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LEARNING OUTCOMES

By the end of this workshop, you will be able to:

• build and define your topic

• identify relevant sources of information

• search and retrieve print and online resources

• evaluate sources
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From: http://www.differencebetween.net/language/difference-between-search-and-research/



YOUR ASSIGNMENT TOPIC
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DEVELOPING AN ASSIGNMENT TOPIC
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5W1H Technique
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IDENTIFY KEYWORDS



RESOURCE SEARCH STRATEGIES

Library Search & databases

• Do not understand your research topics / questions

• They understand keywords     

Start your project by finding

• Key concepts in your research topic

• Related concepts and alternative terms

• Visuwords.com

• Roget’s International Thesaurus of English Words and Phrases at 
http://www.bartleby.com/110/      

• Monash University Library > Library Guides > Information Kiosk > Thesaurus



Climate change: Sustainable development in Southeast Asia

Climate change

Global 
Warming

Climatic 
change

Weather

Sustainable 
development

Sustainability

Renewable 
energy

Green 
technology

Southeast Asia

ASEAN

Main Concepts / Keywords

Additional Keywords 

(Synonyms or related words)



Urbanisation: How Animals Adapt to Urban Environment

Urbanisation

Urban 
Environment

Urban 
Development

Urban Ecology

Animals

Creatures

Pets

Birds

Adapt

Adjust

Main Concepts / Keywords

Additional Keywords 

(Synonyms or related words)



ACADEMIC RESOURCES 
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DIFFERENT TYPES OF ACADEMIC RESOURCES



APPLY SEARCH 
TECHNIQUES
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EXAMPLE
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EXAMPLE



Also known as stemming

Truncation

A technique that broadens your search to include various word 
endings. The root of a word is used followed by the truncation 
symbol at the end. 
Truncation symbols may vary by database; common symbols 
include: *, !, or #

Examples

child* = child, children, childhood, childish
employ*=employee, employer, employing, employment 
Scien* =science, scientific, scientology, 

Word Variation

• Truncation
• Asterisk (*)
• Singular/Plural

• Wildcard
• Varies (? Or #)
• Spelling 

variation



Substitutes one letter of a word to capture spelling variations

Wildcard

Similar to truncation, wildcards substitute a symbol for one letter 
of a word. This is useful if a word is spelled in different ways, but 
still has the same meaning.

Examples

Wom?n = Woman, Women
Colo?r = Colour, Color 

Word Variation

• Truncation
• Asterisk (*)
• Singular/Plural

• Wildcard
• Varies (? Or #)
• Spelling 

variation
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2. BOOLEAN OPERATORS (AND/ OR)

. . . to broaden or narrow your search results.



EXAMPLE



Climate change: Sustainable development in Southeast Asia

Urbanisation

Urban 
Environment

Animals

Birds

Adapt

Adjust

OR OR OR

AND AND



SEARCH STRING

With well-structured search strings, you will be able to quickly retrieve 
comprehensive and highly relevant search results in one, or just a few, 
searches. 

Simple search string (fill-in boxes):

• animals OR pets 
• urbanisation AND “urban development”  

One Line:

(urbani?ation  OR “urban ecology” OR “urban environment”) AND animals



SEARCH EFFECTIVELY 
FOR  PRINT BOOKS
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SEARCH EFFECTIVELY 
FOR ONLINE /  
ELECTRONICS BOOKS
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SEARCH EFFECTIVELY 
FOR A JOURNAL 
ARTICLE
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Title of Article

Title of Journal

Author(s)

Volume & Issue 

Number

Date Published

Page Numbers

DOI Number



Let’s Search for a Specific Journal Article



Let’s Search for a Specific Journal Article

Renewable energy in Southeast Asia: Policies and Recommendations









To look for specific databases like 

ScienceDirect, Scopus, Google scholar 

etc.

Popular Bibliographic 

Databases for SoS

a) Scopus

b) Web of Science (BIOSIS 

Preview)

c) PubMed

d) Ovid

e) CAB Direct

f) Academic One File

g) Google Scholar 

Popular Full-Text Databases 

for SoS

a) ScienceDirect  

b) Wiley Online

c) SpringerLink

d) Nature

e) Taylor and Francis 

(CRCnetBASE)

f) ProQuest (Agricultural & 

Environmental Science)



EVALUATING 
INFORMATION RESOURCES 



THE FREE INTERNET RESOURCES vs 

THE LIBRARY RESOURCES (Academic Resources)



• Is the information source reviewed by other experts in the author’s 
field of study?

Peer Reviewed

• Is the author an expert on the subject matter with author’s academic 
degree and affiliate institution listed?

Expert Author

• What point of view does the author represent?

Author’s Objectivity

EVALUATING SCHOLARLY / ACADEMIC RESOURCES



• Does the information come from a university press, an academic press, or a peer-reviewed press? ( 
Journals, Conference papers) 

Reputable Publishers

• Does it contain a bibliography or references list of many sources?

Robust Bibliography

• Is the material clearly organized, relevant, well written and free of grammatical and spelling errors?

High-Quality Control

• what is the nature of the organization? : .gov, .edu, .org, .mil 

• .com = commercial ( need to evaluate carefully)

Reliable Domain (Websites)

EVALUATING SCHOLARLY / ACADEMIC RESOURCES



EVALUATING THE INTERNET SOURCES

• What is the nature of the organisation?: .gov, .edu, .org, .mil, .com = commercial

Domain

• Who wrote the page?

• What are the credentials?

Authority / Accuracy

• Is the work finished or still in progress?

Coverage



EVALUATING THE INTERNET SOURCES

• When was it written / produced?

• Subject matter?

• Is there a date?

Currency

• Reason for the site?

• Who is the audience?

• Is there Bias?

Objectivity



ACKNOWLEDGING 
RESOURCES



Citing and Referencing
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Student responsibilities

As a Monash student, you are required to:
▪ undertake studies and research responsibly and with 

honesty and integrity
▪ ensure that academic work is in no way falsified
▪ seek permission to use the work of others, where required
▪ acknowledge appropriately the work of others
▪ take reasonable steps to ensure other students can't copy or 

misuse your work.



For general enquiries, write to us at:

https://www.monash.edu.my/library/research/school-contacts

Please contact the Liaison Librarians for further assistance



Any questions? 

In-Depth consultations

By appointment 

Library and Learning Commons

Building 7, Level 2 

Esmael Yahya
Tel: +603 55146167

Email: esmael.yahya@monash.edu

Muhammad Syahmi Dzulkarnain
Tel: +603 55159701

Email: Muhammad.syahmi@monash.edu



Please contact the Liaison Librarians for further assistance

SCHOOL LIASONS

Arts & Social Sciences, khoo.tzejien@monash.edu

Business esmael.yahya@monash.edu

Engineering nur.muzzammil@monash.edu

Information Technology belinda.sta.maria@monash.edu

Medicine/Health Sciences aniza.ahmad@monash.edu

Science muhammad.syahmi@monash.edu

Pharmacy muhammadshukri.yaakub@monash.edu

mailto:khoo.tzejien@monash.edu
mailto:esmael.yahya@monash.edu
mailto:nur.muzzammil@monash.edu
mailto:belinda.sta.maria@monash.edu
mailto:aniza.ahmad@monash.edu
mailto:esmael.yahya@monash.edu
mailto:muhammadshukri.yaakub@monash.edu


THANK YOU

FIND OUT MORE AT MONASH.EDU.MY/LIBRARY
LIKE @MONASH MALAYSIA LIBRARY ON FACEBOOK



Warning

This material has been reproduced and communicated to you by or on 

behalf of Monash University in accordance with s113P of the Copyright Act 

1968 (the Act).

The material in this communication may be subject to copyright under the 

Act.

Any further reproduction or communication of this material by you may be 

the subject of copyright protection under the Act.

Do not remove this notice.


