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we’ve all done it.





it’s not a new thing

CORRECTING OTHER PEOPLE’S GRAMMAR



‘native’

AN INTERLUDE



‘CANTAB’



‘AN AUSTRALIAN’



‘ENGLISHMAN’



CORRECTING GRAMMAR



we’re not doing it for the reasons we 
think we’re doing it

CORRECTING GRAMMAR



there’s no such thing as 
‘correct’ English

SOME BAD NEWS



varieties of English

CORRECT ENGLISH?



standard (Australian) English 

VARIETIES OF ENGLISH



how does a standard variety become a 
standard variety?

STANDARD ENGLISH



it’s about power

STANDARD ENGLISH



but isn’t it just more logical?

STANDARD ENGLISH



… no.

STANDARD ENGLISH



AN EXAMPLE



singular plural

first person I we

second person you you

third person she/he/it they



singular plural

first person I we

second person you you

third person she/he/it they



singular plural

first person I we

second person you youse

third person she/he/it they



resolves an ambiguity

YOUSE



what’s going on?

SO



who uses ?

CONSIDER



not objective value, just social value

STANDARD ENGLISH



what are we reacting to?

SO



… our own social biases

WHAT ARE WE REACTING TO?



but what of our friend ‘Englishman’?

NOW



‘Englishman’: not as good at this as he thought he was



there’s no such thing as a ‘correct’ 
variety, just a prestigious one

engage with ideas, not grammar

TO SUM UP



thank you


