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Introduction

Carl Linger was born in Berlin in 1810 and died in Adelaide in 1862. After early studies
in Berlin; Linger visited Milan and Venice to further his study and later returned to his
home city. He had a series of songs published in that city and wrote Sechs
Zwischenspiele for Orchestra. In 1849 Carl Linger migrated to the Colony of South
Australia and took up farming near Smithfield, a venture that was unsuccessful.
Relocating to Adelaide, Linger made a major mark on the music and artistic life of
Adelaide, and on his death in 1862, there were many eulogies.

A recent study of Carl Linger’s life, details of his early studies, the events surrounding
his death and the contents of his will are exhaustively covered in Graeme Skinner’s
thesis “Towards a General History of Australian Musical Composition: First National
Music 1788-c.1860” [http://ses.library.usyd.edu.au//bitstream/2123/7264/1/ga-
skinner-2011-thesis.pdf], pp. 385-387, expanded and updated on the same author’s
website [http://www.graemeskinner.id.au/biographicalregisterk-L.htm].

Many of his compositions are only known by mention, as the scores have vanished.
Six sacred works, Vier Motetten, the orchestral motet, Oh Lord who is as Thee, and this
Vater Unser — The Lord’s Prayer were found in the Tanunda Liedertafel Library in 1938,
and were subsequently housed in the Lutheran Archives in Adelaide. The originals
have now disappeared, but not before photocopies of the manuscripts were organised
by the Editor around 1968 for the ABC’s Musica Australis project. These photocopies
are now held in the NLA.

These four motets are written on thirty-three pages of eight stave paper, including the
title page and is in Linger’s handwriting. All of the texts are in German and come from
various sources, which are listed at the beginning of each work where identified. There
are no editorial notes, and any editorial accidentals, or slurs are marked in
parentheses. The organ part has figured bass, but I have deliberately not realised the
right hand, as almost all competent organists are expert in figure bass.

I would like to acknowledge the sponsorship of the Australian Research Theology
Foundation who have facilitated and sponsored this edition by a research grant in
2013. 1 express my deep appreciation to Allan and Maria Myers AO, and to the Rector
and Provost of Newman College, The University of Melbourne. And especially to
Professor Ed Byrne AO, the President and Vice-Chancellor of Vice-Chancellor of
Monash University, Professor John Griffiths and to the Head of the Sir Zelman Cowen
School of Music, Associate Professor Rob Burke for their support and assistance of this
project.

Richard Divall
November 2013.
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Title page and opening page of Carl Linger’s Vier Motetten — National Library of Australia.

The Editor. Fra Professor Richard Divall AO OBE is a Vice-Chancellor’s Professorial Fellow at Monash
University, an Associate Professor of Music at The University of Melbourne and the University of Malta.
He is the Chairman of the Marshall-Hall Trust and is a Knight of Malta in Solemn Religious Profession.
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Vier Motetten - Four Motets 1845-46

I
Allmachtiger

Carl Linger [Berlin 1810 - Adelaide 1862]
Edited by Richard Divall
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Wenn Irrtum uns befangen

Ernst Moritz Arndt [1769-1860]
From 'Der Weg ist Jesus Christ’
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Wenn Irrtum uns befangen

Ernst Moritz Arndt [1769-1860]
From 'Der Weg ist Jesus Christ'
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