind may 
be capable of operation in two 
modes; 1. The Conscious Mode, in 
which two separate Unes of loi^cal 
thinking are operating, with cross-

relationships. 2. Or as a non-
conscious system capable of multi­
dimensional thinking, capable of 
handling problems of a hyper­
logical order which can neither be 
solved by, nor the method of solu­
tion represented to, a logical-linear 
system. Remember that all two-
dimensional figures, when projected 
on a one-dimensional, linear sys­
tem, are absolutely indistinguish­
able ! 

And this would mean that you 
would have to solve all your more 
complex problems by relinquishing 
consciousness—i.e., turning it over 
to the subconscious—and that many 
of the solutions derived by the sub­
conscious planar-type operation of 
the mental computer could not be 
interpreted consciously. Only the 
essential operating instructions 
could be transmitted ! 

Thus Newton abstracted his Laws 
from Kepler's data, and could pre­
sent those essential operating in­
structions. and could make logical-
linear derivations from them. But 
he could not explain how he went 
from Kepler's data to his Laws . . . 
because that was a subconscious-
planar-hyper-logical process ! 

There is, in this new formula­
tion part of the overall thinking 
process, another highly interesting 
hint. Psychology has long and 
acutely been aware that the con­
scious mind is by no means all, or 
even the most Important part of the 
total "human mind." That there 
is some mind-structiu-e called by 
various names — "the subconscious" 
is the most widely used — has been 
painfully evident to anyone trying 
to define human behavior and/or 
thinking. But there have been 
various plaints, in various tones 
ranging from prayer to furious 
blasphemy, as to why God — or the 
Devil — ever complicated human 
problems by intruding any such 
obviously jerry-built unnecessary 
contraption. 

The unfortunate part of it is 
that conscious thinking simply isn't 
able to control the subconscious. "A 
man convinced against his will Is 
of the same opinion still," is an old 
statement of the problem. You can 
convince the conscious and logical 
mind . . . but the stubborn, willful, 

irrational, damnable subconscious 
remains in control ! 

Dr. Gunther's formal analysis ap­
pears to suggest the reason for this. 

To be conscious requires two 
separate lines of thought simul­
taneously operating, with a pattern 
of relationships operating between 
them. 

This means that the conscious 
mind can be conscious only If an 
immense computer system, capable 
of operating in a planar system, 
carrying on two-lines-and-the-
pattern-between simultaneously is in 
operation. 

And all. actually, to handle one, 
linear-logic problem, with cross­
checking. 

To the planar-thinking subcon­
scious, the conscious mind's ina­
bility to distinguish between logi­
cally idenlical but hyperloglcaUy 
totally dissimilar problems must be 
annoying. (The shadow of a square 
on edge is exactly the same as that 
of a triangle of equal base line, 
a circle of equal diameter, or a wild 
doodle of equal extreme excursion, 
Measuiing the shadow-lengths 
would assure you they were all ex­
actly equal.) The result would rea­
dily explain why a man convinced 
against his will — the subconscious 
knows damn well that triangle-
shadow is not at all like the circle-
shadow — is of the same opinion 
still. 

A man cannot be convinced by 
any amount of data. (Data is merely 
True; you haven't demonstrated 
that It's also relevant.) 

Men have long complained that 
people act illogically. (Hyper-logical 
action would be rational, but not 
logical.) 

The big trouble is . . , the sub­
conscious system definitely can and 
does solve problems the conscious 
cannot, but to do it, unfortunately, 
the cross-checking system inherent 
in consciousness is sacrificed. 

And because the planar system 
is incapable of cross-checking, it can 
be inci'edlbly foolish. 

Until someone comes along with 
a mind built with a third axis-of-
analysis — a mind capable of re­
lating two planar thinking processes 
— we will not be capable of con­
scious intuition. 

And, of course, he won't be able 
to cross-check his new level of 
thinking .' 
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Rex Reid Rides again, and 

Stroganoff Served for Philistines 
Liaison between readers, Editors, 

and occasional staff of Lot's Wife is 
so good that comments about the 
review of the Rex Reid Revue Play­
ers first programme have already 
been "fed Back." One comment was 
that the review was "unintelligible 
to science students." 

If this criticism is true, then our 
modern science students are in dan­
ger of becoming • 'technical 
morons"; and that would be a very 
sad thing indeed, especially at a 
University where deUberate Injection 
of humanities and languages into 
the Science courses is policy. The 
arts have their technical terms, just 
as the sciences do; and when one 
does not understand a technical 
term, one goes to the appropriate 
textbook or dictionary to find it. 

What is required in AustraUa, for 
all the arts, especially ballet, is in­
formed criticism: and informed 
criticism is exceedingly difficult 
without the use of some technical 
terms. Too often have overseas 
"stars" been brought out here—not 
so much in ballet, but certainly in 
the theatre—who have, in fact, 
proved to be almost uiiknown in 
their countries of origin. Too often 
have the critics in "other places" 
said that a performance by a dancer 
has been good, purely because that 
dancer has had an international re­
putation, and not because of the 
intrinsic merit of the performance. 
When dancers of international re­
putation are brought out, one is en­
titled to judge them by international 
standards: and if they fall short, 
then one should say so, but with 
charity, since all stars are human. 
Otherwise we shall get the reputa­
tion of gullible fools. 

As far as dancing is concerned, 
the Melbourne—and probably the 
Australian—public needs consider­
able education, Balanchine's New 
York City Ballet, and Jose Limon's 
Company—both superlative com­
panies technically, and in the fore­
front of development of new forms 
and Idioms in dance—were not well 
received. "Classical" ballet was all 
that was known—anything else was 
"not quite nice." Yet the dancing in 
"West Side Story," which is such an 
integral part of that very great film, 
developed through the work of 
Limon and of Balanchine. 

So I intend to continue with in­
formed, and therefore necessarily 
at times, technical, criticism. It 
will be an honest record of judg­
ments and thoughts; it will be based 
on international standards; and 
sometimes it will be gloriously 
wrong. But if it makes readers 
aware of what to look for, and 

teaches them to think for them­
selves. it will have fulfilled a mtMt 
useful and necessary function. You 
can practice on the following. 

In the second season of the Rex 
Raid Dance Players at the Emerald 
Hill Theatre, there Is, strictly 
speaking, only one completely new 
ballet, "Spirituals," choreographed 
by Ernest Parham, has been re­
tained from the first season (see 
Lot's Wife (8/7/64). and Rex Reid's 
own "La Nuit est une Sorclere." to 
music by Sydney Becket and a story 
by Andre Coffrant is being pre­
sented again. ("La Nult" was first 
presented by the Victorian Ballet 
Guild in 1959). The new Ballet is 
"The Comedians," to a suite of 
the same name by Kobalenvsky; the 
choreographer Is Jack Manuel. 

It is a delightful romp. There are 
two young lovers, Lydia Dukalski 
and Lawrence Bishop, who dance; 
there is the girls' tipsy mother. Ro-
bina Beard, who carouses and gene­
rally has a good time; and an 
Undertaker, Jack Manuel, who pur­
sues the tipsy mother — with his 
tape-measure. A small "corps" of 
men and Women completes the 
caste. The Ballet is a series of inci­
dents, rather than a coherent story. 
Robina Beard is delightful in her 
white lace-up boots, whether danc­
ing an exceedingly funny pas-de-
deux with the undertaker — who 
is measuring her for her coffin, 
not for her good points, the white 
— an aggressive "mock Tango" 
(shades of "Facade"), with Wayne 
Mathews, or cheating the Under­
taker of his pay. To describe the 
death scene and the final wedding 
would be unfair. Go and see them, 
and laugh. 

Jack Manuel does excellent work 
as the undertaker, with his small 
corps of lady ghouls. The men dance 
well, Lawrence Bishop superbly. The 
corps of girls are adequate — I wish 
I could praise them more highly. 
The choreography is demanding, 
and sometimes the demands are 
not met. Lydia Dukalsi has a lovely 
appearance, demeanour, and porte 
de bras for her role, but lacks tech­
nical accuracy of line at times. 
probably due to nervousness. The 
lovers' pas-de-deux, adage and al­
legro, will be an utter delight when 
finally polished. 

For those who have not seen 
"h& Nuit est une Sorclei-e," it is 
the macabre story of a young som­
nambulist who in a final series of 
accidents while asleep kills first his 
father, then his mother, finally his 
fiancee, before he is led to his 
death liy his faithful negro servant, 
who had followed (or led?) him 
throughout all his sleep walking. 
Here was a wonderful end to the 

Sadism and You 
In the third year of its somewhat 

perilous existence, the Monash 
annual magazine "Orpheus" will at 
last be sold downtown. In all. 2500 
copies will be printed at a selling 
price of 3/- per copy. The probable 
publishing date will be late in Sep­
tember. 

One chooses the epithet "peri­
lous" because each year the editors 
experience difficulty in obtaining 
an adequate number of contribu­
tions of sufficiently high standard. 
Previous years' experience has 
shown a large proportioii of con­
tributors to be personal friends or 

acquaintances of the editors. And 
again this year button-holing tac­
tics have had to be applied ! 

However, copy has not yet closed. 
Contributions received at the "Or­
pheus" ofQce (adjacent to the State 
Savings Bank.), within the next 
two or three weeks, will receive full 
consideration. Articles. stories, 
poems, reviews may embody any 
topic whatsoever, provided their 
subject-matter is reasonably intel­
ligible to a general reader. (All con­
tributions must be signed and pre­
ferably should be typewritten.) 

Enquiries, contributions, &c., may 
be lodged with the editor. Ken 
Mogg, in the "Orpheus" office. 

EDITOR 

ORIENTATION HANDBOOK 
1965 

Applications for the position of EDITOR or EDITORS 
of the 1965 Orientation Handbooik are invited. 
Any student or group of students interested 
are requested to lodge a written application 

with the Convenor. 

G. P. T. SWEENEY, Convenor. 

evening: a performance of utter 
technical surety and so powerful in 
its impact that criticism became 
forgotten. (This, of course, is the 
only real test of quality.) The 
"token" set for the Victorian man­
sion in the "Deep south" of the 
U.S.A. served to concentrate atten­
tion on the dancers. 

Comparisons are invidious when 
five roles — father (Alexander 
Bums), mother (Robina Beard), 
fiancee (Margaret Grey), boy (Law­
rence Bishop) and negro (Jack 

Manuel) are presented so well. 
Alexander Bums was perhaps a little 
too unbending as the father, but 
this is a matter of taste, not of 
criticism. Margaret Grey, as the 
fiancee, brings surety of technique 
and a magical charm and innocence 
to a difficult role. One would not 
know it was the same Ballerina as 
danced the incredibly evil female in 
"The Room" (watch for this on 
ABC/TV August 5). 

Lawrence Bishop was a delight 
to watch, whether sleep walking or 

awake. Robina Beard gives 
strength of characterisation to the 
mother, and Jack Manuel is ex­
cellent as the innocently sinister 
negro servant. I understand from 
discussions with informed people 
that this could well be the best 
presentation ever of "La Nuit" in 
Australia. (Australian Ballet Com­
pany included.) But go to see the 
whole programme: there will be no 
disappointments. 

STKOGANOFF. 

The Grant goes round and round, 

And he Comes Out here 
If you like musicals, then you will 

love Rodgers' and Hammersteins' 
"Carousel" which is now playing at 
the Princess. I do like musicals, so 
I thoroughly enjoyed my evening 
whilst all the time realizing that it 
was very nice but not great enter-
tairunent. However I did not feel 
guilty at enjoying this musical 
which comes from that long ago and 
far away pre-Bci'nstein era. when a 
show did not need to have a "mes­
sage" to be acceptable, for 
"Carousel" was produced with great 
feeling and. at times, with an in­
credible amount of taste. 

Gordon Boyd as the "hero," Billy 
Bigelow helped to carry the show, 
for not only did he have a strong 
and versatile singing voice, but he 
had a very sensitive acting ability 
which never collapsed into that 
sing-song kind of diction which one 
so often finds in musical comedy. He 
had an incredibly difficult part with 
its swaggering opening which then 
gave way to moments of pathos, 
anger, whimsy and sentimental in­
genuousness — through all these 
emotional changes, he managed to 
retain our interest, and his long 
soliloquy at the end of the first act 
left the fairly dull audience abso­
lutely tingling with the force and 
sincerity of the outburst of this day­
dreaming carnival barker. 

Billy's wife. Julie Jordan, played 
by Susan Swinford, was not nearly 
so successful for she did not com­
bine with her fine singing ability an 
equal acting talent. She was mar­
vellous all the time she sang but as 
soon as she had any long periods of 
straight dialogue we lost all belief 
in her characterization for she was 
just too stilted and had tendencies 
to exaggerate her facial expression 

$1000 BLAST 
FOR £275 

STEREO ENTHUSIAST re­
grets must sell Hi-Fi Stereo sys­
tem. Sounds like something 
only a millionaire could buy. 
One of the finest in Australia. 
Cost over 1000 dollars. £275. 
A.H. 81-7097. May separate and 
haggle. 

Please Return 
This short epistle is a plea to 

all those honest people who have 
^ i n the last three years—bor­
rowed books from the SRC 
Library, to re turn said books to 
the SRC officer. 

Some were paperbacks, some 
were hard backs—it would be 
appreciated by future genera­
tions of students if they were 
now hand-backs. 

G, Sweeney, Warden. 

Rex Reid 
Dance Players 

6-WEEK SEASON, from 
SUNDAY. 26th. 

3 Matinees, AURUSI 8. IB. 2 3 . 
a Nuit esl Unp Snrrp," " T h e comedians. 

and ' 'Splrlluflls," £l t he : 

EMERALD HILL 
Student concessions. 

far too much. However she was not 
so bad that she made the show col­
lapse for she was always at least 
competent. David Williams and 
Patricia Vivian as Mr. Snow and 
friend were absolutely delightful 
partly because they each had 'that 
kind of part,' but also because they 
could sing and act and were terribly 
clever comedians—David Williams 
in particular, had an excellent sense 
of timing which enabled him to get 
a strong response to the most in­
credibly weak jokes. 

Rosina Raisbeck as the Mother 
Abbess—I beg your pardon. I meant 
Nettie Fowler—was stalwart, and, 
as usual, she sang with a very 
sentimental vigour which can either 
impress deeply or repell horribly, all 
depending on one's mood at the 
time. She sang "When Walk 
Through a Storm" very impres­
sively, but I could not help being 
reminded of the worst excesses of 
"Sound of Music," in which she 
sang "Climb Every Mountain." On 
the whole. Miss Raisbeck was quite 
good, but I was never truly con­
vinced by her performance, for she 
always appeared to be a sort of 
stern Old Testament patriarch 
rather than a motherly, middle-
aged American whose social event 
of the year is the annual clambake 
and treasure hunt. 

The decor, of course, was rather 
exaggerated, but I do not think 
tills is a bad thing in a sentimental 
show like "Carousel," tliough I 
must admit that I was slightly 
amused when blossom started drift­
ing down from the trees in the 
second scene—all in the cause of 
absolute realism, I suppose. The 
main fault with the scenery had 
nothing to do witli its design or 
construction, but with the changes 
between scenes. These changes 
were accomphshed whilst a scene 
was being played in front of a 
drop, and the noise was absolutely 
incredible and would just not have 
been allowed in any reasonably 
competent amateur company. Inci­
dentally, I saw the show after it 
had been running several weeks, 
so these bad changes could not 
even be excused on the grounds 
that practice makes perfect. 

The costumes by Gordon French 
were generally rather uninspired 

for their basis was usually quite 
unoriginal copies of late nineteenth-
century outfits. I do realize the 
need for historic accuracy, but 
these had no flash of anything that 
the designer might have called his 
own. Mr. French's use of colour 
was absolutely appalling, for I have 
never seen such a conglomeration 
of madly different colours of the 
same intensity on stage at the same 
time; the colouring chosen definitely 
suffered from a complete absence 
of any kind of restraint in the cause 
of subtlety. 

But by far the high points of 
the show were the various ballet 
sequences, culminating in the abso­
lutely tender dream scene in the 
second half danced by Patricia Cox 
and Vlado Juras. Miss Cox danced 
confidently and gave past the right 
mixture of maturity and childish­
ness as Billy's teenage daughter. 
Her partner, Vlado Juras, was re­
freshingly masculine as the Carni­
val Boy and gave the kind of virile 
performance which is absolutely 
essential for any effect in the gene­
rally demanding techniques of mod­
ern ballet. 

His dancing was crisp and well-
controled, and frankly better than 
much we see from some of the solo­
ists in the Australian :^allet Com­
pany. Of course, much of the credit 
for the ballet must go to the choreo­
grapher Ernest Parham — he at­
tempted the most incredibly unusual 
and new movement which, when 
linked with the talents of his two 
principal dancers, was stunningly 
effective. 

One of my favourite performances 
in the show was Delias Rennie who 
had the rather small bit-part of 
Hannah. She brought to the part 
an incredible vivacity caught the 
audience's sympathy with its sincere 
warmth. But besides all this, she 
has an excellent dancing talent 
which was, unfortunately, never 
really given full rein. 

If you feel like crying at the pic­
tures. then go and see "Caix>usel." 
for you will love the show, but if 
you are rather more down to earth. 
then stay at home for you could 
not possibly last more than ten 
minutes at the most. 

— NORMAN GRANT. 

THE BEST IN PAPERBACKS 

NEW TITLES, NEW SERIES 

AT CHESHIRES 

DURING OUR 

PAPERBACK FORTNIGHT 

8-22 AUGUST 

AT 

CHESHIRES, 338 LIT. COLLINS ST. 
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DISTANCE LENDS 
ENCHANTMENT . . . 

. . . not only to o view, but to a holiday os well. The 
further you go the more of o change it makes. A 
foroway holiday tokes you right out of your routine 
and gives you so much to remember. 
If you haven't decided where you want to go, for 
a wide choice, drive over to:-— 

COOKS WORLD TRAVEL SERVICE 
5£ THE MALL, CHADSTONr SHOPPING CfNTRE 

TELEPHONES; 56-1059, 56-605?. 

For your NEW 

HILLMAN 
the most IMP ortont people 

KIRK'S of CLAYTON 
YOUR LOCAL DEALER 

KIRK'S WANT YOUR PRESENT VEHICLE 
For deposit or part poyment on a new Hillman Imp, 

REMEMBER f FOR DEMONSTRAXrONS 

ANYWHERE, ANYTIME, 

Contact Mr. Lynch, 

KIRK'S of CLAYTON 
Authoriaed Rootes Direct- Dealers, 

Cnr. Dandenong and Cloyton rds.̂  Clayton. 

544 1128. Aft. Hrs. 53 7918. 

CAMPUS SERVICE CENTRE 
yonr "SHELL" dealer 

U. V. Wallbrunn 
CORNER DANDENONG AND NOKTH ROADS. 

Pick-up and Delivery Service for motorists, trans­
port to and from tlie University. 

TELEPHONE 544 2632 

GOLF 
An important general 

meeting to form the 
MONASII UNIVER­
SITY GOLF CLUB is 
hereby called, 1.15 pjiL, 
Friday, August 7, Lec­
ture Ttieatre> S.3. 
Both staff and Student.^ are 

Requestetl to Attend. 

G. P. T. SWEENEY, Warden. 

ASHfiURTON 
COACHING 
SERVICE 

Vacancies for 

TUTORS 
Primary or Secondary. 
Tutors In All subjects Wanted. 

25 4327. 

MONASH 
MOTOR 
SCHOOL 

Discount to Students. 

The Cheapest Rates in 
Melbourne. 

10 Years' Experience. 

28 4047. 

EFFICIENT 
READING 

Learn the art of efficient 
reading in the first Pub­
lic Reading Clinic to be 
established in Australia. 
Enrolments now being 

received. 
Appir 

EDUCATIONAL DEPABTHENT 

Y.M.C.A. 
CITY ROAD. 

SOUTH MKLBAUBNI. 

62 4153. 

MEMBERS' 
FUNDS 

£550,000,000 

'"̂ ^T^̂ Tv*-" 
Australia's Largest Mutual Life Office for: 

Superannuation, Life Assurance, Family In­
come, Mortgage Protection & Children's Edu­
cation Policies, Annuities, Fire & General 
Insurance. 

Representative: John C. Taylor. 62 0201 

a robust 

MICROSCOPE 
for Student Use 

Model HM 

Although simple in 
design the Student 
Model HM Is a High 
Quality Instrument In 
both construction 
and optical 
performance. 

SOLE AUSTRAUAN 

AGENTS 

P Y R O X LTD. 

ALL CAPITAL CITIES 

WORKIIVG BACK? 
EAT AT "LA ROMA" 

ALL ROADS 
LEAD TO 

ROME! 

FOUOW THE 
CROWDS TO 

THE 

NOTTING 
HILL 

HOTEL 

for the best in pre-

lecture entertain­

ment, visit the 

NOTTING 
HILL 

HOTEL 
just 30 seconds 

f rom the 

University 

• • * 
The cheap counter 

lunches and relaxing 

beer garden will hove 

speciol oppeal for 

shidents. 

Public bar. Saloon, and 

Lounge oil available, at 

the 

NOTTING 
HILL 

HOTEL 

1,2,3 
IF YOUR STUDENT DAYS ARE N U M B E R E D -

Prospucis for Promotion AQministralive Careeis 

THE COMMONWEALTH SERVICE IN VICTORIA OFFERS 
CAREERS FOR GRADUATES IN ALL FACULTIES 

ARTS —Research, Administration, Training, Personnel. 

ECONOMICS —Economic Research, Administration, Statistical Analysis, 
Planning, Auditing, Taxation. 

SCIENCE — Defence Scientific Service, Meteorology, Geophysics, 
Geology, Biochemistry, Metallurgy. 

ENGINEERING - Electrical, Mechanical, Civil, Chemical. 

A Lunch-time address will be given on 17th September at 1.15. 
Interviews will be conducted afterwards. Watch Notice-boards or Contact 
Miss Cross of the Union for further information. 
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Political Physick from the Good Doctor 

Lucky Jim is in the Pink 
Dr. Jim Cairns, Labor M.H.R. 

for Yarra, spoke to a large and at 
times obstreperous audience of 
about 200 on ITiursday, July 23rd, 
in Theatre S4. Interruptions were 
confined to the first part of his 
talk: by the end interjectors had 
been crushed by pointed retorts. 

Dr. Cairns claimed ,that Labor's 
case had been distorted by several 
factors, among them the apathy 
produced by the undoubted afflu­
ence of the majority of the people. 
A more insidious and dangerous 
bar to acceptance by people gene­
rally of Labour's policy, however, 
was the continual raising of the 
spectre of Communism, He con­
tended that, since Labour is next 
to the Communists on the political 
spectrum, it is impossible for the 
A.LP. to be as anti-Communist 
as those who support the D.L.P. 
would like, since some overlapping 
of aims is inevitable. 

Leaving his prepared script. Dr. 
Cairns here branched out to at­
tack those who claim the A.L.P. 
is a threat to liberty. He pointed 
out that it is Labour which is 
concerned with civil liberties; 
which attacks Illiberal challenges 
to freedom in matters such as the 
Crimes Act, censorship and the 
rights of political minorities. "Who 
is it," he demanded rhetorically, 
"who stops the encroachment of 
civil liberties ?" ("The commos !" 
interjected a student.) "And is 
there anything wrong with that ?" 
retorted Calms. 

He went on to allege that in 
Australian society the persecuted 
minority are not people with dark 
skins or hooked noses, but rather 
all those with radical or unconven­
tional opinions. They are branded 
as neo-communists or fellow-travel­
lers, and marked and blacklisted, 
are liable to find themselves con­
fronted with this continually when 
applying for visas or jobs because 
of this atmosphere to lecturer at 
Monash, Dr. Cairns charged, would 
be prepared at all times to out­
spokenly say what he thinks, since 
this type of prejudice makes itself 
felt as much in Universities as else­
where. 

Returning to his script, Dr. 
Cairns went on to the increased 
power and privilege which worried 
parents can bestow on their child­
ren. He observed that, while four 
times as many working-class child-
rent as upper-class children attend 
primary school, two and a half 
times as many children from upper 
families go to university, as do child­
ren from working-class families. 
It is essential that there be a re­
distribution of income, and that 
some of the money transferred by 
taxation go into education. An 
increase in wages which is offset 
by an increase in prices by big 
business is useless: what is needed 
is a reallocation of resources. 

It is with the colossal power of a 
small number of big businessmen 
that Cairns declared his principal 
concern to lie. The large number 
of small firms and farms need more 

power, which they could gain by 
collective action. But big business 
should be continually investigated 
by standing commissions, with 
power to act for the good of the 
people, and recommending Govern­
mental controls, perhaps including 
nationalization, where these were 
felt to be necessary. The restric­
tive practices legislation is a step 
in the right direction, but does not 
go nearly far enough. 

Taxation is.not sufficient to curb 
the power of big business, Cairns 
claimed, and he decried "Radical 
conservatives," such as Crossland, 
who wanted to substitute "taxa­
tion" for socialism. For example, 
though company income has not 
increased over the years, tax-free 
depreciation allowances have in­
creased enormously. The new de­
finition of taxable income must 
include capital gains. 

Dr. Cairns defined socialism to 
be the bringing of the means of 
production to benefit the people, 
and divorce of their control from 
the manipulation and accumulation 
of property. Those who have this 
power — giving control should 
rather be determined by their 
ability and training. 

"Government by the people," he 
concluded, is now scorned because 
it has so little effect what happens 
in the economic system. It is a 
nineteenth - century democracy 
which makes people happy to elect 
Parliamentarians every three years 
but leaves all economic matters to 
men with money. 

Where to wear your White Samite 
In the past there have been seve­

ral abortive attempts at Melbourne 
University to provide a night life 
for students. This year they have 
succeeded to a limited extent with 
the Friday night "Beatle" nights in 
the mixed lounge and the occasional 
Sunday night "do," mainly for the 
benefit of students in digs around 
Carlton and Parkville. 

Two weeks ago another attempt 
was made to cater for the students, 

and this takes place at the moment 
in the form of a dance called Ex-
caliber every Friday night in the 
Beaurepaire Centre, 

The idea was originally propcMed 
at the S.R.C. by the secretary Bill 
Knox, but at the time was caught 
up in one of the internal squabbles 
and power bids, and the idea was 
rejected because it had originated 
from Knox. 

Look at this Suave, happy chappy 
(he rentg dinner guits) 

Wouldn't you like to be happy, too ? 
(he rents dinner suits) 

Well dressed, like what he is ? 
(he rentes dinner suitti) 

Able to face the world, unafraid ? 
(at a mere £2 a l ime, he rents dinner suits) 

A Vision of Sartorial Splendour ? 
(cheapest suit rented in Victoria) 

The Epitome of Elegance ? 
(he also sells ineuV wear and dinner suits) 

You would ? 
Then get some money and 

Rent Dinner Suits 
( fai l ing this , contact Brian Ferrari Men ' s Wear, 

3 8 1 North Road, Caulfield, and rent one for yourself ) 

When finally taken up it was to 
be run by the Medical Students 
Society, who book the Centre and 
hand it over to another group to 
manage. This group comprises of 
John Galleger, a Bachelor of Music 
from Melbourne: David Fuller, the 
manager of Talent Promotions, the 
agency that hires and contracts 
overseas and local artists for 
GTV-9, and many hotels around 
Melbourne, and Knox who acts as 
liason between them and the Uni­
versity. 

The aim of Excaliber is to 
brighten up and create a night life 
at the University and provide good 
entertainment with the hope that it 
would develop over the years and 
set a tradition for decent entertain­
ment. They considered that racial 
groups were becoming too pre-
dominent within the cafe, with no 
mixing, and outsiders, sucli as coun­
try students, were missing out on 
companionship and conversation. 
There are dances for teenagers, ex­
pensive hotels for married or older 
people, but apart from Town Hall 
Daiices (the ultimate form of rejec­
tion) there is nothing for the 18-26 
year old group. 

On the first night, patrons were 
entertained by the Powerhouse Jazz 
Band and a Tom Lehrer style act 
from a Canadian, Dan Harvey. It 
became obvious that students pre­
ferred a Rock Band and the follow­
ing week brought the Confederates, 
with rock singer Meral Butler, and 
folk-singer Doug Owen. For the 
next couple of weeks the Strangers, 
by far the best Rock Band in Mel­
bourne, will be appearing, supported 
by well-known local or overseas 
artists, depending on who is appear­
ing in Melbourne at the time. 

What the group do not want is a 
plain typical dance—they want a 
place where people can meet and 
talk as well. At the moment they 
are considering creating an atmo­
sphere with cushions, low tables. 
matting, etc., so that people are 
able to sit in comers around the 
floor, endulging in any pastime they 
see fit. 

They are planning Asian suppers, 
with food ranging from Turldsh to 
Japane.se, new floor shows to suit 
all tastes and adequate liquid re­
freshments. The whole plan hinges 
on financial stability but it is an 
organization run by people who are 
leaders in tiieir field and know what 
they are doing. 

EXCAUBER . . . 

Every Friday Nile 
Beaurepaire Centre 

Melbourne University 
Admission 6 / -

Bomehow Biifprlalaely cerlaln 3*eet sororite sophomores swept > lurprlsli 
qufcklr Miss l^onash Kathy Calllns quickly conquerefl the kids and cauEht the Que*n's cronn as Miss Mooasr 

Susie Ong eouLa scarcely so wronn and thus liecaioe MlBS W U S. Congratulations plwpli 

THE BARCOO ROT 
Around the bedside, thoughtful, 

grave 
The children just would not behave. 
The Adults said, "The Old Bloke's 

got 
That jaded look o' th' Barcoo Rot." 
"Be Jasus!" cursed Erin's son 
As he left the room on the run. 
"I'll see you later." The neighbour 

said 
Then he shot through like he'd seen 

the dead. 
I t didn't take the bush telegraph 

long 
To reach the ears of old Ah Pong 
The Chinaman that grew our spuds, 
Who wore the town's old worn out 

duds. 
So Ah Fong went around the street 
Trying to find an ear to beat 
When off across the street he saw 
The doctor coming from his door. 
"Hey Doctor!'' Old Ah Fong sang. 
The Doctor bared a worn down fang 
Crow feet landed near his eyes 
"Glad to see you" doctor lies. 
"You know poor old Tommy Jones?" 
Said China's son. "He wants a loan" 
Thought the dry old quack 
And made to show his pocket's lack. 
"Veil, he a veliy sick sick man." 
Ah Pong smiled as he began 
To tell the Doc right on the spot 
That "Jonesy's got the Barcoo Rot." 
So off Doc went towards the hills 
Carrying his bag of magic pills 
That cure all sickness, releive all 

pain, 
Then he winced and said "My rheu­

matics again." 
Prom footrot to dandruff he can fix 
He often orders old salt licks 
To cure the ails of body and soul, 
— Prescribed with a dash of o' pure 

alcohol. 
Well the Doc rolled up his sleeves 

that night 
"Good gracious! What a 'orrible 

sight." 
Exclaimed the scrawny farmer's 

wife 
Who'd never seen the rot in her life. 
"The Barcoo Rot's never spoke of in 

jest" 
Said the Doc as he uncovered Tom's 

hairy chest. 

He told the women to put water to 
stew 

Then turned to Tom and said 
"Here's what I'll do." 

"Not that!" cried poor old Tom out 
aloud; 

There came a murmer from the 
crowd. 

So Doc had three men hold Toms 
arms 

Then stripped him like a babe-in­
arms. 

The Doc saw well the blotchy skin 
And sponged it, smiling his wry 

grin. 
Then, as if by magic, the rot dis­

appeared. 
Brown changed to white in Old 

Tom's beard. 
The dish pan's contents grew quite 

black 
As Doc wrung some water back. 
And as time went on Tom turned 

quite pale. 
The spectators thought their eyes 

had failed. 
Then up once more came the Irish­

man 
To see that Tom had lost his tan. 
Amazed to see no more black spots, 
So he went to the cupboard for two 

more tots. 
Tom said " I feel like a different 

man." 
"1 feel as frisky as a lamb." 
For now he weighed less than before 
The Barcoo Rot had darkened his 

door. 
So the Missus went to empty the 

pan 
And as over ducks' backs the wuter 

ran 
She cried " 'Ere, wliat's this in the 

dish?" 
— Its Gold's yellow gleam. That's 

what it is, 
So if you think you've got the Rot 
That's characterised by a blotchy 

spot, 
First pan yourself — Don't scratch 

that itch! 
For the Barcoo Rot might make you 

rich. 
by Bon N. Matthews 
Med. i n 

Inter-Varsity Fencing 
With the lifting of the so-called 

"ban" imposed by the Australian 
Universities Sports Association, all 
of this year's events will be held, as 
planned, iu the August vacation. 
Monash will be the host for the 
Fencing competition from the 17th 
•to the 2Ist of August. 

The Venue for the competition 
will be the main Union Cafeteria, 
where Fencing will be in progress 
between 10 a.m. and 6 p.m. each 
day. 

This will be the first time that 
We have hosted this event, and only 

•the third time that Monash has 
participated. Following the basket­
ball in 1963, it is, in fact, the second 
major sporting competition for 
which we have been the host Uni­
versity. We will now be welcoming 
a new competitor, with the arrival 
of a team from the University of 
New England, so that seven Univer­
sities will be taking part in 1964. 
Some of these have a strong tradi­
tion of .success in the sport, and, 
with Fencing well established a t 
Monash, the competition should be 
vigorous and enjoyable. 

http://Japane.se



