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Outline…

1. Monash Mock RQF (2006)
Process and workflow
“TARDIS” pulling it all together
Challenges with sourcing outputs
Resourcing

2. NZ ─ Performance-Based Research Fund (PBRF 2006)
3. UK ─ Research Assessment Exercise (RAE 2008)
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Monash Mock RQF: Process and workflow

Monash needed to:
Identify the University’s research
Identify the University’s researchers
Identify the “best” of this research
Source electronic copies
Store these in the repository
Export the link to the material in the repository
Collate into groupings, with introductory and contextual 
comments
Present this to assessors, and collect their comments and 
assessment
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Monash Mock RQF (2006)

Monash needed a way of pulling data together for Evidence Portfolio 
creation:

“TARDIS” assembles:
Research management system records (RM4)

Selection processes
What is the “best”?
What is the “best” research grouping?

Research outputs (ARROW)
Staff and Student information (Callista)
Grants and funding information (SAP) 
Annotation and assessment reporting

Tardis <demo>
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TARDIS Screenshots
Welcome page, after Login
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TARDIS Screenshots
Assessment instructions
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TARDIS Screenshots
Assessment Review (top of page)
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Monash Mock RQF: Challenges with 
sourcing outputs
Data

Variety of sources: 
HERDC records, Research Management Systems data, ...
Lack of synchronisation between them

Unforeseen inaccuracies with reused data
Missing research publication records

Finding and resolving ─ used external database mining
Dirty data

Finding and correcting ─ required matching and data 
validation techniques
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Monash Mock RQF: Challenges with 
sourcing outputs

Poor standard of existing print copies ─ needed to digitise
Not all available electronically ─ needed to digitise
Copyright of published versions
Lack of available data in some areas of Arts and Humanities, 
especially as research objects and outputs
Art & Design or Music and Performing Arts

Presenting the “story” needs more than words Capturing the 
exhibition, performance, recital

This was not always done or considered in the past ─
requires education and mind shift

Solivoid <demo>
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Solivoid

This is a possible research output from 
Monash Faculty of Art & Design

Solivoid is furniture as art, as an 
experience for use at exhibitions
It is complex to describe and 
understand without seeing it 
One way could be to collect project 
documents and combine them into 
a single PDF

Another way could be to present the 
documents and images individually 
in a way that allows an assessor to 
explore these in a less lineal way…
<demo>
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Solivoid Screenshots
Collection of 23 documents and images
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Solivoid Screenshots
a document with images
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Solivoid Screenshots
image information
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Solivoid Screenshots
Hi resolution before enlarging
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Solivoid Screenshots
section of image fully enlarged
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Solutions and further work

Presenting images and words that describe these complex 
research outputs and allowing assessors to look at everything in
detail is available now
These techniques can be adapted and used across a broad range 
of research
Challenges involving recorded sound, performance and moving 
images are still to be explored
Capturing research and researchers web sites, along with 
presenting computer software research objects will demand 
exciting solutions
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Monash Mock RQF: Resourcing

Staff involved
7 people (library staff directly involved)

Time
≈14,000 man hours to prepare ≈ 4000 research publications
About 50% done now
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NZ ─ Performance-Based Research Fund 
(PBRF)

Developed by Tertiary Education Committee (TEC)
Funding research outputs from Tertiary Education Organisations 
(TEOs) on the basis of their performance.
Funding model comprises three main elements:

Reward and encourage the quality of researchers ─ 60% of 
the fund 
Reflect research degree completions ─ 25% of the fund 
Reflect external research income ─ 15% of fund



Practical experiences with Research Quality Exercises,
DAG ITWG - August 18, 2006

20

NZ ─ Performance-Based Research Fund 
(PBRF)
Data collection

Quality Evaluation is periodic, in 2006 a partial round was held
Next round planned for 2012

Import
Submissions made to TEC
Copies of evidence forwarded separately as email attachment, or 
on CD-ROM, DVD etc.

Assessment panel software
Decision Support System (DSS) used to store the sets of scores 
and to derive their Quality Categories
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Evidence Portfolio software
‘Evidence Portfolio (EP) Manager” tool provided to institutions to 
submit evidence portfolios when unable to create XML as per 
schema (Link)

“At this stage, the TEC does not anticipate providing any similar EP 
manager software for the third Quality Evaluation (2012). This is 
because the TEC expects that either the commercial marketplace or 
TEOs themselves will provide comprehensive and better-quality 
solutions for those TEOs that wish to participate in future Quality 
Evaluations.”

XML schema
Evidence Portfolios submitted in XML as per schema (Link)

NZ ─ Performance-Based Research Fund 
(PBRF)

http://www.tec.govt.nz/funding/research/pbrf/tools.htm
http://www.tec.govt.nz/funding/research/pbrf/tools.htm
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NZ ─ Performance-Based Research Fund 
(PBRF)

XML Schema information collects:
Name information
Assessment panel identifying information
Subject Area identifying information
Comments on evidence
Peer esteem evidence
Research Contribution evidence
Location of published research evidence provided as part of an 
EP
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UK ─ Research Assessment Exercise
(RAE 2008)
RAE 2008 is the sixth in a series of exercises conducted nationally to 

assess the quality of UK research and to inform the selective 
distribution of public funds for research by the four UK higher 
education funding bodies. (Link)

“The Research Assessment Exercise is a peer review exercise to evaluate 
the quality of research in UK higher education institutions. This 
assessment informs the selective distribution of funds by the UK higher 
education funding bodies.” (Link)
“RAE 2008 will provide quality profiles for research across all disciplines. 
Submissions from institutions will be assessed by experts in some 70 units 
of assessment. The main body of the assessment will take place in 2007-
08, with outcomes to be published by the funding bodies in December 
2008.” (Link)

http://www.rae.ac.uk/
http://www.rae.ac.uk/
http://www.hefce.ac.uk/research/assessment/
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UK ─ Research Assessment Exercise
(RAE 2008)
Data Collection

Collected data can be submitted by institutions with or without an 
Institutional Repository (IR)
RAE 2008 data collection (Link)

RAE guidance on submissions (Link)
RAE 2008 data collection schemas (Link)

Reporting using web services (No IR)
Updated institution data collection system (web services) (Link)

Reporting by institutions with an IR (IRRA project) (Link)
Institutional Repositories gathering and reporting (Link)

http://www.rae.ac.uk/datacoll/
http://www.rae.ac.uk/datacoll/
http://www.rae.ac.uk/pubs/2005/03/
http://www.rae.ac.uk/datacoll/web/
http://irra.eprints.org/
http://www.rae.ac.uk/datacoll/repos/
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UK ─ Research Assessment Exercise
(RAE 2008)

IRRA Project (Link)
A JISC Digital Repositories Programme (Link) project investigating 
and developing IR infrastructure for EPrints and DSpace to enable 
Research Assessment, specifically for the UK Research 
Assessment Exercise 2008.

“The aim of the IRRA project is to ease the data collection task by 
embedding it into the processes of the institutional repository.”
“The IRRA project therefore aims to produce a plug-in for the GNU 
EPrints platform and a separate web application for DSpace designed 
as a tool to create an institutional RAE publications repository.”
White paper (Link)

http://irra.eprints.org/
http://www.jisc.ac.uk/index.cfm?name=programme_digital_repositories
http://irra.eprints.org/white/
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UK ─ Research Assessment Exercise
(RAE 2008)
IRRA Project partners:

Southampton University (EPrints)
Edinburgh University (DSpace)

Software development
Three stages of development: Bronze, Silver and Gold

Currently each has produced ‘Silver releases’ (Link)
Software information in detail

The project software will permit sites to:
Create an RAE portal for research output and research 
environment and esteem
Use their institutional repository:

As a repository for all full-text publications that will be 
electronically submitted into the 2008 RAE by their university
Or as a data source for the RAE repository

http://irra.eprints.org/software/silver/
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UK ─ Research Assessment Exercise
(RAE 2008)
DSpace components:

A link to their DSpace repository to retrieve author publications and the 
associated Dublin Core metadata. 
RAE repository, a store of RAE metadata and full text files for the output 
publications, and a link to the local repository unique identifier for the 
publication to be able to obtain the latest file.

EPrints components:
A plugin component for the normal repository installation, that manages 
each user's publication choices and esteem data. 
Web interfaces to manage RAE information. 
An RAE metadata set to describe publications according to HEFCE's
requirements. 
A facility to permit export of data into an XML format suitable for submission 
to HEFCE 
A reporting tool, to provide customisable reports on the publications data
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UK ─ Research Assessment Exercise
(RAE 2008)
Import

XML data is submitted to a database hosted by HEFCE
A temporary test site has been set up to receive test data (Link)

Import file formats
The RAE 2008 collection software allows importing of:

The RAE 2001 submission database format 
XML files, created using a published XML schema 
Delimited text files, e.g. CSV files (amended March 2006) (Link)
Microsoft Excel (amended March 2006) (Link)
Microsoft Access database files (amended March 2006) (Link)
Microsoft Word, by converting to Rich Text Format (RTF) 
EndNote and Reference Manager, using a provided output style 

http://www.rae.ac.uk/datacoll/import/
http://www.rae.ac.uk/datacoll/import/delimited/
http://www.rae.ac.uk/datacoll/import/excel/
http://www.rae.ac.uk/datacoll/import/msaccess/
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UK ─ Research Assessment Exercise
(RAE 2008)
XML schema

Information is available (Link)
XML Schema information collects: 

Summary information
Staff
Research outputs
Research students and studentships
Research Income
Textual commentary: (environment and esteem)

Confidential staff information
Information on UK category ‘C’ staff

http://www.rae.ac.uk/datacoll/import/xmlschm/
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UK ─ Research Assessment Exercise
(RAE 2008)
Web services

An API interface to the RAE 2008 Data Collection system has been
provided (Link)

Supported operations are:
Import data 
Export data 
Run validation checks 
Retrieve portable document format (PDF) printouts 
Release active locks

http://www.rae.ac.uk/datacoll/web/


Practical experiences with Research Quality Exercises,
DAG ITWG - August 18, 2006

31

UK ─ Research Assessment Exercise
(RAE 2008)
UK still resolving a number of questions (May 2006): (Link)

Collection of electronic outputs ─
Publishers licence to cover everything?
In UK 70% of evidence is journal articles, so can Digital Object
Identifier’s be used?

No repository? Collection of physical outputs ─
At the outset?
On demand?
Central storage?
Send to Assessment Panel Secretariat?

http://www.rae.ac.uk/pubs/roadshow/overview.pdf
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Questions?
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